INTRODUCTION

God's purpose in giving the written Word to man was three-fold.

First--to reveal Himself to him. Second--to reveal to him his condition
apart from God. Third--to reveal to him the way of reconciliation to

God Hence, God, man and redemption are the subjects of the Bible, and
all of these are embodied in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was
God; He became man and reconciled God and man.

The Old Testament is the example and pattern of heavenly things.
Especially may this be said of the Tabernacle in the wilderness-Heb. 9:23.
It is emphatically the figure of Christ, witnessing of Him in its entirety

and its every detail. There we view the first dwelling place of God with
man, which was ever the desire of His heart. It was His purpose in the
creation of man. We read of the Son of God in the past eternal ages,

"that His delights were with the sons of men" (Prov. 8:31), when as yet
there were none of them. Later, He walked with Adam in the garden. He
visited Abraham in the plains of Mamre. He talked with Moses out of

the burning bush. These manifestations of God are known as theophanies.
But He never had a permanent abode with men until He brought Israel out
of Egypt. Then He commanded Moses saying, "Let them make Me a
Sanctuary that | may dwell among them"-Ex. 25:8. And He gave the
Pattern from heaven of the Dwelling Place. The Gospel of John answers
to the Tabernacle in the wilderness. _

There are three other Records of Jesus. In each of them, He is shown

in a different official character. Matthew paints His portrait in purple and
scarlet. We behold Him as the King, the Lion of the the tribe of Judah,
Mark in drab coloring, presents Him as the lowly Servant of Jehovah. Luke
paints in blue and white the holy, heavenly Man the Last Adam. John's
Gospel is in contrast, tho' not in contradiction to these. The artist dips

his brush in golden oil and throws upon the screen the unique Figure of
the Son of God from glory. There are whole cycles of time touched upon

in this Record--dispensations in figure announced--as well as discourses,
signs, wonders, events and experiences, which the other heralds do not
mention. Great unmeasured spaces of Truth were left for John to fill

in as He paints his portrait of the Soaring Eagle of the air.

John, meaning "gift," the writer of this Gospel was chosen to depict

for us the far greater Gift, the Son of God, the basis and repository of all

other gifts. John was the son of Zebedee--"abundant portion" and Salome
-"peaceable," which names are significant as connected with the Gospel

which their Gift gives us. It was written from Ephesus in the latter part

of the first century, Bible commentators agree. It has been said that

the Gospels are the heart of all Scripture, and surely John's Record is the

heart of the gospels. The beloved Apostle seems bent upon showing us

Jesus as the Divine Son. He alone informs us of Him as from the beginning

co-equal with the Father from a past eternity. See Prov. 8:23. There is no

genealogy, no birth, no childhood, no growth, no baptism, no temptation, no

Gethsemane; for these events, though in keeping with the other records, are

not appropriate here. Everything is directed to the end

that men "may believe that Jesus is the Son of God."—Chap. 20:31. The

whole book is a witness of Him of whom Moses and the Prophets wrote.

Itis indeed a HIM BOOK.

Chronological Division—Jesus Christ's Ministry began in the fall, or

winter of 25 A. D. A Passover Feast marked the beginning of the three

full years, spring of 26 A. D.—Chap. 2:13,23 and 4:45. The second Pass-



over was 27 A. D.—Chap. 5:1. The third 28 A. D.—Chap. 6:4. The Feast

of Tabernacles came in the fall of the same year—Chap. 7:2. Fourth and
last Passover spring of 29 A. D.—Chap. 11:55,56 and 12:1.

"Witness" is one of its key words, being found at least fifty times. In

fact the whole of Scripture testifies of the Son of God. He answers to all

its types and shadows, even as we said of the Tabernacle in the wilderness,
which in its minutest parts—its curtains and coverings, fastenings and
furniture, pillars and pins, speak of His glory. This is plainly manifest as

we study the Oil Portrait painted by the beloved Apostle. In each chapter,
some part of the pattern materializes; some shadow takes on substance
before our eyes. It is truly marvelous to behold the "Sweet Wonder" that
came down from glory. Here was no "dream walking," but a most glorious
reality, bringing heaven and earth together. Another interesting fact is,

that the furniture in The Tabernacle was set in the form of a cross.
Therefore as we take up the different portions of the Gospel of John,

let us trust our Guide to unveil for us the hidden treasure and show us the
beauties and worth of the true Tabernacle (which the Lord pitched and

not man), the Son of God who was made flesh and dwelt among us, that we
may, as John, behold His glory.

His Hands And Feet

When | become weary in toiling,
Obeying my Savior's commands,
While Satan my work is a spoiling
And all my efforts withstands,
Christ shows me His toil-worn hands-
His wounded hands. His nail-pierced hands.
My Savior shows me His hands.

When | am faint, yet pursuing
The road-way so long thru the heat,
And others my pace are out-doing
And | am prepared for retreat,
Christ shows me His bleeding feet—
His wounded feet. His nail-pierced feet.
My Savior shows me His feet.

| cannot be careless, or shirking
From doing His will that is meet.

| must not delay in the working
Or fail in the race for the fleet.
Christ shows me His hands and feet—
His toil-worn hands. His bleeding feet.
He shows me His hands and feet.

THE TRUE TABERNACLE

CHAPTER ONE

Glory Gospel

"In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that

was made. In Him was Life and the Life was the Light of men. And the
Light shineth in the darkness and the darkness comprehended it not."
Chapters 1 and 2 of this Gospel are a preface to the whole of the book,
and we may say, a preface to the entire Bible. The reason for the fram-
ing of the ages in God's eternal counsel is here viewed walking around.



The former were simply preparatory to the manifestation of the Word
made flesh. He who dwelt in the bosom of the Father from a past eternity,
has come to dwell with men. This is the essence and the wonder of the
revelation that John reports. Observe that Chapter 1 begins with a past
eternity and creation, even as chapter 1 of Genesis. Chapter 2 shows us
a wedding as in Genesis 2 and later a housecleaning, a putting forth of
everything defiling and offensive, as in Genesis 3, corresponding with the
last book in the Bible where God's eternal purposes are seen consummated,
everything unclean outside—Rev. 21:27 and 22:15. The dazzling gems of
Truth that lie hidden beneath the surface in this Gospel, have constrained
men to exclaim again and again, "O the depths of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
His ways past finding out"—Rom. 11:33. And when we consider the
Object that is herein displayed, it is no marvel that the revelations are
infinite. The Mystery of God, very God Himself, the Author and First
Cause of all the visible and invisible creation, has come to dwell on earth.
We here gaze upon the Shechinah Glory that was hidden in the Most Holy
Place in the Tabernacle, shining forth in Jesus' face, and we are overcome
with the splendor.

The Glory Gospel falls easily into five parts.

One. Restropect and prospect—Chapters 1 and 2.

Two. Revelation of God as life to the world—Chapters 3 to 11.

Three. Revelation of God as Light to the disciples—Chapters 12 to 17.
Four. Revelation of God as Love to all men—Chapters 18 to 20.

Five. Epilogue—Chapter 21.

A simple yet complete analysis of the contents of the book is found in
Chapter 1:1-18. Eternal Life revealed in the Son "in beginning" with God
and very God Himself, Creator of all life from the angel to the atom,
Seraphim to serpent (vs. 1-5); Eternal Light, the Light of men shining

in the darkness, but not comprehended (vs. 6-11); Eternal Love made flesh,
dwelling among men and imparting to them of His fulness—Vs. 12-18.
Here are Father, Son and Holy Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ as Life,
Light and Love, "a threefold cord which cannot be broken" (Eccl. 4:12),
found continually in this Record. It is the key that hangs at the portals

and reflects the glory of the Godhead even down to the crown of thorns
and the cross of shame.

Advance Herald

"There was a man sent from God whose name was John. The same
came for a witness to bear witness of the Light that all men thru him might
believe. He was not that Light but was sent to bear witness of that Light,
that was the true Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world"—Chap. 1:6-9. John, meaning Gift, comes on the scene for the one
purpose—to announce the coming of the Greater Gift. He was a marvelous
character, unique, austere, pronounced, having an honored place on the
program. He stands as a representative man—the embodiment of the

Old Testament writings. They were serving the same purpose even as he,
witnessing to the promised Messiah, the Seed of the woman, who was or-
dained to bruise the sedpent's head—Gen. 3:15. The Scriptures were
pointing in shadow and type to Him who was the One that the Baptist
proclaimed, the Substance and Reality of all the figures.

The written Word is not the Living Word. It is not the Light, but a

Witness, as John, to the true Light that was coming into the world. The
Scriptures were signalling His approach, showing the manner and way of
His coming. They made His paths clear and plain, crying in the wilderness,
"He is coming. Make way for the Messiah," like as was said by John
concerning himself.

In the very first chapter of this Gospel, there is a decided suggestion



to the five books of Moses, as follows. Vs. 1-14 answer to Genesis; vs.
15-28, to Exodus; vs. 29-34 to Leviticus; vs. 35-42 to Numbers and vs. 43-
51 to Deuteronomy. They declare, "This is He of whom | spoke. He that
cometh after me, is preferred before me; for He was before me." They too
were a Voice witnessing of Him, the Center and Circumference of all God's
purposes, the Alpha and Omega, Beginning and Ending of all the prophecies
and writings of Truth. The characteristic of the real light that is shining,

(as seen by John) is, that it is not local, but for all men. Like the sun,

it cannot be held in Judea simply. John was "a burning and a shining

light;" but he was not the full-orbed luminary-of the day filling the heavens
and the earth with light. This Gospel shows the Light for the world, the
latter being one of the prominent words found here. "God so loved," not
the Jews only, but the world, "that He gave His Son." The first rays of the
morning sun might touch Zion on the hilltop; but the golden ball of light
rises higher and reaches all lands. Christ is for all men.

But this makes the world responsible to accept, or reject the Light.

Men cannot be neutral in the matter. The Light finds darkness everywhere
which does not yield to the Light. He was in the world that He had created
and the world knew Him not. Israel especially, His own people by profes-
sion, prepared by centuries of special attention for this very day that was
dawning, rejected Him. Yet some received Him. God cannot be defeated.
There is always the remnant from among the mass of humanity that accept
His grace, receive the Light, and become the sons of God. These are born
again, a divine work done in them, a work which is absolutely apart from
any help from them. It is a birth from heaven—"not of blood," the natural
birth, "nor of the will of the flesh," the person's own will, "nor the will of
men," anyone's else will—"but of God."

John's Gospel begins where the other Gospels end as far as the revela-
tion of Truth is concerned. The cross is seen here as the end of man as
regards his righteousness. He is viewed a hopeless wreck and ruin, like as
Paul declares in the book of Romans 3:9-18. Therefore there must not only
GOD REVEALED IN CHRIST

be a provision made for him, as all the Gospels show, but an actual change
made in him, as John teaches. And for this purpose, "The Word was made
flesh and tabernacled among us." The glory came out from heaven and
was seen, "the glory of the Only Begotten of the Father full of grace and
Truth." The glory was no longer hidden as in the tabernacle in the wild-
erness; but revealed in fulness. Deity had come to earth to walk around
with man and as man. "This is He of whom | spoke,” John declares. "He
that cometh after me is preferred before me; for He was before me. And

of His fulness have we all received and grace for grace," or grace upon
grace. The Law is in contrast with God's grace and His Gift in grace,
Christ. It was given thru Moses; but grace and truth thru Jesus Christ—
and only thru Him. Grace is not based upon anything that may be found
worthy in man, but the opposite. It is shown to him when he has been
found without anything in him to call out the mercy of God, when he has
been found, not only unworthy, but an enemy. The law was helpless,
because man was beyond help as regards his natural conditions. But thus
he was a fit subject for the fulness of grace in Christ. There was an
absolute need and Christ was and is sufficient. If there was failure it would
be Christ who failed and that we know is impossible. Therefore grace and
truth are seen hand in hand. They exist together in Jesus Christ. Truth
shows up the need. Grace meets it. They have met together at Calvary
and are in fullest harmony at the grave of Christ.

"No man hath seen God at any time; but the only begotten Son, which

is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." Moses could only
see the lesser parts of God's grace; but Christ declares the effulgence of His



face. He has revealed Him—has shown out what He is—which only the
One in the bosom of the Father could declare. He alone knew the Father.
He alone can reveal Him.

First Part of John's Testimony

"And this is the record (or witness) of John when the Jews sent

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? And he
confessed and denied not, but confessed, | am not the Christ. And they
asked him, What then? Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No.
Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we my give an answer to
them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?" At this juncture, the

last prophet of the Old Testament times is interviewed by representatives
of the Sanhedrin. The Jews were in expectation of a change. Some thirty
years previously there had been a wave of supernatural signs—rumors
of the birth of a King of the Jews. The wise men from the East declared
that they had seen His Star—Matt. 3. The shepherds of the Judean hills
affirmed that they had seen the angels and heard their song of His birth
—Luke 2. A few believers knew the time was at hand for Messiah's ap-
pearance. There had been no prophecy or open vision for 400 years, no
new revelation from the Lord (except what was heard at the birth of John
and Jesus—Luke 1,2) when, lo, John was on the scene, trumpeting the
news of the coming of the Christ. His message sounded forth in the
wilderness; but it was heard in Jerusalem and other places. The people
were drawn out to listen and learn of this strange character. John was no
hot-house plant, but rather a sturdy oak tree which could not be moved
with the rustling of the breezes. He preached repentance as the way of
escape from the coming judgments. Many heeded his words and were
baptized, acknowledging their sinfulness and need of redemption. Thus
they were being made ready for the Messiah.

The Pharisees were stirred because of the thundering voice of the
rugged prophet They were moved to ascertain his identity and sent
priests and Levites to interview him. Who art thou? is the gist of their
guestioning. Then follows the testimony of John as to whom he is and
what he has come to do. We may divide this portion into three parts
Namely his witness to the committee from Jerusalem, verses 19 to 28-
his testimony to the multitude, verses 29 to 34; his words to his disciples;
verses 35 to 36. Furthermore, herein is found a witness to the Baptist's
own integrity He disclaims all honor of being other than he is. He is

not Messiah, Elijah or the other prophet whom they are expecting, probably
the One promised like unto Moses, who was Christ—Deut 18-15 His
answers are clear and pointed. He is a voice, he declares, proclaiming the
honor and authority of His Lord. Hence, what did it matter who he was?
The real Person was on the way. He would soon appear. That deputation
trom the Phraisees were not impressed. They no doubt imagined the light
m his eyes and the exultation in his words simply that of a fanatic They
had misintrepreted the writings of the ages past and here was the audible
voice of those oracles which was strange and distant. They recognized
no kinship with him; but being strict ritualtists, they recognized that ac-
cording to the canon of law, of which they were the expression, he was out
of order. Why baptizest thou then?" they accuse. It was audacity to
impose such baptism upon Israel without orders from the Sanhedrin or
other authority, according to their theology. They refused the ground of
Scripture; and questioned his right to put such things over on the people.
But John is not awed by these theologians with their make-believe
authority. He has his ordination papers from a higher court. Yes he
baptized, but only with water. Why make so much of that? he asks when
there is One standing in their midst unknown and unnoticed by them so
great that he was not worthy to unloose his shoe? What a tribute to



the Master by the only man of whom it is written that he was "filled with
the Holy Spirit from his mother's womb." He heard the voice of the

mother of the Life-Giver and leaped with joy in the Spirit while yet unborn
in the natural—Luke 1:15 and 44. John was "a burning and a shining

light, Jesus afterwards witnessed of him. "Fire and the Holy Ghost"

makes men to be what God ordains, burning, zealous, earnest, living ones
Seraphim and Cherubim. John had been tested by the temptation to make
much of himself and had been found worthy. He was only a Voice making
way for the Messiah.

"The next day, John seeth Jesus coming unto him and saith, Behold

the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world. This is He of
whom | said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me ¢ for He
was before me. * * * And John bare record, saying, | saw the Spirit de-
scending from heaven like a dove and it abode upon Him. And | knew
Him not; but He that sent me to baptize, the same said unto me. Upon
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him the
same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. | saw and bear record
that this is the Son of God." The above is the second part of the testimony
of the Baptist. It is to the multitude. His witness to the unbelieving

priests and Levites, "there standeth One among you whom you know not,"
is now rewarded. He gazes upon Him of whom he had spoken He

knew by the Spirit that He was present, now he sees Him. He breaks

out with ecstatic joy, "Behold the Lamb of God." He is the One | am
declaring. He has come. The Lamb of Sacrifice, the Savior of mankind,

He beareth away the sin of the world. | told you of Him. He is here; and

I, His forerunner, witness for Him. The Spirit resting upon Him is the

Sign that He is the One that the Old Testament writings fortold must
come, and | beheld the Spirit as a dove coming upon this Man. He has
been marked out as the Son of God. These are John's words paraphrased.
The broadest foundation upon which anyone may rest is laid. Not Israel,
nor the Church, nor even believers as such are singled out; but men as
men, sinners, with the consciousness of sin, are given title here. It is for
sinners that the sacrifice was offered. "Look and live" was the essence

of John's message to the public. Everyone is welcome and no questions
asked. Salvation is free. John pointed men to Jesus. "l knew Him not,"

he says. | was blind to His glory, even as others; but He was revealed

to me and for this sole purpose have | come, to make Him known. "He
that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me. Upon whom thou
shalt see the Spirit descending, * * * the same baptizeth with the Holy
Ghost."

John's Further Testimony

Now comes the third part of John's testimony to Messiah. He speaks

to his disciples and furnishes another proof of his loyalty. "Looking upon
Jesus as He walked. He saith, Behold the Lamb of God." Two of his fol-
lowers left him and went after the Lord. John was not offended. That

was as it should be. He was pointing men to Jesus, and they were following
Him. He had affirmed that he was not the Messiah, but only His advance
agent, even as were the Scriptures which he represented. Two characters
are singled out here, Andrew and John, as first to follow the Lamb. They
both fill the office of Apostles later; John being the writer of this Gospel.

He was able for the great honor; for he was present from the beginning

of the earthly ministry of the Son of God. He never questioned His Deity.
He had seen Him in action in every conceivable manner and circumstance.
John never mentions his own name which is the reason that we conclude
that he is one of these disciples.

There is a decided suggestion of the ages from the creation of man



until the millennium in the exact account of the events of the six days
detailed in this first chapter. The first day may be assumed—vs. 15 to

18; second—19 to 28; third-29 to 34; fourth—35 to 39; fifth—40 to 42;
sixth—43 to 51. The whole section is a great record of witnessing to the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one Object toward which all the believers
in all the ages were pointing and looking. It shows the important place

of Christian testimony in the Scriptures. Jesus sees the two disciples fol-
lowing Him (He knows His sheep) and enquires, "What seek ye?" He
thus made them declare themselves as His disciples. We see this contin-
ually in this Gospel. He abhors neutrality. We must be for Him, or we

are against Him. He draws His people out to take a stand with Him and
for Him. What an honor to abide with Him for the day, even as these

two favored ones at that time. They answer His question by asking,
"Rabbi, (Master) where dwellest Thou?" It was enough. He said,

"Come and see."” They obeyed and abode with Him that day, "being the
tenth hour," we are told. This is no haphazard statement. Especially in
this case and at this place, every verse is freighted with meaning. Prophetic
gleams are shining everywhere. Every step of this ordained Lamb of God
upon the shores of time is marked with significance; every circumstance
of his life, every certain man, woman and child and event with which He
is connected, heralds something coming. Past, present and future are all
covered by the footsteps of the Shechinah Glory from the skies. We are
amazed as we follow on and watch Him walk and work. Another day is
dawning in the picture—prophetic of another age, signified by these two
followers of Jesus who find his dwelling place.

In the meantime Andrew seeks his brother Simon and reports the

glad news, "We have found the Messiah." He brings him to Jesus. This
is a record of finding and bringing. Soul-winning is the marked lesson.
We find five men attaching themselves to the Lamb of God. They are
representative men, signifying different groups among the people of God.
These all come thru the testimony of others. The Baptist sent two.
Andrew brought Peter. -Jesus sought out Phillip and he in turn tells
Nathaniel. All this is most interesting and significant. Andrew never

did a better day's work than when he brought Peter, who later became
the leader of the twelve Apostles. At once his name is changed. This
incident as recorded in Matthew takes place at a later date; but there

it is simply a confirmation of what is given here at the beginning of
Peter's discipleship. There are no discrepancies in the inspired Writings.
Simon—"the hearkener," son of Jonas—"a dove," becomes Cephas, or
peter—"a stone." In his epistle, we are told the full significance of this
name. "To whom coming as unto a Living Stone * * * ye also as living
stones are built up a spiritual house"—1 Pet. 2:4,5. It is thus that

the Church is formed and in what is intimated by Simon's new name,
we see the heavenly coiri.pany, the Body of Christ, assuming the full
character of the House "ot God the dwelling place of the Spirit during
the present age. In these”ew disciples gathering around Jesus, we have
the further thought of the'frejection of the Messiah by the nation Israel,
which is seen from the outset in this Gospel as it is written, "He came
unto His own, but His o”nf received Him not, but as many as received
Him to them gave He power to become the sons of God."

"On the day following, Jesus would go forth into Galilee and findeth
Phillip and saith unto him, follow Me." Here is a further stepping of
the Lord recorded. Prophecy is hereby signified. Galilee—"Circuit,”
refers to the second coming of Christ. When the circuit has been run,
then He will return. He sent the word to his disciples to meet Him in



Galilee where they saw Him after His resurrection—Matt. 28:16 to 20.
The believing remnant of the end time are represented. Jesus will find
Phillip (apparantly by accident), "the lover of the horse," who will be
longing for His coming. It figures the beginning of the millennium when
the White Horse Rider of Rev. 19, will be due. He will come on His rac-
ing steed from heaven and then Nathaniel will come into the picture. It

is Phillip who will find "the given of God;" for the remnant of those

future days will go unto all nations and make disciples of them. But
especially the Jewish nation is the one figured by Nathaniel. He is not
found easy to convince, tho' Phillip after his meeting with Jesus, is an
enthusiatic and powerful witness. "We have found HIM," he says. "Him
of whom Moses in the Law and Prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph." Nathaniel makes answer, "Can any good thing come
out of Nazareth?" But Jesus shows him that the impossible has
happened. A virgin has conceived and born a Son, that “Holy Thing"
swithout spot, or blemish, whose boyhood days were spent in that despised
little village of Nazareth. It was of no prestige or renown among the
Jews, therefore a most fitting reminder of Him, "despised and rejected

of men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief*—Isa. 53:3. But
men were even as they are today. Folks are always just folks. They
expected the Messiah to come from Jerusalem, from Zion, the city of
God. But it did not happen so. He was born, lived and died outside
Jerusalem. He came and is always coming from where men least expect
Him. Phillip does not attempt to argue the question. Come and see he
says. He is persuaded, and Jesus seeing him advancing, says of him.

"Behold an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile.” There is great
significance in these apparently trivial happenings. Nathaniel is pre-
sented by Jesus as an Israelite indeed, true son of Abraham. He no
doubt was in exercise of soul before Phillip found him and it is to this
moment that Jesus refers when He says, "Before Philip called thee, when
thou wast under the figtree, | saw thee." Nathaniel is surprised, yea

he is amazed. He cries, "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the
King of Israel." O wonderful revelation! It far exceeds his hopes. But

that is not all; for Jesus tells him, he shall see greater things than

these. "Verily, verily | say unto you, Hereafter, ye shall see heaven
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son
of man." These words identify Nathaniel with the Jewish nation, who

will be in great tribulation before the millennium. They will be crying

to God, taking shelter under the figtree, emblem of these ancient people.
Jesus will appear to them while they are still in unbelief as to Him being
their Messiah, and they will recognize and own His claims immediately.
As Son of God, they rejected Him in the religious court ; as King of

Israel, in Pilate's judgment hall. Hence, they will acknowledge Him

in this twofold role when they see Him, and thus come into their own
place in His love and favor. The Lord anticipates by His double, “Verily,
verily" (found 24 times in this Record), that glad day, and assures of its
coming. The Jewish nation, converted to God, will rejoice in His presence
under an open heaven. They will behold the Son of David, upon His
throne in the glory, attended by the redeemed millions from every nation,
kindred and tongue ...They will bask in the sunlight of that glorious scene
for the thousand years reign.

Jacob's vision of the ladder (Gen. 28:12,13) set up upon the earth,
whose top reached to heaven, symbolizes the same scene. He was running
away from Esau when he beheld this scene. The Lord appeared above
the ladder upon which angels," or messengers were ascending and descend-
ing. Nathaniel answers to Jacob. He was representative of the nation,



who were not yet in existence. Esau, of whom he was in fear, speaks
of the Gentiles of the end time who will be persecuting the Jews when
the Lord will appear to their help and destroy their enemies. But these
things are all fingerposts pointing on to the fulfillment of prophecy. All

of these symbols, types and shadows harmonize, and throw upon the
screen the more vividly and powerfully, the Figure of all figures the
Objective of the ages, the Man of destiny and renown, the Son of God
and King of Israel, who will shortly appear and put over His own new
deal in His own new way. A change of government is at hand. The
Sovereign of the universe will soon appear and take charge.

THE BRIDE AND TEMPLE

CHAPTER TWO

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee and the
mother of Jesus was there. Both Jesus was called and His dis-

ciples to the marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of
Jesus said unto Him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman,
what have | to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith
unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto thee, do it"- John 2:1-5.

"And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee and the
mother of Jesus was there. Both Jesus was called and His disciples to the
marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus said unto
Him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have | to

do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith unto the
servants, Whatsoever He saith unto thee, do it" — John 2:1-5.

Herein is recorded an interesting event — a wedding. Fascinating at

any stage, it is especially so at this place, and also significant. In our

former lesson on John, we noted that this chapter in connection with
Chapter one gave us a prophetic introduction to the whole Gospel; and
more, a suggestion to the meaning and purpose of the whole of the inspired
writings. It corresponds with chapter two of Genesis, where we read

of the first wedding, and points on to Revelation 19 where the last one

is recorded.

The contrast between the first verses of this chapter and those of

chapter one is striking. He who dotted the heavens with glorious glittering
globes of light, flinging worlds into space and hanging them on nothing,
creating suns and rotating systems of heavenly bodies, the Creator of all
things visible and invisible is here viewed as guest at a wedding. It is instructive
to contemplate the condescension evidenced in the stoop of the Son of God
from the exalted throne of Deity to the lowly place of humanity.

“A marriage in Cana," carries us back to Eden and to its divine

institution by the words of Jehovah, "It is not good that the man should be
alone. | will make him a help meet for him"—Gen. 2:18. He was create

for fellowship, as the fact of language evidences, in the which he is like
unto his Creator. The words, "Let US make man after our image," speak
of communion—Gen. 1:26. It foreshadowed the union of God with man,
as well as the marriage of the Lamb, the great climaxing event and purpose
of the ages.

That wedding in Cana would have been "dry" in more ways than one

if Jesus had not been invited. His "presence" brought a blessing even if
He did not bring a "present.” As it was, He gave them far more than

they expected. He learned apparently from His mother that there was a
scarcity of wine which was a calamity at a Jewish feast. But He was aware
of the need. He had come to furnish that wine. It was the reason of His
attendance there. Every step of His pathway was ordained of His Father



and prophetic of future events. He gently but firmly let His mother know
that He worked on schedule time.

His Father's voice struck the hour; hence He never was ahead or

behind the time. His mother was not hurt by His words. She knew Her

Son was a heavenly Man. She said to the servants, "Whatsoever He saith
astonished. It was "the best wine," that which was generally given at the
beginning of the feast when folk were good judges of the quality. For

when they were under its influence they could not estimate its worth aright.
But in this case the opposite was done. The best was kept for the end.
These words of the governor prove that the Lord gave them real wine,

not grape juice. The meaining would be lost if such was not so.

A Wedding on High

All here is figurative and significant of future facts. It was "the

beginning of miracles,"” we are informed by the historian, which in itself

is anticipative of another "beginning." The miraculous millennium will
commence with a wedding when the Lamb receives His wife. He will furnish
all the wine at the banquet in the heavenlies. His Father, the Governor,

will taste of the exhileration and be ecstatic with delight at the marriage

of His Son. His joy will be unbounded as the finishing and furtherance of
His plans and purposes are advancing. It will be a gala day in the New
Jerusalem.

"The mother of Jesus," figure of the Old Testament overcomers, the
stalwart men of God, whose faith gave birth to the nation, as also to Christ,
will be there. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses and Aaron, Samuel, David
and Daniel will all be guests at that wedding. There will be a multitude to
sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb. And no scarcity of anything
will be found. The provision will be complete. Satisfaction on every

line will be manifested. Jesus will then be ready to show Himself in power
and glory to the world. The Word made flesh will descend from heaven
with His great army and overcome all His enemies—Rev. 19 and 20.

That marriage in Cana anticipated this glorious consummation, as also

the change that was even then due in view of Christ's first advent, and
pointed on to the greater change that will be manifested when He comes
the second time. The water which was lacking in the six firkins of stone,
representative of the Old Testament revelation, was good, but the New
Testament revelation, represented by the wine, is better. The refreshment
from the one had ceased. The water jars were empty. The symbols

failed to satisfy, because the reality was not sensed. The forms of purification
in connection with the Law provided no means of blessing to the

people; for even the water had been exhausted. But the Son of God on
the scene necessarily changes the situation. His presence is full of purpose.
He is not there by accident. He has appeared to give life and joy to form
and ceremony, reality to religion and ritual, salvation to sacrifice, singing
to somberness—to make the symbols of purification actual sanctification
in word and in deed.

But that heavenly scene, that glorious banquet is not all that is

figured here. Israel, restored and walking with the Lord, will know the
wherefore of Jehovah's dealings with them. The veil will fall from their
eyes and they will realize and confess that all their religion is hollow
formalism, no reality, fervor, or fire in their ceremonies. They will judge
their rebellion, self-will and unbelief, and cry to God for mercy. Oh, what
joy shall follow their self-abasement! Words are weak to portray the

divine intoxication of those happy days. The Lord will again be in covenant
unto you do it." Soon He gave the order for the empty water jars to be
filled. The servants obeyed; whereupon He said, "Draw out now and bear
unto the governor of the feast." When the latter tasted, He was

relation with Israel, a union that shall never be broken.



The prophets are all in harmony in their predictions concerning those
halcyon days. The nation will be born anew and they will indeed drink the
best wine, such as no mortal lips have ever tasted. There will be with

it no perversion of taste, no evil results, nothing but good. The Lord Him-
self, the Bridegroom, will drink of this heavenly nectar. The Bride will
urge Him on, as we read, "Drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved" (S. S.
5:1) while Judah shall wash his garments in wine and his vesture in the
blood of the grape; his eyes shall be red with wine—Gen. 49:11, 12. No
fear of intemperance then. All will be holiness unto the Lord.

Another word in relation to the outstanding subject of this chapter,

which in its typical interpretation takes us down to the consummation

of all God's purposes. It shows us what was His first thought in relation
to mankind. Marriage is central in the web of human life. It is the basis

of all relationships as instituted by Jehovah. The family—children, father,
mother, all have as their foundation the union of the man and the woman.
Cities and civilization depend upon marriage for their continuance. Like-
wise spiritually. The union of Christ and His Bride is central in the divine
Architect's design for the universe. All other plans radiate around this
important event. Hence, this miracle in Cana, "the first," tells us of
Jehovah's primary ambition, the paramount peak of His desires realized.
It declares in type the fact that God and man are joined in an eternal
embrace, a divine fellowship that nothing can sever.

The Cleansed Temple

After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His
brethren and His disciples and they continued there not many days. And
the Jews passover was at hand. (That was the first of the four passovers
during His career.) Jesus went up to Jerusalem and found in the Temple
those that sold oxen and sheep and doves and the changers of money
sitting. When He had made a scourge of small cords, He drove them out
of the Temple, * * * and said unto them, Take these things hence. Make
not My Father's house an house of merchandise. And His disciples
remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten Me
up"—Vs. 12-17.

Herein is an epitome of the great change that is going to be put over in
all the world, when the Son of God, the Lamb foreordained before the
foundation of the world to redeem humanity, comes forth after His wedding
with power and glory. It is a wonderful typical forecast. A great multitude
of redeemed and glorified humanity, figured by His "mother, brethern
and disciples," accompany Him to Capernaum, typical of Canaan. The
city of lost opportunities which was cast down to earth, shall regain its
place of prestige, and the meaning of its name "consolation" will be fulfilled
to the uttermost.

Afterwards the great feast of the Passover calls Him. It is spring

time and house-cleaning is due. Jesus enters the Temple in Jerusalem and
while the feast is in full swing, casts out all the traffickers and merchant-
men—The Canaanites. Zechariah features this event as one of those of the
millennium—Zech. 14:21. This purging of the Temple is later repeated
when Jesus enters the beloved city for the last time before His death
when He presented Himself to the Jews as their King—Matt. 21:12. The
cleansing in both instances shows Him wielding authority as the destined
Ruler of the earth. The ousted traffickers offered no resistence, proving
that they were awed by His mein of divine right. They feared Him when
for a few brief moments He allowed His Deity to be seen. But only for

the second was He so: for that was only the type. Later they continued
with their buying and selling in the Temple. The same nefarious methods
are manifested today in what is called God's House. Christendom is filled
with Canaanites, making merchandise of the things of God. The book of



Revelation gives us a symbolic summary of the trafficking that is going
on at the present time and the judgment which shall surely fall upon the
apostate systems, falsely called Christian.

Religious merchants are selling their merchandise, gold, silver,

precious stones." They are trafficking in the most precious things of
spiritual life, claiming to deal in heavenly values. Cinnamon, orders,
ointments, frankincense, wine, olil, etc., with slaves and souls of men are
things in which they traffick—Rev. 18:11-24. This is no fairy tale, neither
imagery but a true report of a most terrific fact. Christendom will

finally culminate in colossal apostacy and the Lord will allow judgment to
come upon her by the hands of those whom she will lift to power. There
will be shortly a wholesale cleansing of world affairs when the Lord arises
to shake terribly the earth. Then only that will remain which cannot be
shaken, that which pertains to the new creation.

But that consummation has not yet come. The temple was only

cleansed symbolically. The reality awaits the second coming of Christ,

as is plainly evidenced here. The Jews asked Jesus for a sign that Me
had the authority to which they had in a sense yielded when He whipped
them out of His house. His answer was a challenge. "Destroy this temple
and in three days | will raise it up," which has a two-fold significance.

On the one hand, it referred to His first advent when His body the Temple
of God, should be destroyed by death, but in three days resurrected, as was
fulfilled The second application was to the temple of stone out of which
He had ousted the Jews. That building upon which they doted was
doomed to be destroyed. He declared its finish to His disciples at a later
date, (they were showing Him its earthly beauty and grandeur), saying,
"There shall not be left here one stone upon another that shall not be
thrown down"—Matt. 24:2. The above came to pass A. D. 71.

But the building up of that earthy temple is still in abeyance. It

awaits His second coming for its fulfilment. The three days in this con-
nection signify the three thousand years interim before the temple will be
reared again It need not necessarily be three full millenniums, but only

a part, even as Christ's body was not cast down three full days and nights.
Peter declares, "that one day with the Lord is as a thousand years.”

The Jews saw only the application of these words of the Lord to the
building which they loved, and it stirred their anger and scorn. They
responded instantly to the challenge with the words, "Forty and six

years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days.
The ridiculousness of such a statement was all that impressed them. They
had not seen any of His miraculous performances yet; but even if they
had they would not have believed in this stupendous undertaking. The

fact that He spoke of its casting down, as they understood his words, was
an offence to them. They afterwards were used as a witness against

Him when He was before the Sanhedrin for trial—Matt. 26:61.

The disciples also were impressed with His amazing declaration. The
temple was such an object of awe and reverence to the Jewish heart that
it was difficult for them to receive His words; but when He was risen from
the dead, they saw its fulfilment in His case. "Then they believed the
Scripture" referring to Christ's resurrection, "Thou wilt not leave my soul
in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption"—Psa.
16:10. Peter quoted this witness of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost
as proof that the Man that was crucified was the Messiah and that He



was risen from the dead as He had said and as was written of Him—Acts
2:22-28. How marvelous are the inspired writings! How they dovetail

and harmonize in every particular.

Forty-six years were the Jews occupied in building that stone structure

(It was not Solomon's temple. That was destroyed at the time of the
Babylonish capitivity); while Jesus's body was raised in three days. Man's
impotence is here shown in contrast with God's omnipotence. Furthermore
when the due time arrives for the temple's upbuilding, it will probably
arise in three days. Why not? miracles will be happening on every hand
in that day. And nothing is too hard for the Lord. Jesus' body was raised
in that short time.

"Now when He was in Jerusalem, * * * in the feast day, many believed

in His Name when they saw the miracles which He did." The memorial
that they were celebrating is called the "Jews' passover" in verse 13; for
that is what it had become. It had ceased to be "the Lord's passover'—Ex.
12:11, 27. Lev. 23:5. Folk continue to be religious long after the power of
Godliness has departed. They will be true to form and ceremony, keep
"holy days" and stay by their church when all spiritual vigor has waned

in their sect and in themselves. And tho' at times, when the voice of a
true prophet is heard, or something super-natural and manifestly divine
arrests their attention, they are stirred and apparently believe, as at the
present instance.

But Jesus was not impressed. He knew that they were not to be

trusted. The force of the Greek is "that they trusted Him; but He did not
trust them." Why? some one may ask. Because they were interested in
what He was doing and not in Him personally; therefore He had no con-
fidence in their faith. Conditions are very similar at this time. Men,

even some real Christians, are more stirred and interested when a revival
is on and the Lord is working. When everything is quiet, nothing manifestly
doing, they are indifferent and seldom attend the meetings.

The Lord knows such and He does not depend upon what they say

when the fire is falling. He is aware that they are the effervescent variety
of believers that bubble over for a little while and then are insipid and dead.
He wants "stayers," those who are not moved by dynamics of power, but
by devotion to His own Person. He trusts Himself and His interests to
those who really trust Him. How is it with us? Are we the religious sort

of runabouts who are always found at the healing meetings, or revival
services, but seldom attend prayer meeting, or Bible study? Is Christ
Himself paramount with us, or His mighty deeds? Let us enquire. We
may be guilty ourselves on this line. Can Jesus trust us or not?

THE VEIL AND BRAZEN ALTAR

CHAPTER THREE

“THERE was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of

the Jews. The same came to Jesus by night and said unto Him,

Rabbi, we know that thou are a teacher come from God; for no

man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him"—
Vs. 1, 2.

This chapter commences the second division of the Glory Record

of the Apostle John, which continues down to the close of chapter eleven.
The Man is herein seen in fellowship, and at the same time in contrast
with all other men. He is introduced, isolated, inundated and finally
separated from the majority of men. But at the same time some
acknowledge His claim as the Son of God, as is declared in the first

part of the division, which we are at present considering. And this
witness to Him is THREE-FOLD—from three different sections of
Palestine—Judea, Samaria and Galilee, and from three representative
characters—Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman and the nobleman from



Capernaum. Nicodemus was religious and moral, a member of the
Sanhedrin, standing for the self-righteous class; the woman at Samaria's
well, the immoral pariah, suggesting the irreligous and outcast; the courtier
of Capernaum, representing the polished, educated, suave man of the
world. All three bow at the feet of the Son of God and declare their

faith in His Deity. THREE avenues of approach to the soul are also
herein marked—Nicodemus thru his mind; the woman, thru her conscience;
the nobleman thru his heart.

The Must of the New Birth

The interesting narrative at the threshold of the central division of

John's Record is marvelous in its illumination of God's ways with man.

It shows the divine oversight to all that is contained herein. There is
order and system manifested in its every little detail. Each step which

the God-Man takes, each incident in His way, each place and person
found at the appointed site, are all ordained for that very moment. The
mighty Creator of all things is again on the scene, once more to manifest
His divine sovereignty in reconstructing and recreating as He wills.
Genesis is being repeated on a spirtual plane. We are told of a new birth.
Nicodemus, as intimated is a representative figure. He stands for the
Jew. His name, signifying "ruler of the populace,” is illustrative of his
identity in this wise. He is not on the scene by accident. The way of

his approach to the Teacher from heaven—under coyer of darkness—
tells us volumes. It is true that he was apprehensive of the danger from
the Jews who had been arounsed to anger because of their ousting from
the temple (chapter 2:14, 15), hence shows caution; but that is not the
full significance of that night visit. He is declaring by this fact, that

the Jew, the outstanding moral man of all times, is living under cover.

His sin is hidden. Outwardly he appears all that he claims. He is a
teacher of others, ruling over them because of his supposed superior
sanctity; but God knows the heart. He sees the condition of need in the
moral man as well as the immoral. These are both in the same class, alike
in nature and character, of the same essence inwardly, as is plainly
manifest to Him.

Darkness is as light to His gaze. Nothing is covered in His sight;

"but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do"—Heb. 4:13. Hence, it is to Nicodemus, the Pharisee

that Jesus speaks of the necessity of a new birth. How fitting!

The contrast between the Lord's manner with the ruler of the Jews

and the Samaritan woman is striking. To her was the assurance of God's
readiness to give if she but requested the living water; while the Pharisee
is held off by the abrupt declaration that he must do something—which
HE CANNOT DO. The condition of heart of each individual addressed
determined the different attitudes. The door to the kingdom was closed
to Nicodemus a real seeker, yet open to the woman who was apparantly
unworthy and indifferent. But the Lord sees not as man sees. The
Pharisee, tho' enquiring, was not yet ready to receive the revelation of
grace. He was a doer of religion, teacher of the Mosaic economy, but

not really understanding its place or message. He has to be shut up by
its demands before he can receive Christ as the Lamb of God. With all
his learning he has not yet understood the lost condition of humanity.

He is trusting in his own righteousness; therefore he must be stripped

of his rags. He must be humbled and brought to the very place of shame
where the woman at the well stood, before he can be truly exalted. He
must renounce his well-built up claim upon God, and fall down in nothingness
before Him ere he can be lifted up. His fig-leaf covering must be found
inadequate.

Nicodemus is nonplused. He cannot understand the change in his



theology. He had come in all sincerity seeking Jesus for some new
revelation, or added condition to fulfill, that would give to him greater
complacency, prestige and assurance of fitness in God's sight. In reality
he wanted to be more pleasing to himself. But Jesus takes him down,
not only a peg, or two, but way down, to the dust, by his words,

"Verily, verily | say unto thee, Except a man be born again he cannot
see the kingdom of God"—V. 3. Thus the Tabernacle of witness, God's
dwelling-place, is shown closed to man. THE VEIL of the tabernacle is
figured. It barred the way to God's presence. Even the best, the most
moral and religious man cannot enter there unless God intervenes. Here
is an enigma to the Pharisee. He only sees the natural; hence, he is
confounded. How can such a thing take place? he enquires. The Lord
answers by reiterating that which he had previously affirmed, with some
explanations. "Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born

of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." Then
He adds, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is

born of the Spirits spirit."

He shows the need of the new birth, also that it is a spiritual and not

a natural experience. A positive distinction is herein made between the
two creations by this first reference to the same. Flesh is always flesh.

It cannot even be Spirit, regardless of cultivation, or culture. As it is
born—so it will be. Likewise is the case in the spiritual birth. It cannot
be flesh. What it is born—so it is. No mixture of the two, flesh

and Spirit allowed by these words of the Teacher, who is admitted by
Nicodemus to be "from God." The "flesh" is not a new element of
personality as some one has said; but man as fallen. He has become
flesh, ruled over by his bodily appetites and inclinations; while "Spirit"
expresses the new man—all that he is as born again. "Water" as used
here by Jesus, refers to the Word of God which Peter calls "the
incorruptible seed." This in combination with the Spirit of God brings to
pass the supernatural new birth.

Ezekiel spoke of the spiritual birth, tho' not in these words, in his
prophecy (chapter 36:25, 26), where he describes the divine preparation
of Israel for the Kingdom of God. "Then will | sprinkle clean water upon
you and ye shall be clean; from all your filthiness and from all your idols
will | cleanse you. | will take away the stony heart out of your flesh and

| will give you a heart of flesh." The Prophet is dwelling upon the product,
or result of the new birth, while Jesus dwells upon the birth itself.
Nicodemus, tho' a teacher in Israel, had never understood the significance
of Ezekiel's words. It was a marvelous revelation to him, a religious
leader, that such moral folk as himself and those of his own race, the
Jews, needed a new birth. And furthermore, that they could not effect
this change themselves, but were dependent upon the Spirit of God, as
Jesus' words emphatically proclaimed. "The wind bloweth where it
listeth and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it
cometh nor whither it goeth; so is everyone that is born of the Spirit.
Invisible and uncontrollable as the wind, are the Spirit's operations, and
just as real and powerful, showing plainly the effects of His presence.
Jesus' bewilderment is great. It is His turn to marvel, that Nicodemus
does not know these things. A teacher not understanding his textbook,
is an anomaly; but there are many of this character in our day. Many
churches have such teachers, claiming to be of God and ignorant of the
first principles of salvation. But Jesus knew His Book and His God.

He declares as much saying, "We speak that WE DO KNOW and testify
that we have seen and ye receive not our testimony. If | have told you
earthly things and you believe not, how shall you believe if | tell you

of heavenly things? And no man hath ascended up to heaven but He



that hath come down from heaven; even the Son of Man which is in
heaven." He was the true witness, the competent witness of the things
of which He was speaking. He could speak of the new birth—of its
necessity and the manner of its working. The fact of its absolute MUST
had brought Him on the scene. He had come down from heaven to lay
the foundation for a spiritual creation. His Father had prepared Him a
body in which He could die (Heb. 10:5), and thus make way for the New
Man to come out of death into life. He was the explanation of the why

of the veil of the tabernacle. But it was a heavenly Man; for by the
mystery of His nature He was still in heaven. The divine-human Per-
sonality comes out distinctly here. And that is not all. He says that

He will ascend up again from whence He came. Earth cannot hold Him
long. Heaven is His sphere.

The Must of the Cross

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must

the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life"—Vs. 14, 15. Jesus Himself gives us the first
mention of the cross, tho' not in those exact words, but the meaning of
the same. And its full character is in view, as being the direct edict of
God. Men, by evil hands, may crucify the Son of Man (as they did---
Acts 2:23); but that would not allay the wrath of God. It was the lifting
up" of Him in divine order, the token of wrath endured, that satisfied the
justice of God. It had been written, "He that hangeth upon a tree is ac-
cursed of God"—Deut. 22:23. Now Jesus likens His own hanging on the
cross to Moses' lifting up the serpent—Num. 21:9. The former was the
typical remedy for the serpent's bite to everyone who looked in faith.
Likewise with the sinner today; one look of faith to the Christ, who was
made sin for mankind on the cross, brings salvation from sin. The effects
of sin are nullified. God is satisfied and glorified. Satan is defied by

the lifting up of Christ "in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin;" that

is, as being accursed, a sin-offering. Christ put away sin—that which
brings condemnation to the sinner; hence, the believer is justified by
faith. The penalty of sin has been borne; hence for the sinner that
believes on Jesus there is no perdition, no eternal doom. But having
eternal life goes far beyond the removal of death. It connects with the
words of Jesus that pertain to the spiritual birth. The possession of divine
life of necessity implies eternal life. "That which is born of the Spirit is
spirit." ..It is eternal. It has its source in God who had no beginning and
can have no end. The death of Christ on the cross is the basis of this
priceless gift, eternal life, to men, which is assured to them at the moment
they believe on Jesus. God is back of all this marvelous grace, as the
Lord goes on to say, "For God so loved the world that He gave His Only
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
eternal life." Here is the heart of the matter, the moving cause of every
blessing to mankind thru the cross—GOD LOVED. And for whom was
this love? the Jew? the good? the elect? No, but for the world as it was
and is, the world of wrecked humanity—sinnners and enemies of God.
The measure of that love is infinite. It is beyond all estimation, or
computation. He so loved that He gave His Son, HIS ONLY SON, that
WHOSOEVER, anywhere, or any time, believes shall have eternal life.
No conditions are attached to this free offer on God's part. The Gospel is
here seen in its vastness and beauty. Grace on God's part was mani-
fested toward man in its fullest extent in the Gift of His Son. To accept
the Son is to have life; but on the other hand to reject Him is fraught

with gravest import. It is fatal to even be indifferent to God's Son.

No man can be neutral in the matter. Here are the words of the Son.

It is believe or perish—judgment or blessing—damnation or life—eternal



happiness or eternal woe. There are two sides and no middle ground
between.

The Light has come into the world in the Person of Christ and Light
makes everything manifest. But that is the rub. Men do not desire
manifestation when their deeds are evil. They love darkness and desire
to revel in sin and iniquity. The darkness conceals them and their evil
doings, hence they wish to remain hidden. By turning from the light
they are showing that it bears witness to their consciences; but they are
refusing its witness. The one who desires the truth, comes to the light
and lets it shine upon him and in him and manifests the fact that his
deeds are wrought in God. These words of Jesus (Vs. 1 to 21) were all
spoken to Nicodemus. There is no mention of the end of his night visit.
We learn later in this Record that he became a true disciple of Christ.
His desire for Him is shown in chapter 3; his defense of Him in chapter 7;
his devotion to Him in chapter 19. In Christ's night school, he learned
that tho' he was a ruler, he needed a ransom, even as other men. He
came to Jesus ignorant of his need; but he went away enlightened. The
light had not shone upon him in vain. He found that he was not a subject
of the Kingdom of God, because he had not received the certificate
eligibility—the new birth. Later this lack was remedied. He became

a follower of Jesus, the King, and a subject of the Kingdom.

The End of a Great Testimony

"After these things, came Jesus and His disciples into the land of
Judea and there He tarried with them and baptized. And John also was
baptizing." He closed his career even as he began as a loyal servant.
How often there is a change in folks. They commence in whole hearted
surrender to the Lord; but end far otherwise. It is comforting and re-
freshing to find faithful followers. At the time referred to here, the
disciples of John and Jesus were both baptizing which led the Jews to
start a controversy. So many folks are good at that. They love argument
and disputes and are ready to take sides. But John soon silenced

the row about Jesus and himself. He was no rival of the Son of God.
Never had he desired any honor for himself. Again we are impressed
with his unselfish service. We might learn much from his example. He
says "A man can receive nothing except it be given him from above. Ye
yourselves bear me witness, that | said, | am not the Christ but that |
am sent before Him. He that hath the bride is the Bridegroom; but the
friend of the Bridegroom which standeth and heareth him rejoiceth
greatly because of the Bridegroom's voice. This my joy is fulfilled.”
Here is the testimony of an overcomer. There is abiding contentment to
the one that is satisfied with the will of God. Let things go as they may,
God still rules over all. Then the peace of God will garrison the citadel
and keep the mind and heart.

John’s business was to introduce the Bridegroom. That being done,

his work was finished. He had heard His voice therefore His joy was
fulfilled. He was going on now. He did not know what lay before him;
but he would be satisfied that the Bridegroom was on the scene. The
friend could now depart. What renunciation in his words! What victory
over the old creation in the testimony of this man of whom it is written
that he was filled with the Spirit from his mother’'s womb. He laid down
the trowel and the spade. His work was done. He had said he was only
a voice, proclaiming the coming of the Messiah, and now he declares the
triumph of that One, saying, "He must increase; but | must decrease.”
Noble finish to a noble life! John's history appears to end disastrously.
He was beheaded in prison because of the hatred of an evil woman---
Matt. 14. He had very little success as the world judges; but rather the
opposite. Men would call him a failure; but selfish success is defeat,



according to Bible ethics. He magnified Christ. That was the sole
purpose for which he was on the scene. He knew it and entered into his
work wholeheartedly. He did the will of God and that is victory, that is
success. He will reap an abundant reward. No man can do more. He
was happy in his appointed ministry and was loyal to

God and His Son. May we all covet such devotion to the Person of the
Bridegroom and glorify Him at any and all cost. The end of such a man,
regardless of what appears, IS PEACE.

“He that cometh from above is above all. He that is of the earth is earthly
and speaketh of the earth. He that cometh from heaven is above all.”
John is still proclaiming the worth of Jesus. He is witnessing of His
heavenly character. The two creations are in view, as well as the

two dispensations. Jesus represented the one; while John was the figure
of the other. The one is heavenly and endures forever. The other is
earthly and but a pattern, which gives way to the substance even as John
was giving way to Jesus. John insists that Jesus is the expression of

the heavenly life and that He speaks of what he hath seen and heard;
but that His testimony is not received. But some do acknowledge Him,
for he adds, "He that hath received his testimony, he hath set to his seal
that God is true." Note that THE WORD OF GOD speaks the WORDS

of God and men are responsible to consider them and Him. It is surely too
bad for that man that refuses the claims of Jesus Christ. He was the
Image of the Invisible God. All that Deity expressed, He manifested.

The Spirit was not given to Him in a portion, but the fulness was bestowed
upon Him. “The Father loveth the Son and hath given all things into

His hand,” is further testimony to Him. He is supreme. We cannot

value Him too much. His words declare the Father—He is revealed in the
Son. Faith in Him is an absolute necessity, as John's last words indicate.
He that does not acknowledge the Son, or is not subject to Him, as some
translate, shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides upon him. It

is eternal life, as given by the Son, or no life. It is eternal life, or eternal
wrath. These are the two alternatives. God has invested His Son with

all honor, power and authority. He has been manifested to reveal the
Father and there is no way of getting that revelation otherwise. It is
either Him or death. John sends his disciples to Jesus as the One all
sufficient and essential for every man. The Tabernacle in the wilderness,
with all its furniture is answered in every particular in the Person

of Christ. He was the dwelling place of Deity upon the earth. In our
present chapter we view Him as the Antitype of the Vail and the

Brazen Altar.

FATHER TIME CONQUERED

Ah, no! these Christians ne'er grow faint, nor old.

They have the smile of saints whose hearts are bold.

They do not sit and sigh in idle tears

Because their youth is past these many years.

They do not fear old age with its defeat,

But laugh in scorn at all who dare compete

And boast that they are young and in their prime.

They count not years by days, hoar heads, nor time.

They do not faint, or weary grow and say,

| cannot work like on the yesterday.

They dp not pattern after earthly mould,

Nor grieve that they have come to years called "old."

They wait upon the Lord and strength renew.

Mount up on wings, refreshed with heaven's dew.

Tho' youth has gone—its lovely lilting rhyme ---



They know that Christ has conquered Father Time.

THE PERFECT SAVIOR

CHAPTER FOUR

"When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that

Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, * * * He left Judea
and departed into Galilee. And He must needs go thru Samaria"—John
4:1-4. Here we have one of the MUSTS of John. This is the Gospel of
the Son of God and declares the absolute necessity of His stoop to earth,
and later to the death of the cross. There was no other way to the re-
demption of humanity. Men are seen at the outset of the Record as flesh
and needing a new birth. The reports of the previous Gospels have shown
man at enmity with God, being tested by the presence of God in the midst.
He is found dead Godward. Christ has come as Eternal Life and Light
and Love to communicate of Himself to all who will receive. He MUST
come and He MUST be lifted up; for men MUST be born again. The

new creation MUST increase and the old creation MUST decrease. And
now we read, He MUST go thru Samaria on His way to Galilee. The neces- v
sity was partly geograpic; but predominantly spiritual. Men everywhere
need Him and He is for all men. Jew and Gentile, bond and free, black,
white, red and yellow men; all must be born again before they can enter
the Kingdom of God. There was another route from Judea to Galilee;

but Jesus took the one that led thru Samaria, as His Father ordered; for
tho' He was Lord, as John rightly calls Him (V. 1), yet as Man He

obeyed the Father's voice. The rumor that He baptized is corrected. The
Master does not perform the porter's task—V. 20. It is a crisis time for
the world. The Creator is present and walking around, doing good in

the midst of evil. His presence in Samaria is significant; for in spite

of the woman's claim to "our father Jacob," it is really Gentile, tho' with

a mixture of Jewish blood, which was worse than valueless. Mixed mar-
riages were forbidden by the Mosaic Economy.

Samaria, signifying "conservative," or "watch-height," was the

name of a portion of the land of the ten tribes; also the name of the capital
city. When Rehoboam, son of Solomon became ruler of Israel, he was
somewhat undecided as to the course that he should pursue as to grace,
or law, we would say. He consulted with the old men and then with the
young men, whose advice was diamentrically opposed to each other. The
one, the elders said, "If thou wilt be a servant unto this people and serve
them and answer them and speak good words to them, then they will be
thy servants forever." The younger men who had grown up with him

and had no experience of the solemn obligations of a king, advised a dif-
ferent course. They said, "Thus shalt thou speak to this people, * * *

My father did lade you with a heavy yoke—I will add to thy yoke. My
father did chastise you with whips—I will chastise you with scorpions
_1Kgs. 12:7-11. He took the counsel of the young men; and thus the
kingdom was divided. There was a rupture which never was healed. The
ten tribes seceded. They made Jeroboam (one who had no legal or
natural right whatever) king, and he built up Samaria and made that

city his headquarters; while the two tribes, Judah and Benjamin, stayed
by Jerusalem and Rehoboam, the Davidic line.

Afterward because of Israel's departure in heart from the Lord, He
allowed Shalmanezer, king of Assyria, to come up against their cities and
take them captive to their land. Then he brought back his people and
placed them in Israel's land. Thus Samaria became a place of a mixed
multitude, and while priests and Levites were left among them to teach
them of the true and living God, they were not converted, but "made gods
of their own and put them in the high places."” And it was to that field

that Jesus journeyed and there found more receptive hearts than in



Judea, or Galilee. A man is not a prophet among his own people, or in
his own city. He Himself declared. "Then cometh He to a city of Samaria
called Sychar, near to the piece of land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his
journey, sat thus at the well. It was about the sixth hour. There cometh
a woman of Samaria to draw water"—Vs. 5-7. Herein is recorded one of
the most interesting narratives in the Gospel. It gives us a striking
glimpse of the human side of the Son of God: also a superb summary of
His manner of dealing with souls. The great underlying principle is that
He sought a point of common interest with the woman. He did not blurt
out the truth immediately. He led up to the goal gradually. "He that
winneth souls is wise," He shows to us. But He did not always work

in this manner. He was led absolutely by the Spirit in His words, ways
and deeds. Each approach was to lead to a successful campaign.

That woman of Sychar was chosen as a future messenger to a city

and was being prepared by the Lord's present policy. Let all men who
refuse woman's ministry, mark this case. The Lord calls and ordains her
for service. And such an unfit messenger, nice folks would say. But this
is not an exceptional method with Him. He took Rahab the harlot out of
Jericho; and the beggar from the dung-pile shall find a seat among the
princes; and the publicans and sinners habitually followed Jesus in His
earthly sojourn. But here was one not following, but actually sought out
—a weary, jaded, conscious-stricken outcast. She was awakened and
saved, given a new life with new hopes—a new beginning, loomed before
her tired eyes. O how wonderful! And how many other souls have been
touched and taken out of the hand of Satan thru this tale, only eternity
can tell! The Lord withdraws from the self-righteous legalism of the
Pharisee to reach this woman. He comes to sow a new field with the
word of Life. He had previously been reaping of John's testimony; but
now the Baptist's voice is hushed. He was in prison. His race is run;

his ministry is over. He had pointed out the Chief Shepherd and all eyes
are now turned toward Him and all expectation from Him. His Father
willed it so. All things are summed up in His Beloved Son. Thus He
comes to the well, His back as it were toward Jerusalem, and His face
toward Galilee, the place where figuratively at least, He will meet the
restored remnant of Israel in the latter days—Matt. 28:16-20.

"The two days™ testimony in Samaria is most suggestive of the

present interval of grace, the church age when the mixed multitude,
Israel among the Gentiles, come into the picture. All the steps of this
good Man are ordered of the Lord and are in harmony with dispensational
Truth. Hence we find the Lord at Sychar, "purchased," which derived

its name from the piece of ground purchased from Hamor by Jacob and
given to Joseph, who was buried there. But all that he purchased and
could give to his best loved son was a grave (tho' he meant it otherwise).
WELLS OF WATER

And this place was most suited to speak of another purchase which would
not end in sorrow nor death, but carried life and immortality in its giving.
Therefore we are taught that Jacob's well was an instructive type of
Christ's salvation as well as a contrast thereto.

"There cometh a woman to draw water. Jesus saith unto her, Give

Me to drink? * * * Then saith the woman of Samaria unto Him, How is

it that thou being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of
Samaria? (for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans). Jesus
answered, * * * "|f thou knewest the Gift of God and who it is that saith
unto thee, Give me to drink? thou wouldest have asked of Him and He
would have given thee living water. The woman saith unto Him, Sir, thou
hast nothing to draw with and the well is deep; from whence then hast



thou this living water? Art thou greater than our father Jacob which

gave us the well and drank thereof himself and his children and his cattle?
Jesus answered, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again; but
whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst;

but the water that | shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life"—Vs. 7-14.

We have seven stages in the capture of Man-Soul in this chapter. 1.
Preparation—Vs. 1 to 6. 2. Approach—Vs. 7 to 14. 3. Assault—Vs.

15to 18. 4. Advance—Vs. 19 to 24. 5. Capture—Vs. 25, 26. 6.
Conquest—Vs 27 to 30. 7. Consequences—Vs. 31 to 42. We have already
noted the preparation for the storming of the citadel. Now we will mark
the approach. It is gradual and different from the manner the Lord used

in the case of Nicodemus. He was overtaken thru head-gate, the woman
thru heart-gate. "Thirst and water" are the points of contact. Why did
Jesus ask an adulteress for a drink? The natural inference is that

He was thirsty, the spiritual reason and answer, are that He wanted to
give her a drink of living water. He is always on the watch for such folks.
Observe that there are TWO WELLS and a BUCKET found in this
narrative; also THREE GIFTS. Verse 14 proves this latter statement.
Jesus Himself was the Gift of God; then He asked a gift of the woman,

a drink, and third, He gave her "the Gift of living water," namely salvation.
Mark how naturally the conversation opens up between these two
characters so widely opposed in several ways, but alike in others. He was
alone: she also. He, because of His sinless holy character and holy life,
was separated from all other men, even those creatures that He had come
to save. She too was separated from all others, but for another reason.
Her sin was the cause of her isolation. She was alone because she was
what the world terms, "a fallen woman;" but in God's sight, she was no
more fallen than those who turned away from her. It is written, “ALL

have sinned and come short of the glory of God." Her sin was more
manifest; hence those of a moral character and reputation would not
associate with her, tho' in reality and nature they were the same.

Jesus understood her lonely, dissatisfied condition. He saw her heart
crying out for satisfaction, as she drank of every well of earth to quench
her thirst without success. He was come to satisfy that lonely, longing
heart. He was lonely too in a world of people. These two met by a well,
representative of the fountain of life which He the Life-Giver was waiting
to bestow. There was a second point of similarity between Jesus and

the woman—they were both weary, but from different causes. He had
come a long journey. Samaria was 46 miles from Jerusalem and the Son
of God had no modern conveyance such as you and | have, not even an old
model T, nor wagon, nor horse. No, not even an ass did He own. What

a rebuke to the luxurious manner of living of so many folk today. They
must have a car to take them to meeting, or they will not attend; but
Jesus, the Creator of the universe went on foot. We would think that God
did not care very much for His Son, or He would have provided an easier
way for Him to get around. But we learn here that the Father did not

save His Son from the hard things of life. He was in all points tempted

like as we are; hence He can enter into our sorrows and sympathize with
us in our trials and hardships. But on that occasion He was tired and sat
down by the well, and behold a woman came to get water. She too was
tired, not because she had come far, but because of the dreary, burdened
life she lived. Disappointment and boredom were written upon her face,
and the Lord knew how weary she was of life. He had come that way to
meet her and lift her burden forever. Blessed day for her. She had

long ago come to the end of the rainbow and it had yielded no pot of gold
to her; but here at last was the treasure she sought.



Another point in which their experience was similar was that they

were both hungry and thirsty; but in far different respects. His hunger
and thirst were physical. His disciples had gone to buy meat, while he
rested and waited for them, which order was all in the will of God. But
He was consumed with another hunger also. He was seeking fruit from
man, something from the creature that He had made to satisfy His heart
of love. But the fig tree as well as all the other trees yielded Him no fruit.
They were clothed with leaves (profession), even as Adam and Eve after
they had sinned, but nothing more—Matt. 11:18-20. Jesus must die and
be raised from the dead before there can be any fruit for the Creator.
Only the new creation born from above can yield anything that will satisfy
the holy nature of the triune God. Nevertheless Jesus came seeking fruit.
The woman was hungry and thirsty also. Only Jesus realized how
desperate was her need. He fathomed all the depths of her being which
was crying out for satisfaction. She might not have been hungry physically
(tho' thirsty she probably was, for she came to draw water); but

her soul was desperately hungry. Here we are shown spiritual strategy.
THIRST and WATER are the points of contact. Jesus asks the woman
for a drink. He was thirsty; but he knew she was thirsty also. He wanted
to give her a drink. It was "the sixth hour" (noon). The woman came

at this time to avoid meeting anyone. The women generally came to get
water early in the morning, or late at night. She wanted to avoid the
crowd and was surprised to find Jesus, a Jew, at the well. All things,
time, place and circumstances, are ready for the great denouement.
Notice how the drama proceeds.

She asks, "How is it that thou a Jew askest drink of me, * * *

a Samaritan?" His reply is enigmatical. "If thou hadst known," he

says. Ah, how different things would have been if we had thought and
said and done what we would have, if we had known. The woman is
interested when the Lord tells her that He has a drink for her; but she

is puzzled. She can only understand this in the natural and answers
accordingly. "Thou hast nothing to draw with." But she was mistaken

He has the infinite resources of God's salvation in store and the infinite
resources of His faith to draw upon it. True the well is deep. No man

has yet plumbed the depths of salvation. Then she attempts a theological
CHRIST AS PROPHET

discussion; she enquires, "Art thou greater than our father Jacob? etc."
Have you a greater well than he to give us? He and his children drank

of this well. It was good enough for them and it is good enough for me,
she was saying. We can almost hear the moderns speaking. "My folks
were Methodists and | will never be anything else, etc." Or "My mother
was a Baptist, or Lutheran, or Catholic," as the case may be, "and she
was a good woman. Her church is my choice;" and other like statements
we hear. But Jesus shut the Samaritan woman's mouth temporarily at
least by His assault. The moment had come for the raid upon her
conscience. He declares, that the water which she had come to draw, did
not allay her thirst, that she must come again and again to draw. She
was well aware of this fact, but He goes further. He tells her of a
supernatural well and water which would satisfy her spiritual thirst.

The latter was far greater than the physical and it needed no effort on
man's part to get it. He gave it freely to all that thirsted. Ah, now He

has her attention. This was some well that He was telling about and she
wanted that water. "Sir, give me this water," she cried. Now she is

ready for the awakening words. She had admitted her desire for life

and satisfaction. He replies, "Go call thy husband and come hither."

GO and COME were the gist of his reply. He was not sending her away,
as the sequel proves. When she told Him the truth, "l have no husband,"



she was admitting her guilt. And the Lord lets her know that He knew

that and more. He knew the very worst about her. Here is what is so
great and glorious. There is nothing hidden from the sight of God and we
are glad that it is so. Everything is brought out and shown up in His
presence and then it is put away forever. He never tells us about it
anymore.

Jesus reveals to the woman that He knows that she has had five
husbands, and the present man with whom she is living is not her husband.
By her reply, "Sir | perceive thou art a prophet,” she is saying that He has
told the truth; but she attempts to dodge the issue. She wants to start

an argument; but the sword has found lodgment. Mark the growth of

her realization of the identity of Jesus. First he is "a Jew," then "Sir,"
afterwards she calls Him a "Prophet" and at last He is "the Christ." But

at the same time when Jesus gets right down to the matter of her sin,

she endeavors to turn the conversation into another channel. She says,
"Our fathers worshipped in this mountain and ye say, that in Jerusalem

is the place where men ought to worship." The Lord refuses to argue

with her about the matter of religion, or any other topic. But He lets

her know that there has been a right way and a right place to worship.

He says, "Ye (Samaritans) worship ye know not what; we (Jews) know
what we worship; for salvation is of the Jews. Thereupon Jesus reveals

a secret to her which He has not yet told His Apostles and friends.
"Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh when ye shall neither in this moun-
tain, nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father. * * * The hour cometh, and
NOW IS, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in Spirit

and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit.”
He had for a time been worshipped in outward form and ceremony,

but that age was past. A change was due, a new dispensation was dawning,
a different manner and place for the manifestation and worship

of God in the earth was His purpose, and a fallen woman of despised
Samaria gets the first hint of the news. God delights to blow upon

the pride and self-righteous presumption of man, hence reveals Himself
and His plans to the poor and contrite.

The citadel is captured and surrenders. The woman is not only con-
victed but convinced, converted and comforted. The conversation ends;
the goal is reached. The woman says, "I know that Messiah cometh; * * *
when He is come, He will tell us all things. Jesus answered, | that speak
unto thee AM HE." The woman had been revealed to her own self, and
now the Christ, the Savior of sinners is revealed to her heart. She was
thirsty, therefore she gets the well of water. That is always the way.

It is only the sick that need the physician. Immediately, "the disciples
came and marvelled that He talked with the woman; but no one said,

Why talkest Thou?" Observe that those companions of Jesus did not
guestion Him in the least. Today they would presumptiously criticise and
speak to Him about His action in having a chat with a fallen woman.
Should He not avoid the appearance of evil and live above reproach? they
would no doubt enquire. What had He in common with such a woman?
they would ask among themselves. Many today would insist that we

live more sanctified than did Jesus. The impudence of some young

folks on this line is appalling. They have no sense of reverence for age,
wisdom, or saintliness. They themselves are the court of appeal. Of

what they do not approve, no one else should. "We are the people. Wisdom
will die with us," is their secret opinion of themselves. They are so wise in
their own conceit. But they will learn, if they give God a chance at their
lives. He will take them by the hand and lead them down into the dim valley
of silence where the weeping willows grow. We are assured that He will
teach His children and "pluck His own geese," as we have heard said.



A young fellow was giving instruction to an aged farmer about the
advantage of holding up his head with the best of the world. He said,
“‘Don't be so humble and let folks run over you." The farmer who was as
ripe in experience as the wheat which he grew, answered, “Ah, my boy,
'tis the empty heads which stand up so straight. The full heads bend over
with the weight of what is in them."”

The woman left at once. She forgot her water bucket in the con-
sciousness of the great honor and privilege which was conferred upon
her. She was filled with the water of life and she could not keep the
good news to herself. She had seen and talked with the Messiah. She
must tell others. "She went into the city and saith to the MEN, Come,
see a Man, which told me all things that ever | did." She cannot be
bothered about that bucket, or the water which she had come to draw.
She has forgotten her natural thirst because of the deeper need of her
soul being met. The shame of her guilt has gone. She is no longer a
sinner; for the Christ has looked upon her in love and forgiveness. He
has made her to live. She is refreshed and comforted with her well of
salvation and she wants others to share in her blessing. Observe that
this woman was the first messenger to the white fields of Samaria. The
Lord called and ordained her for this service. Those who object to
woman's service and think that she should have a man over her, would
do well to meditate upon this occurence here. They might learn to leave
hands off God-appointed and God-anointed women and let them obey
God as they are led in spheres of service. The more we think upon this
story the more we are impressed with its varied lessons for us. This
woman led a whole city, we might say, to Christ. A woman with a bad
HARVEST OF SOULS

reputation and deservedly so, according to Christ's own words, is used
of the Lord to gather this great host into the Kingdom rather than those
nice proper men that were with Him. There is food for reflection here.

If any man hath ears let him hear. "The meek will He guide in judgment:
and the meek will He teach His way"—Psalm 25:9.

"In the mean while. His disciples prayed Him saying, Master, eat.

And He said unto them, | have meat to eat that ye know not of. There-
fore His disciples said, one to another, Hath any man brought Him aught
to eat? Jesus said, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me and to
finish His work"—John 4:31-34.

Jesus had forgotten His natural hunger in the joy of supplying the

water of life to the thirsty, fainting soul of the woman. She forgot her
thirst in the satisfaction she found in her well; and He forgot His thirst

in meeting her need. Reciprocity, we would say, was in evidence. The
last point of the outline of the chapter is before us. The consequences of
the capture of the soul of the woman is seen in that which follows. She
becomes a living witness to others. Her well of salvation is overflowing
and the parched soil of other souls is getting the benefit. Meantime the
disciples are perplexed that Jesus does not appear hungry. They beseech
Him to eat; for they are aware how many hours have elapsed since He had
taken any food. His answer proved that He was spiritually filled by filling
others. And furthermore, that even His physical appetite was appeased
by His service to the woman. He was more interested in a soul than a
supper and would rather do than dine. To obey the will of God was
nourishment to Him—to finish His work was food. Jesus speaks to them
of the white fields ready for the spiritual harvest; for they too are called
to work. The divine Director has marked out a path and a program for
each of those disciples. There is a harvest waiting to be reaped and they
are to share with others of like faith who have gone before. There is

a result to all our labors, whether we see it or not. Those who come after



us may have the joy of reaping what we have sown, even as we may be
getting a harvest from others' toil. We are today privileged in a marked
degree because of those worthies of faith who have passed on before.
Some folk of this present age, as well as those of the past suffered

and died for the sake of Jesus and the Truth. The seed which they have
sown was watered with their blood. Let us not forget that we today

are reaping of their sacrifice.

Likewise in the case of those early disciples. Prophets and faithful

Jews labored before them for their love to God and the Scriptures, and
they entered into the results thereof. And even tho' Israel as a nation
rejects Him yet the work of spiritual laborers will continue and will be
rewarded. Sowing the seed will surely bring forth fruit, the Lord assures.
He sees the great harvest of souls from among the Gentiles during this
age and His soul is refreshed and filled with strength and comfort. The
fields of Judea may be tardy in showing signs of fruit; but that too

shall come in due time. Not one saying of God will return void, but will
accomplish that whereunto He sends it. The Samaritans are moved by
the words of the messenger and come out of the city to see Jesus. The
stream of blessing is flowing. Then two days of faithful testimony follow
figurative of the present age. The people beseech the "Weller-Forth of
Water" to stay with them after they see and hear Him. They own Him,
not only Israel's Savior, but "the Savior of the whole world." "After two
days, He departed thence and went into Galilee; for Jesus Himself testi-
fied that a prophet had no honor in his own country"—Vs. 43, 44. Jesus
must go on. His mercies and blessings cannot be confined to one place,
or to one people. After this age of fruitfulness, when the Gentile harvest,
the white fields of the world, have been gathered home; the Lord will
again show Himself to His ancient people, the Jews, beloved for the
fathers' sake. We have noted the fact previously, that Jesus before

His death, promised to meet the believing remnant of His people in Galilee,
which promise was fulfilled (Matt. 26:32 and 28:10, 20); but later, it will
be fulfilled in a far greater measure. Nevertheless, while the record of
His doings were prophetic, it is true that He was more appreciated among
strangers than among His own people. The same may be said of His
faithful followers today. The world and saints of other places esteem
them more highly than their own friends and family. Many preachers
are more popular in other pulpits than in their own. This reason is found,
not infrequently, that their own people come to hear them without
enthusiasm, or expectation; hence, do not give them the encouragement
they receive from strangers. Ofttimes the home folks praise the visiting
preachers and comment on their sermons which do not compare with
those that they receive from their own preachers continually. Yet they
never commend the latter and many times give their money to the visitors.
There is a proverb that says, "It is a shame to support a stranger and
starve a son." Or another, "Starve the goose that lays the golden egg."
"And there was a nobleman (a courtier, another translates), whose

son was sick at Capernaum.” This man asked Jesus to come and heal his
son who was dying. Here we see a prophetic figure of the remnant of
the end. Ennobled by faith, they will come and beseech the Lord to
undertake for the young life that is found in their midst. It will be on

the point to die because of the tribulation that will be stalking over the
land. It appears from the type that the Lord will let them pray again and
again; but they will not let Him go until finally He is constrained to act
for them. Jesus declares that the nobleman "will not believe except he
sees signs and wonders;" but the man refuses to be rebuffed. He cries,
"Sir, come down ere my son dies." Jesus is constrained by his impor-
tunity. He says, "Go, thy son liveth." The man believes, departs and



finds it as the Lord had said. Thus the Jews of the latter days will find
deliverance from death by the appearance of the Lord; and Capernaum,
the city of neglected opportunities, which was brought down to hades for
its rejection of Christ (Matt. 11:23), shall come into realization of its

true name, "city of comfort." At "the seventh hour," the fever leaves

the boy which is truly refreshing in its significance. The fever of unrest
and unreality will leave God's ancient people forever when Jesus comes to
Cana, "the purchased" place. That is, on the basis of His blood, the price
of redemption, He will deliver and bless Israel forever. Cana is marked
out emphatically as the city where His first miracle, as well as the second
was wrought. The wedding furnished with wine and the youth restored

to life point on to the sure results of Christ's sojourn on earth. He laid

the foundation of all joy, hope, happiness and fellowship as well as
restoration to life in His first advent; but it will not be evidenced until His
second advent. He will then change the shadows to sunshine and show
the rainbow thru the tears. That will be the seventh age.

THE CLEANSING LAVER

CHAPTER FIVE

“AFTER this, there was a feast of the Jews and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool,

which is called in the Hebrew tongue, Bethesda, having five

porches. In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk; of blind, halt,
withered, waiting for the moving of the water.” A number of instances are
recorded in this Gospel where Jesus went up to Jerusalem to a feast. The
above is the second instance. He comes upon a pathetic sight at "the
sheep gate," R. V. Here Omnipotence meets impotence and there is a
change. The crippled man is healed. We may divide this Chapter into
three parts; namely, the Marvel (Vs. 1 to 9); the Murmur (Vs. 10 to 18);
the Message—Vs. 19 to 37. This Gospel of the Son of God is unique in its
manner of focusing our attention upon certain men, women, events, cir-
cumstances and things. It also distinguishes Jesus as the Redeemer, not
of the Jews only, but of the whole world. A watering place is the
background of our present lesson. Health-resorts are not things of modern
times only, as we learn here, but from ancient days. Folk were always
seeking to regain health. It was always the aim of the sick and afflicted

to be cured of their troubles. Men prize the well-being of their bodies
more than their souls' salvation; and the Lord is able for both. He has
made provision for the full redemption of mankind, as is plainly taught

in Scripture. The impotent man is the illustration set before us. Beth-
esda—"house of mercy." appears so suitable in this case. The poor

man is truly in need of mercy, but alas, because of his condition the place
cannot be to him what the name suggests. He is helpless to move even
at the angel's ministration. The remedy is there; but he cannot avail
himself of its efficacy.

"A feast of the Jews," is the apparent cause of the visit of Jesus to
Jerusalem. We are not told the name of the feast, but we notice it is

not called the Lord's, but the "Jews' feast,” which is significant of its
hollowness and formality. It was the passover and marked the beginning
of His second year. It reveals the cause of the powerlessness of the
remedy for the man's condition. For Bethesda with its five porches
figures the law at its second giving. Mercy accompanied it, in that the
Tabernacle, with its ceremonial service (offerings and priesthood), was
part of that Sinaitic Economy—Ex. 19:40. Nevertheless because of the
absoluteness of the ruin of man, he is shut up to the mercy of God alone.
The porches filled with the sick and afflicted, show us the attitude of men
toward their condition. They are not so bad, as some others, they argue,
or they are doing the best they can to avail themselves of the mercy of



God, etc., etc. But there is one man among the hundreds (and that is
about the average) who is really unable to do one thing to help himself.
He has been in that place 38 years, vainly seeking to be healed. He can-
not step into the pool and no one comes to his aid. There he lies in the
presence of the remedy and yet helpless to get its benefits. But he is the
very one that Jesus sees. The desperateness of his case meets the eye of
the Savior of men. Nevertheless, observe that he is not put into the pool.
No indeed; the Lord Himself is the Healer. He speaks the word of power
to the helpless man, and lo, he is put upon his feet. And more, he carries
the bed upon which he had been lying those many years. Oh, this is
truly wonderful. The Lord simply enquires of the man, "Wilt thou be
made whole?" He answers affirmatively, but apparently without hope.

"I have no man to put me into the pool," he despairingly cries. He surely
is in a woeful plight. But at last there comes a Man, not to put him

into the water, but to speak the word of power that lifts him out of death
into life—to walk and work and win. Men need life to comply with the
law's demands. There is no use telling a dead stick to do something.

It cannot obey. Likewise in the case of this man. He gets life thru the
word of the Life-Giver, the Son of God. He had come for that very
purpose from heaven—to make the dead to live and the lame to leap

as the hart. Furthermore, Christ does not help men to keep the law. He
is no crutch for men. He puts new life within them that needs no law.
When He speaks they obey.

The first giving of the law of Moses had no mercy connected with it.

The Law-Giver broke the tables of stone immediately upon coming down
from the mount, because Israel had already broken the commands. They
were dancing around a golden calf—Ex. 32:19. The law is like a chain.

It is one; hence, to break one command is to break the whole—Jas. 2:10.
But even so the trial is not finished. Israel have shown themselves sin-
ners; but they shall have another chance to prove whether they can better
their condition. The majority of folk recognize that they are sinners, and
that God must show mercy; yet they are lothe to give up and acknowledge
that they are without strength and can do NOTHING to help themselves.
They will admit that they need forgiveness—God must show mercy—but
to surrender all hope of being any better, that is another matter al-
together. We will patiently wait in "the house of mercy," day after

day hoping to get help; but to own up to our total inability, our bankrupt
estate, is going too far. Man's pride and self-sufficiency unite in a
desperate struggle against such a setting aside of his responsibility, as
he claims this to be and such an acknowledgement of complete failure,
as this step surely signifies. The amalgamation of law and grace, which
the teaching of the different sects present, proves how difficult it is for
man to descend from the lofty height of his good opinion of himself. The
second giving of the law anticipated such a condition and made way for
man's complete breakdown before the judgment of God. And not only

as guilty before Him (the first giving of the law proved this fact), but
without strength to make amends for the past, or do better in the

future. What a blessed day for that impotent man when Jesus came
along. We are not even told his name; for he expresses the state of all
weak folk who learn by repeated failure that they are helpless. Jesus
found out the worst case in that waiting throng and healed him. The
great blessing was not forced upon him. No, he was consulted, tho' as
many at the present hour, he was looking at the pool instead of the
physician, trusting to church and ceremony instead of Christ and the
cross. The man who desires salvation need wait for no angel or man,
but can RISE, TAKE, WALK. Christ's commands are ever His enablings.
Now hear the murmur that follows the miracle; and observe the at-



titude of the people to the good deed. The healed man does not appear
to realize who has undertaken for him and the Jews are furious that
CHRIST'S SECOND MIRACLE

such a deed should be done on the Sabbath. The legal principle dies hard
in the human heart. Regardless of the evident good, they are enraged
because the day of rest has been disturbed. How far from the Truth

they are! But do not imagine for a moment that all legalism is dead be-
cause the Jews are out of the picture. No, folks are folks whether Jews,
or Gentiles. They will still quibble religiously over some little non-
essential and miss the great point, the essential things—the weightier
matters of love and loyalty. How sad, that we are so slow to learn that
our brother is under grace as well as ourselves. The anger of the Jews
flames and flares out because of the breaking of the Sabbath, as they
interpret the healing of the lame man. But what better day could he have
found to perform His gracious deeds? Yet at the same time we must
remember that those legalists believed that they were in the right on the
guestion of the Sabbath—and according to the great canon of Scripture,
they were correct. Nevertheless the whole law had been broken in every
particular; also they were ignorant of the real significance of the Sabbath.
Jesus Himself was God's great answer to the day of rest. To rest

in Him was to keep the Sabbath, and to reject Him was to break its
decree. But then, as now, many did not understand. They rigidly followed
the letter of the law, while at the same time transgressing in many ways
its divine essence. The real meaning passed over their heads—and
much more, their hearts.

Israel at the time of Christ's first advent, were only a ruin as to their

unity and witness of Jehovah upon the earth. They had failed in every
phase, not only proving themselves ungodly sinners, but helpless and un-
done. Moreover they were making ready to show themselves enemies
of God by rejecting the gift of His Son. God was thru with the nation for
the time being; but He was calling out an election from among them.

A new dispensation was dawning. Things were in process of change.
Another purpose, a secret hidden in God was beginning to materialize.
But few realized the time on the dial of God's clock. The leaders of the
people were blind. They were not aware that the day of their visitation
was at hand. The Pharisees were rigid law-keepers according to the
letter; but they themselves were surely breaking its commands continual-
ly. They did not know their own hearts, nor the demands of the law, nor
the ruin which was manifest among them. The real inwardness of things
was hidden from their eyes. It is the same today. Religious men are
standing rigidly for what they think is right as regards their sect, their
creed, or even as regards the whole of Scripture. They may understand
church, dispensational and prophetic truth and be loyal to the whole
Bible; yet at the same time lack divine love. They may believe that they
are right in their attitude against what they imagine is the least diver-
gence from the Word of God—and they may be so as to the letter of

the admonition—but we must ever remember that the unity of the

church is gone.

The outward semblance of oneness is a wreck, and we are called

to walk a most charitable road. Who of us can say we are not failing God
anywhere? We may make bold statements and we may mean them
absolutely; but the Lord is the Judge. We are at the crossroads of another
dispensation. It is the individual of whom God is expecting something.
He is the overcomer. The Lord is looking on the heart. He wants divine
love to energize and control us. It may be possible that like Israel we
may be most rigid in obeying Scripture in some respects; while in others
be most lax. The Lord abominates the self-righteousness that would



stone the woman taken in adultery, while passing over covetousness,
idolatry, hatred, malice, envy, etc.—John 8. We had much better be
found these days in the seat of the supplicant than in the critic's chair.
None of us have anything of which to boast, except the grace of God. If
we are found watching when the Lord comes, it will only be on account
of His grace. These are testing days for us. We are sure that the one
who loves much and criticizes little is the greatest overcomer. Well
may we all pray—

Hold me fast, O mighty Savior, hold me fast,

While storms and tempest lash my ship, hulk and mast.

Keep me safe these nights of terror—thru hours vast—

Till the dawn, that | may hear first trumpet blast,

Caught away in Jesus' arms, "The First and Last."

Jesus answered the Jews, who sought to slay Him for healing on the
Sabbath, in these words, "My Father worketh hitherto and | work."” Re-
gardless of their attitude, He affirms that He works, and will continue

to work in man's behalf until He has lifted him out of the bed of affliction
upon which he lies. He takes His place with His Father in His work of
redemption and will not stop until man has been brought, not only into
his original perfection, but much more, into the perfection of Himself.
The legalists are forced to a decision. He does not mince His words, but
gives the people a distinct revelation of the glory which belongs to Him.
He emphasizes this with "Verily, verily" the double affirmative peculiar
to this Gospel. It is found herein twenty-five times, and nowhere else in
Scripture. It is equivalent to "Amen and amen." Now the message.
"Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do nothing of Himself

but what He seeth the Father do; for whatsoever He does, the Son doeth
likewise"—V. 19. This is truly adding fuel to the fire. He not only had
broken the Sabbath; but now says that God was His Father, making
Himself equal with God. This was indeed taking high ground. Such

is the glory of the One they are challenging. And He continues making
Himself plain in this respect. There can be no mistake whatever about
the matter. So perfect is the unity between Himself and His Father that
it is an impossibility for Him to do that which is not in perfect conformity
to the Father's will. They are One in essence and purpose. Omnipotence
and omniscience are involved in this statement. He is in the place of
dependence; nevertheless He knows all things that His Father does
and He does likewise. And He continues in the same strain, making
Himself God. "For as the Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth
them; even so the Son quickeneth whom He will"—V. 21. The miracle
of the healing of the impotent man had startled the Jews; but these
words are even more awakening. The Jews acknowledged, that the
Father raised the dead, which involved absolute power in His hands-
power to reverse the divine sentence of death which is the result of sin.
This is indeed strong language and leads on to a further revelation regard-
ing the Son. He is surely telling them. "Verily, verily, | say unto you

He that heareth My Word and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath
eternal life and shall not come into condemnation (judgment), but is
passed out of death into life"—V. 24.

UNION OF FATHER AND SON

The Father judges no one. He has given this important, definite

honor to the Son; therefore men must acknowledge the Son even as the
Father. It is surely the unity of the Godhead that He is revealing. The
Son of God is the divine Judge of all. He is Lord of life and death. All
things are committed unto Him. To hear His words, that is, believe that
He is the Sent One of God is to be quickened now. It is to come into
possession of eternal life. Nothing less than this is the gift of God. It






