"YE SHALL RECEIVE POWER AFTER THAT THE
HOLY GHOST IS COME UPON YOU; AND YE SHALL
BE WITNESSES UNTO ME BOTH IN JERUSALEM,
AND IN ALL JUDEA, AND IN SAMARIA, AND UNTO
THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH." Acts 1:8
INTRODUCTION

"It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to
write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know the certainty of those
things, wherein thou hast been instructed" (Luke 1:3-4).

By comparing Acts 1:1 with these verses, we learn that Luke wrote both books. He was the only New
Testament writer who was not a Jew, that is, not "of the circumcision (Colossians 4:11, 14). He had
written the Gospel of Christ, portraying Him as "the Son of man," to a man, Theophilus, for all men.
How fitting that he should now write the continuation of all that Jesus began, the words of salvation
for Jews and Gentiles, which the Acts records.

This book is rightly called, The Acts of the Apostles, and it is the continuation of the deeds and
teachings of Christ. Note the words: "Of all that Jesus began. The same Holy Spirit who filled and
led Jesus, also filled and led the apostles. Through His mighty power, Christ went on working and
teaching by their agency. You will notice also that this book has an informal and abrupt ending, for
the works and words of Jesus Christ can never be written fully with pen and ink. John said, "And
there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, |
suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be

written” (21:25). All these things are written "on tables that are hearts of flesh’ (Il Corinthians 3:3). The
Lord does not lack men to carry on His work today.

The Book of Acts forms an important bridge between the four Gospel Records and the Epistles. It is not
only historical, but also emphatically prophetic, typical, and dispensational. We must look for all these
features in the book in order to obtain the greatest profit from our study. There are also many
personal lessons throughout the book, by which we may benefit greatly. Let us always bear in mind
when reading any book of the Bible, that we are

reading the Mind of God; hence, this is no ordinary account. We are treading upon supernatural and
holy ground. One is amazed at the depth and breadth of truth contained in the book of Acts, which
falls into --

TWO GRAND DIVISIONS

Chapters 1 - 12 comprise the first part, and chapters 13-28 form the second part. Each division has
one particular character. The first division centers around Peter, and the second around Paul.
Division one pertains especially to the Kingdom of God, of which Peter was the chief apostle. The
second division pertains to the Church, or Body of Christ, of which Paul was the chief apostle. We
cannot easily overestimate the value of seeing this distinction and holding to it, if we would
understand the book.

DIVISION ONE: Chapters 1 - 12

They summarize God's dealings with Israel at the beginning of this age, and ends typically with the
overthrow of anti-Christ, in the death of Herod. This book is not simply a biography and history in
cold type, but it is also rich prophecy in letters of fire. The first 12 chapters cover a period of about
12 years. Twelve is the full kingdom number, the number of Divine dominion on earth, which is very
signifi- cant here. While God was preparing to suspend His dealings with His ancient people, Israel, He
was also preparing to introduce a new order of things, even the Church.

DIVISION TWO: Chapters 13-28

This part summarizes the arduous ministry of Paul and his co-laborers among the Gentiles, planting
churches to which he wrote letters afterward. We consider the Acts a delineator, or pattern book.
Here we learn what to do and how to do it. If we keep to the simplicity of religious operations

outlined in this wonderful sample case, we will be spared unspeakable failures and unnecessary
heartaches. We will not adopt the religious machinery of carnal men, but go on in the liberty of the
glory of God's dear children. The supernatural power of Jehovah will increase in our midst. Signs



and wonders will never wane. Never will we have to cry out with shame, "Oh, for the old time power!"

OUTLINE OF DIVISION ONE -- CHAPTER 1 - 12
1. The Appearings and Ascension of Jesus Christ - Chapter 1.

2. The Lordship of Jesus, even the despised Man of Nazareth, shown by the pouring forth of the
Holy Spirit - Chapter 2.

3. The Glorification of Jesus as the Son of God, even Jesus of Nazareth, by the healing of the
lame man, type of Israel's restoration at the end - Chapters 3 and 4.

4. The Exaltation of Jesus as the promised Prince of Righteousness, intimated by His swift judgment
of Ananias and Sapphira, and by the many special signs and wonders wrought through the apostles -
Chapter 5. Note especially Verse 31. The millennium is foreshadowed in Verses 33-37, with
Leviticus 25. Jesus as Prince and Savior, rejected by the religious officers - Chapter 5:17-41.

5. Jesus as the Just One, the Son of man, rejected by the religious sects, the people, and the
elders, also typical of the present time - Chapters 6 and 7.

6. Jesus proclaimed to Samaria and to the Eunuch by Philip, typical of Jesus being proclaimed to
Israel and to the Gentiles at the beginning of the Millennium - Chapter 8.

7. The Salvation of Saul of Tarsus. A new regime in sight - Chapter 9.

8. Jesus proclaimed to the Gentiles in Cornelius's house - Chapters 10 and 11. The New Age
introduced.

9. Jesus as the King, rejected by Herod, who is a type of anti-Christ - Chapter 12.

CHAPTER ONE

APPEARINGS AND ASCENSION OF JESUS )

The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach (1:1).
The Gospel of Luke was addressed to Theophilus (Luke 1:5), and by that fact, we know that Luke
wrote this book also. The little verb began is full of meaning. It indicates that the wonderful works
and words of Jesus Christ cannot be confined to three and a half years. Chapter 1 connects the
Book of Acts with the Gospels. It intimates Christ's resurrection, which fact is emphasized in the
early chapters. The results of "His passion" (His death on the cross), and of His ascension and the
descent of the Holy Spirit, were dependent upon His resurrection. For this reason, Peter insisted that
the number of the twelve be complete, to bear "witness of His resurrection” (1:22). Verse 1 is the key
verse. Verses 3 and 6 indicate the theme of the first 12 chapters - the Kingdom. Verse 7 was a
concealed portion to those disciples. They did not then see this Church Age. The question of verse 6
expressed their great concern. The plain and repeated words of Jesus to them made them to hope
for His return to reign. Observe the intimate relation of the important facts of this chapter as if they
occurred in immediate succession: today, Christs death; tomorrow, His resurrection; the next day,
His ascension; then the advent of the Spirit, and finally, Jesus second advent. "Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven" (1:11). Indeed, it is just that real with
God! The disciples did not understand Jesus when He said, "On this Rock | will build My Church"
(Matthew 16). They expected the immediate return of their Lord. Their language throughout these
opening chapters shows forth that fact. The word ‘church, which occurs a number of times in the
first 12 chapters, simply means congregatlon or assembly. Compare Stephen s words, the church
in the wilderness (7:38) with Leviticus 8:3-5. It plainly means God's people.

Let us remember that these first chapters are primarily occupied with Kingdom matters. Church
affairs really begin with Chapter 13. The Master's answer to the disciples' question of Verse 6
shows that He wanted them to be concerned just then with ‘the Promise of the Father.” He had
before given them a symposium on the Holy Spirit (John 14-16), but they had to receive Him in
order to under- stand Him and to be witnesses for Christ.

AN IMPORTANT VACANCY FILLED

After the ascension of Jesus, the disciples left for the "upper room," perhaps a chamber in the
temple. (Compare Il Kings 23: 12 | Chronicles 28:11, Mark 14:15) There they continued with one

accord in prayer and suppllcatlon "It was in the midst of this prayer time that Peter announced:

'One must become a witness with us of His resurrection.” There is no room for guestion as to
whether Peter was in emphasized in Divine order. The need was there.

Twelve is always the Divine number of Kingdom fulness. Four, the divisible number of humanity,
multiplied by three, the indivisible number of Deity, equals 12, the comprehensive number of Divine
dominion on earth and of new creation completeness. Study the holy city in Revelation 21. The

Holy Spirit would not come until that vacancy, left by Judas Iscariot, was filled. Wonderful! God had a



man in training for that place during those three years. "Wherefore of these men which have
companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us" (1:21) with Mark 4:10
- And when He was alone, they that were about Him with the twelve asked of Him the parable. No
doubt Matthias knew it long before, even as Moses knew 40 years before that he should lead Israel
out of Egypt. Note that "He was numbered with the eleven apostles (1:26); also, ‘Peter standing up
with the eleven (2:14). In Chapter 6:2, he is counted with the twelve. But some who apparently do
not wish to give Paul the place that God has given him, arises and says that Paul should have had
that place, that he actually did become the twelfth apostle. Let Paul answer for himself. In |
Corinthians 15, he is recounting the occasions on which Christ was seen and by whom, after His
resurrection. He declares that "He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve ... after that, He was
seen of James, then of all the apostles. And LAST OF ALL, He was seen of me also, as of one born
out of due time’ (Verses 5-8). A careful study of the following citations shows that there were at
least seven other apostles besides the 12, and that Paul was one of that group. (Acts 19:22 with Il
Corinthians 8:18, 23; | Thessalonians 1:1 and 2:6 with Il Corinthians 1:19; Acts 14:14; | Corinthians
4:6, 9; Philippians 2:25) The word "messenger" in Il Corinthians 8:23 and Philippians 2:25 is
"apostle" in the original Greek text. It is translated apostle in the Revised Version. Paul was the
chief apostle of another group, the Church, for another and distinct purpose, even as Peter was the
leader of the 12 apostles of the Lamb. INTERESTING NOTES

The "not many days" (1:5) were ten days to which add the "forty days" (1:3) and we have the time
from Christ's resurrection to Pentecost, or 50. See Leviticus 23:15-16. The word "power" (1:7) is
authorlty The word W|tness or testlmony occurs about 50 times in the book. It expresses our
duty to God. The phrase one accord (1:14) occurs seven times, a significant feature of those
days. It is a musical term. If we walk in the Spirit, there will be harmony among us as Christ's
instruments, maklng melody in our hearts to the Lord (Ephesians 5:19).

The word "appointed” (1:23) means "set forth" as in Chapter 6:6. The saying, "that he might go to his
own place" is the final proof that Judas Iscariot was not saved. He did not "fall from grace"
(Galatians 5:4), nor from his "own steadfastness" (Il Peter 3:17). He "failed of the grace of God"
(Hebrews 12:15). He had never laid hold of saving grace. By transgression, he fell from his office
(1:15). The word "place" means "district, or region."

RISEN WITH CHRIST
Risen with Christ! Oh glorious truth.
We shout aloud the refrain.
Risen with Christ! No death or gloom,
But a joyful, happy strain.
Risen with Christ! But crucified first.
To the cross we all were borne,

Put to death in God's holy Son.
Our sins His brow did adorn.

Risen with Christ! Though buried with Him
In the darkness of the grave.
Sentenced! Crucified! Buried!
And now only God could save.

Risen with Christ! The story goes on.
The tomb no longer holds sway;
For out of its silence and darkness
Burst the LIGHT of eternal day.

-- Mary M. Bodie
THE LORDSHIP Of JESUS
Chapter Two

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all together in one place’ (2:1). Pentecost
was the fourth annual Jewish feast. It occurred early in the third month of the Jewish sacred year.
That day came just 50 days from the time that Israel waved the barley sheaf, or first fruit unto God.
(See Leviticus 23 with | Corinthians 15) The Holy Spirit was poured out just 50 days from the morning
of the resurrection of Christ. The many OIld Testament types and promises

of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, were fulfilled that hour. The Comforter, of whom Jesus spoke
freely, John 14-16, then came. He became to the disciples the enduement with power. Perhaps we
can study this chapter in no better manner than by answering several questions: 1. What happened



that day? Several striking things

First, Suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind" (2:2). That sound was
from heaven, and it came suddenly and sovereignly, entirely independent of the people. It went no
where else, but came and filled all the house where they were sitting. They were in one accord,
waiting for the fulfillment of the last word of the Lord. Does this not speak of the Spirit as a mighty,
intelligent One? What if He desires to manifest Himself in such a manner today? Should anyone
object? But very many do.

Second, And there appeared unto them tongues, parting asunder, like as of fire' (2:3). A strange
phenomenon indeed! Had not John foretold of a baptism with fire?' (Matthew 3). Yet, that too, was a
surprise. There were not only a few new tongues, but 120, one for each disciple, cloven, as if
speaking to all mankind.

Third, "And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit" (2:4a). That was the central fact. All the others
were accompaniments. For that event the disciples were looking and waiting. They did not, and could
not, understand what the Spirits advent should mean until they experienced His indwelling. It is even
just so today. Yet, those who have not been filled, or anointed with the Spirit as were the one
hundred and twenty, attempt to teach others about Him. How can they? How greatly all saints need
this anointing! And what a privilege to be filled with God's Spirit! Reader, do you appreciate it? Oh,
matchless love! Oh, unspeakable condescension, that He, the spotless Dove, should deign to dwell in
this tenement of infirmity! Ah, but the precious blood of Jesus purchased our bodies and made them
His temples (I Corinthians 6:19-20). Thus, weakness becomes dynamite. Fourth. Dare | name it? "And
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave utterance (2:4b). The devil hates this
phenomenon more than any other thing pertaining to the Christian life, except the blood of
atonement. And why? What harm can it do? Be it remembered that the speaking in tongues was
altogether Divine. The disciples knew nothing about it beforehand. Perhaps they were familiar with
Isaiah 28:11-12, but they were not waiting for tongues, nor for any other manifestation, but only for the
Promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit. However, they spoke "as the Spirit (who had just come upon
them) gave them utterance." Were they to be blamed? Of course not. Well, if | receive the Holy Spirit
and speak in another tongue, why do you blame me? If | do not speak in a tongue, how can anyone
know that the Spirit has come to me? How do | myself know? What right has any man to tell us that
we should not speak in tongues? "Forbid not to speak in tongues, exclaimed dear Paul. Why
denounce it as of the devil? Was Peters new tongue of the devil? There is some indication that the
devil is not very far off from the folks who would fight the sign and manifestation of new languages.

The "BEGAN" to speak, which implies that speaking in tongues was to be continued, even as what
"Jesus began to do and teach” should be perpetuated by His disciples. What is the use of tongues?
cries the critic. Are you not ashamed to speak so lightly about Jehovah's sovereign acts? Are you not
afraid that you might offend His love? Dare you set your carnal, finite ignorance up against Divine,
infinite Wisdom? If you are honestly enquiring, simply run the Bible references and the Holy Spirit will
give you a dozen reasons for this peculiar phenomenon. Tongues are for a sign of the Divine
Presence, a sign that the Spirit is poured out, for there were no tongues before the Spirit was sent.
They are a distinct sign of Divine power, for without that power, no one can speak the heavenly
language.

People beg for money, teach rank error, indulge in chicanery in the Lord's work, but Satan never
disturbs them for so doing. Yet, to stop the unruly member from worshipping and adoring the blessed
Lord, men write pages upon pages of the most scathing sort. Is it not written that tongues shall
cease?" someone asks. Yes, tongues shall cease when the Author of this gracious gift shall have
accomplished all the Father's will thereby, but not until then. And let Jehovah, not men, say when
tongues shall cease. (Order our tract, "This is That")

It is very evident that the advent of the Holy Spirit was with mighty power, very manifestly
supernatural and phenomenal, accompanied with signs and wonders and dynamics. Why should

they have ever ceased? Why do ministers discountenance the supernaturals? Why do they fear
the phenomenal? How can they expect the Holy Spirit to continue what Jesus began to do and
teach" if He is not allowed to demonstrate His unlimited power, and employ the gifts which He

brought with Him? Need we wonder that there is no life, no joy, no victory, no healing balm in

most religious circles? Why are prominent men crying out for a revival? Why are they exhorting the
Church to pray for it? Because they are rejecting the revival which Jehovah sovereignly sent in

1906, and which has been circling the globe. Sir, you will never have a revival unless you accept
God's Revivalist, the Holy Spirit, after His own Scriptural fashion.

2. Who received the Spirit? The twelve apostles and "certain women," who were of one accord with
them. Most likely the seventy, whom Jesus had sent forth, were there also. "All the apostles” of |



Corinthians 15:7 must include the seventy. The word "sent" in Luke 10:1 is "apostled" in the Greek;
also in Mark 6:7. Some men claim that the Gift of the Spirit was for the apostles only, but the first
company filled included the apostles the women and the brethren (Chapter 1:12-14). Women
were filled, and prophesied, even as Joel foretold (Chapter 2:17-18). In Chapters 8, 10, and 19, we
learn that the Spirit was the Father's Gift for all His people if they would receive Him.

3. What was the effect on others when the disciples received the Spirit? The answer is plain and
full. The multitude was confounded. The people were all amazed and marveled. They were in
perplexity, saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking, said, They are full of new
wine. The God of mighty power was on the scene. The whole city was stirred. But what was the
particular fact that amazed the people? Three times it is here stated - Verses 6, 8, 11 - that the
people marveled because they heard the disciples speak in their own languages. A multitude of
Jew and Jewish proselytes from 15 different countries and speaking the dialects of those lands,
were assembled in Jerusalem because of the annual Jewish feast of weeks, or Pentecost. (See
Leviticus 23:15-21). It was the miraculous and unheard of phenomena that aroused the slumbering
masses. Oh, if the clergy of our day were only simple enough to be plain ministers of the Christ of
apostolic days, what wonders God would do! Alas, they run from the supernatural, the phenomenal,
the really spiritual! They rather join those who are mocking, and talk worse than in those days; for
they say that speaking in tongues is "of the devil."

4. How shall we account for the outpouring of the Spirit and the speaking in other tongues? Peter
answered, saying, "This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; and on
my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall
prophesy" (2:16-1 8). Joel did not say that the recipients should speak in other tongues, but the
record declares that they did. Isaiah foretold those days by saying: "With stammering lips and
another tongue will He speak to this people, to whom He said, This is the rest wherewith ye may
cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing (Isaiah 28:11-12). The due time came for the
fulfillment of Joel s and Isaiah s words. Peter also announced the death and resurrection of Jesus,
confirming the latter by quoting David's words in Psalm 16. Then he added this undeniable fact:
"Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit; He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear" (2:33). The will of the Father
was done by the outpouring of the Spirit. The will of Jesus Christ was done. It was the will of the
‘other Comforter’ to come at that moment, and the 120 disciples were fully prepared to receive

Him. Neither did they object to the manner of His advent, nor to the accompanying supernatural
sign of speaking in new tongues. By the direct orders of Jesus, 120 were assembled in one accord,
waiting for the descent of the promised mighty Holy Spirit. That was not the peak of perfection, as
one has written, but rather, the peak of power. PRAYER CHANGES THINGS

Do you know what happened on that day
When, burdened for souls, you tried to pray?
Did you think you failed to touch the Throne
When your lips were dumb, your prayer a groan?
Over the sea in a hot, dry land
A sower sowed with faltering hand,
And lo! in that hour refreshing came;
God's servant spoke with a tongue of flame.
Souls long steeped in a land of night
Passed from gloom into marvelous light;

Away from idols they turned to God,
Finding salvation in Jesus blood.
‘Twas your prayer that moved God's mighty hand,
And blessing poured down in a desert land.
-- Author Unknown
*kkkkkkkkk
* Christ's birth brought the infinite God within reach of finite man.
* When Christ rules the heart, peace reigns supreme.
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PETER'S PENTECOSTAL SERMON
Chapter Two



In the apostle's first Spirit-inspired message, he quotes from two Old Testament men -- the prophet
Joel and King David. His quotation from Joel falls into two distinct parts. The first part, verses 17-18,
refers entirely to the Gift of the Holy Spirit pertaining to this present age and to the next age. The
second part, verses 19-20, refers to the beginning of the next age. Verse 21 covers both periods. Let
me call particular attention to verse 17: And it shall be in the last days, saith God, | will pour forth of
my Spirit upon all flesh . " Some men deliberately denounce the present, effective, phenomenal
working of God, as fanaticism and devilish. Was Peter correct in calling that time "the last days"? No
one denies his words. In what days are we now? Not one prophetic student denies that we are in the
last days. What happened in the last days then? If all that Luke records in Acts 2 took place then,
how can verse 17 be fulfilled now, if these are the last days, unless we allow a repetition, or
continuation of those happenings? If those phenomena were the fulfillment of Joel's words then, what
else but those amazing supernaturals can be said to be the fulfillment of his prophecy today? How
dare any man attempt to garble the Scriptures and introduce a supposed substitute for Jehovah's own
sovereign, almighty Gift and confounding

accompaniments? How can Bible students conscientiously slip over those plain words: "And it

shall be in the last days, saith God?" If, as the apostle declares that God says, it behooves us all to
believe it all and profit by it. And not only did Peter announce that God said it, but He has been
saying it ever since Joel wrote those words. Happy and victorious are they who gladly receive Joel's
and Peter's words as the words of God!

Note an important difference in the wording: Joel said, "Afterward," but Peter says, "In the last days."
The reason is that God had first promised material blessings and prosperity, which were to be followed
by the pouring out of the Spirit. Study Joel 2:18-27. "Corn and oil and wine" were promised. He bid
the beasts not to be afraid, for the trees would flourish and be fruitful for them. He bid the children of
Zion to rejoice because they should eat in plenty and be satisfied, and never again be ashamed. The
material rains, which had been withheld for so many years because of Israel's disobedience; that is,
the former and the latter rains, should be poured out copiously upon the holy land. Then "afterward" -
- after those bountiful blessings, the spiritual blessings should flow forth with the advent of the Holy
Spirit.

However, it pleased the Lord to send the Spirit ahead of the material blessings. The latter did not
come upon Palestine before the Spirit was poured out. Therefore, Peter could not say "afterward,” but
"in the last days, which also include Joel's ‘afterward.” Now mark two noteworthy facts. About 1875

A.D., the rains began to fall in the holy land, restoring it to some measure of productiveness, as
foretold by Joel. Then, about 1906, the Lord began to visit the Church with the spiritual latter rain,"
the Holy Spirit, with the invincible sign of speaking in new tongues. Joel's "afterward" could not come
at the beginning of this age, but it has come near the close of this Church Age. Now, if Peter could
say of the advent of the Spirit, "This is that," how much more can we shout, "This is that," because the
fulfillment of Joel's prophecy is more complete now than the Pentecost at the beginning. Not only has it
come after the material rainfall, but the mutterings of judgment are so manifest that the judgments
foretold by Joel, which were not fulfilled at Pentecost, are sure to come upon the world very soon.
Iniquity with blatant infidelity and modern idol worship is at its full today, and Jehovah cannot endure
it much longer.

The second part of Joel's prophecy, verses 19-20, were not fulfilled at that time. They await
fulfillment. We should expect them to follow the present down-pour of the spiritual latter rain. It is
just before the coming of the day of the Lord, that God will show wonders in heaven and signs upon the
earth. That coming time of judgment, which Joel termed "great and terrible," Peter calls it "great and
notable The latter word is eplphane in Greek, which literally means shlnlng upon; hence,

appearmg, manifestation.” Prophetic students frequently term it the eplphany in

distinction from the "parousia,” or presence of the Lord. The word "appearing" in Peter's first
epistle is not the same as here. There it properly means revelation, as in | Peter 1:13. In the
Greek, it is apokalupsei, thatis, an uncovering.

Peter always looked for the unveiling, or revelation of Jesus. To obtain a fuller understanding of the
word "appearing,” or epiphany (Acts 2:20), it will pay the diligent student to compare | Timothy 6:14; 1|
Timothy 1:10 and 4:1, 8; Titus 2:13. In |l Thessalonians 2:8, the same word is translated
"brightness." From the last citation, we can readily see why Joel calls it terrible, for by the dazzling,
outshining of His presence, Christ will destroy His enemies forever. Joel calls the Day of the Lord a
"day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness" (2:1-2). Then will the Lord be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels (His whole Body of people), in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them that know not God and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (Il



Thessalonians 2:8).

"Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know; Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain; whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains
of death, because it was not possible that He should be holden of it. For David speaketh concerning
Him, | foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is on my right hand, that | should not be
moved; therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest
in hope, because Thou will not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption” (2:22-27). Peter turned suddenly from Joel to David, who was also a prophet as well as a
king. Jesus burial and resurrection were the fulfillment of David's graphic words. It was the same
Peter who wrote afterwards of Jesus' visit to the believers in Hades, or Abraham's bosom, where
He preached to the spirits in prison -- those who had died believing God and accepting His Word (I
Peter 3:19-20).

It was not possible that Jesus should remain subject to death. His holy body could not yield to
corruption. Life repels and overcomes death. Light expels darkness. Weakness succumbs to

power. Not only did Jesus comfort the prisoners of hope and then depart from their abode, but
"when He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive." He descended first into the lower parts of
the earth (lower than the grave, even into Hades) and freed the captives and took them with Himself
"far above all heavens" (Ephesians 4:8-10). No marvel that Paul wrote that "to depart and be with
Christ is far better” (Philippians 1:23-24). There is only one excuse for staying here -- "to abide in
the flesh is more needful for you."

‘This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses (2:32). The apostles emphasized
greatly the resurrection of Jesus. It was the unanswerable proof to every honest Jew of His Divine
Sonship and Messiahship. "He was declared the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection of the dead, even Jesus" (Romans 14). Having heaped up an array of
plain facts, confirmed by Old Testament prophesies, demonstrating the Divine sonship and call of
Jesus Christ, Peter concluded his masterful discourse by a burning exhortation: "Let all the house
of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God hath made Him both Lord and Christ (Messiah, or
Anointed One), this Jesus whom ye crucified" (2:36). WAS PETER'S SERMON EFFECTUAL?
'Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, Brethren, what shall we do?" (2:37). Yes, Peter's sermon was effectual because it was
the voice of God. The 120 were together in one accord. Likewise, the apostle s hearers were
present as one heart. Their need was one and their cry for help was one. Therefore, the Spirit
could enable His servant to give an answer at once. And Peter said unto them, Repent ye and be
baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall
receive the Gift of the Holy Splrlt (2:38).

Israel's repentance and baptism had a particular meaning. They were not "sinners of the Gentiles"
(Galatians 2:15), nor sinners as we commonly term today. They were all God's people, actual
worshipers of Him and looking for the promised Deliverer. Being zealous for the law of Moses, they
were observing the rites and ceremonies in the temple as set forth in Exodus and Leviticus. Up to
the light they had many of them, no doubt, walked in God's will. But now Christ came as the
fulfillment of those rites and ceremonies, which He had said: "I came not to destroy, but to fulfill
(Matthew 5:17). "By mighty works and wonders and signs" God approved of His Son in their midst.

But as a nation, the Jews rejected Him. He also had said to them, "Ye search the Scriptures,
because ye think that in them ye have eternal life; and these are they which bear witness of ME; but

ye will not come to Me, that ye may have life" (John 5:39).

When the Holy Spirit was poured out, Israel was granted unbounded evidence that Jesus was
indeed the Anointed One of the Father. Therefore, they should repent of their former attitude toward
Him and accept Him as their Savior and Prince. By one outward act, they could express their faith
in Jesus of Nazareth; namely, by being baptized in water in His Name. Peter did not mean, as
some teach, that God would forgive their sins if they yielded to baptism in Jesus Name. That would
have been a salvation by works, against which the whole Bible stands boldly and plainly. He meant
rather, if they believed on Jesus, they would be baptized in His Name. God did not save the Jews
one way, partly by works, and the Gentiles wholly by grace.

"He made no distinction between us (the Jews) and them (the Gentiles), cleansing their hearts by
faith’ (Acts 15:9). Paul's words to the 12 at Ephesus indicate the nature and force of water baptism.
He said: John baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should
believe on Him which should come after him, that is, on Jesus. And when they heard this, they were



baptized into the Name of the Lord Jesus" (Acts 19:4-5). Compare also Luke 1:76. In both cases,
they showed their faith by yielding to baptism. They who hearkened to John and to Paul were not
pricked in their heart and did not need to cry, What shall we do? They did not resist the truth when
they heard it.

The preposition unto in the phrase 'unto the remission of your sins,” is ‘eis” in the Greek. Its
radical sense is direction towards, motion to, in or into. Baptism cannot mean more than in the
direction toward, or as a motion unto salvation; that is, it expresses faith in Christ as the Savior.
Furthermore, John the Baptist had announced "the axe laid at the root of the trees" (Matthew 3:10).
Both Jews and Gentiles proved themselves unable to bring forth good fruit, for "there is none good,
no not one; all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:12, 23). Therefore,

God s judgment axe, the law, cut down the trees through Christ's substitutionary death on Calvary. He
was cut off, but not for Himself, but for all men -- Daniel 9:26. "We thus judge that One died for all;
therefore all died" (Il Corinthians 5:15).

When Israel yielded to baptism in the Name of Jesus Christ, they simply acknowledged that the
Man whom they had rejected, is indeed their promised Redeemer, and that through Him only could
they have eternal life. Thus, they outwardly declared that they could not help themselves, that the
rites and ceremonies were only shadows of Christ, and could bring them no blessing, but He was
the real Substance. They acknowledged that they died in His death and were raised in His
resurrection to live by His very life in them.

"They then that had received his words were baptized" (2:41); or which is richer: "Those therefore
who gladly had welcomed his words were baptized.” And there were added in that day about three
thousand souls. Of course with their heart turned to Jesus Christ, they could receive the Holy Spirit
quite readily, for He had been given freely already, even poured out upon all flesh and was waiting to
be received. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles teaching and in fellowship, in the
breaking of bread and the prayers" (2:42). We just studied the teaching of the apostles, as set forth in
verses 38 to 41. How blessed it would be throughout all Christendom today if the ministers and
people still continued in the same doctrine. The disciples continued in fellowship, for a whole-
hearted acceptance of the whole truth results in full fellowship among believers. As Jesus gave
instruction to the twelve (Matthew 26:26-29) and years afterward to Paul (I Corinthians 11:23-25),
so they observed the breaklng of bread. Instead of cutting out this memorial, as some would do,
they continued it. Instead of pronouncing it a "tradition nailed to the cross," the Apostle Paul
perpetuated the observance of it and gave us the correct interpretation as related to the Church.
Some people are so afraid of formality, that they would exclude spiritual forms and symbols. They
fear that the Spirit cannot be free to operate through what they call forms and ceremonies. Let us
remember that the Holy Spirit does not move haphazardly, like a bird in the air. He always moves
according to His written Word. If we follow His direction, we too, will move thus, and we never will
be bound by any dead form. Every motion of every meeting will be living, shining with beauty and
pulsating with power. Let us rather fear that we might get away from the inspired pattern delineated
in this book of Acts. It is the record of "the Acts of the Apostles," but they were filled and guided by
the dear Holy Spirit. When we conform to the pattern, we are moving in the Spirit. In | Corinthians
11, we read of two of the three church ordinances. The Greek word

"paradoseis” translated "ordinances," is also translated "traditions" in Il Thessalonians 2:15 and
3:6. They were not nailed to the cross, because they were given to Paul to be observed by the
Church. Baptism in water is the third ordinance, or tradition.

"And in prayers.” The saints in the beginning continued to pray as well as did the apostles.

Nowadays, the preacher does the praying, and his prayers are sometimes as cold as Greenland.
There is no real warmth or power in them. Too often they proceed from uncircumcised lips. It appears
that the primary purpose of gathering was for prayer. Peter and John went to the temple at three
P.M., for that was the hour of prayer (Chapter 3:1). Now the people assemble to hear a list of worldly
announcements and a formal talk, or lecture. Then the lame were wonderfully healed. Then they lifted
their hands to God in streaming cries of need, and He shook the place of meeting in answer thereto
(Chapter four). Many wonders and signs were done in Jesus Name. When Peter was imprisoned later
because of his loyalty to the truth, the Church prayed him out (Chapter 12). If you want a safe
symposium on living, effective prayer, read the Acts. "All that believed were together and had all
things common, and they sold their possessions and goods and parted them to all according as any
man had need" (2:44-45). The same facts are stated in greater length in Chapter 4:32-37. The
conduct of the saints as expressed in these verses with the fulfillment of Leviticus 25. Every 50th
Jewish year was a jubilee year, which pointed forward to the millennium. That very year in which
Jesus died and the Holy Spirit was poured out was a Jubilee. The disciples supposed that the
millennial reign of Christ was due and that He would return very soon. Indeed, it was due and He



would have come back about seven years later, if the Jews as a nation had received Him. Therefore,
they acted in obedience to Leviticus 25 and sold their possessions and had all things common, as
they will do again when the Lord returns.

However, Jesus did not return then, but introduced a different order of procedure. The Church was
never intended to observe that rule of order given to Israel. Hence, the Apostle Paul, the Church
apostle, distinctively never taught the community of goods. For that reason, wherever men have
endeavored to introduce such a custom, it always failed. They were not led of the Lord. The unity
required of the Church is the "unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace"-- the seven ones of Ephesians
4:3-6. We are not admonished to try to bring it about, for it already exists, but we should be diligent
to keep the unity. The gifts and offices have been bestowed that we might “all attain unto the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God' (Ephesians 4:13). And day by day, continuing
steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home; they did take their food with
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people" (2:46). The
breaking of bread here was not a part of the worship, as in verse 42. There the prayers are
mentioned with it, but not so here. Note how joyful they were. This also is an earnest of how glad and
wholehearted Israel will be in the millennium. And the Lord added together day by day those that
were being saved" (2:47). It may be of interest to the Bible student to read this verse exactly as it
occurs in the Greek - "And the Lord added those who were being saved daily to the assembly." If
ministers would compare this verse with Chapter 5:14 and 11:24, they would not stress church joining.
At least, they would not attempt to do the adding, for it reads distinctly that the Lord added. He did not
add any unsaved people, but those being saved. Furthermore, they were not added to any man-made
sect, or denomination. There we read that they were ‘added to the Lord.” That agrees with Paul's
words, ]omed to the Lord, in | Corinthians 6:17. When He saves people, He adds them to Himself.
The New Testament admits of no other adding, or joining, except to Himself, or by Himself. After the
sad episode of Ananias and Sapphira (Chapter 5), "no man durst join himself to them." That ought to
be full of instruction and warning to all believers today. The foregoing happenings occurred in the
year 33 A.D.

| AM HAPPY IN HIM
My soul is so happy in Jesus,
For He is so precious to me.
His voice, it is music to heatr it,
His face, it is heaven to see.
He sought me so long ere | knew Him,
When wand'ring afar from the fold;
Safe home in His arms He hath brought me,

To where there are pleasures untold.
His love and His mercy surround me,
His grace like a river doth flow,

His Spirit, to guide and to comfort,
Is with me wherever | go.

They say | shall some day be like Him,

My cross and my burden lay down;
Till then | will ever be faithful
In gathering gems for His crown.
-- E. O. Excell

THE GLORIFICATION OF JESUS
Chapters Three and Four

"Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour (3
P.M.). And a certain man lame from his mothers womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate
of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; who seeing
Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him
with John, said, Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them.
Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none; but such as | have give | thee: IN THE NAME OF
JESUS CHRIST OF NAZARETH RISE UP AND WALK. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted
him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and



walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God' (3:1-7).

People are generally more or less familiar with this healing narrative, and it is a marvelous miracle
among many which were done through the apostles ministry. How few, however, observe its typical
value. If we do not look for typical teaching in the Acts, we will miss much that is ours by Divine
Grace. The healing of the lame man was an object lesson to all Israel of what God was about to do
for them as a nation, if they had received Jesus. It was in His mind also to do the same stupendous
things for the Gentiles.

The man had been lame for about 40 years (4:22). Forty is the number of testing. Moses was
tested forty years as to his faithfulness. Then he was tested another 40 years as to his
qualifications for responsibility. Finally, 40 years more tested his success as a leader and his
fitness to receive a full reward. Jesus was also tested 40 days in the wilderness.

The beggar's lameness illustrates Israel's utter helplessness after 1500 years of tutorage under the
law (Galatians 3:21-25). When Christ came, the Law, the Tutor, or Schoolmaster, was no longer
needed. The Law could not give life, nor sustain life. The Law could only chide, correct, curb, and
chastise its pupils until Christ should come - not, "to bring us unto Christ" - Galatians 3:23. Christ did
come and proved His readiness and ample ability to heal the people, spirit, soul, and body, by
recovering the lame man. Some of the people present believed and received the great blessings
also. They, too, went walking and leaping and praising God. Thank God! They who today believe
fully on Jesus receive the like fulness of blessing, freedom and joy. The Law cannot make people
walk uprightly, leap and shout for joy. It cannot heal the sick and alleviate pain. Only Grace can
bless.

The lame man's wonderful healing foreshadows the healing of the whole nation of Israel, when Jesus
comes again. "Shall a nation be born at once?" cries the prophet (Isaiah 66:8). Yes, the whole nation
will be healed and leap and praise God. They will accept Christ whom they have rejected these
twenty centuries. Read Isaiah 25-27, also 35:10, and note the frequent utterances of the phrase, "in
that day. They will gladly acknowledge Jesus to be the Son of God, the Holy One and the Just, the
Prince of life, whom their fathers killed. His Name through faith in His Name will give them perfect
soundness in soul and body. Dear Peter in his second recorded sermon, explained that all these
blessings resulted from the death of Jesus Christ, in fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies.
(3:12-18)

An Appropriate Appeal

Repent ye therefore and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, so that there may come
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord and that He may send the Christ who hath
been appointed for you, even Jesus; whom the heavens must receive until the times of
restoration of all things ...... (3:19-21). The Apostle Peter wisely uses the healing of the beggar
and the explanation he gave, as a mighty leverage to persuade his audience to accept Jesus.

The Spirit inspired Peter to declare that the "times of refreshing,"” promised to them in the Old
Testament could only come by the Personal return, or "Presence of the Lord." How true is that!
He uttered also another solemn truth - those refreshinqs were dependent upon Israel's
repentance. As we shall see by the seventh chapter, their refusal to turn to the Lord, shut up the
heavens and penned up their Lord in the regions above. Hence, their cry, like a vexed widow

(Luke 18:3-8), will bring Him back to deliver them and refresh them beyond measure.

Dear Reader, consider these words most carefully. Today, God is visiting the Gentiles and taking out
a people for His Name (Chapter 15:14-1 7). We can expect nothing more. The Jews must accept
Jesus nationally before the worldwide revival can come. The world is not turning to Him. When we
read, or hear that a whole city is taking a stand for Christ under the ministry of some modern
evangelist, we may know at once that the full Gospel of the despised Nazarene is not being proclaimed.
Ministers and methods that are popular with men are an abomination to the holy God. Compare John
5:43-44 and | Corinthians 4:9-13. The greater revival, the world-wide revival for which some claim to
be praying, will not arrive until Jesus returns and will be received by the Jews. Observe the last
verses of Chapter Three. "Ye are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed, shall ALL THE FAMILIES of the earth be blessed
(3:25). Note in particular the following: 'Unto YOU FIRST, God havmg raised up His Servant, sent
Him to bless YOU in turning every one of YOU from YOUR iniquities." The great responsibility is upon
Israel for the salvation of the nations. "If the casting away of them is the reconciling of the world; what
shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead" (Romans 11:15-31).

How rapidly the Spirit sweeps us forward in the unfolding of the Divine Plan. In Chapter Two, the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit were manifested and the resurrection of Jesus proved. In this
third chapter, the return and presence of the 'Prince of Life are announced. The entire period of



Israel's partial blindness is spanned by this chapter and their deliverance offered to them. Of course,
the apostle did not then know how long the Lord would be detained in the heavens. Doubtless, he
was made to know later on reading Psalm 90:4 and Hosea 6:2, whereby he learned that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day (Il Peter 3:8).

Chapter Four
MERCY REFUSED

‘And as they spoke unto the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees
came upon them, being sore troubled, because they taught the people and proclaimed in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. And they laid hands on them and put them in ward unto the morrow; for it
was now eventide" (4:1-3). In their addresses, the apostles constantly aimed to make Israel see that
Man, whom the Jews had just crucified, was indeed the Anointed of God. Those Spirit-filled men
proved that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Jews' own Scriptures. Thus they were forced to behold
the Splrlts perpetual effort to show them God's amazing grace, which their legality hated as poison.
Study the rapid growth of their malice, which sought to keep pace with Jehovah's gracious and mighty
workings. From amazement and marvel, they go on through mockery, and grlef Then they are
"filled with indignation,"” and "gnash" on Stephen and "stone him" to death, thus crucifying to
themselves Christ afresh.

Peter's first sermon was occasioned by the amazement and perplexity of the people, who asked
one another, saying, 'What meaneth this?" and by the cry of some, saying, ‘What shall we do"
(2:12, 37). His second message was occasioned by their greatly wondering, as if the holiness of
the apostles had healed the impotent man (3:11-12). The present discourse was the answer to a
guestion by the sore-troubled officers who say, "By what power, or in what name, have ye done
this? That a notable miracle had been wrought, they could not deny; but they did not wish to
receive it as Divine.

‘Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit (not, filled again), said unto them ... In the Name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even in this Name, doth this
man stand here before you whole (4:8-10). What a comprehensive and convincing reply! Their
critical question gave the apostle the opportunity to emphasize the NAME, which is above every
name. You will observe that the word name, as referring to Jesus, occurs seven times in this
chapter. That is very significant. The angel said to Joseph in a dream, "Thou shalt call His Name
Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). From His birth, the

Jews hated His name. Peter rung the changes on His name. The Stone which the Jews rejected, God
made the Head of the corner. Note these striking words: 'And in none other is there salvation; for
neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved
(4:12).

At once it becomes evident why the apostles from the beginning exhorted the people to be baptized
in the Name of Jesus Christ (2:38). And this is why we read throughout this book that the

people were baptized invariably in His name, and in no other name. Not once is it written that any
one was baptized in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 'God hath made
Him both Lord and Christ (Anointed), this Jesus whom ye crucified." "The God of our fathers hath
glorified His Son Jesus." Moses wrote of Him, saying, "Him shall ye hear in all things." "Believers
were added to the Lord," and to Him only. "Him did God exalt with His right hand, a Prince and a
Savior (2:37; 3:13, 22; 5:14, 31). For these ample reasons, everything was done in Jesus name.
Should baptism in water be an exception? Nay, verily not.

Matthew 28:19 will be observed when the Lord returns with the Church, His Body, of which He is
the Scriptural Head. He will then be given all rule and authority by His Father and will reign one
thousand years. Really, they who baptize in the Name of the Trinity, pull the millennial age into this
Church Age, which robs Jesus Christ of the exalted and honored place which the Father gave Him
as the Head of the Church. Observe Colossians 3:17, 23.

Is not the Book of the Acts an inspired record? Did not the 12 apostles and also Paul move in God's
perfect will? If they did, what authority have we to deviate from their mode of operations? If they did
not do as the Holy Spirit bid them, why did not Paul teach us better? Why do his writings agree with
the Acts? Compare | Corinthians 1:10, 13; 5:4; 6:11; Philippians 2:9-10. The mighty power of the
Name of Jesus was further demonstrated, when the disciples gathered together in prayer,
beseeching God to give them boldness to preach, heal the sick and work signs and wonders
through the Name of Jesus’ (4:24-31).



A MILLENNIAL FORECAST

In their petition to the Lord, the disciples quoted from the second Psalm: "Why do the Gentiles
rage?. . ." The opposition and rage of the Jewish and national officers then was only a shadow of
how both church and state will be arrayed against our Lord at the opening of the coming
dispensation. The earnest of those days is apparent now. The people are imagining vain things.
The kings are setting themselves in array against God's Anointed. Modernism in Christendom no
longer wants Jesus to be the "Savior," and of course, the kings do not want Him to be "The Prince."
Likewise, as intimated in our notes on Chapter Two, verses 32-37 of this chapter are a millennial
scene. Israel will be of one heart and have all things common. With great power will the ministers
then witness and great grace will be upon them all. There will be many Barnabases in evidence
then.

Chapter Five
THE EXALTATION OF JESUS

‘But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and kept back part of
the price, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles feet.
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back
part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it
not in thine own power? Why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? Thou has not lied unto
men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great
fear came on all them that heard these things ... And it was about the space of three hours after,
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. And Peter answered unto her, Tell me
whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. Then Peter said unto her,
How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of them
which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down
straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost. . . ." (5:1-10).

These events are not simply bits of history. They are profoundly instructive, both as to experience
and type. Let us not miss God's deepest thought and purpose in them. Therefore, we are not to see
only the individual sin of that selfish couple here, but also the deep seated sin of national Israel. In
Luke 12:1, Jesus said, Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. But back of
this, lay a still deeper sin, which is generally overlooked, or treated lightly. Men throw clubs at the
evil fruit, but fail to see the root. Jesus Christ killed the root. The old creation never likes this. Study
the last one of the Ten Commandments. Observe the fulness of that verse, and all is summed up in
one tremendous word - COVET. The Holy Spirit declares this to be the root-evil. In Ephesians 5:5
and Colossians 3:5, coveting is termed "idolatry," or worshiping another. This is why Paul uttered
Acts 20:33 and singles out coveting in Romans 7:7.

This is also the full lesson on coveting in | Timothy 6:1-10. The Apostle Paul says: 'THE LOVE of
money is the root of ALL EVIL, because money can buy all that men covet. The old creation,
whether it is in the world or in believers, raises a great cry about other sins, notably drunkenness,
adultery, lying, etc., but the Holy Spirit strikes at the tap-root of sins. Coveting is the mother of
drunkenness, adultery, lying, stealing, etc. What is coveting? It is desiring anything out of God's will.
It is desiring someone, or something else as a source of comfort and support rather than God
Himself. It is IDOLATRY.

The hypocrisy of Israel - ‘who say, and do not,” and who claimed Abraham for their father and the
living God as their God, were far from both in their hearts, and this sin was projected on the screenin
the conduct of Ananias and his wife. God's just wrath against hypocrisy, the fruit, and coveting, the
root, is displayed in their sudden cutting off. From Old Testament writings they knew what to expect.
God was still dealing with Israel, and His judgment of this couple was an object lesson to the nation.
It should also be a warning to us today. In | Corinthians 10:5-10 is found the reason for such severe
treatment. Chiefly, Those things were our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil
things as they also lusted.” In like manner, Simon was smitten with blindness for a season (Acts
13:11), which is a type of the spiritual blindness which has happened to the whole nation be- cause
they refused Christ as their Messiah (Romans 11:25). Those early days were a transition from the
Kingdom of God on earth to the Church of Christ, seated by faith with Him in the heavenlies. This will
appear plainer as we proceed in our studies. Hence, the judgment of Ananias and Sapphira form a
transitional place between the Kingdom and the Church.

Israel, led by Joshua, entered in triumph into the promised land. They were progressing finely. God
delivered fragrant Jericho into their hands, which typified their provisional conquest of the world.



"BUT," says the Holy Penman. It is always a sad day when God has to record that blunt
conjunction, 'BUT." 'But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing; for

Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the
accursed thing; and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel (Joshua 7:1).
Achan threw a blot and blight upon the scene. He broke the sevenfold tenth commandment. He
"coveted." And God had Achan stoned to death for troubling Israel.

ACHAN IN THE CHURCH

Acts Five corresponds with Joshua Seven. Spiritually, Israel were then in the promised land. The
world was judged and cursed at Calvary. Those who received the truth were filled with the Spirit.
Provisionally, the world lay at their feet, conquered and subdued. They were meeting with unbounded
success. The Lord added together daily such as were being saved ... BUT! Here is this same
significant blunt conjunction, the first word of Chapter Five. What does it mean? Was not the Spirit
given? Were the disciples not in the will of God? Do we not read: They were all filled with the Holy
Spirit"? How then could there arise that dreadful blight in such a holy and Spirit-empowered
gathering?

Verse 13 lets us into the secret. Some people attempted to "join themselves to them." Those self-
joiners pretended to make a full consecration to God. It soon becomes evident as to whether people
are self-joined to the meeting, or divinely added to the Lord, and the manifest love of the world
proves mens hypocrisy and coveting nature. The whole world, ruined by sin, was cursed in the death
of Christ. It is therefore justly devoted to God, for whom it was purchased by His Son's death. When
we believe on Jesus Christ, God gives us a nature that loves Him and which uses this world for His
glory. We are "added to the Lord." And that old nature in all of us, which covets, was condemned and
cursed at Calvary, when ‘Christ was made a curse for us" (Galatians 3:13). Constantly admit this fact;
count with God; then the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life will be forever
powerless. (I John 2:15-1 6)

"And of the rest dared no man join himself unto them ... And believers were the more added to the
Lord" (5:13-14). Where the Holy Spirit has His way and His power prevails, there is no such thing
"joining the church,” but people are joined to the Lord (I Corinthians 6:17). By the seductive
method of ‘church- -joining, the four hundred prophets of Baal are filling up the creed bound

churches and reporting great results, but how few are born of the Spirit. The sin of

Ananias and Sapphira was set at the gateway of this Church Age as a warning against this subtle
religious snare. The religious spirit of the age is so fascinating and powerful in its cunning, has so
much of the truth, and in many respects is so like the genuine, that very few people are not snared by
it. Our only safeguard is to take Christ as our life and walk in the fulness of the Spirit and keep filled
with the Word. Bear in mind that the foregoing is typical of the righteous reign of Christ during the
millennium. His judgment of those two hypocrites suggests the full authority He will possess as

the Prince, or King of kings and Lord of lords. This explains why similar hypocrites are not judged in
like manner today as were Ananias and his wife. Now, the wheat and tares are allowed to grow
together until the harvest (Matthew 13:27-30).

JESUS OFFICIALLY REJECTED
Chapter 5:17-40

‘Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees)
and were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common
prison (5:17-18). In Chapter Four, we saw that the Jewish officials were beginning to take a stand
against the apostles. Hence, Peter's third discourse was addressed to the "rulers of the people and
elders (Chapter 4:8). His former messages were addressed to all the people - Men of Judea, or
Israel, men and brethren." The answer of the apostles and the continued miracles did not allay their
rage. At first they were sore troubled” because of the apostles teaching (Chapter 4:1). Now they are
“filled with jealousy” and determined to wipe them off the map. But the Lord came to their rescue and
delivered them miraculously from prison and bid them preach all the words of this life. Of course,
they obeyed, and an unusual thing happened. They held a "daybreak" meeting in the temple.

Oh, what a message they had - words of life, yes, all the words of this life; not this natural life
(psuche, Greek), but the supernatural, eternal life (zoes, Greek). It was the new creation life, which
had recently sprung out of death. The original reads thus - "all the utterances (hramata) of this life."
Jesus said to John, "I am the Living One (Zon, Revelation 1:18). Therefore, he says, "He that hath
the Son hath the life" (zoen), which he terms "eternal life," in the verse before. | say that we have a
wonderful, life-giving, life-sustaining message in the Divine utterances of this eternal life. We do well



if we search and see Christ on every page of Scripture.

A COURT OF JUSTICE

The high priests called the council and all the senate, or elders together. Look at that assemblage -
high priest, captain, chief priests, officers, Sadducees - a religious senate. They had met about two
months before and had put the Son of Man to death. Now they show again their enmity against Him
by refusing to heed His Spirit-anointed messengers of peace. They were not ignorant, but
acknowledged that the truth was being proclaimed. They said to the apostles: "Ye have filled
Jerusalem with your doctrine (not denying that it was scriptural), and intend to bring this man's blood
upon us" (5:28). They deliberately refused the cleansing power of the blood of the Lamb, hence, they
knew the inevitable consequence - banishment from God forever. Instead of yielding to conviction
and turning to Christ, they officially decided to stop the mouths of God's faithful servants who were
the channels thereof. But for Gamaliel's wise counsel, they would have slain them immediately, even
as they killed Stephen and James later (Acts 7 and 12). "And they departed from the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the Name. And daily in the
temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ’ (5:41-42). Itis worth
our while to note how the Church at first met persecution. THEY PRAYED. After the first arrest, they
lifted up their voice to God with one accord (4:24). They comforted themselves by recalling Scripture,
which their foes were fulfilling. Instead of being discouraged, they cried for added power and
boldness to declare the truth. Likewise after the second arrest and release, they went on with their
God-appointed task, rejoicing in their persecutions. Generally, people count it a shame to suffer for
Christ, but they counted it an honor to suffer dishonor in His behalf. Why? Because they knew that they
were fighting for a good cause and for the One who surely will win. Observe also that they did not try
to defend themselves. When questioned, they answered and explained. When light was sought, they
gave it.

Chapters Six and Seven Rejection of Jesus Settled

‘Now in these days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a murmuring of
the Grecian Jews against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily
ministrations." (6:1)

Mark the first phrase - "in these days." A period of about two years elapsed from the death of

Christ until Stephen's career began. Therefore, we date Stephen's ministry from 35 to 40 A.D. In
studying Chapter Seven, we will see reasons for this view. An observance of these dates, helps
us to understand valuable typical and dispensational teaching in this book.

The "Grecian, or Grecian Jews" were either Gentile proselytes to the Jewish faith, or Jews born in
foreign countries. The Greek word is helleniston, that is, Hellenists. They rightly claimed the care of
the congregation, which began to deviate from the all things common plan with which they started.

The apostles' hands were full of the ministry of the Word. They had no time to serve tables. As Paul
wrote later to Timothy, they were not to be entangled with the affairs of this life. Paul did not always
work with his hands; but when occasion required, as for example when entering a new field, he was
not ashamed of toil, nor afraid of soiling his delicate” hands. As a rule, if divinely-called ministers

"continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the Word" they will have ample employment in
spiritual things. The apostles summoned the congregation to select seven men to look after the
needy. Note the co-operation of the ministers with the assembly. Note also that they were not chosen
chiefly for their ability to serve, but they should be ‘full of the Spirit and wisdom. They did not fear the
speaking in another tongue in a restaurant in those days. What if some did shake, or were prostrated
under the power of God? Mark another fact: It is not stated that the Lord directly led to the appointment
of those seven, but at least, He permitted it. People who are filled with the Spirit may do many things
by permission, which are not against the doctrine of the Lord, or His clearly defined plan. There is
evidence that the Spirit was leading them because "The Word of God increased; and the number of
the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of priests were obedient to the
faith (6:6). Why did they choose exactly seven? It was because that was a transitional time. The
number seven is pre-eminently the number of dispensational completeness. It is employed distinctly
with reference to this Church Age and with the beginning of the next age. Study its constant
occurrence in Revelation. Since God was about to do a new thing, and Stephen and Philip were soon
to be sovereignly set to be links between the old and the new, seven men were then chosen to
manage the business affairs. Some believers today have erroneously imitated the apostles and



appointed, or elected boards of seven men and called them elders, or deacons. Those seven were
not called either one. Men today call them deacons. In truth, the Greek word for deacon, is
sometimes translated servant, and other times minister. It applies to spiritual service far more often
than to material service. Furthermore, Paul never appointed seven men as deacons, or elders of any
assembly. The number seven will be a millennial number, which Stephens day figures.

STEPHEN'S SPIRITUAL SERVICE

"And Stephen full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people"” (6:8). It
must have been an interesting sight to behold Stephen praying for the sick while also ministering
material food. No one objected to his laying his hands on a suffering guest. No doubt, between

meals he was busy preaching, casting out demons, and recovering the afflicted. At any rate,

God s hand was sovereignly upon Stephen and Philip. Men had appointed them to a business
career, but the Lord gave them a more important appointment.

Why did the Lord choose Stephen? Was not the ministry of the apostles, Peter and John
satisfactory? Yes, they had performed their part well, but God was introducing a new act which
required new actors. The Jews were rapidly drawing further and further away from Christ. Kingdom
interests were receding. A transition period required a transition figure, and he was Stephen. John
the baptist closed the old, shadowy regime and opened the new, substantial one by introducing
Jesus Christ. Similarly Stephen arched the way between the twelve apostles and Paul, or between
the Kingdom and the Church. He was not an apostle. Jesus had not chosen him to be one, and yet
the Holy Spirit made him a mighty miracle worker, a fiery messenger with an unanswerable
message. God sovereignly appointed him to proclaim the truth. Amos said, "I was no prophet, neither
was | a prophets son; but | was an herdman and a gatherer of sycamore fruit; and the Lord took me as
| followed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel (Amos 7:14-1
5). Stephens call was like that. God did not ask counsel of the Jewish priests, or senate, nor of the
twelve apostles. He does what He wills, and chooses whom He desires.

Here are some stubborn facts: When Jesus came and taught and wrought, the Father expected
Israel to listen to Him. If they refused, He went right on, counting only those who followed Jesus as His
own. When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the 120, God moved on with them and with

those who received their word - ‘the Lord working with them and confirming the Word with signs
following (Mark 16:20). They who believed the word of the apostles were counted as the
congregation of the Lord. The same ongoing God held Stephen's listeners responsible to accept
what he was saying to them, because Stephen's address was the voice of God to them. The same
order obtains today. In the early years of this century, the Holy Spirit brought many revivals
throughout the world; they who received it and walked in its power had the presence and power of
God with them. Denominations have grown formal and dry, because they refused to move on with
Jehovah in His own sovereign way. Soon Pauls full message of grace, which shall be crowned
with glory, appeared among us. They who have received it and are walking in the liberty, joy,
power, correction, and hope which it affords, are going on with the Lord; the Word of the Lord is
mightily growing and prevailing. Others are becoming worldly and formal and selfish. | dare say that
these are solemn facts. God moves on. If His people do not move with Him and in His way, they
invariably move backward, lose out and grow cold.

What is now the Roman Catholic Church was once the true Church of Christ. Alas! She is not such
today, despite all her claims. God calls her the "mother of harlots." For years, the Protestant Bodies
constituted the true Church of Christ, but alas, they are certainly not such now. Are they not the
harlot's daughters? Only local meetings and individuals can be counted as the Church. And what
about the Pentecostal sects, who have either gone the way of formal Protestantism, or who prefer
physical demonstrations to Bible doctrine? God moves on with those individuals who are willing to let
Him lead them.

"Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they
were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spoke" (6:9-10). The Libertines were
Jews, who had been imprisoned in Rome, but were set free and dwelt in Jerusalem. The second
ones named were Jews from Cyrene; the third group were Jews from Alexandria, the largest and
most noted city of Egypt. The fourth named were Jews from Cilicia and Asia. It seems that these
made up a certain synagogue, which became especially incensed against the truth as set forth by
Stephen. There was a temporary cessation of hostilities after the second arrest of the apostles, but
now these from that particular synagogue stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes. They



seized him, brought him before the council and swore falsely against him. Note Stephen's
countenance - "as it had been the face of an angel. They all beheld that face. If men will not listen to
the voice of God's Word and Spirit, they will not be moved by the angelic countenance of His
messengers.

Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord,
By the power of grace divine;
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope,
And my will be lost in Thine. -- Crosby

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Chapter Seven
Stephens Scriptural Defense

"Then said the high priest, Are these things so? And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers,
hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he dwelt in Haran, and said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
come into the land which | shall show thee. .. ." (7:1-3)

Chapter Seven is a masterful answer to the high priest's question, "Are these things so?" Stephen
begins with "God of the Glory," and consummates with "the Glory of God." He called Abraham on
the witness stand first; then he traced God's dealings with Israel and their attitude toward Him from
that time to the advent of Christ and the Holy Spirit. He deftly showed that ‘the fathers’ maltreated
and resisted God's servants throughout those two thousand years. The patriarchs were moved with
jealousy against Joseph, a perfect type of Christ, and sold him into Egypt (7:9). Moses brethren
thrust him away, when he sought to deliver them from Egypt, saying, Who made thee a ruler and
judge over us? (7:27). Stephen emphasized the fact that as God had sent Moses whom his brethren
refused, so God had sent Jesus, the Prophet like unto Moses, and of whom he wrote. He showed
them that Jesus was the Angel who spoke to Moses in the mount (Exodus 33:2, 14; Isaiah 63:9).
They had raised a great hue and cry in defense of the law and the holy place, as if

Jesus would destroy it. Stephen met that foolish stand by quoting from their own law, or holy writings,
which they seemed to revere, even | Kings 8:27 and Isaiah 66:1-2. Howbeit the most High dwelleth
not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? Hath not My hand made
all these things? (7:48-50). Having reached that invincible climax, filled with holy indignation by the
grieved Holy Spirit, Stephen exclaimed: "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do
always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye" (7:51). Those were indeed scathing
utterances, but provoked by years of hatred against Jesus Christ. Stephen continues: "Which of the
prophets did not your fathers persecute? and they killed them which showed before the coming of the
Righteous One. Then he culminates his burning charge by adding: "Of whom ye have now become
betrayers and murderers; ye who received the law as it was ordained by angels and kept it not (7:51-
53). Stephens Triumph and Exit

The remaining seven verses of this chapter are very significant. Be sure that you catch their
meaning. At the beginning of his address Stephen s face shone "as the face of an angel, because he
was filled with God's Spirit and Word. At the conclusion, he was still filled with God's Spirit. Like
everyone thus filled, "he looked up steadfastly into heaven.”" What did he see? Ah! Spirit-anointed
upward-gazers always behold special and wonderful things. He saw three entrancing objects - "the
heavens opened, the Glory of God, and Jesus standing. He began his sermon, believing God's
Word, by declaring that the God of glory appeared to Abraham. This is the first time that phrase
occurs. It intimates a doctrine and hope of which Israel were ignorant, even the mystery of God
(Ephesians 3:9). Now near the end, he sees, by revelation, the glory of which his faith made him
speak.

What did it all mean? Plainly this. Jesus was standing up, ready to return and be Israel's King if they
had welcomed Him. (See Chapters 1:11; 3:20) He had not yet sat down at the right hand of God, as
we find Him later - Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 3:21. God is always slow to anger and plenteous in
mercy. Probably for about seven years from His ascension, Jesus was standing at the Father's right
hand, waiting for Israel to invite Him back. Through Peter and John, He had spoken to them and
wrought mighty miracles. An earnest of millennial blessings, liberty, and power flowed in every
direction in Jerusalem, filling the city with the doctrine of the Lord. It seemed that the last seven
years of Daniel's seventy determined weeks, or 490 years, was being fulfilled (Daniel 9:24). The first
three items of Daniel 9:24 were fulfilled by the death of Christ. The other three were due also within



that time, from His resurrection, about 33 to 40 A. D.

The infuriated council and officers did not hearken to Stephen's words. Their attitude toward him was
like that against Jesus Himself. Indeed, it was their rejection of Jesus all over again. It was their
official renunciation of Jesus and His Message. They crucified to themselves the Son of God afresh
(Hebrews 6). They virtually said, "We will not have this Man to reign over us" as they said earlier
(Luke 19:14). Therefore when we next read of our Lord in heaven, He is sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high." He is there interceding in our behalf during these two thousand years, that
we may live in victory and reach the Glory in triumph (Hebrews 7:25). Stephen s own nation cast him
out and stoned him, running upon him and stopping their ears against his sublime testimony. Did he
resent them? Nay. He offered two prayers to God. First, he cried, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
Either he knew he was dying, or he desired to depart and be with Christ, which is far better, as Paul
wrote years afterward (Philippians 1:23). Then filled with the unselfish Spirit of Jesus (Luke 23:34),
"he kneeled down and with a loud voice cried, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. Then he fell
asleep.

What young man was with that rebellious mob? What two facts are recorded of him? Was
Stephen s career a failure? Were his utterances fruitless and lost? Nay! No doubt his ministry was
the instrument of Saul's salvation. He spoke the Word of God "who watches over His Word to perform
it" (Jeremiah 1:12, R.V.). Also, Isaiah 11 must be fulfilled to the uttermost. Hence, he could fall
asleep in the sure hope of a glorious resurrection, and of the restoration of the Kingdom.

DANIEL'S LAST WEEK

In a preceding paragraph, we stated that the first three promised blessings of Daniel 9:24 were

fulfilled on Calvary. Yes, the Lord "finished the transgression, made an end of sins, and made
reconciliation for iniquity on the Cross. Full provision for a complete salvation was accomplished
through Christ, who "obtained eternal redemption” for us, as well as the Jews (Hebrews 9:12). The

provision made also for the other three promises in that verse were fulfilled in Christ's resurrection
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. The last week of seven years were
actually fulfilled, from the Day of Pentecost to the stoning of Stephen. The Jews, by rejecting Christ
again, by refusing to believe Stephen's plea, forfeited their right to enjoy those blessings of Christ's
death and resurrection. They judged themselves unworthy of everlasting life (Chapter 13:46).
Because the Jews did not accept Christ at the beginning of this age, it is generally supposed that
Daniel 9:24 will have to be fulfilled again. It is held that Verse 27 teaches that, but that is not correct.
Daniel 9:27 has never yet been fulfilled; it is not a repetition of Verse 24, nor a fulfillment of the last
seven years of the 490 decreed years, or 70 weeks. Let us give both verses side by side. "Seventy
weeks (490 years) are decreed upon thy people and upon thy holy city to finish the transgression and
to make an end of sins and to make reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in everlasting
righteousness and to seal up the vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy place (Daniel 9:24,
R.V.).

"And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week (7 years); and in the midst of the week,
he shall cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease; and for the overspreading of abominations, he
shall make desolate, even until the consummation and that determined shall be poured upon the
desolater" (Daniel 9:27, R.V.).

Observe that Verse 24 promised blessings only, and all those proffered blessings came through the
death, burial, resurrection of Jesus, and through the Gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. But Verse 27
offers no blessing, but foretells distress and desolation. It is important to note all these distinctions.
The "one week" of Verse 27 is not said to be the last of the 70 weeks of Verse 24. It must mean some
other week, or seven years. The last week of the 70 was "determined," or "decreed," with the other 69
weeks; but it is not stated that the one week of Verse 27 was determined or decreed. Its fulfillment is
simply foretold, and wrath is determined upon the desolater.

The Lord grants the gracious things of Verse 24, but the ‘prince’ of Verse 26, whose ancestors, the
Romans, destroyed Jerusalem in 71 A.D., will be the cruel actor of Verse 27. He will act squarely
against Divine Authority, incited by satan. Hence, "his end will be with a flood" (Verse 26); that is, in
judgment, for wrath will be poured upon him as the desolater. That prince will be the anti-Christ, an
abominable usurper, who will reign for three and a half years as world ruler, but will be overthrown
and slain in the battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:16). At the beginning of that week of seven
years (Daniel 9:27), the Jews will accept the overtures of a league of nations and bring upon
themselves unspeakable anguish and pain. They ought to accept "the Messiah, the Prince (Verse
25), who brought in the blessings of Verse 24 at His first advent.



It is very unfortunate that any of us ever fell into the error of calling Daniel 9:27 "the Last Week of
Daniel, for Daniel never calls it such, nor does any other Bible writer. Furthermore, the 70th week, or
last seven years of Daniel 9:24, were fulfilled by the activities recorded in Acts 2 - 11. They were an
earnest of millennial blessings. Chapter Nine records Saul s conversion and anointing with the Spirit.
Chapters 10 and 11 record God's visit to the Gentiles. While the Lord was preparing the Gentiles for
Paul's message through the ministry of Peter, He was preparing Saul of Tarsus for the Gentiles
through the ministry of Ananias and Barnabas.

AFTER WORK
Lord, when Thou seest that my work is done,
Let me not linger on,
With failing powers,
Adown the weary hours --
A workless worker in a world of work.
But, with a word,
Just bid me home,
And | will come
Right gladly --
Yea, right gladly

Will I come.
-- John Oxenham

Chapter Eight
Philip's Missionary Journeys

‘And Saul was consenting unto his (Stephen's) death. And at that time there was a great
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles ... Therefore they that were
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the Word. Then Philip went down to the city of
Samaria, and preached Christ unto them." (8:1-5)

The first sentence of this chapter properly belongs to the preceding one for a convenient division;
nevertheless, Saul is the important link in the narrative. He was the chief actor in the "great
persecution.” How those people loved Jesus and the truth! for they would rather be scattered abroad
than deny their Lord. The fourth verse is very full of meaning. Those who were scattered were on the
way to fulfill Jesus words to the apostles (Matthew 28:19; Acts 1:8; compare Colossians 1:23). This
is how God overrules and makes good use of even the opposition of Satan (Psalm 76:10). Philip s
public spiritual ministry began about 38 A.D., or at least his trip to Samaria doubtless dates from
then. Note that the great persecution arose on the day of Stephen s death. The fact that they all
went preaching, is no argument that all who are filled with the Spirit today and speak in new tongues,
should immediately quit their work and begin preaching, or attempt it. In the first place, note that they
were compelled to go forth, or surrender their belief, or their lives. In the second place, they knew
the Word, that is, the Old Testament. (Compare Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Psalm 78:4-7; Ephesians 6:4).
In all the addresses and writings of the apostles there are constant references to the Old Testament.
That was to them the ‘Word of God.” Hence, Luke could rightly record that they went preachmg the
Word. When people get saved today, and even filled with the Spirit, they do not know the Word of
God. How then can they proclaim it? Nay! but after receiving the Holy Spirit, who fills believers that
He may guide and instruct them in the truth, we need to read and search the Bible that we may be
able to instruct others also. (John 16:13-14)

Observe further their message: Philip "preached the Christ," or Anointed One, and Jesus (8:5, 35).
He preached "the good tidings concerning the Kingdom of God and concerning the Name of Jesus
Christ" (8:12). Accordingly, what did the people receive? The "Word of God." What were the results?
Demons were cast out; the sick were healed; and great joy prevailed (8:7-8). Though Philip baptized,
yet baptism was not his theme, and though he wrought miracles in Jesus Name, yet the Name was
not his theme. Christ Jesus Himself was always the theme of all the apostles. Therefore, from the
Scriptures, they announced Him (8:25, 35).

Of course they declared both the humanity and deity of Jesus (8:32, 34, 37). Consider who Philip
was, and that he was anointed with the Holy Spirit (Chapter 6:3, 5 and 21:8). He was not Philip the
apostle (Luke 6:14). Who gave him his office? Consider the results that follow a real Scriptural
ministry (Verses 6-8, 14-17, 35-38). Shame on the modern make-believe gospel preachers who
"know neither the Scriptures, nor the power of God," but reject the former and deny the latter. Do



you want more evidence of the emphasis that the Holy Spirit puts on God's Word? Then read
Chapter 13 and note how often special mention is made of the Word, and see the results of such
emphasis (13:42, 44, 52). Hallelujah!

The Spirit Given to the Samaritans

"Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the Word of God,
they sent unto them Peter and John, who when they were come down, prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit" (8:14-1 5). Everywhere the Divine Order is that the Spirit should be
received immediately after accepting Christ; thus avoiding two grave blunders. First, the erroneous
teaching that Christ and the Holy Spirit are received simultaneously. The practical proof of this error is
before us, in that its devotees lack the joy and power of the Holy Spirit. Second, Not receiving the Spirit
at once, leaves a gap for Satan to intrude with error, or indifference, discouragement, or uselessness.
‘Now is the accepted time, is the wooing voice of the Father. Observe that the apostles did not pray
that the Spirit be poured out, but that they might receive the Holy Spirit. We need not pray Him out
of heaven. He is here. He came once, over 1900 years ago. He only waits to be invited into His
temple, the believer's body (I

Corinthians 6:19; Compare Chapter 19:3, 6). There were three days time between Saul's
conversion and his anointing with the Spirit (Chapter 9:17).

Why did not Philip pray for the Samaritans to receive the Spirit? Why should the apostles come
down for that purpose? Answer: After the death of king Solomon, the twelve-tribed kingdom was
divided into two kingdoms, known as the kingdom of Judah and the kingdom of Israel (I Kings
12). This division continues to this day, and they will not be re-united until Jesus comes and
establishes His Kingdom (Isaiah 11:12-1 3; Ezekiel 37:15, 28).

Now, when the Holy Spirit came from heaven, He came as the fulfillment of God's promise to the
whole house of Israel (Acts 2:36); but Israel were not all represented in Jerusalem when the Spirit
was poured out. As Jerusalem was the capital of the kingdom of Judah, that kingdom only received
the Spirit. Israel, or the ten tribes, whose capital was Shechem in Samaria, must also nationally be
visited by the Spirit. And since "the keys of the kingdom" were committed to Peter (Matthew 16:19), it
was officially proper that he should introduce the other Comforter to the ten tribes in Samaria as well
as to the two tribes in Jerusalem. Peter also unlocked the blessings of heaven for the Gentiles to
receive the Holy Spirit (Chapter 10:34-48).

Why was the Spirit not poured out upon the city of Samaria until about seven years after His descent
upon the 120 in Jerusalem? This is an important question. The ten tribes were the first to depart from
the Lord, and they will be the last of the whole Israeli empire to return to Him. When Jesus comes
back, He will begin dealing with the two tribes first, and they will be the first to receive Him - "A remnant
shall be saved - then later the ten tribes will receive Him - "So all Israel shall be saved (Romans
11:26). The Lord's dealings with the Jews through the apostles and with the ten tribes through Philip
and the apostles at the beginning of this age, was an earnest of His final treatment of them. And yet,
individuals from the ten tribes were with the Jews at the beginning (See Chapter 2:22; 4:10).

‘But there was a certain man, Simon by name, which beforetime in the city used sorcery and amazed
the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one; to whom they all gave heed, from
the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God (8:9-10). The essential
difference between Philip and Simon is obvious. Simon magnified Simon; Philip exalted Christ.
Simon proclaimed himself; Philip proclaimed Jesus. Simon's religion was cunning, beguiling,
enchanting witchcraft. It was of the devil. Philip's Gospel was simple, comforting, and sufficient. It
was altogether Divine. Simon the sorcerer is an illustration of those who become religious for the
purpose of speculation.

‘Simon believed also and was baptized, continued with Philip and wondered, beholding the miracles
and signs that were done" (8:13). Yes, he believed, or assented to what Philip taught, but he did not
believe to the saving of his soul. See Verse 23: Peter told him, "For | perceive that thou art in the gall
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." It is easy to be baptized and appear religious in view of
getting a name and the peoples money. His witchcraft had succeeded before, giving out that himself
was some great one. Now he sees an opportunity to add to his trickery. "Perhaps | can even get
Philip with me," he thinks. Then he imagines that the power of dispensing the fullness of the Spirit,
with the entrancing sign of speaking in other languages can be bought with money, he is engulfed
with the hope of unparalleled prosperity. Observe that Peter's rebuke does not induce him to repent.
He only selfishly desires to escape judgment. Fellow Student, consider the most dangerous species
of witchcraft, typified by Simons career. Do you know that the Holy Spirit calls seeking justification by
works, or seeking the Spirit by works, sorcery and witchcraft? (Galatians 3:1-5) Are ye now made
perfect by the flesh?" asks the apostle of the Galatians. Be it ever remembered that the "Simon crew"



are not all gone yet. Their number is legion. It is amazing how men, some of them professedly Spirit-
filled, can deceive hungry, needy hearts by their make-believe piety and holy walk. People look up to
them as marvels of perfection, because they talk boldly of straightening up back tracks, paying debts,
keeping the sabbath, etc. And because they have learned to throw a religious, pious spell over
people by their own peculiar personality, they get a hearing before thousands, get results, and get the
people s money. However, it is simply pious, religious flesh inspired by the devil. God rightly calls it
"witchcraft.”

FLYING EVANGELISM

Philip's further ministry, his experience with the Ethiopian eunuch, verses 26-40, are typical of the
ministry of God's servants gathering together the dispersed of Israel at the coming of Jesus
(Matthew 24:31; Revelation 14:6). Study the various ways and means by which God makes His

will known to Philip. "And the angel of the Lord spoke unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the
south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert" (8:26). "Then the
Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot" (8:29). When he heard the eunuch
reading Isaiah, chapter 53, he asked him if he understood what he was reading. The eunuch invited
him into the chariot and later received Christ as his Savior and was baptized (8:36-39).

It is probable that as Philip was caught away by the Spirit, perhaps bodily borne across the country
at that time, so after the Church has been taken to Glory, there will be Spirit-anointed men

preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and the soon-coming of the King. They will be miraculously
sustained and transported to different places; for the time of trouble will be unspeakably terrible.
Then, that the "elect of Israel" may be saved from physical destruction, that time of tribulation will be
shortened 250 days (Matthew 24:21-22).

The eunuch took the message of salvation back to Ethiopia, and from that one encounter with
Philip, the Gospel spread in that region. Philip s experience with the eunuch is typical of the
Gospel going to the Gentiles, which was officially granted them under Peter s ministry earlier. It
figures also Israel taking the Gospel to the nations (Isaiah 52:7, 10; 66:10-12, 19; Luke 24:47;
Acts 15:16-17; Consider Revelation 21:24). The Ethiopian eunuch was a descendant of Ham.
Gaza was 50 miles southwest from Jerusalem. Azotus, Ashdod, was 40 miles due west.

Chapter Nine
The Salvation of Saul

‘And Saul yet breathing out threatnings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the
high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this
way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he
journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:
And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?
And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for
thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me
to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must
do." (9:1-6)

The first thirty verses of this chapter record the beginning days of the most striking character and his
career in the New Testament, Jesus Himself excepted. The conversion of Saul of Tarsus is like a
parenthesis in the first twelve chapters of the Acts, but he became a necessary link between divine
purposes.

Saul's hatred of Jesus Christ was unspeakably great. With Chapter 7:58; 8:1, and 9:1-2, compare
Galatians 1:13-14, | Timothy 1:13, and Acts 26:11. Why did Saul so bitterly persecute the Church?
Read the citations again. Religious tradition is a terrible snare. Trace its source - have walked after the
imagination (stubbornness) of their own heart" (Jeremiah 9:14). God made His will known to His people,
but self-will and unbelief leave a great gap for Satan to introduce a false religion. Years later, Saul
knew by experience how to write about self-righteous Israel (Romans 9:31-32; 10:2-3). He magnified
God's grace in his salvation: "And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom | am chief. Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that
in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter
believe on Him to life everlasting” (I Timothy 1:14-16). He did not call himself the chief of sinners
because he robbed banks, nor was dissolute, or an insurrectionist; but because he was so



persistently and successfully religious and outwardly holy. "As touching the righteousness of the law,
(he was) blameless (Philippians 3:6). He endeavored to establish his own righteousness, which was
against God's righteousness, and thus make void the redeeming work of Christ.

Saul accused Jesus of being an impostor, and portrayed Him as "a blasphemer and injurious,"
because Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and died to redeem everyone, for all have sinned,
even self-righteous Saul. He came the nearest of any man to saving himself by fulfilling the
righteousness of the law. He sought perfection, and outwardly attained it, apart from the
redemption of the only Perfect Man. Meanwhile, he showed out his heart rebellion against God by
persecuting the people of God. This made him "chief of sinners. He did not apparently need God,
or His righteousness. He appeared to be righteous, but that was only the old creation posing as
pious. It was not of faith. It was not based upon the redemption wrought by another,

even Jesus. There was no life, for the law cannot give life (Galatians 3:21).

When Saul, enroute to Damascus, saw the Lord, he found himself to be the "blasphemer and
injurious"” to an inexpressible depth. He exclaimed: "CHIEF OF SINNERS." Oh, what a view of self-
righteousness, the religion of works, the sorcery of lawkeeping, he attained! Hence, Christ, received
and enjoyed forever by simple faith, was ever afterward his glowing message. Note these statements:
‘And straitway he preached Christ; ‘But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the
Jews, proving that this is very Christ;" "He preached boldly at Damascus in the

Name of Jesus; And he spoke boldly in the Name of the Lord Jesus. He wrote later to the Galatians:
'For | neither received it (the Gospel) of man, neither was | taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ; but when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by His
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that | might preach Him among the heathen; immediately | conferred not
with flesh and blood" (1:12, 15-16).

My Father's Way

My Father's way may twist and tum,
My heart may throb and ache,
But in my soul I'm glad to know

He maketh no mistake.
My cherished plans may go astray,
My hopes may fade away;

But still | trust my Lord to lead,
For Father knows the way.
There's so much now | cannot see,
My eye is still so dim;

But come what may | still can trust
And leave it all to Him.

For by and by the mist will lift
And darkness turn to day;
Then looking back, we'll praise His Name
Who led us all the way.

-- Author Unknown

Chapter Nine, Continued
SAUL'S CONVERSION DESCRIBED

"And Ananias said, Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus hath sent me that thou mightest receive thy sight
and be filled with the Holy Spirit" (9:17). The Persecutor was blind for three days after he saw the
Lord. Jesus looked different to him than when he probably saw Him on earth. Compare Il Corinthians
5:16. Five facts prove that he accepted Christ immediately upon being struck weak and blind.

(1). His own testimony: "Wherefore, O king Agrippa, | was not disobedient unto the heavenly

vision" (Chapter 26:19).

(2). His answer to Jesus: ‘What wilt Thou have me do, Lord?’ (V. 6). Compare Romans 10:9.

(3). His worship - ‘Behold, he prayeth (V. 11).

(4). Ananias's words of salute, "Brother Saul." If he had not yet believed and was not saved, why did
not Ananias say, "Mr. Saul, repent and believe the Gospel;" or "Repent and be baptized;" or, "repent
and be converted that your sins may be blotted out"?



(5). The penitent persecutor's willingness to be baptized in water.

As circumcision meant a complete cutting off from the world and the death of the old creation, so
John introduced water baptism as a similar symbolic death. John's ministry summed up and
culminated the ministries of the prophets of the Old Testament, buried all the Mosaic rites and
ceremonies in Jordan and introduced a new religious regime in dipping Jesus into and lifting Him out of
the waters of Jordan. Hence, Jesus declared that there was no greater prophet than John the
Baptist.

It was therefore no small matter for Saul to be baptized in water. Baptism into the Name of Jesus, the
Chief of the New Covenant, meant a complete and eternal cutting off from all the past. He virtually
said, | am no longer a Jew, but a disciple of Christ, the despised Nazarene. Baptism in water, to a
Jew, is the outward expression of death to Moses and of resurrection unto Christ. No Jew will

submit to baptism until, with all his heart, he accepts Christ as his personal Savior; and his fellow
Jews will not believe that he is saved through Christ if he is not willing to be baptized in

water in Jesus' Name. Ever afterward, they call him "the blotted out." Saul had already repented, and
had received the forgiveness of his sins, before Ananias arrived; therefore, he was prepared to be
baptized as a sign and seal to his faith in Christ.

The conversion of Saul is typical of that of Israel; for they will see the Lord descending in glory and
will receive Him (Isaiah 25:6-9). In | Corinthians 15:8 is a remarkable statement: "Last of all He was

seen of me also as one born out of due time.” After Jesus was seen of Stephen standing at God's
right hand, as if ready to return to Israel, if they had received Him, He sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3; 12:2), because they rejected Him in rejectmg Stephen His
sitting down was to continue two thousand years, which Hosea 6:2 terms "two days." But for a
special sovereign purpose, Jesus arose from His seat of mediatorship and appeared to persecuting
Saul of Tarsus. Saul accepted Christ there and then, and was born again; thus he was born two
dispensational days, or two thousand years, ahead of the due time for the new birth of Israel as a
nation. Compare Isaiah 66:8.

Consider closely the radical change wrought in Saul and the theme of his teaching henceforth.
Study verses 20, 22, and 29. Note also the attitude of his own people toward him after he received
Christ - verses 23-24. Why did Saul emphasize the Divine Sonship of Jesus? Because that was the
root-cause of the Jews hated of Him. His claim to being the Son of God, they termed blasphemy
(John 5:18; 10:30-36). The Jews had scriptural ground for stoning Jesus if He were not God s Son
(Leviticus 24:16). Therefore, they took the same bitter stand against His avowed friend, seeking to Kkill
Saul. We little understand how the Jews could maintain such bitter hatred against the Son of God,
but it simply shows the outcome of refusing to walk in the light. Christian people today, who reject
Divine light, show a similar spirit, because they walk in the flesh, which hates Christ, who is always
spiritual.

PETER EVANGELIZING

"And it came to pass, as Peter went throughout all parts, he came down to the saints which dwelt at
Lydda (9:32). After the parenthesis of Saul s salvation, the ministry of the kingdom apostles, in Luke's
record, is resumed. Two remarkable miracles were wrought by Peter's hands in Jesus' Name. Now if
Saul's conversion is typical of the conversion of the Jews as a nation when the Lord comes, is not
Peter's ministry Throughout all parts typical of the powerful ministry of the Jews to all Israel when
Jesus returns? Doubtless the healing of Aeneas, bedridden for eight years with palsy, foreshadows
Israel's deliverance from their long drawn-out spiritual palsy. The raising to life of Dorcas figures the
national resurrection of Israel, as outlined in Ezekiel 37, where we hear the rattle of the "dry bones.”
Dorcas is the Greek and Tabitha is the Syriac for gazelle. Indeed, with gazelle-like swiftness,
resurrected and restored Israel will spread the glad tidings to the nations. "Israel shall blossom and
bud and fill the face of the world with fruit" (Isaiah 27:6). As a result of the typical ministry, Luke
says, "Many believed in the Lord" (9:42). Just so it will be when Israel turns to the Lord, and Isaiah 35
will be fulfilled: "Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; behold, your God will
come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; He will come and save you. Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing; for in the wilderness shall waters break out,
and streams in the desert (35:5-6). It is quite probable that Peter's letters to the strangers

scattered" will be read by them at the end.
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Yesterday He helped me,
. Today |l praise His Name, Because | know tomorrow
Hell help me just the same.
-- Author unknown

Chapters 10 and 11
Jesus Preached to Gentiles

‘Now there was a certain man in Caesarea, Cornelius by name, a centurion of the band called the
Italian band, a devout man and one that feared God with all his house, who gave much alms to the
people and prayed to God always (10:1-2).

The date of the events of these two chapters was about 41 A.D., or eight years after the Holy Spirit
fell on the 120 in the upper room in Jerusalem. The descent of the Holy Spirit in Cornelius's house
was only an earnest of His world-wide out-pouring which will come after Israel receive the Messiah.
They will then proclaim Him far and near. The last week (seven years) of Daniel 9:24 had to be
fulfilled before the Lord could begin with the Gentiles. This fact occasions the above date.

The phrase, "a certain man, is quite suggestive. The word ‘certain’ occurs about 50 times in this
book. God has certain times for the accomplishments of certain ordained purposes. Bear in mind,
that there is nothing haphazard with His plans. He orders men's footsteps. Cornelius was being
prepared beforehand for that day and purpose. Therefore, he was not ignorant of the truth
concerning Jesus - "The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ: (He is Lord of all): That word, | say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judea, and
began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached (10:36-37). He may have been a
proselyte to the Jewish faith. The brief history of his devotion in verse two is truly interesting. Hungry
hearts find the Lord, and the loving Lord finds folks who will take the truth. The different means
employed by the Lord to make His will known, as recorded here is a profitable study. God used an
angel, a vision, the Word, a man, and the Spirit. Being filled with the Spirit is not a proof of knowing
everything. Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, wrought great miracles, and was the chief of the 12
apostles; yet he did not know until that day that salvation was for the Gentiles, although he had
unwittingly declared it before. (See chapter 2:17, 39; 3:26) By the Spirit, men often say more than
they know, but when we are teachable and pliable to the Holy Spirit, God can show us any new truth.

Israel were forbidden to eat swine's flesh and certain other creatures, because they were not so

wholesome. However, all those sanitary rules, all those Mosaic rites and ceremonies, were written to
convey invaluable spiritual lessons. Indeed, a great spiritual truth was just then to be uncovered to
Peter and his people. Surely that vision of the sheet let down from heaven, Wherein were all manner
of fourfooted beasts of the earth and wild beasts and creeping things and fowls of the air," is ample
proof that God meant His people to see, on the one hand, how He abominates the old creation, and
how, on the other hand, He has made all men provisionally clean by the redeeming act of His Son.

Note that the sheet with its freight of apparently unclean creatures - all manner of beasts - came
down from heaven. The new creation came up from the grave in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but
it also comes down from heaven. All who believe are "born from above." God "hath concluded all under
sin, all in unbelief" (Jews and Gentiles, or as wild beasts, creeping things, etc.), "that He might have
mercy upon all," or provisionally cleanse them, and actually cleanse them that believe on Jesus
(Romans 11:32; Galatians 3:22). This truth of God s gracious sovereign provision and

offer of salvation ought to grip us. God granted repentance unto life' to Jews and Gentiles (11:17-
18). Once for all, Jesus "put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Hebrews 9:26). All men are clean
provisionally, and all are actually clean the moment they believe on Jesus Christ, even "sanctified in
Christ Jesus" (I Corinthians 1:2; Hebrews 10:10). Oh, glorious news! Hence, "the voice (of the Spirit,
of course) said the second time to Peter, "What God hath cleansed, that call not thou uncommon
(10:15).

Study Peter's address. He preached peace and healing through Jesus Anointed, Jesus crucified,
buried, raised, and the coming Judge, and remission of sins for those who believe. Note verse 43: "To
Him give all the prophets witness, that through His hame whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins." We call particular attention to this verse, because some people claim that Peter
and John taught a salvation by works mixed with grace. They hold also that those apostles had
authority to remit sins, which we do not have, basing their view on John 20:23. The above verse,
however, shows plainly how the apostles retained, or forgave mens sins. The apostles simply
declared that everyone who believes on Jesus Christ shall be saved, and we do the same. What
happened while Peter was declaring such good news? "While Peter yet spoke these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the circumcision which believed were



astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the Gift
of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God (10:44-46). The Holy
Spirit always accompanies the preaching of the Christ in His fulness. That was, of course, the
official advent of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles as was His advent to the Jews on the day of
Pentecost (Chapter 2:4).

This was the third time that Peter turned his official key of the Kingdom (Matthew 16:19) for the
descent of the Spirit. Compare Chapter Two and 8:14-17. What was the satisfying proof to the six
Jews with Peter that the Gentiles had received the Holy Spirit? They heard them speak with
tongues, and magnify God. How else shall we know today that people have received the Spirit?
There is no other distinctive sign of being anointed with the Holy Spirit, if the Bible samples are our
guide.

Peter's Rehearsal

"When Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him,
saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and didst eat with them" (11:2-3). People, even
believers, are slow to receive new unfoldings of truth. There is something in our make-up that
practically says: What | have not experienced, or seen, is not to be experienced or seen. Job in
irony addressed that element in man, saying: "No doubt but ye are the people and wisdom shall die
with you" (Job 12:2). Of course, that something is of the old creation, which is blind, deaf, and dumb
to the truth. Because his friends censured him for preaching to the Gentiles, Peter related his
experience in detail. It was effectual. "When they heard these things, they held their peace and
glorified God, saying, "Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life (11:18).
Three men, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, peopled the earth after the flood. And three saved men were
employed to begin the peopling of the earth with a new creation stock. They were the "Eunuch of
Ethiopia," a Hamite (Chapter 8), Saul, a Shemite (Chapter 9), and Cornelius, a Japhite (Chapter 10).
"Repentance unto life" is a Divine gift. Men imagine that they can repent at will and by doing so,
appease God's wrath against their sins. Salvation is a gracious gift from God. He owes no man His
salvation. And no one would, nor could ever repent if the Lord Jesus had not appeased the just
anger of an offended God, by His own sacrificial death on the cross. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit
enables men to repent and believe. "By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Overlapping Events

"Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen (Chapter
8:1-5) traveled as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto
the Jews only" (11:19). The remaining verses of this chapter are extremely interesting and
comprehensive. The hidden purposes in the Splrlts workings fill and thrill one s heart with wonder,
when we read with opened eyes. God is bringing one program to a close, the meanwhile using its
final performances to pave the way for another. In His wonderful wisdom, God is planning for that
special ministry of that special man with a special message, even the Apostle Paul. Those
scattered abroad were supposed to preach to the Jews only, but in spite of themselves, "some of
them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spoke unto the
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus" (11:20). And why? Because the Holy Spirit was directing them
and "the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord
(11:21). Thus an assembly was begun by those whom Saul had persecuted, which afterward
became the glorious center for His Spirit-filled operations. The church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas
thither, who later became Paul's first associate. A sweet thing is recorded of him: ‘When he came and
had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord (11:23). Why was he like that? 'For he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Ghost and of faith." What was the result? "And much people was added unto the Lord’ (11:24). God
surely had a hand in directing Barnabas: Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul"
(11:25).

"And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year
they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called
Christians first in Antioch (11:26). This verse is full of spiritual meat; the last sentence being
especially replete with meaning. The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch, not in derision,
as some suppose. The Holy Spirit gave them that name, because that is what believers really are -
"Christians," or "Anointed ones;" for "as He (Christ, our Head) is so are we in this world" (I John
4:17).



All believers are called to be sons of God, but most of them remain babes in experience, because
they do not grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord. Similarly we are all called to be

"Christians, or Anointed ones" (the promise is unto you, and to your children, etc. Chapter 2:39); but
how few avail themselves of their blood-bought rights. While the disciples of Jesus may be called
"Christians," yet those only, who actually receive the anointing with the Spirit and live in His power,
are Christians truly in experience. Oh, how many saints live way below their privileges! It was the
proper place for the disciples to be called Christians, because that was the real Church center. Men
give many vain interpretations of Holy Writ, and rob the truth of its true meaning, and the blessed
Holy Spirit of His glory. Jerusalem was the Kingdom center, which was national and local. Now,
because the restoration of the Kingdom was to be postponed and the Jews were to be scattered,

there had to be another center for the Church. That it was a new center, emphasized the facts, that
the Church of Christ is not a local, nor a national body, but a worldwide and spiritual body. "And in
these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. And there stood up one of them named
Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world; which
came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. Then the disciples, every man according to his ability,
determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judea; which also they did, and sent it to
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul (11:27-30). This great famine was due to the fact that
Israel, as a nation, had rejected the Son of God and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. The phrase, "all the
world," means all the inhabited earth. That, too, was typical of the sore trial, world-wide, from which
the full overcomers shall be delivered at the close of this age (Revelation 3:10). Thank God! After
Jesus comes and Israel receive Him, there will be no more dearth, but abounding plenty. See Joel
2:19-27.
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A PRAISE SONG

Father of all, whose mercy, ever tender,
Hath crowned with blessing all our fleeting days,
Accept the humble tribute that we render,
Receive our song of praise!

Safe through another year Thy power hath brought us;
Thy guiding hand has led us all the way,

And Thy kind care hath loving lessons taught us

With each passing day.
For every joy that tuned our hearts to singing,

For health, and friends, and days from trial free,

For wishes granted, our glad hearts are bringing
A song of praise to Thee.

And if for some of us the cup of sorrow
To our reluctant lips Thy hand hath pressed,
We bless Thy Name, if on the dawning morrow,
We saw Thy will was best.

We thank Thee for the strength so timely given,
For promises of Thine that were our stay,
And for the precious hope of home and heaven
That cheers our pilgrim way.

For all Thy mercies, Father, we adore Thee!
With loving hearts our grateful song we raise,
And wait the day when, crowned with joy before Thee,
We'll give Thee nobler praise!

- | Samuel 7:12
Chapter Twelve
Jesus Rejected as King

‘Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he
killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread)" (12:1-3) In Mark
11 and 12, we find mentioned all the pronounced representative enemies of Jesus Christ. First, the



chief priests, scribes, and elders; then the Pharisees and Herodians, and finally, the Sadducees,
or infidels. The religious world was arrayed against Him first; then the political world. These two
united to put Him to death. The same order occurs in our present lesson. First, the

Jews (the religious world), then Herod, representing the national powers, show their hatred of
Christ by seeking to kill the apostles.

During the opening years of the Kingdom Age, there will be a huge religio-national combine arrayed
against our Lord, but He will overthrow them and reign in peace. Of course, we are studying history,
and Chapter 12 records God s final dealings with national Israel in the beginning of this age.
Therefore, this chapter closes the biography of the 12 apostles. A new record of them will have to

be made when Jesus comes and they ‘shall sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Luke
22:30).

The Holy Spirit was preparing the way for a new order of things entirely, and to bring on the
scene another body of believers. However, in these narratives, there is more than history. The
Spirit can cause men to write history in such a manner as that it also becomes prophecy, more
wonderful than the history. This is just what we have before us in this chapter. The
consummation of this present age and the introduction of the next age, is clearly foreshadowed
here. Oh, how marvelous is God's precious Word!

In the Gospel records, Peter and John are always found associated; so also in the Acts. Compare
Chapters 3:1, 3; 4:13, 19; 8:14, 25. After their official trip to Samaria and after the conversion of
Saul, John was no more in evidence. Even at Joppa, where Peter ‘tarried many days, John was
absent. All this is freighted with deep meaning. Peter's ministry at the last two points mentioned, is
typical of a similar ministry of one, or more, who will bring God's Message to Israel during the seven
years of tribulation, which will be the first years of Christ's millennial reign. Doubtless they will speak
from Peters epistles. On the other hand, John was given a message (the Book of Revelation) to the
Church of this entire period and to Israel at the beginning of the next age.

Accordingly, John's absence in this chapter typifies the catching away of the Church, positively
foreshadowed by his ascension through the open door into heaven, in his vision of the coming of
Jesus (Revelation 4:1). John typifies especially the translation of the full overcomers, of whom he
wrote (Revelation 3:7-12). The killing of James, recorded here, typifies the cruel death of those who
will fall at the ruthless hands of anti-Christ, because they will refuse the ‘mark of the beast’
(Revelation 13:7, 15; 14:12-13; 15:2). Peter's miraculous deliverance from prison, is a type of those
of Israel who will refuse the mark of the beast, but will be supernaturally delivered from the power of
the anti-Christ and will "endure to the end" of those awful tribulation days (Matthew 24:13, 21-22;
Revelation 2:26). Each of these men is a type of what he teaches, as if the Lord made them to act out
in miniature the great things which they foretell shall come to pass. James, mentioned in Verse 17,
was the son of Alphaeus (Matthew 10:3) and the Lord's brother (Galatians 1:19). He wrote the epistle,
of James and was the pastor of the congregation in Jerusalem. Compare Chapter 15:13.

Herod's Part in the Drama

Herod is a striking picture of anti-Christ. His grandfather sought to slay the baby Jesus, because the
spirit of anti-Christ dominated him (Matthew 2). This world never has been friendly to God and His
people, and never will be. "The carnal mind is enmity against God" (Romans 8:7), because Satan
made it so in Adam's fall. Herod slew the Apostle James, then aimed to kill Peter also, because they
continued to proclaim the right of Jesus Christ to be the King of empires. Consider these verses: And
Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon; but they came with one accord to him,
and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their country
was nourished by the king s country. And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his
throne, and made an oration unto them. And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god,
and not of a man. And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the
glory; and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost" (12:20-23).

These verses figure the present closing days of this age and the opening days of the next. The
people of Tyre and Sidon asked for peace with Herod. Indeed, ever since the great w