


ve have crucified, both Lord and Christ ... Acts 2:34-36.
The days and months following Pentecost brought

many signs and wonders, wrought by the hands of the apostles,
including the healing of all manner of sickness and diseases
among the people. In Acts 6, the number of believers had
multiplied so much that the Kingdom Apostles sought help,
and seven honest men full of the Holy Ghost were chosen to
assist 1 this ministry. Among them were Stephen, and Philip.
Acts 7 records Stephen’s sermon to the very same Sanhedrin
council that brought Jesus before Pilate, and he too referenced
King David. Stephen made 1t known that they were the
betrayers and murderers of Jesus, their Messiah. Stephen then
confirmed that he saw Jesus 1n heaven standing on the right
hand of God... V. 55. They then stoned Stephen to death,
but his testimony pricked the heart of one Saul of Tarsus.
Acts 8 continues describing how ““....Saul was consenting

unto hisdeath .....therewas a great persecution against the church
which was at Jerusalem, and they were all scattered abroad, . ...
except the apostles. Therefore they that were scattered abroad
went every where preaching the word.” V. 1,4. The ministry of
Philip 1s then highlighted 1n Acts 8, which he learned from the
Apostles, andisfoundin'V. 12 *...preaching the things concerning
the kingdom of God, and the name ot Jesus Christ, ... . This 1s the
second mention of “the kingdom of God™ in the book of Acts.
The account concerning Saul of Tarsus begins 1n

Acts 9 with his conversion, as he saw the Light brighter than
the noonday sun, the very same Jesus of Whom Stephen had
witnessed m Ch. 7. It seems that Saul of Tarsus instantly
recognized Him as ““...the blessed and only Potentate, the King
of kings, and Lord of lords... " of which he too had been taught
from his youth. After asking Jesus, "Who art thou?" The Lord
answered and said: .../ am Jesus whom thou persecutest. But
rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee
for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of
these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the
which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 1o open
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by
faith that is in me ....Acts 26:15-18. Contained in this short
declaration was Saul of Tarsus' life sentence! Here Jesus really
immtroduced Paul's gospel unto Saul of Tarsus. Down the road
of life a short ways, he becomes the Apostle Paul, the Apostle




sent unto the Gentiles to proclaim these doctrines. Paul got a
oglimpse of "the kingdom of God" 1n this "heavenly vision" he
witnessed on the road to Damascus, and spent the rest of his life
learning, and then teaching about the high calling of God found
in Christ Jesus, with his eyes fixed upon winning the heavenly
prize. (Study Phil. 3:14.) On his race course Paul was given more
..visions and revelations of the Lord... II Cor. 12:1. Thus, both
his focus and vision were heavenly. Paul's view point of "the
kingdom of God"” was from a lofty perspective, (seated together
with Christ Jesus in the heavens ...Eph. 2.6), not the earthly
view point Paul learned as a youth studying the Old Testament.

The final five mentions of "the kingdom of God" in the
book of Acts are all in association with the Apostle Paul. Five 1s
the number pomting to GRACE, and Paul uses the word more
than any other Holy Ghost mspired writer of scripture. His gospel
unfolds the truths that are to be preached during this Church Age.
Peter, and the other Kingdom Apostles got a glimpse of the gospel
message Paul taught, but Paul's message to them included, as Peter
put 1t m II Pet 3:12, “...some things hard to be understood,.... ."

InActs13Pauland Barnabasare foundinAntioch, Syriapreaching
to believers from all over their known world. These new Apostles, then
went on a missionary journey, where literally hundreds, and thousands of
Gentiles were saved, along with those Jews who listened, and believed.
Finishing these trial filled adventures, they concluded their teaching
..Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God....Acts 14:22. This 1s the third time this phrase 1s used in
Acts, and the first time 1 connection with preaching unto the Gentiles.

Paul later expounds upon this doctrine, writing in Rom.
8:16-18 that “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer
with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Note here
also ““....that we must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God...” This 1s heavenly teaching, and even points
to the opportunity we all have to be a joint-heir with Christ in
"the kingdom of God." Rom. 8:17 also explains degrees of heir-
ship. And if children, then heirs [kleronomos]|; heirs of God, and
Joint-heirs [sugkleronomos]| with Christ; if so be that we suftfer
with him, that we may be also glorified together:” There 1s a
difference between heirs, and joint-heirs with Christ. A joint-heir
1s a fellow heir; heir together, heir with, or a joint participant
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with some other heir or heirs. Heb. 1:1- 2 declares that Jesus
Christ has been appointed heir of all things by God. A ... joint-
heir with Christ.: will be someone who shares with Christ Jesus
His heirship. and of all things appointed to Him by God, nothing
1s left out! This “someone,” who shares with Christ Jesus His
heirship, will actually be an elite group of “sugkleronomos”
(Joint-heirs) Saints collectively known as the Bride of Christ.

The Kingdom Apostles did not teach this doctrine, and
continued to see "the kingdom of God" as 1t pertains to Israel,
and Christ's reign with that nation over the Gentiles, which
will take place during the Millennium. This became evident 1n
Acts 15 when Paul, Barnabas, and Titus went to Jerusalem after
completing their missionary journey. At this time they had a
lengthy discussion concerning the salvation of souls, and whether
following the law of Moses was necessary 1n order for a Gentile
to also be saved. After hearing Paul and Barnabas tell of their
missionary experiences, James, the pastor at Jerusalem, asserted:
“Men and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name. And to this agree the words of the prophets;
as it is written, After this I will return, and will build again the
tabernacle of David, ...That the residue of men might seek after
the Lord, and aﬁ rhe Gentiles, upon whom my name is called,
saith the Lord,....” Acts 15:13-17. Here James acknowledged
that the Gentllea would be a part of "the kingdom of God. "

Paul’s second missionary journey, which also included
Silas, Timothy and Luke 1s recorded 1 Acts 16-18. During this
trip, Paul spends a year and a half in Corinth, and expounds
his gospel message unto many. He began his third missionary
journey with a three year stint in Ephesus, where he establishes
the Church at Ephesus. Acts 19 “And he wentinto the synagoguie,
and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and
persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God...” V. 8.
Who mainly goes to the synagogue? Jews. Paul reasoned, and
persuaded them concerning "the kingdom of God," explaining
the difference in what they had been taught through Jewish
tradition, and the revelation he had received from Jesus Christ
concerning the heavenly Kingdom, and the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus, trying to elevate their understanding of "the
kingdom of God" to 1t's highest levels. The apostle then moves
on, 1 Acts 20, and once again passes near Ephesus, sending for
the Ephesian elders, reatfirming and reminding them *... iow [
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed
you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,




lestifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance
toward God, and faith toward our Lovd Jesus Christ... ... And
now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, ......
And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone
preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more........
And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give yvou an inheritance
among all them which are sanctified.” Acts 20:20-32. Later,
the chief apostle for this age wrote a letter to Ephesus which
has become a high water mark of scripture. If one verse could
explain what Paul taught in expounding "the kingdom of God" 1t
would be Eph. 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the
gospel. Paul uses the very same word we found in Rom. 8:17
above: [sugkleronomos| a joint-heir (fellowheirs) with Christ.

Acts 19:8, and 20:24 above are the fourth and fifth
times wherein 1s found the phrase, "the kingdom of God,"
in Acts. Chapters 21-28 also give a beautifully detailed
account of the amazing adventures Paul had, as the Lord
took him to Rome revealing how “... we must through much
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God ...." Acts 14:22.

Paul was also afforded the opportunity to expound
his doctrine unto the chief Jews of Rome. “And when they had
appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to
whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God. persuading
them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of
the prophets, from morning till evening.” Acts 28:23 Certainly,
in this length of time, Paul could explain his heavenly view of "the
kingdom of God." The end result for them was: “And some believed
the things which were spoken, and some believed not. ... V. 24.

Finally mm Acts 28:30 and 31 we read the seventh time 1n Acts
the phrase '"the kingdom of God:" “And Paul dwelt two whole years in
his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, Preaching
the kingdom of God. and teaching those things which concern the
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.”

Is there now any doubt that Paul was teaching about the
high calling of God 1n Christ Jesus here? Is there any uncertainty
that he also was teaching about the same opportunity we all have
to be a joint-heir with Christ 1n “the kingdom of God,” to reign
with Him? Don’t you suppose the apostle was also expounding
“....God having provided some better thing for us... that
he would later write about i Heb 11:40? Such SPIRITUAL
PERFECTION awaits those sugkleronomos overcomers
following Paul as he followed Christ to the kingdom of God.
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ISATAH

Gene Hawkins

| nd in that day seven women shall take hold of one man,

saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel:

only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.”
V. 1

This chapter 1s a continuation of the previous one and
corresponds with the book of Numbers. It begins with the
words “in that day,” which 1s also the theme 1n chapters two and
three where the same phrase 1s repeated no less than five times.
Thus this prophecy of Isaiah 1s 1 reference to the end time.

Verse 5 connects this text directly with the book of
Numbers. “And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place
of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by
day, and the shiming of a flaming fire by night:...” This same
language 1s found 1n the ninth chapter of Numbers when “....the
tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle,
namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the
tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning.
So 1t was alway: the cloud covered 1t by day, and the appearance
of fire by night. And when the cloud was taken up from the
tabernacle, then after that the children of Israel journeyed: and
in the place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel
pitched their tents.” Num. 9:15-17 This cloud provided protection
for Isracl and also made known His Will and direction for their

journeys. Those same blessings are portrayed here in Isaiah.

God will surely protect His people during the very devastating
events which will come to pass “in that day,” and will also light
their path during some very dark, dreary, and uncertain days.

Numbers 12 also declares the wondrous glory of the
cloud, as Miriam and Aaron rose up, challenging the authority
of Moses. God sprang to his defense as we read that “..... the
LLORD came down 1n the pillar of the cloud, and stood i the
door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they
both came forth. And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a
prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto




him 1n a vision, and will speak unto him 1n a dream. My servant
Moses 1s not so, who 1s faithful in all mine house. With him will 1
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not 1n dark speeches;
and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold: wherefore then
were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” V.
5-8 Miritam and Aaron were both older than Moses and thus
undoubtedly felt they had the rnight to challenge as they did.
Moses, however, “...was very meek, above all the men which
were upon the face of the earth,” (Num. 12:3) and left his battle
for the Lord to fight. God let both Miriam and Aaron know, 1n no
uncertain terms, that He would choose His own leaders. After
that, ““.... the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold,
Miriam became leprous, white as snow:....” V. 10 The glory of
the Lord had departed for a season, because the leprous, (sinful)
condition of Miriam, was actually a very telling index to the entire
congregation. We know that the cloud was restored, after Miriam
was shut out of the camp for seven days, for “.....afterward the
people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness
of Paran.” Thus Isaiah also tells us that the glory of the Lord
will once again rest upon Mt. Zion after Israel 1s cleansed, as 1s
expressed 1n the remainder of our chapter.

Isaiah four 1s a continuation of chapter three, as noted
above, and begins with the women, declaring that “.....seven
women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own
bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy
name, to take away our reproach.” V. 1 This very devastating
phenomenon 1s undoubtedly a consequence of Ch. 3:25. “Thy
men shall fall by the sword, and thy mighty in the war.” These
words are addressed directly to the “daughters of Zion,” who have
been so haughty and independent walking *. . .with stretched forth
necks and wanton eyes,...” Isa. 3:16 Thus God has left them
desolate and devoid of their men, who have been destroyed by
war. These women who assumed such places of authority, with
the very haughty attitude of “making it on their own,” have now
been given the chance to do so. This same scenario prevails 1n the
“women’s liberation movement” of our day, and will produce the
same consequences. Their independence 1s actually directed

32



20

toward God and that 1s still manifest in this chapter as they
declare plainly, “We will eat our own bread, and wear our own
apparel:...” “We will make our own way, and provide for our
own needs, we just do not want to live with the reproach of being
single.”

The next verse, however, brings forth glorious hope for
Isracl. They will eventually get beyond their own independent
and rebellious attitude for “In that day shall the branch of the
LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be
excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel.” There
will be a glorious day when Jesus, “the branch of the Lord,” will
be manifest in Z1on, and the remnant of Israel will surely “escape.”
because they will have become “the fruit of the earth,” excellent
and comely. They will escape the devastation, known as the “the
time of Jacob’s trouble.” Jer. 30:7 Peter promises that “The
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:”
II Pet. 2:9 This has been manifested repeatedly throughout the
ages. When God poured out the judgments on Egypt, there came
a day when He said, “And I will sever in that day the land of
Goshen, 1n which my people dwell,...” Ex. 8:22 Psalm 91:7,8
also promises “A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand
at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine
eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.” The
woman 1n the wilderness 1s also protected from the dragon 1n
Rev. 12 It shall indeed *“.....come to pass, that he that 1s left in
Z1on, and he that remaineth 1n Jerusalem, shall be called holy,
even every one that 1s written among the living in Jerusalem:”
V. 3 Just as the glory of the cloud reappeared after Miriam was
restored, so also this small remnant will be called “holy,” and the
next two verses explain the process.

“When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the
daughters of Zion,....” V.4 There 1s but one way to wash away
the “filth” of these daughters of Zion described previously. It 1s
the same for all humanity: the blood of Jesus. Israel, as a nation,
will one day look upon Him whom they have pierced and accept
the glorious redemption which they have so long rejected. They




too will finally look “Unto him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins 1 his own blood.” Rev. 1:5

However, Isaiah continues here emphasizing the fact that
another “purging,” 1s also necessary. “....and shall have purged
the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereot by the spirit of
judgment, and by the spirit of burning.” V. 4 This people will
be cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. We also know that the
entire  world will be judged or “purged,” by fire, during the
coming seven years of tribulation, but this verse especially targets
Jerusalem. Those puritying burning fires will no doubt include
even nuclear devastation, which will sweep this earth during that
most destructive time, and such burning must occur, in order that
God’s Chosen people should be prepared for the following work.
“And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount
Z1on, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and
the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall
be a defence.” (cover, canopy, protection) V. 5  Here, once
again 1s the cloud of glory which will prevail in Jerusalem. It will
indeed be Israel’s protection as 1n days of old, and while so many
are destroyed, this nation will prevail and come forth to form the
nucleus of Christ’s coming millennial kingdom. Their glorious
protection continues: “And there shall be a tabernacle for a
shadow 1n the daytime from the heat, and for a place of refuge,
and for a covert from storm and from rain.” V. 6 Israel, as a
nation, will learn, by experience, that glorious place of protection
during a time when others are falling all around them. They will
finally realize their exalted place in Christ, for they, ... .shall be
called holy, even every one that 1s written (in the Lamb’s book of
life) among the living 1n Jerusalem:” V. 3

Pl Pl Pl Pl Pl Pl Pl Pl Pl g Py Pl Pl P Pl Pl Pl Mg Pyl Py

34



Omr Cormp ((rls

“Buy The Truth, and Sell It Not”

Tracts
A Problem,Solution& Triumph Freedom
Arrangement & End of Ages Gifts of the Spirit
Attack against the Truth Glossolalia
A Burning Truth God- A Triunity
A Growing Relationship Gospel Records
Caught up with Paul Gospels,Acts& Epistles
Cherubim & Seraphim Holy Spirit- Baptism & Annointing
Chaste Virgin How to Receive Holy Spirit
Comfort 1n Time of Sorrow It 1s Finished
Death, Hell & Lake of Fire Jesus Heals Today
Destiny of the Wicked Judgement Seat of Christ
Diamonds in the Rough Law or Grace
Dying Daily Life Everlasting
Earnest but Wrong Light on the Law
Eternal Life Living Ones
Extra! Extra! Made Sin for Us
Faith Man Child- Rev. 12
Fear of the Lord Mercy or Judgement
First Day of the Week New Birth
Five Much Mores Not Legislation, Revelation
Five Consequences Oneness of Christ
Books of the Bible
Genesis Ezra Luke
Exodus Esther John
Leviticus Job The Acts
Numbers Ecclesiastes Romans
Joshua Song of Solomon 1,2 Corinthians
Judges Isaiah Galatians
Ruth Minor Prophets Ephesians
1,2 Samuel Matthew Phillippians

Pauline Sanctification
Pauls Superlatives
Phoebe

Preaching Another Jesus
Predestination
Preparation of the Bride
Ranks 1n Resurrection
Resume of What we Teach
Salvation for the Body
Scriptural Terms Defined
Words on Etemnal Security
The Adams Case

The Two Adams

The Sin Offering

The Unforgiven Sin

This 1s That

Times of the Gentiles
Tithing

Water Baptism

Wheat and Tares

Why am I Not Healed

Colossians

1,2 Thessalonians
1,2 Timothy
Philemon
Hebrews,James, Titus
2nd John

Jude

Revelation

* All utles free of charge. Call, write, or e-mail your order.


mailto:gjhawk1@msn.com

grace & glory

P.O. Box 831
Grandview, Missouri 64030

bmlb the hﬂnﬁe, ‘ -
ﬂ\ﬂg lahﬂm’ in G
pain ihuf buildi 11’ \ fe

fw DS4L M ze?,r

@




