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mentioned with Aristarchus, who was of Thessalonica. See (Col.
4:10 and Philemon 24. In both citations, he 1s termed a
"fellowworker' with Paul. Surcly he became quite different from
what he had been over twenty years before. He was one of the
three Jewish co-workers of whom Paul wrote, "which have
been a comfort unto me.'" The Apostle does not intimate what
were the "commandments'" concerning Mark, which he gave
to the Assembly 1n Colosse; nevertheless, they were urged to
"receive Him." He had won a warm place in Paul's bosom.

Finally, read the Apostle's last words about John
Mark 1n the last letter he ever wrote-2 Tim. 4:11. "Only
Luke (light) 1s with me. Take Mark and bring him with
thee; for he is profitable to me for the ministry." Demas
forsook him and never returned. Not so with Mark. What
a beautiful picture—Paul's own son was instructed to bring
Peter's son, the two having come into full fellowship 1n the
truth. The following, words of Peter, commending Paul,
prove the fellowship between them also. "Paul, according
to the wisdom given unto him, hath written unto you (the
Hebrews), as also 1n all his epistles, speaking in them of these
things (end-time things); in which (writings) are some
things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned
and unstable, as also the other scriptures, unto their
own destruction"— II Pet. 3: 15. 16. When Paul saw
that Mark was willing to be an underling, a toilsome,
untiring sailor under his direction on life’s billowy voyage,
he took him by his side as a fellow-toiler, a fellow-sailor, a
comforting companion, and profitable. More. His place as
"huperetes," an attendant, an underling, was exchanged for a
"diakonia," a deaconship. He became profitable to Paul as
a deacon; not after the common usage of this term, as if serving
tables only and looking after the material interests of the
Church. NO. The word deacon 1s used far more often 1n spiritual
matters than 1n material, in the New Testament. Jesus was a
deacon —Matt. 20:28 and Rom. 15:8. The angels are twice
called deacons—Matt. 4:11 and Heb. 1:4. The Holy Spint
served as Deacon - II Cor. 3:8,9. The prophets were deacons - I
Pet. 1: 12. Paul and Apollos were deacons, by whom we believe
(I Cor. 3:5), competent deacons of Christ, approved deacons of



God-2 Cor. 3:6 and 6:4. In all these citations, the word minister,
or servant, should be deacon, which all have a spiritual use
and not material.

What a place then was granted to John Mark, no
longer as only an under rower of Paul, but as a minister
in spiritual things, a deacon, a fellow-deacon with deacon Paul and
Apollos; all of them co-workers with God. The young man
was amply paid at last for getting the victory over his "cold
feet" via Rom. 6 and by swinging in line with dear Paul.

And this 1s the fellow who wrote the Gospel of Mark.
Why do men imagine that he wrote 1t under Peter's
instruction? Nay, rather under Paul's. He was not qualified
to write concerning Jesus Christ as the servant of God until
he himself learned by experience how to serve his superiors,
and especially not until he had learned "the truth as it is in
Jesus'" through fellowship with the Apostle Paul. With this
knowledge of Mark, we ought to enjoy his Gospel record
more deeply than heretofore. Though 1n person he was
untrue to his name, a shining defence; yet with his facile
pen, he became an age-lasting defender of Christ and His
Gospel.

Beloved, let us profit by John Mark's career. Let us
take Christ at once, so as not to flee from the cross with Christ
upon 1t, nor as we see ourselves about to be crucified. Let
us not flee from the "daily dying," which lies unavoidably
in the way of a full surrender to the Pauline Gospel. If you
have decamped, beloved, and lost out and missed much of your
privileges, profit again by John Mark's career. Repent;
return; hunt up Paul; follow him; be willing to be his under
rower. Some day you will be a co-rower with him, deaconing
out the sweet message of grace after his fashion, with the hope
of a stmilar reward.

But what about Uncle Barnabas? Ah, thank God! He
too learned his lesson, having obtained a revelation that Paul
had the truth. We find him 1n full fellowship with Paul and
standing for the same full Gospel of grace. See I Cor. 9:6

* We don’t know the exact age of the human race, but it
Is certainly old enough to know better.
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his chapter corresponds with Ruth. Judges, as noted
previously, presents a beautiful correlation with Isaiah 7,
and 1s a book of failure. The book of Ruth, inserted between
Judges and I Samuel, gives us just a brief glimpse of light, and
hope, 1n the midst of such chaos, for it announces the birth of the
true king. I Samuel begins with Saul being anointed king over
Israel, but after forty years, he 1s replaced by David, a man after
God’s Own Heart, whose great grandparents were Boaz and Ruth.
Isaiah describes that same brietf prophecy of hope 1n the midst of
darkness, here 1n chapter 8.
“And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and
g0 over, he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of
his wings shall fill the breadth of thy hand, O Immanuel. (With

us 1s God) Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be

counsel together, and 1t shall come to nought; speak the word, and
it shall not stand: for God 1s with us.” V. 8-10 These verses are
a continuation of the history recounted in Isaiah 7 and the same
pattern, which prevails 1n Judges and Ruth, 1s likewise recorded
here, for the same players are manifest in both chapters. Chapter
seven declared that “Immanuel” should be born. His name means
“God with us,” and 1s actually a promise to this chosen nation,
which will be fulfilled 1n Christ. Our current chapter tells us
that despite the unbelief, spiritual declension, and prophesied
judgment, Israel will still enjoy “God with us.”

Ruth portrays a very difficult time 1n Israel’s history.
Many may try to portray her as the bride of Christ, but the heroine
of that story represents the faithiful remnant of Israel. She was a
Moabitess, and forbidden to even enter the congregation of Israel,
yet divine grace not only made her a part of the commonwealth
of Israel, but also gave her a very prominent place in the lincage
of Christ. According to Matthew, she 1s one of five very unlikely
women to enjoy that distinction, all of them proclaiming the
manifestation of glorious grace to poor sinful humanaty:.

The other characters found 1n Ruth are also very much
typical inregard to the events of our present chapter. Boaz meaning
“strength,” 1s symbolic of Christ, “the kinsman redeemer,” who



bought all the “rights” which the law held over Israel. Jesus
redeemed those who were under the law, and claimed them for
His own.

Obed was born unto Boaz and Ruth and the “...women
said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD,.....he shall be unto thee a
restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age:...” Ruth4:14,
15 Obed means “servant,” and the vitality of national Israel will
indeed be restored when they do become the true servants that
God had in mind from the beginning. They have never fulfilled
that role, down through the ages, even to this present hour.

Obed was the father of Jesse, which signifies to “stand
out, to be conspicuous, to exist.” It also signifies “Jehovah 1s,”
telling us that God “stands out,” extremely “conspicuous,” and
“1s” indeed everything to this nation when they finally believe.

Next follows David, whose name means “beloved.” He
was the true beloved of The Lord and 1s symbolic of Christ,
“Immanuel,” God with us.

This eighth chapter of Isaiah begins by announcing a
second son to be born unto Isaiah. “Take thee a great roll, and
write 1 1t with a man's pen concerning Mahershalalhashbaz.”
V. 1 According to verse 18, Isaiah “...and the children whom
the LORD hath given me are for signs and for wonders 1n Israel
from the LORD of hosts,...” Immanuel was a sign and likewise
Mahershalalhashbaz, meaning “quickly the spoil or hasten the
prey,” loudly testifies of God’s intention to defend His people.
The following verses of this chapter indicate that Immanuel 1s
truly with Israel, and much of that fact 1s borne out, as He claims
the role of Mahershalalhasbaz, whereby He would judge the
nations and punish them for their treatment of the Jews. The
“oreat roll” seems to indicate that God wanted very large letters

that would stand out and call attention to that message.

Our text continues as Isaiah “.....took unto me faithful
witnesses to record.” The reason for that 1s because he would go
on record showing how this prophecy was in place before 1t ever
came to pass. It must be written down so that when 1t 1s fulfilled,
he can poimt to these two witnesses, and say “they were the
ones who witnessed the fact that this prophecy was proclaimed
betore these things ever transpired.” “So I took unto me faithful

witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechanah the son of
Jeberechiah.” V. 2
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“And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived,
and bare a son. Then said the Lord to me, Call his name
Mahershalalhashbaz.” V. 3  Isaiah himself 1s used to tulfill this
prophecy, and the prophetess 1s his wife. She 1s also the local
fulfillment of Isa. 7:14 “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” There are those who
insist that Isaiah’s firstborn was the only fulfillment of this text,
but Matthew quotes this portion and declares otherwise, asserting
that the Real “Emmanuel” 1s Christ. Matt. 1:22-23

The Lord Himself also named this second child
“Mahershalalhashbaz,” and, verse 4 outlines the significance of
that name, “For before the child shall have knowledge to cry,
My father, and my mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil
of Samaria shall be taken away betore the king of Assyria.” This
1s an exact reference to same time and events of chapter 7. These
are recorded 1n detail in II Kings 17:23-24 especially concerning
Judah which was targeted by these two kings of Damascus
and Samaria. Thus Isaiah prophesies here that “...the riches of
Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away before
the king of Assyna....” II Kings 17 explains that the King of
Assyria did indeed invade Israel, taking them captive, and as
noted 1n chapter seven, he replaced the Jews in Samaria with his
own people, thus corrupting them insofar as the Jews of Jesus’
day were concerned.

Our present chapter continues declaring that ““The Lord
spake also unto me again, saying, Forasmuch as this people;....”
“This people” refers to Judah, for as we have seen repeatedly,
national Israel 1s divided, and both animosity and war prevail
between them. God’s message here 1s to Judah, as He asserts that
“this people retuseth the waters of Shiloah,” meaning “sent.” They
are 1n fact waters of refreshing which have been sent by God, but
“...this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go softly, and
rejoice 1n Rezin and Remaliah's son.” V. 6 This same thing 1s true
in the lives of people today, when God offers His blessings and
men refuse them. We would hasten to point out here that there 1s
a consequence for refusing these waters of blessing. Sometimes
people think that they just lose a blessing they could have had,
when they refuse the depths of God’s Word, but as noted here
there 1s much more of a penalty than that. Rezin and Remaliah’s
son, are the two kings of Syria and Israel, respectively, and there




were apparently some 1in Judah who were actually sympathetic
to those who were trying to invade their own land. They were
not, as we would say today, true patriots at all, ready instead, to
try and defend these enemies, perhaps because of fear. V. 11,12
Thus they would “rejoice 1n Rezin and Remaliah’s son,” but there
1s a dire consequence for such thinking, and God declares “....
therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of
the river, strong and many, even the king of Assyna, and all his
glory: and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over
all his banks:” V.7 The waters of blessing that they could have
had from Shiloah, waters of spiritual blessings “that go softly,”
which God intended for them to have, will now be replaced by
waters of judgment from the King of Assyria when “.... he shall
pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach
even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the
breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.” V.8 This 1s a reference to the
time when King Nebuchadnezzar would become king of the first
world empire and dominate all these kingdoms, including Assyria
and Judah. Isaiah describes him as *...the waters of the river,
strong and many, even the king of Assyna, and all his glory: and
he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks:..”
V.7 These words must of necessity refer to Nebuchadnezzar for
he 1s the one who finally took Judah captive as stipulated in V. 8.
“And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over,
he shall reach even to the neck; and the stretching out of his wings
shall fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel.” Isaiah’s poetic
style again comes to the fore as he speaks of the all encompassing
waters of judgment reaching “even to the neck,” leaving complete
devastation 1n his wake “stretching out of his wings.” thus filling
the entire “breadth of thy land.” Nebuchadnezzar 1s also likened
unto the wings of an eagle in Dan. 7:4 where he 1s seen as the
central, and powerful figure of that first world empire.

This verse closes with the fact that the land 1s directly
associated with “O Immanuel.” It means that despite the
tremendous devastation which 1s coming, this land 1s still that of
“Immanuel.” God 1s still with us; even as Ruth discovered when
God did indeed fight her battle. Likewise, Judah experienced
“God with us,” both during and after, the seventy year captivity,
and she will yet again witness His Presence as He preserves this
select people through the tribulation period and restores them
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completely during the millennium. This promise of “God with
us,” also itroduces the next segment of this chapter which
announces the great judgment coming upon the nations who have
so abused this chosen people.

“Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken
1in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves,
and ye shall be broken 1n pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall
be broken 1n pieces.” V. 9 God will protect the Jews, but at the
same tume He must pour out judgment on the nations. Thus He
tells them, 1n essence, to gather together for destruction. They
are to “gird,” themselves for a battle wherein they will be broken
in pieces. The translation of this verse 1n the Septuagint 1s even
more emphatic, as 1t specifically designates the Gentiles. “Know,
ye Gentiles, and be conquered: hearken ye, even to the extremity
of the earth: be conquered, after ye have strengthened yourselves;:
for even i1f ye should again strengthen yourselves, ye shall again be
conquered.” (The Sept. Isa. 8:9) God had most assuredly told Ahaz
and Jerusalem that the contederacy which had gathered against
them would not prosper, but this prophecy 1s especially for a time
yet future when the nations of the world will gather themselves
together against this chosen city, hoping to conquer and imhabat 1t.
Jerusalem, however, belongs to God and He has sworn to detend
it. Psalm 2 declares “The kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD), and against
his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder,.... He that
sitteth 1n the heavens shall laugh:. .. Then shall he speak unto them
in his wrath, and vex them 1n his sore displeasure.” Psa. 2:2-5
Isaiah likewise declares the same message here. “Take counsel
together, and 1t shall come to nought; speak the word, and 1t shall
not stand: for God 1s with us.” V. 10 God proved Himself to
Judah, 1n that day, despite the gross unbelief of Ahaz, and He will
just as surely defend His Own during the tribulation when all the
nations are allied against Jerusalem. Though the nations purpose
in their hearts to completely annihilate this little nation God waill
still be with them. Israel, even at this present time, has much to
learn. This 1s the reason they must go through that horrific time
known as “‘the time of Jacob’s trouble, during the last 1260 days
of the tribulation period. God will purify and refine them, through
this very devastating time, as He brings them to repentance, but
those days will also bring untold judgment and punishment upon




their enemues.

Our text continues with God’s personal instruction to His
prophet. “For the LORD spake thus to me with a strong hand,
and mstructed me that I should not walk 1n the way of this people,
saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this
people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be
atraid.” V. 11,12 It has already been declared that some of the
people of Judah were sympathetic to their invaders, and Isaiah 1s
warned not to be swayed by the conventional wisdom whereby
they should be fearful of the confederacy against them. The
first and last rule of warfare was: “When thou goest out to battle
against thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a people
more than thou, be not afraid of them: for the LORD thy God 1s
with thee, ...... ” Deut. 20:1 He gives the same counsel here, for
fear and faith will not dwell 1n the same house. Their eyes are not
to be on the confederacy. Their fears must be displaced by the
fear of the Lord whereby they would “Sanctify the Lord of hosts
himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.” V.
13 Rather than fearing the enemy, 1t 1s high time to stand 1n awe
of the Lord, realizing Who He 1s and what tremendous ability and
power He has at His disposal.

Such “fear of the Lord,” brings great advantage as men
learn by experience that ““.....he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a
stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”
V. 14 There are two paths presented in this verse. Israel can
experience Christ as either thewr “sanctuary,” or a “stone of
stumbling,” and a “rock of offense.” This passage 1s addressed
to “both houses of Israel,” for though they were divided at the
time then present, God still views them as one nation. Jesus was
a stone of stumbling to them, at His first advent, but when the last
chapter for this beloved and chosen people 1s written, 1t will reflect
that this stone of stumbling has indeed become their salvation and
sanctuary.

The remainder of this portion mforms us however that
much suffering 1s still ahead for this nation, because Christ will
be “for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”

(1o be continued from this point in the June issue)
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