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never made 1t past the palace door. The next day David wants to
know why.

Unah had no way of knowing Bathsheba was pregnant
with David’s child but the air around the palace would have been
tense. As he tried to sleep that night outside the door of the king’s
house he had this word of knowledge ready for David’s question:
“...shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie
with my wife? ... as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.’

David tries again that night as ‘he made him drunk’ (11:13)
at dinner but Unah’s steps will not move towards home. After
two attempts David 1s forced to give up. He knows how long a
siege can last and Bathsheba 1s going to have a baby. He sends
Unah off holding the letter that will end his life (11:15) but Unah
had managed to avoid the sharpest arrow of all: looking into the
eyes of his wifte.

Adultery, lies, and soon to be murder. It all sprang from
the same heart we’ve been lauding, but here 1s how 1t started:
And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when
kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with
him, and all Israel, and they destroyed the children of Ammon,
and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried at Jerusalem. - 11:1

Going to sit this one out. Relax. Take a walk on the
terrace of the palace roof.

Thing was, God had orchestrated a good reason not to
take that spring off. Have you heard the story of the men with
half their beards shaved and garments altered to expose their
buttocks? It was done by an Ammonite king to a few of David’s
men --- and 1t’s why Joab and Uriah and the rest of the army were
laying siege at Rabbah. Peter once wrote, ‘ The Lord knoweth how
fo deliver the godly out of temptation...” and 1t applies here. There
was a time David would have been with them.

The tent life 1s a common theme 1n the Bible. It can be
uncomfortable, long and appear boring, but 1t’s how God talks
to his saints. It’s easy to get comfortable these days and the first
thing to go 1s time to study God’s Word. God knew Satan had his
sights set on David and used an 1nsult from an Ammonite king to
try and put His servant in a tent. Of course 1t didn’t work and the

stage was set; not just to expose David’s sin with Bathsheba but
thankfully to showcase the wonderful Grace of God.



‘AND THERE CAME A TRAVELER’

You would think as close as God and David were, that
God wouldn’t need a prophet to deliver a parable, but the situation
was critical. Here 1s what Nathan the prophet came to tell David:

‘There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the
other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks
and herds; But the poor man had nothing, save one little
ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and
it grew up together with him, and with his children; it
did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and
lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And
there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared
to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for
the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the
poor man s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was

come to him. Il Sam. 12: 1-4.

Of course David 1s hot. He would never consider doing
such a thing --- nor could he tolerate anyone for stooping so low.
Thus David pronounces death and retribution on the rich man.
He was now closing 1n on a year of living with his sin and as
we saw previously, God has been known to be blunt. This time
the prophet 1s Nathan and he informs David, ‘Thou art the man -
1.2:7.

The parable now made sense. David had exceeding many
flocks and herds; by my count six wives before mheriting Saul’s
collection of wives and concubines when he came to Jerusalem
(12:8). Uriah 1s the poor man. Jewish tradition holds Uriah to be
a widower re-married to a young Bathsheba who 1s helping him
raise his children after Uniah adds her to his family with a dowry.

All 1s well ---- before the traveler arrives.

God had once asked Satan what he’d been up to 1n Job 1:7
and Satan replied: ‘From going to and fro in the earth, and from
walking up and down in it.” Satan will always be aware of God’s
clect and he had his sights on David. In this parable, he first
approaches David as a ‘fraveler’ trying to catch his eye. When
that happens, you can bet Satan the traveler becomes a ‘wayfaring
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man’ who got an mvite mnto the house. What a house guest
this traveler makes because he ‘that was come to him’ always
decides to stay awhile. How long did David entertain thoughts
for Bathsheba? I guess long enough.

It never changes that when God’s truth and character get
compromised, 1t starts when ‘the traveler’ catches our eye. That
period of time starting with the letter that put murder on David’s
resume had to have made 1t hard for the psalmist to pick up a
pen again. But maybe he did. David could have had the whole
thing buried — but God couldn’t let it go because like we said,
God knew his man. God knew the words for the 51 Psalm were
waiting to get out, and when David was conifronted with his sin,
that’s what happened.

A Clean Heart

Not every Psalm of David gives its genesis but the 51
does: To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the
Prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

God said he was going to drag the affair in front of all
Israel (I Sam. 12:12) and David helped Him do 1t. This introduces
our last and 7™ heart and it put the experience to song; but more
importantly our hero forgave himself and moved on (II Sam.
12:20). David’s sin did not defeat him or even come to define
him as we know from this beautiful and touching 51 Psalm. The
steps that brought him back into communion with God, I believe,
hinge on verse 13: “Then will I teach transgressors thy ways,; and
sinners shall be converted unto thee.’

There are many reasons a man can make a statement like
that, but the major one David had 1s because he loved the LORD.
God honored his plea for a clean heart because David was still
teachable, and from the beginning all David really wanted was for
Israel to know God like he knew him. That 1s a ‘man after God's
own heart’ and that kind of heart 1s motivated by Divine Love. A
very dear saint asked me at my recent graduation from Grace &
Glory Bible School 1t 1 had memorized I Cor. 13 yet, and as this
dear brother’s manner 1s, he started it for me. ‘Though I speak

with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity...."
V. 1.

I finished the verse with him because 1t’s not the first time



I’ve pondered Paul’s words on gifts. What 1s most amazing 1s
that Christians can do a lot of good but with an ulterior motive.
Not just the tongues of men and of angels, but knowledge of
prophecy and all mysteries. Have faith to remove a mountain.
Give everything to the poor. Become a martyr. The apostle Paul
said, without love — ‘it profiteth me nothing. ’- (13:3).

Paul could say that because Jesus gave him a revelation
of Himself first (Phil. 3:8) and then one for the Church (Eph. 5:32).
David’s life and writings prove he got the same revelation, and
Jesus tells us about 1t 1n Revelation 3:7: ‘And to the angel of the
church in Philadelphia write; these things saith He that is Holy,

He that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth, and shutteth, and no man openeth.’

[ know that explaining what that door opens and explaining
it from a heart like David’s 7%, are two different keys.

As so many dear departed saints discovered over the
years, and I am sure many of you who are vested in the depths
of Paul’s Gospel know too, we cannot conjure up Divine Love
for the saints or anything else. God has to put it there, which he
does by the new birth, and like any ‘man after God s own heart’,
overcoming brings it out.

[ am pleased to say I am having my own set of unique
experiences as I pray many of you are too, and I know the next
time I see that dear brother I’'m made ‘sit together in heavenly
places > with, I will try to quote all of I Corinthians 13.
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It 1s a misfortune that many people think it is a mark of
saintliness to be easily shocked; whereas the greatest saints
are the people who are never shocked. They may be distressed;
they may wish things different; but to be shocked is often nothing
but a mark of vanity, a desire that others should know how high
one’s standard, how sensifive one’s conscience may be.

A. C. Benson
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Investment

The giit of one man shines out 1n these latter days like a star.
Robert Arthington, of Leeds, a Cambridge graduate, lived 1n a
single room, cooking his own meals; and he gave to foreign missions,
£5,000,000, on the condition that 1t was all spent on pioneer work
within 25 years. A slip of paper was found after his death on which he
had written these words:—"Gladly would I make the floor my
bed, a box my chair, and another box my table, rather than that men
should perish for want of the knowledge of Christ." Remembering
the Lord's defimte statement (Mark 10: 30) that the recompense
for every such mvestment 1s a hundred times the capital, or 10,000
per cent, his requital will be one of the wonders of the coming Age;
and 1t 1s extraordinary how wealthy Christians can overlook such an
investment. A little more faith 1n the literal truth of our Lord's
words would work a revolution. "When the Puntans made their
fortunes," Lowell remarks, "they lost their religion."

GOD CANNOT FAIL

“Tis not to fail, though 1t appear
That life has lost 1ts zest and cheer,
And all the days you prayed with tears
Are counted now as wasted years.
Though men deride, and at you rail;
Keep trusting on; God cannot fail.

“T1s not to fail, though men may say
That you are down and out today,
And all your work has been 1n vain.
Do not despair; there’s golden grain,
Which you have sown on hill and dale.
Keep trusting on; God cannot fail.

“T1s not to fail, to do your best,
And give your all at Christ’s behest:
His recompense 1s greatest gain.
The bow of promise follows rain’
And srping’s soft winds the winter’s gale
Keep trusting on; God cannot fail.

Mary M. Bodie



OPENING ROSES

With these words, a young mother began a
search for her little five-year-old. He wasn't in the
bedroom, the bathroom, nor even 1n the kitchen snooping
around for what's new 1n breakfast cereal.

She looked out the window and there she saw him,
walking from the garden toward the house, his colortful
pajamas wet with the morning dew.

"What were you doing?" she asked him.

"Helping God," he replied.

"Helping God?" queried his mother.

"Yep. I was opening up the roses for Him."

Well, you and I smile at his morning chores,
because we know that there 1s one thing you just don't
do - go around opening roses! We have learned that
roses open on their own, when the time 1s right.
You just can't rush them.

But, unfortunately, we forget this truth in regard to
other problems. We often feel, like little Johnny, that
we can help God by doing things that the Lord has never
told us to do.

Most of our headaches and heartaches 1n life are
caused by impatience - trying to solve matters our
own way, 1n our own time. We go around opening roses
- thinking we're helping God thereby.

A sign of spiritual maturity 1s the ability to wait
patiently upon the Lord.

Let's stop going around opening roses.

-Log of the Good Ship Grace
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ISATAH

Chap. 11 Concl. - Chap.12
Gene Hawkins

“And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall
stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his
rest shall be glorious.” V. 10

Millennial blessings continue as the “root of Jesse,” prevails
proclaiming the fact that Jesus will reign as God for that
thousand year era. The Gentiles will seek Him, and the promised
rest for the earth will finally be realized. This 1s beautifully typified
by the Queen of Sheba’s account of Solomon’s kingdom. “And
she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard 1n mine own
land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. . ...and, behold, the half was not
told me:....Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which
stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed
be the LORD thy God, which delighted 1n thee, to set thee on the
throne of Israel: because the LORD loved Israel for ever, therefore
made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.” I Kings 10:6-9

The prophecy of Israel’s restoration “in that day,” continues
as we read that “...the Lord shall set his hand again the second
time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from
Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and
from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the 1slands
of the sea.” V. 11 These represent all the nations wherein Israel
has been scattered, even as God decreed, but that time 1s over. God
never did say that He would forsake this people forever, and Isaiah
clearly proclaims that .. .he shall set up an ensign for the nations,
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.” V. 12
The ensign 1s a flag of ownership, and Israel’s Messiah, Jesus,
will put all nations on notice that He 1s now the owner of the
entire world. This 1s now His Kingdom and He can do exactly as
He pleases. Thus, He will assemble this nation, which has been
an outcast for millenma, and put them 1n their rightful domain.

This chosen nation surely deserved the God’s decree
against them, but setting them aside has worked 1n the depths of
their own hearts, for ““T'he envy also of Ephraim shall depart, and
the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not envy
Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.” V. 13 These chapters in

Isaiah clearly display the fact that Israecl had much trouble within




their own ranks. Not only were the nations against them, but they
were guilty of turning on one another. That has now changed.
No longer will they be a divided nation of “Judah and Ephraim,”
filled with vexation and envy. They will rather be a nation united
and ready to mete out judgment against their enemies. “But they
shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west;
they shall spoil them of the east together: they shall lay their hand
upon Edom and Moab; and the children of Ammon shall obey
them.” V. 14 All these were literal nations and oppressors of
Israel but there 1s also a spiritual application, for Edom and Moab
represent that which 1s of the flesh, while The Philistines speak
loudly of religiousness. Once Israel has accepted their Messiah,
such enemies will be destroyed within their own hearts, even as
we discover i our own lives during this present Church Age.

“And the LORD shall utterly destroy the tongue of the
Egyptian sea; and with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand
over the river, and shall smite 1t in the seven streams, and make
men go over dryshod. And there shall be an highway for the
remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyna; like as 1t
was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land of Egypt.”
V. 15-16 The Lord Himself now takes up their cause and we can
only imagine the supernatural power He will display in fighting for
His Own Chosen People. The record here 1s reminiscent of their
exodus from Egypt as the crossed the Red Sea on dry land, but this
time the “highway” will lead back to the land of Israel, where Jesus
will establish His Kingdom, beginning with His Faithiul remnant,
which has been gathered tfrom the “four corners of the earth.”

Isaiah 12

‘ And in that day thou shalt say, O LORD, 1 will praise thee:...”
V.1
This chapter 1s imn direct contrast with II Kings, which
details the captivity of both Israel and Judah. Israel was
taken captive i II Kings 17 when Assyna conquered
Samaria. Nebuchadnezzar carried the i1nhabitants of
Jerusalem back to Babylon in chapter 24 during the reign of
Jehoiachin. Thus began the times of the Gentiles 1n 606 B.C.
II Kings closes with great sorrow as both Israel and Judah
were evicted from their land and were 1n bondage to the Gentiles
even down to this present day. The last verse of II Kings declares
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that Jehoiachin was brought out of his prison but his experience
seems to establish the precedent for the entire nation ot Israel during
Gentile Times. “And his allowance was a continual allowance
given him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the days of his
life.” IIKings 25:30 Gentilepowershave also “dictated” the atfairs
of this little nation throughout all four Gentile World Empires.
Though She was again recognized as a nation 1 1948, and has
been a thorn 1n the sides of the nations since her captivity, Israel
has never had a major sway and voice 1n the politics of this world.

This current chapter 1n Isaiah proclaims a decided change
in that status as the prophet proclaims what will transpire “in that
day.” It means the Day of The Lord as being opposed to the Day
of Man. The words 1n this first verse indicate that a great change
has taken place. Both Israel and Judah were convicted by God
of severe 1dolatry, but theirr words here proclaim unadulterated
praise for “the LORD.” “LORD” means Jehovah, and 1s, 1n this
instance, a direct reference to Jesus, Who will be reigning as
God “in that day.” The little word “I” 1n the above text, signifies
the entire nation of Israel. No longer 1s 1t, Israel and Judah,
but as noted 1n our last chapter, they are once again one nation
united 1n thewr allegiance unto Christ, their newfound Messiah.

Theyhavefinallyacknowledged God’s severe, but justified,
dealings with them and declare that *...though thou wast angry
with me, thine anger 1s turned away, and thou comfortedst me.” V.
1 The anger of the tribulation 1s past, and the awtul sorrow which
engulfed them n II Kings, has given way to this great comfort and
shoutofvictory found inverse 6. “Cryoutandshout, thouinhabitant
of Zion: for great 1s the Holy One of Israel in the madst of thee.”

“Behold, God 1s my salvation; I will trust, and not be
atraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH 1s my strength and my song;
he also 1s become my salvation.” V. 2 These are the lessons
this people will have learned so well, through the horrendous
hardships of the tribulation wheremn the anger of The Lord was
leveled against them. They were a people who trusted their
own strength along with the arms and favor of the nations, but
that strategy failed them miserably. They had to be reduced to
absolute nothingness 1n order to learn that only God was their
true salvation. This God was, 1n fact, Jesus, Whom they had
rejected those many years ago, but in the midst of tremendous
darkness and fear, they have learned that only He 1s their refuge.



He 1s the strength and song of victory for which they had been
searching, and only the “time of Jacob’s trouble,” has taught them
this invaluable lesson that salvation 1s indeed, only of The LORD.
Such a lesson gives way to the next avenue of thewr spiritual
growth and ““Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the
wells of salvation.” V. 3 This1s1in stark contrast to the atmosphere
which has prevailed throughout this entire period of Gentile
Times, and 1s still very much a part of Israel’s existence today.
However, their cup will, “in that day,” be filled to overtlowing.

“And 1n that day shall ye say, Praise the LORD, call upon
his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention
that his name 1s exalted.” V. 4 The key 1s once again, “in that
day,” and 1t signifies a great change 1n the relationship between
Israel and her former oppressors. This nation will become God’s
ambassadors and literally teach all the nations, by example, to
“Praise The Lord,” and “call upon his name.” It 1s a lesson which
they will have learned by experience and thus are qualified to
show their “new students,” how to call upon Him. They have had
sufficient experience to “declare his domngs among the people,”
for they know firsthand the glorious things He has done 1n their
own behalf. Their entire mission will be to see to 1it, that “his
name 1s exalted.”

He will be the Supreme Object as they “Sing unto the
LORD: for he hath done excellent things: this 1s known 1n all the
carth.” V.5 He becomes the very Subject of their entire lives and
all the earth knows “he hath done excellent things,” because this
new nation has proclaimed that message.

“Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great
1s the Holy One of Israel in the mudst of thee.” Once again we
see the great contrast with II Kings. There were multiple cries
of sorrow and anguish in that long ago day, but this 1s a cry of
victory, and triumph, which cannot be uttered even unto this
present day. Jerusalem, or Zion, 1s under tremendous pressure, at
this current hour, as multiple forces clamor for a piece of that city.
That will all change, for there will come a day when Israel alone
1s recognized as “the inhabitant of Zion.” There 1s no wonder that
such a shout will go up, for Israel, as well as all the world, will
know without doubt that this change has come because “great 1s
the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.” God has chosen to
dwell here and none will dare dispute 1it.
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