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Let us have more confidence 1n the business of the Living God and
enlarge our line of service. We are stewards for God. He wants
us to take more of His grace that we may be the distributors of
these heavenly riches. There 1s a sufficiency for all good works.
There 1s no lack 1n the supply house. God has a sufliciency and
He desires that we have all we need, not only for one little work,
but for every good work all around the world. In the imper-
1shable words of Augustine, we can each say, "I take a whole
Christ for my Savior; I take a whole Bible for my staff; I take
a whole Church for my fellowship; I take a whole world for my
parish:" He was not straightened in himself. His little two-by-
four environment was not the entire world to him. Some of
the Lord's people are so narrowed m their conception of the Truth
and all spiritual matters that they cannot take 1n much of
anything spiritual. The sect with which they are associated
1s their God and so that 1s as far as their interest reaches; but
that 1s not God's plan. He desires that we abound unto every good
work. Our prayers can reach God for His work around the world,
and also our money can reach the need; tor 1if we pray we will
pay. We may appropriate the abounding riches of God's grace
until our sympathy will abound to all of the people of the
world around. We will have fellowship with every one that 1s
walking 1n the light, having fellowship with God. We may draw
on God for this bountiful giving of ourselves and thereby get the
enlargement of the heart. Then we will get the enlargement
of the pocketbook, or at least we will act like 1t. We will give
beyond our ability to give.

This 1s "the life," a broadened, enlarged view of all the
work of the Lord in the whole world. Not a little effervescent
interest to do a little good that soon runs out; but a new divine
life reaching out, pushing out and pouring out. The same life
that manifested itself in Christ "who though He was rich; yet for
our sakes became poor, that we thru His poverty might become
rich.” None of us can ever pour out as much as Christ, because
we have not and cannot ever have as much to give, nor can any of
us be as absolutely poured out as He was. He gave Himself. He
poured out His life to the uttermost for our sakes that we might be




in fellowship with Him 1n this wholesale giving. Paul followed
in His footsteps. He wrote Tumothy, saying, "I am already being
poured out." What a life of victory we may live! What a triumph
of the grace of God we may become by appropriating His supply for
our need.

Paul was poured out. He did not rust out, neither wear
out. He availed himself of the fountain which the grace of
God provided. What a contrast to the indifferent, careless, lazy
Christians of this generation. They simply rust out and die without
ever having done anything worthwhile for the glory of God,
or the good of others. Therr testimony 1s so flabby, so listless, that 1t
rings lifeless. They neglect to lay hold of the boundless supply that
would move them to abound to every good work:; hence, they are
useless members of the household of God.

Oh, let 1t not be so with us. Let us take, and take and pour
out, and pour out. Let us not be afraid to give for in this matter of
mutual giving, the more we give the more we get. When our little
reservolr 1S drained, there 1s the mmexhaustible supply of grace
to draw upon. It 1s immense! We do not half appreciate the
boundless ocean of God's grace that 1s made over to us. We
do not launch out on the promise and prove God as we should.
Some do take more than others; but none venture to the extent
that 1s our privilege. Let us not measure ourselves by others, but
by the Word of God. Let us give all to get all. When we have
exhausted our resources, there will be the all of the grace of God
to appropriate for all our need. As we sow, we shall reap. If
we are stingy, we will reap scantily. Jesus said, Count the cost,
and some folks do count and then say, I cannot pay the price. But
we say, Count agamn; count the loss of neglecting the privilege of
following Jesus all the way. His grace is sufficient.

(Reprint 1929)

* The salvation given to us 1n Christ begins 1n security,
progresses unto purity and culminates 1 maturity.

* When science and knowledge fall exhausted, THE
FAITH spreads 1ts wings and enjoys the mysteries of God.
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The Israel of God

The Jews are the only Israel known in the Bible, and as the
Bible knows of no tribes of Israel having been "lost," 1t 1s vain to
look for them 1n any present-day nation other than the Jews.

Paul, in Acts 26:6, 7, and also James, (Ch. 1:1) recogmzed
the Jews as representing the twelve-tribed Israel. Israel's spiritual
blessings cannot be known outside the Covenant of Grace m Chnst, and
her National blessings cannot be enjoyed outside the Land of Promise;
Palestmne.

Deut. 4:24-31 clearly teaches that the nation was exiled for
disobedience and 1idolatry, and reduced to "few m number." Their
restoration awaits their conversion.

The great Hebrew Christian missionary, Mr. David Baron, used
to say, "When God has the whole heart of the whole nation, THEN
the whole nation shall have the whole land."

To confuse Israel with any other nation, 1s to confuse the
three branches of the human race—Shem, Ham, and Japheth; to confuse
the New Testament classification — the Jews, the Gentiles, and the
Church of God ; and to confuse Bible histories and prophecies.

It 1s important to remember that the British-Israel theory 1s,
rejected by MOST leading Evangelical teachers. All the Missions
to the Jews reject 1t. All Hebrew Christians of repute reject 1t. Jews
themselves reject 1t. The names "Hebrews," "Jews," "Israel," are
interchangeable 1n the New Testament, and their use always assumes
that they are the successors of Old Testament history and mnherit
the promises made unto the Fathers. The New Testament represents the
Jews as bemg Israel, without hesitation or question. Paul used all three
terms of himself, — a Benjamite!

Jeremiah 30 and 31 are an mspired tractate, giving God's
message, concerning all Israel, to the Gentile nations. It records (1)
their present dispersion (2) their coming unparalleled tribulation,
(3) their restoration 1 unbeliet, in preparation for (4) their conversion
at the Second Coming of Christ and their subsequent full possession of
the Land.

Paul, 1n three chapters of Romans (9, 10, & 11), mstructs
Christendom concerning Israel's past, present, and future. The complete



fulfillment of Old Testament promuses to Abraham, David, and the
now scattered nation, awaits Christ's Appearing m Glory. Meanwhile,
as He said, ""Your house 1s left unto you desolate UNTIL ye shall say;,
'Blessed 1s He that cometh 1n the Name of the Lord'"; and "Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles UNTIL the Time of the Gentiles
be fulfilled." —Selected.

The Other Comforter

The other Comforter ascended to abide.

To send Him, once the Savior died.

The other Comforter now teaches me to pray
And gam the vic’ try every day.

My Jesus knew the other Comforter Divine,
And gave Him that, He might be mine.

He came from heaven to guide us into all the Truth,
To f1ll the elders and the youth.

Not only does the Spirit comfort and caress;

With power He doth also bless,

For wonders, signs and miracles He doth command,
That Christ be praised thru-out the land.

The other Comforter a Tramning School 1s too,

That we may run the race straight thru.

Without Him, who can hope the Bridegroom to win?
Without Him, none would e’en begin.

Be not deceived. He did not come, to earth 1n vain.
He’s here, that we, the best may gain.

Should we not emphasize this truth today,

Lest compromise, impose delay?

The bridal crew, must like the Bridegroom surely be-
Immersed 1n love, and hope, yea free.

The other Comforter alone, can make them so,
Prepared 1n the first, rank to go.

Anon
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“Ask, and it shall be given you;....” Luke 11:9.

The Bible, to the spiritual man, 1s somewhat like
a certified check 1s to the business man. A certified check
means that the check has been stamped good by the bank upon
which it was drawn, and that the amount called for can be
paid to no one else except the payee, on his endorsement.

But even at that, the bank may fail, or some official
walk off with the funds, and then even the certified check 1s
valueless. What a comifort it 1s to know that we always, not
only have a certified check in God’s Word, but that this Bank, or
Word can never fail, and that no one will run oif with the goods.

There are some expressive phrases i the business
world, one of which 1s "rubber checks." If a check 1s no
ogood, 1t 1s returned to the depositor with a notation as to why;
such as "Insufficient funds,” "No funds," "Wrong signature,"
etc. They call this a "rubber check," because 1t bounces back.

A Christian generally has very little money 1n a bank,
and he would not 1ssue a "rubber check" anyhow; but 1t 1s a
satistaction to know that we have a heavenly bank with unlim-
ited resources that are ours for the asking if we draw the right
kind of a check—that 1s, immplicit faith m God's word and faith n
Christ. A real Chnistian's checks are always honored by God without
question, and he does not have to keep track whether he has
overdrawn his account or not. In fact, he cannot overdraw, for
God wants us to depend upon Him absolutely for everything.

Praise the Lord! No wonder we are, to use another
expression of the cynical business world: "incurable optimuists."
R.H. Bathe

REWARD OF RICHES

Rev. H. H. Rottmann tells this™ story: A young man came to him
asking him to officiate at his brother’s funeral. “Let me see,” said
Mr. Rottmann. “Your brother was fifty-two years old?” “Yes.”
“He worked hard for twenty years, didn’t he? “Yes.” “Well, what
did he get out of 1t?” “He left e1ghty acres of fine land, money m
the bank, and three thousand dollars m msurance.” “Yes, that’s what

you get out of 1t; but what did he get out of 1t?”” “We are goimng to get
him a $115 oak casket.”
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Chapter 17

Esther 1s the seventeenth book of the Bible. It relates
one of the darkest times 1n Israel’s history wherein an extremely
wicked man by the name of Haman persuaded the king to make a
decree whereby an entire people, the Jews, would be exterminated
in one day. However, that day, through the intervention of Esther,
was turned to a great day of gladness, for God was entreated to
defend His Chosen People “And 1n every province, and 1n every
city, whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree
came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day.
And many of the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of
the Jews fell upon them.” Esther. 8:17 God’s blessing and great
deliverance 1s further expressed “As the days wherein the Jews
rested from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto
them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending
portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.” Esther 9:22
This seventeenth chapter of Isaiah likewise describes the same
scenario as Esther, as 1s summed up 1 verse 13. “The nations
shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke
them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaif
of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before
the whirlwind.” God declares that even though the nations will
rush to destroy them 1n the end time, The Lord will bring such an
etfort to complete futility. Israel will never be destroyed because
of His promises to Abraham. Not only so, but just as there was
great gladness and joy during the days of Purim, Isaiah likewise
prophesies the victorious shout of Israel in the end time that
“....This 1s the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them
that robus.” V. 14

The nations of the end are represented 1n our current text
by Syna and, like Moab of the previous chapters, “The burden”
(doom) 1s also pronounced, beginning at Damascus. “The
burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus 1s taken away from
being a city, and 1t shall be a ruinous heap.” V. 1 This
announcement hearkens back to chapter 8 where Damascus of
Syria 1s the subject. That chapter includes a coalition imncluding
Syria and Ephraim, that 1s, the ten tribes of Israel, all of whom
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were gathered against Judah, during the reign of Ahaz. Even
though he was one of Judah’s most wicked kings, God did deliver
Jerusalem, as promised. Now, however, that which was against
God’s People, the Jews, 1s under the sentence of doom, directly
because of theirr maltreatment of The Jews. This judgment,
beginning at Damascus, spreads through Syria like wildfire as,
“The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall be for tlocks, which
shall lie down, and none shall make them afraid.” V. 2 Aroer
certainly lives up to the meaning of its name “destitute” here, for
its cities are reduced to being only a resting place for flocks, and
the city 1s so forsaken that none should disturb them and ““...make
them afraid.” Verse three describes Syria as “a fortress,” which
“shall cease from Ephraim and the kingdom from Damascus, and
the remnant of Synia:...” That 1s, Syria no longer has the ability
to provide safety for her cities, nor for Ephraim. Syria will
likewise suffer the same fate as the ten tribes of Ephraim for . ...
they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith the LORD
of hosts.” Isaiah enlarges on that statement with these words:
“And 1n that day 1t shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob shall
be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean.” This
1s a reference to the captivity of the ten tribes by Assyria, wherein
“the glory of Jacob,” the glory Israel enjoyed as a people who
belonged to God, 1s indeed gone or “made thin.” The “fatness
of his flesh,” or the prosperity this chosen people once enjoyed
has now ended, and Isaiah declares that the same fate lies ahead
for Syria. He very poetically states that this Syrian destruction
“....shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, and
reapeth the ears with his arm; and 1t shall be as he that gathereth
ears 1n the valley of Rephaim.” V. 5 Rephaim also fulfills 1ts own
name for 1t does become “dead giants.” The harvest described
in this verse 1s pitifully small for the harvestman needs only his
arm to reap the ears, rather than using a sickle. It truly 1s a valley
of death. The display of sparse fruit 1s further indicated as *

gleaning grapes shall be left 1n 1t, as the shaking of an olive tree,
two or three berries 1n the top of the uppermost bough, four or
five 1n the outmost fruitful branches thereof, saith the LORD
God of Israel.” V. 6 What a contrast this 1s to the bountiful fruit
encountered by Israel when they first went into the land of Canaan
and we would note that God specifically identifies Himself as “the
LORD God of Israel,” once again indicating that all this calamity
leveled against Syria, 1s because God will most assuredly fight for



His Own.

“At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes
shall have respect to the Holy One of Isracl.” V. 7 We see 1t
over and over again 1n scripture as God always manifests mercy
in the midst of Judgment. Revelation 4 beautifully describes that
scene 1 glory when Jesus 1s crowned King of kings, “....and
there was a ramnbow round about the throne, in sight like unto
an emerald.” Rev. 4:3 That rainbow likewise speaks of the fact
that mercy will be displayed even in the tribulation where the
judgment of Christ will be predominant. “At that day...” refers
to that very time when man will still be given the opportunity to
“look to his Maker.” He can, even at that late date, “have respect
to the Holy One of Israel,” meaning that he can look upon Christ
as the Redeemer, who showed forth His Holiness, by judging sin
at Calvary. Isaiah further instructs that this same man who would
look upon Him, must refuse the ungodly, religious and 1dolatrous
substitutes, bandied about 1n our day, “And he shall not look to
the altars, the work of his hands, neither shall respect that which
his fingers have made, either the groves, or the images.” V. 8 The
major “1dol” “At that day” will be the antichrist, and though many
will be martyred because they refuse his mark, they themselves

will be saved because they have had “respect to the Holy One of

Israel.” John declared .. .Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: (1n the midst of the tribulation) Yea, saith
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works
do follow them.” Rev. 14:13

I[saiah’s prophecy continues to pinpoint these tribulation
days announcing that “In that day shall his strong cities be as a
forsaken bough, and an uppermost branch, which they left because
of the children of Israel: and there shall be desolation.” This 1s
undoubtedly a portrait of the devastation left by Assyria when
they mnvaded the land of Ephraim and took the ten tribes captive.
Isaiah has already indicated in verse 3-4 that Syria would suffer
like fate as Israel, and the same will be true “In that day,” spoken
of here. If God punished Israel for their idolatry and unbeliet, He
would be very unjust 1f He did not pour out the same reprisal on
the nations. Thus they too will experience the total devastation
recorded 1n this verse whereby they also are forsaken and 1solated
just as Israel was. Jesus defined such desolation saying that

except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be
saved:..” Matt. 24:13
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The reason for all this misery 1s “Because thou hast
forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of
the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants,
and shalt set it with strange ships:” V. 10 The pattern here 1s,
once again, God’s dealings with Israel. Jeremiah uses this same
analogy 1 the way God nurtured Israel. “Yet I had planted
thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned
into the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?” Jer. 2:21
Israel knew what “wholly right seed,” was but chose to do their
planting with “strange slips,” or foreign twigs or branches pruned
from somewhere else. It 1s a reference to their idolatry, having
forgotten God and His Ways. Syria and the rest of these nations
will likewise pay the price because they too have rebelled against
The Creator or “Maker.” V. 7 All therr efforts at “planting” and
growing will likewise be thwarted for “In the day shalt thou
make thy plant to grow, and 1n the morning shalt thou make thy
seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap 1n the day of grief
and of desperate sorrow.”  Such 1s the conclusion orchestrated
by God Himself. All the efforts of men, and all their assertions
that “we will make 1t better and pull ourselves from this chaos,”
will be reduced to absolute nothingness. Not only so, but God
will bring “Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a
noise like the noise of the seas; and to the rushing of nations, that
make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! The nations
shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke
them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff
of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing betore
the whirlwind. V. 12-13 These words show positively that these
verses are addressed to those nations who have so devastated
Israel, and will likewise be devastated themselves. The language
1s much like that of John mn Revelation 13. “And I stood upon
the sand of the sea, and saw a beast ri1se up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and
upon his heads the name of blasphemy.” Rev. 13:1 Those waters
are representative of these nations clamoring to rule the world
and most especially to punish and destroy Israel. However, as 1n
the days of Esther, they can only go so far, for “God shall rebuke
them and they shall tlee far off...chased as the chatf...before the
wind. . ..a rolling thing before the whirlwind.” When God’s winds
of judgment begin to blow upon that troubled sea of nations,




nothing will be able to restrain 1t. The antichrist and his entire
regime will be destroyed “And behold at eveningtide trouble; and
betfore the morning he 1snot....” The “eveningtide” of tribulation
when the enemies of Israel hoped to have complete dominance
over them, brings only trouble for themselves. The final words
of this chapter belong to a victorious Israel, who have, by this
time discovered their Redeemer, and jubilantly shout: “This 1s
the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us.”
This 1s surely the triumph 1n Esther revisited. “Now 1n the twelfth
month, that 1s, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same,
when the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be
put 1n execution, 1n the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to
have power over them, (though 1t was turned to the contrary, that
the Jews had rule over them that hated them;) Esther 9:1

Call for Hands
Lucille Workman
“Lend me thine Hand.” the Master calls,
“There’s work to do while 1t 1s day:
While Hands are few that do My will,
And many unsaved pass away.”

He needs your Hand to lead the lost
And lonely to His side,

That they might know salvation

And 1 His love abide.

He needs your Hand upon the sick,

He healed them all with His.

Are you not touched with pam they bear,
The Great Physician 1s!

‘So many a task 1s left undone,

The opportunity we do not seize,

Or know our Hands are but His Hands
To use them as He please.

So consecrate our Hands dear Lord
For each and every task,

And use them as 1t Pleases Thee
As long as time shall last!
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