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Mt 8:23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was asleep. 25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him! This text is also in Mark 4:35 and following. This text applies to our lives because sooner or later we will go through storms. John tells us in  1Jo 4:4…greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. Jesus is in us and He is for us then we are described as more than a conquerors through Christ. You are not a victim of anything but you are a victor in faith through Jesus Christ. The Sea of Galilee was a familiar place to the disciples. They were professional fisherman who were familiar with the surroundings and knew what to do in the storm. So, when we read that Jesus got into the boat, they followed Him. So here they are in the familiar surroundings of the lake of Galilee. Jesus is sleeping in the back of the boat and the disciples think to themselves, we know what to do. We have done this a thousand times before. We were born and raised on this water. But this night everything that is familiar is going to become frightening. So, the question is, where do we turn when our simple routine shocks us. Where do we go when the ordinary day turns out to be anything but ordinary? Who do we call on when we begin to wonder if what we thought was going to be great, turns out to be devastating? Then in the midst of this we begin to ask ourselves, am I going to come out of this alive? I can see the disciples as the wind starts to blow, they adjust the sails, or maybe they tighten the rope, or maybe they turn the rudder. They think to themselves, this will pass; we’re familiar with this. This is not going to be a problem. Suddenly the clouds start to build up and they hear thunder and see lightning in the distance. They think to themselves hopefully it will go away. But then the winds begin to blow even more and the waves begin to slap up against the boat. Then water starts to come over the bow. Maybe Peter looks at James and raises his eyebrows and says did you see that? But they think, we’re not worried we got this! It is funny how far humanity will go with that lie; we got this! We are so fragile. We are held together by the hand of God, and yet in our own vanity we think that we are independently in control. But we control nothing! He controls everything! Some people may think God is in control. But I would tell them try to live without breathing. We don’t even control our breath, it is involuntary. That is how He created and designed us. The farther the disciples get out on the water, the higher the waves get and the stronger the wind gets. They start to wonder how long is this going to last. They begin to ask each other; do you think we ought to wake up Jesus. But they think, no; we got this! The storm gets worse and water starts to come in all over the boat. The disciples try as much as possible to keep the vessel pointed in the direction that it is supposed to go and they start to struggle. Then the human side of their flesh wants to know, are we going to get out of this alive! Can we survive this night! You can almost hear the desperation in their voice when they call out to Jesus. They desperately do so in Mark they say, Master, carest thou not that we perish? In Matthew 8 they say Lord, save us: we perish. Either way, they thought it was over. You know it is in our human nature to want someone to be as upset about our situation as we are. Then we get offended when we speak to people who aren’t as upset as we are. When you tell someone that you have had the worse day of your life, you want their emotions to match your emotions. So here the disciples are worried and concerned and terrified because everything that they thought was going to go one way, turns out to go the opposite direction. When they turn to Jesus, they don’t find Jesus on His knees in the back of the boat reading Psalms 91 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. When they look in the back of the boat there Jesus is asleep. He is undisturbed by everything that they think is going to destroy them. The disciples are afraid for their lives and Jesus is asleep. Master carest thou not! Hey! We’re dying up here, don’t you care! I ask you; how often do we do the same thing when we go through the storms of life. The storms come when we are unaware. The doctor called and it is not a good report. My child came home and said they are moving out because they don’t want to live in the faith. I am out of hope and Jesus you are up there not even paying attention. But what we need to know is that before the storm even shows up in our lives, it had to go through God’s hand. He is either sovereign and supreme or He is not. Because He is sovereign and all knowing, He is not going to be as disturbed by our circumstances as we are. He doesn’t wait for the headlines to find out what’s the news says. He knew about the news long before it got here.    
Today we see natural disasters all over this world. There are snow storms, floods, tornados, earthquakes, you name it. I ask you; have they caught God by surprise? He knows about the storms before the news goes out. People today wonder what is going on with all the weather changes, but they do not realize that God is in control. When these things happen; Lu 21:28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. So, no wonder the disciples find Him sleeping because He is full God and He is Full man. His human side needed rest. The God side of Him knew exactly where the disciples were. He knew exactly what the disciples were going through. He knows exactly what is going on in the world today and He knows exactly what we are going through. He knew exactly when the storm started and He knew exactly when the storm would end. When they woke up Jesus He said, how come you have such little faith? Then it says, He arose. He slept through the thunder and lightning. He slept through the howling wind and the up down of the waves as they tossed the boat back and forth, but get this. When one of His children called upon Him, then, He arose. God is not moved by the weather on the outside, but when you call upon Him that is when He starts to move. When we see storm clouds start to form in our lives we can’t whine about the weather. Start talking to the Master of the wind. Start talking to the God who created heaven and earth! 

Start speaking to one who said what you bind on earth, I’ll bind in heaven and what you loose on earth, I will loose in heaven. When you walk into a physical storm and the doctor says I’ve got bad news. The doctor cannot diagnosis or forecast your future life and what it will be; Only the Great Physician knows and we can declare the goodness of God in this time. In the storms of life speak to the one who said, I will never leave you nor forsake you, because I am your friend that sticketh closer than a brother! In the storm of sorrow, speak to the one who is the Prince of Peace that wipes every tear from your eye and declare, weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning! 
Often when we are in the storm, we don’t call out in faith but we call out in fear. That is what the disciples did. Just a few chapters ago they were up on the mountain with Jesus, He told them how to pray. But here comes the winds and the waves and it seems the disciples forget how to pray and the purpose of prayer. They begin to yell in fear at Jesus to wake Him up. Have you ever prayed that way? When we call out in fear, we are asking the Lord to accept something different than the faith that opens up the door. Ever notice, that sometimes our fears are more painful than our troubles that come. We suffer more in dreading troubles than when we endure them, don’t we? But the Lord removes such fears. Jesus said have faith in God. We must ask in faith believing and He will do it. What we hear from Jesus in other places is your faith has healed you; your faith has made you whole; your faith has set you free. Without faith it is impossible to please God. But here in our text there is no reward for faith. He said, how are you so fearful and how do you have such little faith. But before we chastise the disciples, how often do we ask ourselves, does Jesus really care about me. If He knew what I was going through why does He allow it? How can I be in such dire circumstances and He says He loves me. Remember this! Jesus loves us more than we can ask, think or even comprehend. If He didn’t care about us, we wouldn’t be where we are today. Our lives would have ended long ago. If He did not care about us, He wouldn’t give His angels charge over us or number the hairs on our head! He wouldn’t collect our tears in a vase! He would not go to prepare a place for us that where He is, there we may be also! 

Now, think a little for what the Lord has done for us? Don’t you wonder more and more that by His grace I am what I am. Admire and marvel at the exceeding grace of God towards us in working contrary to nature, and contrary to all reasonable expectations, and bringing us to be His dearest sons and daughters. Marvels of mercy, wonders of grace, belong unto God Most High and He has given them all to us. We are the children of God and Jesus cares about us! Did you know that the storms of life have a purpose. If that wasn’t so, God would not have allowed them. When the disciples see what Jesus does, the Bible says then He arose and He said in Mark Peace, be still. But when the disciples see this, they wonder who can this be that the winds and the sea obey Him. The storms are where we learn to depend more upon God in faith than on our emotions or our own flesh. The disciples were familiar with the place and the water, and the boat. So, their flesh says we got this. Whenever their flesh was out of control their emotions said hey Jesus don’t you care? 
History tells us, the Sea of Galilee lies in a deep hollow, much below the level of the ocean; and in the sides of the cliffs and hills which shut it in, there are valleys and openings which act as funnels. A blast of cold air from the mountains often rushes upon it suddenly. When the time of storm is really on, the lake of Galilee is not tossed about like an ordinary open sea, but is rent, and torn, and upheaved, and almost hurled out of its bed by down-driving hurricanes and twisting whirlwinds. No sailor knows which way the wind will blow except that it blows all ways at once, and particularly downwards; Some say that it appears as if it is a direct down-draught from heaven. Any mariner who is not familiar with that strange, wild sea would soon lose his mind, and despair of his life. It is like a boiling cauldron where the vast deep stirs it to its bottom. Yet this billowy lake in a moment was turned to glass by the word of Jesus. These fishermen had never seen this happen before. Do you think Jesus can do this for you? These disciples might have thought, we have been in tempest, but never in our lives have we seen one minute in a tempest and the next in a calm. But the storm that shakes us up, begins to work the truth of God’s word in our lives. We know for sure that He is the Alpha and the Omega! He is the word of God that was made flesh and is dwelling among us! He is the God that created heaven and earth and holds the mountains in a scale and the hills in a balance! He is the Rock of Ages that is immovable from generation to generation! In the darkest day of our lives, He is the morning star! Throughout all ages, He is the ancient of days! He is Emanual God with us! He is my redeemer! He is my Friend and my Brother and He will never leave me nor forsake me! He is my savior and My Lord! He is my soon coming Bridegroom! Oh, Praise the Lord we can call upon the name of the Lord Jesus! We know who is on our side, and we do not cry out in fear, but we call out in faith to the Lord God Almighty. We can say to the storms of our lives, don’t make me wake Him up, because when He gets up, you are going down. You might as well leave me alone because greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the world. Whatever the storm is in our lives today, call out to the Lord and mix our faith with the word of God. 

Heb 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. But we have the gospel within us and the word is preached to us, but we must mix it with faith believing God for everything and every circumstance that we will face. Let the faith in God be stirred up inside that it will cause that storm to break. For the word of God will work effectually in our lives. Paul states in 1Th 2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

Notice further, there is Christ in the boat with His disciples. What is that but a church with Jesus our Head? We see in the church a vessel bearing a rich cargo, and we are that rich cargo! And where is that boat going? We are headed for glory but we are going by way of the storms of life! They are the trials, sufferings, labors and perils of this life. The church is like a ship upon the treacherous Galilean sea with Jesus sailing in it. After a while comes a tempest. We have our calms, but these do not last forever. Our sails are sure to be weather-beaten at one time or another, and the occasions are seldom far apart. The vessel which has Jesus for its captain is destined to feel the tempest. 
Jesus said; Mt 10:34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. It is the surgery of His word that is sharper than any two-edged sword. This is His own declaration, and He knows His own intent. Every sail of the good ship which bears the flag of the Lord High Admiral of our fleet must be beaten with the wind, and every plank in her must be tried by the waves. To Christ’s church there are many storms, and some of them of the most terrible kind. But Jesus! Jesus is in our hearts, and that is our safety! We are not saved by seamanship or by saying we got this. But by having on board the Lord Jesus Christ, who rules all winds and waves, and never yet has lost a vessel that bears the cross. Sometimes within our hearts, it seems as He is asleep. We don’t hear His voice. We see but little of His face. His eyes appear to be closed, and He Himself seems hidden away out of sight. The enemy places these thoughts in our minds to try and defeat us. But He has not left us; blessed be His Holy name. But then the ship rocks again, and we reel again, and we wonder Lord are you asleep? Then finally we are driven in great alarm to prayer, which we should have been long before. It may be that we have been busy with ropes and tackle, strengthening the mast, furling the sail, doing all kinds of necessary work, and therefore leaving undone the most necessary work of all, namely, seeking the Lord Jesus Christ in His word and in prayer telling Him the story of our peril. Or maybe we just plainly say, we got this, and try to go on as though we can handle it on our own. Then when Jesus calmed the sea it says, But the men marveled. I want to marvel at the wonderful things Jesus has done for me! It is in my power, if I choose, to waste my time in reading books, but for my own life, the only book worth reading is this, Bible! The story of God’s goodness to me is more thrilling than any work of fiction could possibly be. 

In the twinkling of an eye this corruptible will put on incorruption, and in an instant our spiritual life here on earth will blossom into heavenly life. This is a great wonder! Marvel at what the Lord has so speedily done for us. The Lord God Almighty is greater than any storm we will ever face and He cares about us. My brethren, we need the courage offered to us by our Comforter, the Holy Spirit; let the waves dash and the winds howl. The Lord of hosts is with us: the God of Israel is our refuge. All is safe because of His presence with us and all shall end gloriously because of His manifestation. The Lord bless you, in tempest and in calm, for Christ’s sake and call upon Jesus! Amen.

