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Col 1:5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel; Paul says in verse 3, “We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven.” If these things are in us and abound, we will not be barren or unfruitful, but if they are lacking, we are as withered branches. We should, be rich in faith, and we should be full even to overflowing with love, which is of God; and we should also abound in hope, even that heavenly hope which causes a man to purify himself in readiness for the inheritance above. Our confidence is not placed in ourselves, nor in any human wisdom nor in the traditions of our fathers, but alone in Christ Jesus. This is the faith of God’s elect. We Christians the world loves not, because it loves not their Lord. The true believer loves the persecuted, the misrepresented, and despised people of God for Christ’s sake. Our faith is in Christ Jesus, but the love extends beyond Christ Himself to all believers. Hope is wider, and includes the eternal future which is ours.

     Our hope, is a hope which is laid up for us in heaven; a hope, therefore, which the worldling cares nothing about. There are many a Christian who is hoping that they are saved enough to make it to heaven. What a wasted hope. They are hoping for something they already have. The moment we believe we are saved. We know salvation is much more than just saved from the wrath of sin. We are being saved today from the power of sin and then when we are in glory we will be saved from the presence of sin. But many Christians think they still must earn it. 

Many hope that tomorrow will be as this day, and yet more abundant, but he cares nothing for the place in eternity where time has ceased to flow. They hope for riches, or for fame. They hope for long life and prosperity; and for pleasure and domestic peace. The whole range of their hope is within the compass of their eyes, but our hope has passed beyond the sphere of sight, according to the word of the Apostle Paul, “Rom 8;24 What a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” Ours is a hope which demands nothing of time, or earth, but seeks it’s all in the world to come.

     Paul rejoiced when he saw the saints at Colosse possessing faith, love, and hope, that he thanked God and prayed for them. He saw these three seals of God upon them. They were a really converted people, and his heart was glad. All the faithful ministers of Christ rejoice to see their people adorned with the jewels of faith, and love, and hope; for these are their ornaments for the present, and their preparation for the future. Their love to the saints was very much produced in them by the hope which was laid up in heaven. You notice the word “for;” “The love which ye have to all the saints for,” or on account of, or because of, “the hope which is laid up for you in heaven.” There can be no doubt that the hope of heaven tends greatly to foster love to all the saints of God. We have a common hope, let us have a common affection. We are to be one in heaven, let us be one on earth. One with our Lord so let us be knit together as one man. We expect to see our Lord face to face, and to be like Him; why should we not even now love all those in whom there is anything of Christ? Brethren, we are to live together forever in heaven. We are forever to be with Jesus Christ, partakers of the same joy, of the same glory, and of the same love. Today we fight the same enemies, to publish the same testimony, to bear the same trials, and to fly to the same helper. There would be no love to the saints if there were not faith in Christ Jesus, and if there were not faith in Christ Jesus there would be no hope laid up in heaven.    

Our hope which is laid up for us in heaven is a great act of grace. It’s amazing we should have a hope at all. Before we were saved, when sin lay heavily upon our conscience Satan came and wrote over the lintel of our door, “No hope, and that sentence would have stood there to this day had not it been for the loving hand and the precious blood of Christ which removed the black inscription. “Wherefore remember that at that time ye were without Christ, having no hope, and without God in the world.” That was our condition once; and it is a marvelous thing that it should be thoroughly changed, and that assurance took the place of despair. There are many false hopes, like will-o’-the-wisps, which deceive, and lead people into bogs of presumption and error, but they really have no hope. This is a dreadful condition for a man to be in. It is, the very worst of all. Never is the storm so terrible as when in the howling of the winds the man distinctly hears the words “No hope.” Yet into the thick darkness of “no hope” we once steered our course, and each time we tried to rely upon good works, outward ceremonies, and good resolutions, we were disappointed, and the words rung into our souls, “No hope, no hope.” But we have a hope. Ever since by faith we looked to Jesus on the cross, a hope full of glory has taken possession of our hearts. What a marvelous thing?

     Our hope is associated with heaven. We have no fear of hell, but we expect to taste the joys laid up in heaven. Our hope is full of glory, for it has to do with the glory of Christ, whom we hope to behold. And not only to see Him, but to be like Him, when I see Him as He is. What a divine hope this is! What a hope we have to actually and personally enter into the throne, and see Jesus in His beauty. This is a brave hope, is it not? We aspire to sit upon the throne with Christ, according to the promise, “To him that ovcrcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne.” Hope reckons to be among the Full overcomers, and to partake in their enthronement. This is marvelous hope for a believer to have. Yet it is not presumption, but confidence warranted by the word of God. Is it not a miracle of love that such poor creatures as ourselves should be enabled to have this hope in God?

     This hope is the more marvelous because it is so substantial. In our text Paul speaks of the object of hope, and yet it is clear that in his mind the grace of hope as well as the object must have been intended, because that which is laid up in heaven is not a hope except to those who hope for it. Do you hope for this? It is clear that no man has a hope laid up in heaven, unless he has hope within himself. The truth is that the two things, the grace of hope and its object, are here mentioned under one term, which may be intended to teach us that when hope is wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost, it is the thing hoped for, even as faith is the thing believed, because it realizes and secures it. Just as faith is the substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen, so is hope the substance it expects, and the evidence of the thing it cannot see. The hope of the true believer is so substantial that Paul even speaks of it as though it were the thing itself, and were laid up in heaven. Many a man hath a hope of wealth, but that hope is a different thing from being wealthy. A man may have a hope of old age, yet he may never reach even middle life, and thus it is clear that the hope of long life is not in itself longevity; but he that hath the divine hope which grows out of faith and love hath a hope which shall never be disappointed, so that the Apostle Paul speaks of it as being identical with the thing hoped for, and describes it as laid up in heaven. What a marvelous hope is this which long before its realization is treated as a matter of actual attainment, and spoken of as a treasure reserved in heaven!

     One marvelous point about our hope that I thought of; it is the subject of divine revelation. No one could ever have invented this hope, it is so glorious as to baffle our imagination. The eternal hope had to be revealed to us. We would never have known this hope. It is only through the word of God. Paul says, “Whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel.” We have been assured of this hope by the word of God. The word of God has opened heaven and bid us to look in and hope for the time when we shall drink of its living fountains of waters, and go no more out forever.

     Isn’t it marvelous to think that this hope came to us simply by hearing. “Whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel.” “Faith cometh by hearing,” and hope comes by faith; and so, the divine hope of heaven came to us by hearing the word of God. It did not come by working, or by deserving, or by penance and sacrifice, but simply by hearkening diligently unto the divine word of God, and believing it. We heard that the pierced hand of Jesus had opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and we believed, and saw a way of entrance into the holiest by His blood. We heard that God had prepared for them that love him joys indescribable. And we believed the whole truth, and we have stood all these years trusting in His Son. Our confidence is in the word of God, which we have heard, for it is written, “Hear and your soul shall live”; and we find that by hearing our confidence is strengthened, and our heart fills with inward assurance and joyful expectation. Therefore, we love the word of God more and more. We prize to the uttermost the sacred word of God, which has brought us such a hope? Yes, we will, until we exchange hearing for seeing, and the message of Jesus for Jesus Himself. We must always in these last days spend our time in His word and at the feet of Jesus.

Brethren, what is the hope which is laid up for us in heaven? It would need many a sermon to bring out all the phases of delight which belong to that hope. It is the hope of victory, for we shall overcome every foe, and Satan shall be trodden under our feet. Our life struggle shall not end in defeat, but in complete and eternal triumph, for we shall overcome through the blood of the Lamb. We do not just hope for victory only: but we shall possess perfection. We shall one day cast off the slough of sin, and shall be seen in the beauty of our new-born life. “For it doth not yet appear what we shall be,” but when we think of the matchless character of our Lord Jesus, we are overjoyed by the assurance that “we shall be like Him.” What an honor brethren to be like the firstborn! What higher honor could God Himself exalt us to? What matchless joy to be holy, harmless, and undefiled as our own beloved Lord! How delightful to have no propensity to sin remaining in us nor trace of its ever having been there. Our nature will be perfect and fully developed, in all its sinless excellence. We shall love God, as we do now, but oh how much more intensely! We shall rejoice in God, as we do now, but oh what depth there will be in that joy! We shall delight to be with Him. There will be no temptation to turn aside. Oh, Praise the Lord! “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name.” There will remain nothing which can defile, or weaken, or distract. We shall be perfect, altogether perfect. This is our hope! Victory over evil and perfection in all that is good. If this were all our hope it would be marvelous, but there is more to be unfolded.

There will be no evil in us, and no pain, bereavement, sorrow, labor, or blame that shall come near us. It will be all security, peace, rest, and enjoyment. There will be no doubts, no staggering difficulties, no fears, no confusions will cause us distress. Here we see through a glass darkly, and we know in part, but there we shall see face to face, and know even as we are known. What a marvelous hope to be there with my Lord and Savior! There will be no spiritual enemy, no world, no flesh, no devil will ruin our rest. Our Sabbath rest shall never end, because Jesus is our Sabbath. What a strange thing it will be to find no Monday morning, no care to be renewed, no toil to be encountered.

     There will be a rest which never can be broken, which evermore remaineth for the people of God. This is not all, brethren. Eye hath not seen it, nor ear heard it, nor hath the heart conceived it; it surpasses all carnal joy. We know a little of it, for the Lord hath revealed it unto us by the Spirit, who searcheth all things, even the deep things of God. Yet what we know is but a mere taste of the marriage feast. It is enough to make us long for more, but by no means sufficient to give us a complete idea of the whole banquet. Today it is so sweet to preach about Christ, but what must it be to see Him and be with Him? If it is so delightful to be overwhelmed by the music of His name, what must it be to lie in His arms? We get a glimpse of wat it is to abide in His vineyard now, alone with Him, where all the clusters grow? This is Sweet grace! We have read there was one drink from the well of Bethlehem that tastes so sweet, which was poured out before the Lord as a thank offering. What a joy will it be to drink at the well-head and never go out forever. Then to be eternally at the right hand of God, where there are pleasures for evermore!

     This is our hope, and yet there is more, for we have the hope of everlasting fellowship with Christ. I would give ten thousand worlds, if I had them, to have one glimpse of that dear face, which was marred with sorrow for my sake; but to physically sit at my Lord’s feet and look up into His countenance, and hear His voice, and never, never grieve Him, but to participate in all His triumphs and glories forever and forever. What a heaven this will be! Then to have fellowship with all His saints, in whom He is glorified, and by whom His image is reflected, what an image. Then we will behold displays of His power and beams of His love. Who can fully describe the glory to be revealed in us. The greatest intellect and the sweetest speech could not convey to you one thousand thousandths of the delight of heaven.

     What a secure place heave will be. If our hope is laid up with the Lord, it becomes sinful to doubt its security. It is “laid up,” the text says, and this means, it is hidden in a safe place like a treasure which is well secured. We find it hard to lay up our valuables safely in this world because thieves break through and steal. There are all sorts of inventions to steal from us. But when God becomes the guardian of our treasure, He lays it up where none can touch it, and neither man nor devil can steal it. Our hope, beloved, is hidden with Christ in God, and made as safe as the throne of God Himself.

     Notice the words, it is laid up “for you.” It is something to have your hope laid up, but it is much better to have it laid up for yourself. “Laid up for you”; that is, for you whose faith is in Christ Jesus, and who have love to all the saints. There is a crown in heaven which will never be worn by any head but yours. Make no mistake about it; it is laid up in heaven for you, “reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation.” “For you”; — “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Lay the stress there, and get honey out of it. “It is Laid up for you!”

     Where is it laid up? “Laid up for you in heaven” “Neither moth nor rust doth corrupt.” This means that no process of decay will cause your treasure to become worn out; no secret moth will eat the garments of heaven, and no rust will tarnish the brightness of our crowns. Our Lord adds, “Nor do thieves break through nor steal.” If our hope is laid up in heaven it is perfectly safe. Bless the Lord!

    Notice these words; “In the word of the truth of the gospel.” First, “In the word.” What word is that? Man’s word? No! But this is God’s word, the same word that made heaven and earth, a word of power which cannot fail and of truth which cannot lie. We first heard of this blessed hope through the word of God. Here we have God’s word for it. We can take a good man’s word freely; but will we not take God’s word? We have the word of God for the sure hope that believers in Christ Jesus shall be blessed forever. This is security enough.

     Our text goes on to say, “the word of the truth.” It is not a guess word, but of infallible truth. We believe the word of God not only to be true, but to be “the word of the truth.” God’s word is the truth beyond all things. For He has said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall never pass away.” The Apostle Peter said, “All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away; but the word of the Lord endureth forever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”

Paul says, “We give thanks to God and the Father, praying always for you since we heard of your hope.” Hearing of their hope, led the Paul to pray, but notice what he desired for his friends at Colosse. He says, “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.” Paul says “I desire that you be filled with the knowledge of his will.” That will, is the joy and business of heaven. We must learn the will of the Lord now. Here we are going through our training, that we may be able to take up our freedom as citizens of the New Jerusalem. Here we are at school, preparing to take our degree above among the instructed saints of God. Are we to enter heaven ignorant of what the will of the Lord is? This part of our life here is intended to be a preface to our life above, a preparation for the life to come. Here below we undergo the tuning of the instruments. We do not prepare in heaven. No, let us do all that here. Let us have our harps tuned below. A good hope should make us eager to know the will of the Lord. It should purify us even as Christ is pure, and make us anxious to begin the perfect service of heaven while yet we are here below. How is this to be done?

     Paul adds, “Increasing in the knowledge of God.” If I am going to dwell with God, I must search His word and see how he has revealed Himself; let us endeavor to have fellowship with Him and His Son Jesus that we may know Him now. This hope and more only comes to us through the revelation in His word till He comes. 

