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2Ti 2:11 It is a faithful saying (or Faithful is the Word): For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: Paul teaches all through his epistles that, if we live godly, we shall suffer. Blood is the price of our salvation; but suffering is the price or the cost of the throne. 2Ti 3:11 Paul says, what persecutions I endured, but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 2Ti 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Paul warns Timothy of the difficulties he will have. He tells him in the verses above; This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. Paul did not want Timothy to sink under opposition, so he tells him, though God permitted these false teachers, their foolishness shall be made manifest unto all men. He encourages Timothy even more, by his own example. 
All that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. This is a hard saying; how few can bear it? What is it to live godly in Christ Jesus? We are made the righteousness of God in Christ when we are born again. To be in Christ merely by baptism, or an outward profession, is not to be in Him in the strict sense of the word: To live godly in Christ, is to make His divine will, our sole principle of all thoughts, words, and actions. To live godly in Christ is much more than just live; it’s as Christ lives in us. We must be led by His Holy Spirit, as a child is led by the hand of its father and follow the Lamb withersoever, He leads us. Our affections must be set on things above; 
What is the meaning of the word Persecution? The word Persecution, is derived from a Greek word signifying to pursue, and generally implies pursuing a person for the sake of his goodness. The Pharisees hated and persecuted our Lord long before they laid hold on Him. Our Lord mentions being inwardly hated of men, which is one kind of Persecution his disciples were to undergo. This heart-enmity (hatred) is the root of all other kinds of Persecution. This is found in the soul of every unregenerated man; This persecution is wide-spread today as we see the hatred in this world against God’s people! Why is it that godly men must expect to suffer persecution? This is proved and evident from our Lord’s life. From the manger to the cross, the Son of God, the Lord of glory, underwent such hated by wicked men. He was hated, and called a Blasphemer, a Wine-bibber, a Devil, and, He had all manner of evil spoken against him falsely. Men separated from Him, and were ashamed to walk with Him openly. Once He said to his own disciples, Will you also go away? Jesus said; If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you.
In Scripture our weak human nature is compared to the grass of the field, which easily withers and decays. It is also compared to a leaf; and to the dry stubble; and to a blast of wind. It was this nature, with all its weakness and sufferings, which Christ, took upon Himself for us. He did not take on the perfect human nature which was in the Garden of Eden. He took on that feeble human state which was after the fall. Therefore, Christ is called a tender plant, and a root out of a dry ground. He had no form nor comeliness; no beauty that we should desire Him. Christ’s whole life was filled with suffering. The longer Christ was in the world, the more men hated Him. Think of the time of His agony in the garden. The word agony signifies an earnest strife, such as when wrestling, running, or fighting. The word is especially used for a strife, which was exhibited in the Olympic games. Men strove for the mastery in running, wrestling, and other kinds of exercises. There was a prize that was given to the conqueror. Paul said in  1Co 9:25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. The place where those games were held was also called  the place of agony; and the word is particularly used in Scripture for that striving in earnest prayer wherein persons wrestled with God. Ro 15:30 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; agonize together with me. Then Paul said in Col 4:12 …..always laboring (or agonizing) fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. When it is said that Christ was in agony, the meaning is, that His soul was in a great and earnest strife and conflict. It was so in two respects. His soul was in a great conflict with what He saw in this world. And He was at the same time in great labor and earnest strife with God in prayer. But all these sufferings were nothing compared to the sufferings of Christ on the cross. 

Isa 53:10 says; Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him. Why did it please God? It pleased God to crush Him, because He represented all of the sin and unrighteousness. God’s delight was in getting rid of sin and Satan. He did that at the cross! We do not understand the effects of this, but one day all men will realize the fullness of what Jesus did in getting rid of sin and unrighteousness and of Satan. That is what God saw at the cross, sin destroyed which gave Him pleasure. With His stripes we are healed. Many suppose those stripes inflicted by the Roman soldiers were how we were healed. But there is no redemption in those stripes. The stripes we are talking about are those which God smote Him. 

V4 says, He was smitten of God. God laid stripes upon Him. It was God’s judgment and because of that we are healed, spirit, soul, and body, not just our physical body. We cannot imagine how His body was beaten, and even the very ground under Him was filled with blood. It had been forced through His pores through the violence of His agony. He endured sufferings in His soul which were even greater. But in all of this, we see the wonderful strength of the love of Christ to us who were once sinners. How wonderful was His love to us that is upheld still! 

The anguish of Christ’s soul at that time was so strong as to cause that effect on His body. But his love to His enemies, poor and unworthy as they were, was stronger still. The heart of Christ at that time was full of distress, but it was full of love for us.  His sorrows abounded, but His love did much more abound. Christ’s soul was overwhelmed with a flood of grief, but this was from a flood of love to us. It was sufficient to overflow the world, and overwhelm the highest mountains within. Those great drops of blood that fell down to the ground were a manifestation of an ocean of love in Christ’s heart for me and you. We never face the sufferings of Christ.
What will it cost us? Romans 12:1-2 describes the learning process of the disciple: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice. (How? on the cross of God’s will) . . . that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. By using the term sacrifice, Paul means that there is a great cost to this kind of discipleship, and Jesus exhorts His followers to consider the cost.  Lu 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? The term tower speaks of a heavenly vantage point above this earth. This is the provision of being blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ (Ephesians 1:3). It is a place of strength and security which we learn as we follow Christ, and call upon His Name. Pr 18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe. These benefits do not come without the cost of total commitment. Some believers do not count the cost of total surrender, as the next verses describe: Lu 14:29- 30 lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. Some Christians begin to search for spiritual things, but lapse back into carnality, and attract the ridicule of the world. Then the next verses are similar. Lu 14:31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. We do not take our place in the heavenlies without a fight, which is against Satan. Jesus is teaching that one must count the cost of that battle, and be willing to endure the hardships of it, or he will indeed compromise. Such a cost is summed up in these words: V33. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be My disciple. He did not say, You cannot be a child of God, but He was referring to a disciple, or learner. The one who follows Jesus all the way cannot compromise his position. V 34-35 Salt is good; but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be seasoned? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but men, cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. It is the new life of Christ, which we have been given that is the seasoning, or influence on those around us. Jesus always had an impact on those around Him, both believers and unbelievers. We are to be the same, and this can only happen when we are willing to follow the principles of true discipleship. When others are asleep, they should be awake, as it was with Christ. The time of Christ’s agony was the night season, the time when persons were used to being asleep: it was the time where the disciples were asleep; but Christ had something else rather than sleep. We were in His thoughts; he kept awake, with His heart engaged in the work of redemption. So should it be with the believers of Christ. We should be in the word, watching and pray. Yes, it will cost us our time. 1Th 5:6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. Christ was obedient to His Father’s will and in that He obtained and won the victory. He overcame, and is set down with the Father in His throne. 

We must persevere and watch and pray and continue to run the race till we obtain that crown that Paul talked about. The Apostle Paul forgot the things that were behind. Paul pursued to win Christ and his righteousness, and attain to the out resurrection, not as though he had attained it already, or had already obtained a title to the crown. And this is especially the thing in which he calls on us to imitate his example. Php 3:12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Again, Paul wrote; Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect. He did not claim that place of being in the bride of Christ. Hee said in Php 3: 8 ….. that I may win Christ. Php 3:11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead, or out from among the dead. All believers will be raised 1,000 years ahead of the unbelievers. That is all believers, and that is guaranteed. But this resurrection that Paul is talking about is the out resurrection from among the dead. This resurrection we must qualify for. Paul is talking about an earlier resurrection that we have to qualify for and have to run the race for. Paul wanted to be a part of that earlier resurrection where that some believers will be raised ahead of other believers. This is the reference to the bride of Christ which will be taken out of this world before the rest of the body of Christ. Php 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. The prize is the Lord Jesus Christ. The mark is the end of the race when it is complete. Paul says I haven’t arrived yet, but I am pressing toward that. He pressed toward the mark for the prize of the upward calling. It means the heavenly calling that the Apostle Paul was looking for. The prize that Paul was looking for at the end of the race was Christ Himself as Bridegroom. Paul says I have not apprehended; I have been apprehended for it; I have been called to it; I have been engaged; but I have not apprehended that place at that time. Php 4:12; Paul wrote:  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: Everywhere and in all things, I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. This is Paul’s conduct at this particular time. He was disciplined in the things of God and we must be the same. Paul was not a novice and He was qualified to bring out the deepest truths to these Philippian believers. But yet in 3: 12 Paul says, Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after. Paul is not claiming that he is in the bride of Christ at this time. God intends that he should be there; God intended that the whole church be in the bride of Christ but that is not going to happen. Php 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: At this time, I cannot tell you that I have won. At this time, I cannot tell you that I am in the bride of Christ. But this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before. Php 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. He put every ounce of energy and strength he had into this. We must also be consumed with this energy to press toward the mark for the prize of the upward calling of God in Christ Jesus. There is a narrow way to eternal glory, through which Paul passed. He knew there was no going to heaven in a slothful way. He had hope and assurance, but a great deal more. His hope was not of a nature to make him slothful. It had a contrary effect. The assurance he had of victory, together with the necessity there was of fighting, engaged him to fight the good fight of faith, not as one that beat the air, but as one that wrestled with principalities and powers. With this example Paul especially insists that we ought to follow. And this should induce us to seek the Lord  more earnestly. 

1Co 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! Why was it necessary for Paul to preach the gospel. Was it only because God commanded him to do so? He was already converted, and was saved. And if he had neglected to preach the gospel, he could not have perished after he was converted. But he wanted to live a life of obedience to God, or woe would be to him; woe to him, if he did not preach the gospel. Though Paul’s sufferings were so very great, his labors so exceedingly abundant, yet he never accounted them as righteousness. He gave diligence that he might be found in Christ, not having on his own righteousness, which is of God, through faith. We must follow Paul’s example in his great love to Christ. The Corinthians, who saw how the apostle acted, how he labored, and how he suffered; they could not see any worldly motive. They were astonished. They wondered what was it that so wonderfully influenced Paul. Paul says that he was a spectacle to the world. This was what moved his strong, and intense love for the Lord Jesus. He said, “yea, doubtless, I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord. And he gives this reason why he even gloried in his sufferings for Christ sake. It was because the love of God was shed abroad in his heart, by the Holy Ghost. Rom. 5:5. This expression seems to imply that he sensibly felt that holy affection, sweetly and powerfully spread in his soul, like some precious, fragrant ointment. And how does he triumph in his love to Christ in the midst of his sufferings! Rom. 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors, through him that hath loved us. Paul lived in a day when Christianity was greatly despised. Yet he was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. In those days it was a shameful thing to be a Christian, a follower and worshipper of a poor, crucified man. Christians were looked upon as fools, and were derided and mocked. This was a great temptation to Christians to be ashamed of the gospel. Before Paul was a Christian, he had a great reputation among his own countrymen. But yet Paul was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ anywhere, or before any person. He was not ashamed of it among his own countrymen, the Jews, before their rulers, and scribes, and great men, but he boldly professed it, and confronted them in their opposition. Paul mentions those that had a form of religion, as persons of whom Timothy needed to be chiefly aware of. Persecution is necessary but how can we love and pray for, and do good to those who despitefully use us? How can we overcome evil with good? All who live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution. Not that I affirm, all are persecuted to the same degree. This would be contrary both to scripture and experience. But though all Christians are not really called to suffer every kind of persecution. And some may live in more peaceful times of the church than others, yet all Christians, in all ages, will find by their own experience, that, whether they act in a private or public capacity, they must, in some degree or other, suffer persecution. 

Not all who are persecuted are real Christians. Many sometimes suffer, and are persecuted, on other accounts rather than for righteousness sake. There is the cost of reigning with Christ. Many will not go this way. Therefore, we must be awake! We are living in a day where there is such a great disrespect and contempt for the things of Christ our Lord. 

Are we resolved to live godly in Christ Jesus, no matter what the consequence will be? Or, are we only stony-ground hearers? Do we receive the word with joy; but, when persecution arises because of the word, we immediately are offended? 

How many have put their hands to the plough, and afterwards have shamefully looked back? Paul said to Timothy, 2Ti 1:14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep. That good thing is none other than the word of God that the Apostle Paul preached and gave unto Timothy and to us. 2Ti 1:14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. Then chapter 2; 2Ti 2:1Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast heard of me. Paul continues to reaffirm, the message that you have learned from me; this is what you must stand for; this is what you must pursue in your own life. The thing that we must do is pursue the word of God. The storm has been gathering for some time. We must run that we may obtain! But it will cost us something. It will cost us earnestness to climb the hills of difficulty. It will cost us tears and great care in going down the Valley of Humiliation. It will cost many fears when we traverse the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Salvation in every way (past, present, and future) is the gift of God, and there is nothing we can do to purchase it; at the same time certain consequences will flow from it. There are some of us right now that are going through the midst of a battle and we wonder, where did it come from. It came from a supernatural place. How long will it last? As long as God will allow it. How am I going to get through it. We will get through because the hand of God is not going to leave us nor forsake you. God will make a way where there seems to be no way! He is a God that answers prayer! He is my Father who delivers me from every heavy burden! He is my God who can do the impossible. I don’t know what burden you are carrying today or what battle you are in. I know you are in a battle because you are breathing. But I know this for certain. Your battle is not exclusively yours. The battle belongs to the Lord! Thank God for the mountains, and the valleys, and the storms, that He has brought us through. If we never had a problem, how would we know whether God could solve them. We can trust in Jesus. Not just to make till Monday, but that we can declare the goodness of God in the land of the living! Amen!
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