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For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 2 Timothy 4:6-8. These words by the Apostle Paul were written to Timothy, whom he had brought to the faith, by the preaching of the Gospel of Christ. In this are many things of great concern both for instruction, comfort, and edification. Paul’s words here are a continuation of the verses before. It is an exhortation to Timothy to be constant and faithful to preach the word, whether in or out of season, reproving, rebuking, and exhorting with all long-suffering and doctrine; and that because of that ungodly spirit that would possess professors after he was gone. For the time will come, saith he, that they will not endure sound doctrine, neither sound reproof, nor sound trial of their state and condition by the Word, but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears. Acts 20:29-31states; For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also, of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years, I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

What was Paul telling us? Do not swerve or turn aside from the Gospel as Paul stated in 2Ti 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. For I am now ready to be offered. This instruction to Timothy, that he should continue watchful, and abide faithful in his calling for it was time for Paul to be put to death for the Gospel. Paul suffered at the hands of wicked men. But this should not discourage us to live from a full and faithful walk with God. Paul, encourages us; 2Ti 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. And in another place, 1Th 3:3 That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. Then again, 2Ti 1:8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the Gospel according to the power of God. 

This is encouragement to those in the storm or the dark mile. Paul knew the dark mile. There is a message that is dear to my heart. It is about two preachers traveling and they spent the summer in Scotland. They were walking through the mountains and came to a small inn in the Scottish hills. That area was covered with many lakes. They remarked to the innkeeper about the beauty of the lakes and the innkeeper said the most beautiful of all lakes is further down the road. You should see it if you can. The two asked the innkeeper how to get to it. The innkeeper pulled out a map and showed them the way. But they asked isn’t there a shorter way? He said, yes, but no one ever takes it by choice. They enquired why no one takes it by choice? The innkeeper said, it is known by the dark mile. It is everything the name implies. You will go through a deep narrow cavern. There will be times you can hardly walk for the fallen rocks and water drips there all the time. It is very slippery. It will become so dark that in broad day light you will be able to look up and see the stars. You must be very careful. The two decided to go the way of the dark mile. They found it every bit what the innkeeper described and more. But after walking through the darkness and looking up, they saw the stars; and then they came to an opening. There before them shimmering like a jewel in the sun was the most tremendous lake beautifully cradled which words could not describe. Right then they realized they would not have appreciated what they saw if they had not gone by way of the dark mile.

We are on the journey of life, our journey is determined by our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. There is only one way, one door, one savior, and one truth. It is Jesus Christ! On this journey we can have the best that God has or we can miss it. Jesus said, Mt 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Some would say that these verses just mean going to hell or heaven, but they have a deeper meaning. As Christians, we know there is a Broadway and some Christians follow that. They want the easy way. There is the narrow way and few follow that. Today when trials come, some refuse the way of dark mile and miss the wonderful sweet fellowship of the Lord Jesus Christ? Within this dark mile we have the unsearchable riches in Christ now and eternity. The price to live in a lotus land of ease if God offers us something else, is very high. The price will cost us if we choose the easy way (Broadway) instead of God’s way. The purpose of God to one life is the same to another; to be conformed to His Son. Jesus pointed out two ways that we can go. The Christian makes the choice of a Broadway or a narrow way. Note that statement! No one takes it by choice! God will enable us to do anything He requires of us but many refuse. Why did Israel crucify Christ? It was because they were blind to one side of the prophetic utterances. When they read the prophesies, they only saw the glory side of their Messiah. They did not realize that Jesus must make atonement for their sin. Jesus had to fulfill all the prophetic utterances concerning His sufferings, and His crucifixion. There were two sides to it. The Christian has two sides. It is true that we have a life that is joyous and full of glory. Paul tells us not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer together with Him. That is the greater privilege. Ro 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. Paul knew Timothy was facing hardship and suffering; Timothy God is leading you and He is in this! He wants you to go by way of the dark mile. But if you deny Him the right to lead you that way; He will have to deny you the right to rule and reign.

There was only one way that God could give Job twice as much. He had to go by way of the dark mile. Job didn’t want that way and none of us really do. The Bible teaches us that if we are going to be joint heirs with Jesus Christ, we will suffer with Him. Some ministries today want us to believe coming to Christ means a life of ease and plenty. If you have a trial, they think something is wrong with you. They do not know how to interpret the word of God. Think of Abraham; after all of those years of waiting for a son and then when his son was at the age that he could have such sweet fellowship with him, God said, take thy son, thine only son whom thou lovest and take that boy to mount Moriah and offer him. That should bring tears to our eyes; what a dark mile! Our Savior went by way of the dark mile. Christ’s whole life was filled with suffering. The longer Christ was in the world, the more men saw and hated Him. Think of the time of His agony in the garden. Agony signifies an earnest strife, such as when wrestling, running, or fighting. Think of the sufferings of Christ on the cross. Isa 53:10 says; Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him. Why did it please God? Jesus represented all of the sin and unrighteousness. God’s delighted in getting rid of sin and Satan. He did that at the cross! Many suppose the stripes by the Roman soldiers healed us. But there is no redemption in those stripes. The stripes we were healed are those which God smote Jesus. Isaiah says, He was smitten of God. It was God’s judgment stripes, and because of that, we are healed, spirit, soul, and body not just our physical body. We cannot imagine how His body was beaten, and the very ground under Him filled with blood. It had been forced through His pores through the violence of His agony. He endured sufferings in His soul which were even greater. But in all of this, we see the wonderful strength of the love of Christ to us who were once sinners. That love to us was the strength to carry Him through that agony. Through this, we see the darkest of miles, the journey of Christ on this earth. But it is was for the joy that was set before Him.
Paul indicates to Timothy three expressions, “I have fought a good fight;” “I have finished my course;” “I have kept the faith.” Then the reward he should have from Christ, together with all those that love the appearing of the Lord. Paul went through many a dark mile. Remember when Paul was stoned to death and he said; 2Co 12:2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. Then in Ac 22:24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him. 25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? Paul went through so many dark miles. He calls them; 2Co 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

What is it to be offered and to be ready to be offered. This seems to point to some of the sacrifices of Old Testament. He tells Timothy that his death for the Gospel is both sweet to God, and of great profit to the church. It was for Christ, His church and for the truth. The word of God is so important to us! Here his death was a sacrifice, and an acceptable offering to God. In Col 1:24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church. He said, Phil 2:17 if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy and rejoice with you all. 

It was the dark mile for Paul; he hazard his life for the all-encompassing work of Christ, which is a sweet savor to God. Paul defended and preserved the Gospel for us! Phil 1:17. I am set, said Paul, for the defense of the gospel, and my sufferings have fallen out for the furtherance of it. The Gospel also got more by Paul’s contentions, sufferings, and hazards for it. Paul’s dark mile was for the Gospel’s sake. It was so that the truth of the Gospel might be continued with us. 2Ti 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It was so the gospel may be preserved. 
The sufferings of the saints are of a redeeming virtue; for, by their patient enduring and giving their lives for the word, they recover the truths of God that have been buried in Antichristian rubbish. Rev 12:11 They overcame, the beast, by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death. They overcame him and recovered the truth from under his accusations, and delivered it from all its enemies. David said, Psa 12:6 The words of the Lord are as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. What is this furnace but the body of the saints of God, in which the Word is tried, as by fire in persecution, purified seven times. The fire or the dark mile is one place the Gospel was cleansed. It purified in these earthen furnaces, and so the Gospel is delivered to us. The light of Gospel today shines brighter than the noon day sun. 

The judgment that is made of our sufferings by carnal men is nothing; but there is glory in these afflictions. They judge according to the flesh, according to outward appearance. Though to suffer for sin does not bring God pleasure, yet to those that suffer for righteousness, brings favor of God. It is by way of the dark mile! It must endure with patience for God and His Word. Believe that those things that are both shame and dishonor to others, are glory and honor to thee. It was Paul’s glory to suffer for Christ. He was counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. Paul most gladly, would rather glory in his infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon him. Therefore, he took pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. 

What it is to be ready to be offered up? Think of the readiness that was continually in the heart of those that hated Paul, to destroy him for the Gospel. Paul was ready and willing always to embrace the cross for the Word’s sake. Paul knew that this readiness was in his enemies to kill him. He cried out to Timothy, saying, make thou full proof of thy ministry, for I am now ready to be offered. This was Paul’s cup, even the cup of affliction and persecution; it is not in the hand of the enemy, but in the hand of God; and He, not they, poureth out of the same Psa 75:8. This should encourage us when threatened by our adversaries, and when we go through the dark mile, because they are on a short chain. They are ready in their wills to destroy us, but as to power and liberty to do it, that is not at all with them. It is God that is in control! Who would fear to go, even by the very nose of a lion, if chained by the Mighty hand of God. For He will not suffer us to be harmed.

Fears for the loss of property, liberty, or life, would be terrible. But nothing should keep us from the truth of the Gospel. We must put on the whole armor of God, that we may be ready, as the blessed Apostle Paul was ready; I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. In another place he expounds it. I am ready, not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. Neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God. As the enemies, then, were ready and willing in their hearts, so he was ready and willing in his. So, Be strong and of a good courage dear friends, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Even as we go by the way of the dark mile; Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him! Oh, the beauty, we will see at the end of the dark mile! Face to Face like a Jewel glistening in the sun, Jesus!

