1Corinthians 12 October 9, 2025
Christendom today has missed the meaning and practicality of chapter 12. Many speak that the gifts are no longer for today. This chapter is about the gifts of the Spirit and there are nine of them. The members of the Godhead are God the Father, The Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ and they have all given gifts unto men: God the Father gave His only begotten Son John 3:16: The Spirit of Truth given in John 14:16,17; 16:13 Jesus gave the Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers - Ephesians 4: 11: The Holy Spirit has given us  Gifts of the Spirit: The Word of Wisdom: The Word of Knowledge: The Gift of Faith: The Gifts of Healing: The Working of Miracles: Prophecy: Discerning of spirits: Divers Kinds of Tongues: The Interpretation of Tongues in I Corinthians 12:8-10. Each of these gifts are necessary today, in order for maturity and growth that the Apostle Paul speaks of throughout his writings. 1Co 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. It should be translated, “concerning spirituals.” There are righteous godly spirituals and there are satanic spirituals. Satan is also a spirit and he can influence people which is seen all through the scriptures. Paul says concerning spirituals, I would not have you ignorant. Some people have just gotten rid of all of the spirituals. 

God has never done that. God intends and teaches us to separate the one from the other. Again in Corinthians, Paul is setting the Church in order. That is why he is telling us these things. 1Co 12:2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. What led them and how were they carried away? By Satanic spirituals. There is a satanic spiritual spirit in this world and so many things done in our day are because of satanic influences. The word dumb means voiceless, a mute by nature or choice. There is a satanic influence in this world today. He is called the god of this world. For example in the Old Testament in Nu 31:16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the LORD. That verse tells us that it was Balaam the false prophet or these spirituals that led Israel away from the Lord. Satan still has these spirituals that are leading people away from the Lord. And he will use Christians. What better place to get satanic recruits than the pulpit? Take care what we listen too. Then there is a satanic spiritual behind every ungodly religion, those that deny Christ. That is Satan offering a counterfeit. He has done that down through the ages. 

So Paul is writing this chapter concerning spirituals, I would not have you ignorant. Paul wants to instruct us of the difference in spirituals. He wanted us to learn what is right and what is wrong. 1Co 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. The first way you can tell that something is not right. No man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: It is by men’s attitude toward Christ. If men deny Christ, it tells you right at the outset that they are not right. The Jewish people were God’s chosen people, but the major thing that is wrong with the Jewish religion is that it denies Christ. And without Christ, men can’t be saved. And any other religion around the world, if it denies Christ, it is an ungodly religion. Further, no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. There is a twofold meaning here. First of all, it is the power of the Holy Ghost that convicts a person to bring him to Christ. There is no way that a person can be saved unless he is convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit. That is the Holy Spirit’s job. That is what Jesus said in Joh 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: A person doesn’t even know he is a sinner until the Holy Ghost shows him. It is the Holy Ghost that witnesses Christ. So Paul says, no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Take that a step further. In our practical walk as a Christian, we must take Christ as our personal Lord. Unless He is our Headship and the Lordship in our lives; we cannot obtain that place except through the power of the Holy Ghost. It is the Holy Spirit that brings us to that place where we are submissive unto the Lord. Herein V3, Paul lays down a principle for discerning matters regarding spiritual gifts. We must judge things by how they relate to Jesus Christ. Does a spiritual gift glorify Jesus? Does it promote the true Jesus or a false one? Many times we have heard someone prophesy, but they call or point the attention to themselves rather than glorifying the Lord. Jesus made it plain, saying that when the Holy Spirit would come, He will testify of Me (John 15:26), and He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you (John 16:14). The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not to promote Himself or any man, but to glorify and represent Jesus. 

The true ministry of the Holy Spirit will be according to the nature of Jesus. It seems amazing that the Corinthians needed instructing on what was being uttered by any one speaking in the Spirit of God. There were persons who were carried away by speaking in tongues and Paul would not leave this unchecked and unpunished. The so-called leaders in Corinth would not call any one to task for things spoken that they thought were supernatural. That happens in some churches today. Things are spoken of and they are allowed. Paul was gentle, but firm as he wanted to teach these people concerning the spirituals whether they be of God or not. In church meetings today, people are not taught the correct way. We must follow Paul to set the church in order. It is not to be harsh. We are to follow scripture in regards to these things that Paul is teaching. 1Co 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. Here is an outline of the rest of this chapter of what is contained here. There are three (3) persons in the godhead, The Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. V7-11 gives us the responsibilities of the Holy Spirit. That is, He distributes the gifts. This goes with V4. 1Co 12:4 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. V12-27 goes with V5. 1Co 12:5 And there are differences of administrations, (or ministries) but the same Lord. 

This is the responsibility of Jesus Christ which is defined in V12-27. 1Co 12:6 And there are diversities of operations, (or activities) but it is the same God which worketh all in all. This is the responsibility and the work of the Father and that is defined in V28-31. So Paul tells of the Trinity that is combined in our spiritual welfare and wellbeing. So the first of this in V4, there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. Those gifts are defined again in V11. There are nine of them. 1Co 12:5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. The gifts can be broken down in three ways. The Gifts of Revelation and those include a word of knowledge; a word of wisdom; and discerning of spirits. There are three gifts of the Spirit that are classified as gifts of revelation.  All of these are very well separated by God. They are not a hodgepod. Then the gifts of power; The gifts of faith; the gifts of healing; and the work of miracles. The vocal gifts;  the gift of tongues; the interpretation of tongues; and prophesy. The dominant purpose is to know God’s word. All “revelation” must be measured against the Scripture. 

The key to the genuine manifestation of both Wisdom and Knowledge is that they contain “specific” information. For example: It is a specific supernatural revelation by the Holy Ghost which could be given in a sermon preached. It is very specific.1Co 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. These nine gifts are an outward manifestation of the power of the Holy Ghost that is within us. This verse tells us that every person that is filled with the power of the Holy Ghost will receive at least one gift. Notice given to every Spirit filled man. Being filled is after the order of Acts 2. They were filled with the Holy Ghost and they spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance. Speaking in tongues initially does not mean they actually have the gift of tongues. Speaking in tongues is just the sign that God gave. It shows that a person has surrendered to the point of being filled with the Spirit. If a person is filled with the Holy Spirit, that person really needs to know what gift or gifts God has given him. Some people are operating one these gifts and they don’t even know it. 1Co 12:8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; The ministry gifts given to the Church by our Lord Jesus Christ is found in Eph 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Then the gifts that God the Father gave unto us is found in John 3:16; John 14:16. His Son, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the operational gifts of Romans 12:6-8 prophecy, serving, teaching, exhortation, giving, ruling, and mercy. The Father gave us His Son, Jesus Christ and The Comforter, The Holy Ghost to lead us into all truth Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Joh 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; The gifts of this chapter are distributed and given by the Holy Ghost for the purpose of edification. To profit withal V7. 1Co 12:8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; (This should be a word of wisdom not “the”) to another the a word of knowledge (a not “the”)  by the same Spirit. A word of knowledge and a word of wisdom interact one with the other. The key to a word of knowledge is specific. Some say they had a word of knowledge and often times it is generic. A word of knowledge in scripture is very specific, and it does not mean that thus sayeth the Lord and I am going to tell you something specific about your life. 

That is not what a word of knowledge is. More often than not, a word of knowledge actually comes forth the ministry of a sermon or a lesson or something like that. It can be very specific. I am talking about things that are specific to your life at any given moment and only the Holy Ghost knows what that is. I have heard of more than one person when they have heard a message preached and go to the preacher and say that was just for me and that is exactly right. God hit the nail right on the head. There were certain things that they were wondering about and God came out with a word of knowledge and specifically gave them the answers to their questions. It can also happen in a conversation about certain things only to find out that the following sermon, God enlarges on it and the person that gave out the message wasn’t even party to the conversation. Who knew about that? The power of the Holy Ghost. That is a word of knowledge and it is very specific. A word of knowledge is very specific and not a general thing.  A word of wisdom – Once you have the knowledge, what do you do with it? If God gives specific knowledge, what do you do with it? 

Joseph had a word of wisdom after he told Pharaoh that you are going to have 7 good years and 7 years of famine; Joseph said Pharaoh here is what you need to do. You need to take a certain percentage of all of the crops during the 7 years of plenty and build granaries as we would say. Store it up during the 7 good years so you can dispense it out in the7 bad years. That’s wisdom.  A person who has a word of wisdom is able to give specific instruction as to the exact path that a person should take. It doesn’t mean that we go to someone and say the Lord told me to tell you this. It simply means we give out God’s word and the wisdom is there and it is pointed in the right direction. It could happen in sermon when a person listens to it. They know exactly what God intends for them to do. That is a word of wisdom; not some general thing that might work or it might not. Another example of specifics is: Joseph of the Old Testament is a wonderful example of a person who had a word of knowledge. Remember the dreams that he had and he did this more than once. He told the butler what was going to happen in three days. He took that dream and he interpreted that and he gave very specific knowledge such as in three days you are going to be restored to your butlership. 

The baker had a dream and the interpretation was that in three days you are going to be hanged. Now you can’t get any more specific than that. Then what about Pharaoh, he also had a dream; 7 cows come up and the dream was repeated twice and Joseph said alright the number 7 is 7 years of plenty and then 7 years of famine. This is specific. Since these dreams came to you right away; it is going to happen right now; it doesn’t mean they are going to happen some day; it will happen right away, immediately. 1Co 12:9  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; We know that God intends for all of us to have faith. But there are some people that have a special gift of faith to do certain things. For example Moses didn’t cross the Red Sea every day, but God gave him faith to do it that day. There all sorts of miracles like that that God gave faith for. Elijah who called fire down from heaven. 

Now he didn’t do that every day, but God gave them the faith to do it at that time. Notice it is gifts of healing; we are a three-fold being; spirit, soul and body. God gave gifts of healing! There are people who are very skillful; God has given them that special faith or that special ability, gifts of healing to minister to the emotions; to minister to the spirit. There are people who have gifts to minister to the interpersonal relationships; gifts of healing. These are special gifts from God and some have this wonderful gift and ability from God. We are to believe and walk by faith. That is the way that the church is supposed to be. But many today do it by fund raisers, or pledges, twisting peoples arms in order to get them to contribute to one program or another. If a program is of God, God will give the faith to the person in order to support it. For that reason, I believe there are Churches across America that are in debt so far up to their neck it is sad. God didn’t intend that. That is not faith. If there is something that we need and we can’t do it; who owns the cattle on a thousand hills? Men are given faith in order to meet those needs. A person with the gift of faith, the works that they can do are just legion and some people have this special gift of faith by the same Spirit. 1Co 12:10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: Elisha is a wonderful prophet when it comes to miracles. He did twice as many as Elijah did. Such as making an axe swim; the manna from heaven is a miracle, the water from the rock is a miracle. Prophecy is very important gift. Some people look at prophecy as just foretelling of future events and that is not so. 

Prophecy is for edification, exhortation, and comfort. People may hear prophecy and they don’t even realize it because people are unassuming or modest or humble in giving it out. This is the way that God intended it. Sermons and teaching of a lesson can be prophecy. Just people talking back and forth one with another can be prophesy, why? Because if you are edified, exhorted, and comforted, that is prophesy. God has given some people that kind of gift. Prophesy fits in with a word of knowledge and a word of wisdom; it is very specific. If a person is going to prophesy and you will find it all the way through scripture, you will find how specific God is in His prophesy. It is very precise and very specific and that is what prophesy does. Prophesy meets the very specific needs of people in order to comfort them. You don’t comfort a person by patting them on the head and telling them it is going to be alright. But we give them something specific to help. And then to another discerning of spirits. People get this wrong all the time. God didn’t give any the ability to read another person’s mind. Some call it discernment; there is no such gift. Jesus could do that but nobody else could or can’t today. Discerning of spirits is likened unto the sense of smell. 

It tells you something is wrong even when you cannot see it and even when you cannot feel it. We need discerning of spirits in the body of Christ today because, there is so much down below the surface that you just can’t put your finger on it and yet these people who have discerning of spirits, they know something is wrong. Discerning of spirits is discerning a spirit that is not of God. Is it a spirit of righteousness or a spirit of unrighteousness? Sometimes people do the right thing for the wrong reason. Discerning of spirits can often discover that before it ever comes out. Then in V10 ….. ; to another divers kinds of tongues; it means what it says different kinds of tongues. On the day of Pentecost they spoke in tongues. Speaking by the Spirit of God they spoke with other tongues in languages that could be understood. Every person who is filled with the power of the Holy Ghost is going to speak with tongues. God gave tongues for a reason. James tells us that the tongue is the unruly member. When God has the tongue under control, He has the whole vessel under control. This is the manifestation that God uses and that God ordained to show that the person is absolutely submissive to Him. It shows that God has complete control of the body; when God can control the tongue, it means that God can control that entire vessel. 

Jesus said himself, Mt 12:34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. When God has the heart under control, He can control the tongue. That’s why God uses tongues as the sign of the infilling is because that shows Him; He has absolute control over this vessel. He can do anything that He wants to with it. That is not only true of speaking in other tongues. If God can control our native tongue, He has absolute control of every part of the body. Every person that is filled with the Holy Spirit will experience that sign of speaking in tongues but not every person is necessarily going to get the gift of speaking in tongues. That is why you may find a person that speaks in tongues when they are filled with the power of the Holy Ghost and they may never speak in tongues again. Some have been condemned that over the years. They say they are not submitting or yielding to the Lord or you’re not spiritual. Then V10…….to another the interpretation of tongues. Paul goes into this in detail in Chap 14 because there was such a misuse of the gifts. Paul says if a person is going to speak in tongues, he needs to pray so that he can interpret. If I come to you speaking a language you don’t understand, it doesn’t edify you at all. 

In order for the rest of the body to be edified, that message in tongues has to be interpreted. That is why God gave the gift of interpreting tongues so that it can be interpreted so that everyone will understand what was said. 1Co 14:5  I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying. 1Co 12:11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. It is up to the power of the Holy Ghost which gifts we are given. In another place Paul tells us to covet earnestly the best gifts. So which one of the gifts is the best? Who can put one above the other? All of the gifts are important. The Holy Ghost gives them severally as He will for a reason. We are given a certain place in the body of Christ and the gifts are given to us as an individual to fulfill our place in the body of Christ. There were two gifts that were given exclusively to the Church, they are tongues and interpretation. You will not find anyone of these in the Old Testament speaking in tongues under the power and influence of the Spirit and you will not find anyone interpreting. Those two gifts were given exclusively to the Church in addition to the other seven. These seven can be found and they are clearly defined there in the Old Testament.

1Co 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. So also is Christ, is a profound statement. Paul said earlier in Ch 6:17, he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit. This shows our personal union with Christ. But these words announce the oneness of the whole Church with Christ and declare us inseparably to be the Christ in mystery. Literally, So also is the Anointed One. The Assembly is His body, the fullness of Him. Paul does not put an undo emphasis on the gifts. What Paul is emphasizing is that we use those gifts to fulfill our place in the body of Christ. Does God only give one gift? Not necessarily. 1Co 12:12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, notice the word “for” which points right back to v11; he divides to every man severally as he will. Why? Because as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. These gifts are given for the distinct purpose of enabling a person to function in his place in the body of Christ. We are all one body in Christ working together. Every part of the body is essential. 1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit are (this word are should be were) we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

It was at the day of Pentecost when we were baptized into one body. Compare with Lu 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:  And compare with Ac 1:5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. Made to drink into one Spirit is the individual infilling of the Holy Spirit. Compare with Joh 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) As a person drinks, it is the Holy Spirit that gives him the gifts severally as He wills. 1Co 12:14 For the body is not one member, but many. All of these gifts are necessary. So often people want the vocal gifts; they want to be heard. 

Notice in 1Co 12:15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. These different parts of the body seem to correspond to some of these various gifts. For example the foot seems to be an expression of the gift of faith. In other words stepping out by faith. Like Moses stepped out by faith and he was willing to come down and step in the responsibility of bringing the children of Israel out of Egypt. There were others like Gideon stepped out by faith and did what God wanted him to do. The hand is a wonderful expression of the working of miracles for example laying hands on people for healing. The eyes are a wonderful expression of the gift of revelation. That is the revelation of light, the knowledge, and then the mysteries of God. The ear is a real good reference to prophecy; one who hears the voice of the Lord and of course he is faithful to speak out what God gives to him. 

I love that phrase in Samuel; 1Sa 9:15 Now the LORD had told Samuel in his ear a day before Saul came, saying, 1Sa 9:16 Tomorrow about this time I will send thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may save my people out of the hand of the Philistines: for I have looked upon my people, because their cry is come unto me. Samuel’s ear was tuned to the voice of God. How desperately we need people whose ears are in tune with what God is wanting to say and give forth. Then the nose; this is one of the most priceless gifts there are because this one is discerning of spirits. It is the nose that is able to detect something that you can’t see. You really can’t hear it; often times it is down below. It is like smelling gas and you know it’s there and if you don’t warn somebody maybe the whole neighborhood might blow. Discerning of spirits corresponds with the sense of smell. With this one there is no tangible evidence; everyone can’t smell it; or everyone doesn’t know it is there; sometimes people feel this in their spirit; they know something is wrong. Sometimes they become people who are very vocal and they begin to sound the alarm and people don’t appreciate it. Often times they are blamed but you will find so often what they say actually is happening around us. 

If people had listened before it all began to come down, a lot of heartache could have been avoided. But sometimes people don’t want to listen to those that have this gift of discerning of spirits. They are the ones that have a good nose. We need them because satanic influence and fleshly influence are so rampant in the Church today. What God did was take all of these gifts and put them together and made the whole. There is not one of us that is whole and complete in himself. There is not one of us that can say I don’t have any need of you. Every member of the body needs the other members of the body of Christ. It doesn’t matter who we are or how much authority we think we have; we all need the other members of the body in order to complete the whole body. Notice Paul gives two different sides to this. V15 and 16 is the attitude concerning self. We are going to have to take our place and not discount ourselves. V21 is our attitude concerning others. 1Co 12:21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 1Co 12:22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 


In other words, I need you. 1Co 12:23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked: *** This means that God may give some prominent gifts to people that are rather unclear. They are not always out in the open. They feel rather uncomely and off in the background, yet God’s gives them gifts to bring them out. He gives more abundant honour to that part which lacked. 1Co 12:25 That there should be no schism (flaw) in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. Notice that Paul is still battling the same old attitude in the Corinthians. They had no need of anyone. They were so rich in themselves that they just did not need anybody. And so it even showed up in these gifts of the Spirit. When one part of the body hurts, it hurts all of the  body. 1Co 12:26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. We should be able to feel the difficulties and the hurts of other people. Then sometimes people are so full of themselves, if someone else is honored, then they feel so jealous and they feel so mistreated. We ought to be rejoicing with that member that is being honored. 1Co 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

When Paul says, members in particular, he means every one of them are necessary. Yes, we are individuals. But there are no useless members. God placed us in the body for a reason. V28 lists the official places in the body. 1Co 12:28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. This is not simply the gifts; it points out official places in the body; now the gifts enter in here, but these are the official places in the Church. God hath set some in the church, first apostles which means sent one, but all apostles do not have the same authority. There was only one chief apostle and that was the apostle Paul and then there were other Church apostles. But I want to look at helps because it is so important in the Church today. It means those who hold and support. These are the pillars and they may not be prominent and vocal but boy they are pillars of faith. They are those people who stand regardless like those that held up Moses’ arms. Then there are governments and it means wise council and they are so valuable as councilors. They understand the word of God. Then there are diversities of tongues. There are those in the meeting that have been given this office of the gift of tongues. 

1Co 12:29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? The answer to V29 and 30 is no. Everyone does not have that. If everyone had all of these, we wouldn’t need each other. But it takes everybody to make the collective whole. 1Co 12:31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. This is so important for every believer. But covet earnestly the best gifts; what is the best gift? The best gifts means the gifts he gives us to function in our place. The place that God has given me in the Body. I need to pray that God would give me the gift that will make me function to the utmost there. No matter what that is. Covet the best gifts for us. Covet meaning warmth of feeling for; or best (stronger) so we see the gift that God has given to us individually is the one that burns stronger within us. So that we should have a warmth or the feeling for it. Now Paul was not obsessed with gifts. Covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 


The more excellent way, he begins immediately 1Co 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, (love) I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. Love is the more excellent way. If we are going to operate the gifts of the Spirit, but they must be operated form a motivation of divine love. 1Co 13:2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity (love), I am nothing. Operation of the gifts of the Spirit do not make a person spiritual nor do they mean that he is spiritual. The gifts can be operated by spiritual people, but it does not mean that a person is spiritual if he operates it. The key is divine love. If we are controlled and motivated by divine love this is what makes us spiritual. The more excellent way that Paul speaks of in V. 31 is Divine love
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