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Chapter 5 is one of the most painful and difficult chapters in Scripture, as far as morality and immorality and Church discipline are concerned. There is a need for Church discipline in areas like this. Chapter 5 gives us the principals of Church discipline. The Corinthian assembly was guilty of Spiritual fornication. Then there was fornication among them, and such that one should have his father's wife. This was done openly and blatantly with no attempt to correct it. 1Co 5:1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. It is reported commonly; so Paul was not going on hearsay or a rumor going around. It was a common thing open to everybody to see. They were not even trying to hide what they were doing. Even it was not named among the Gentiles. The Gentiles were these uncircumcised, and they were certainly more along the lines of barbarians as far as the Jews were concerned, they would never have anything like this going on. Is not so much as named means, does not even exist. 1Co 5:2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. Note: This is something that goes deeper, it is spiritual fornication.

Paul was not just correcting this man for doing such a thing, but Paul was correcting the Corinthian Church themselves. It stems from them having the wrong attitude concerning this sin. When something like this is happening, the last thing we need is someone who is puffed up and arrogant. This is the same wrong attitude that the Church has taken in regard to homosexuality. Instead of teaching the word of God, they have embraced the sin and allowed it. These Corinthians were not guilty of such a sin themselves but they had the knowledge of the sin right in front of them. 1Co 5:2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned. The mourning or the grieving here should have been because that man was required to be put away. What this man was doing in the natural, the Corinthians were doing in the spiritual. This guilt of spiritual fornication is taking a headship that does not belong to him. It belongs only to Christ. The Corinthians were glorying in the fact that they were not guilty. They thought they were better than those people. This is why the Corinthians should have been mourning instead they were puffed up and saying we aren’t guilty of any such thing. 

They thought they were completely separated when they should have been grieved because this man was going to have to be disciplined. He would have to be put away. This is the strictest form of discipline that scripture calls for and that is that a person should be dis-fellowshipped. In our day it seems like it is happening way too often. They are placing another head over the Lord Jesus. It is the grievous and weighty thing and it must be done right and for the right reasons. 1Co 5:2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. They should be grieving because there is the need that it should be done in the first place. And why are we to weep? Some of the Corinthians might say. Because the reproach hath made its way even unto the whole body of the Church. And what good are we to get by our weeping? That such an one should be taken away from you. When a person is dis-fellowshipped, the whole body should weep for that brother. Instead what happens today? People will say well he was always that way. He was a complainer. They will kick someone out for disagreeing with error. While all the time homosexuality is allowed. The body hurts when one member is displaced. They should weep. 
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We are all connected, but too often it’s just good ridden. The name of this man is not even mentioned. But we will see later on how Paul allows this man to be restored. Yes, the Corinthians were glorying in the fact that they were not guilty. What this man was doing in the natural, the Corinthians were doing in the spiritual.  The guilty person of fornication here is taking a headship that does not belong to him. It belongs only to Christ. The word fornication means harlotry or idolatry. If we go through scripture we can see where God called out Israel more than once for their idolatry. They were committing fornication against God. They were taking a headship that did not belong to them. This sin of this man must be judged by the word of God. All things must be done in order of the word of God. Paul instructed them to deal with the offender by putting him away from their fellowship and turn him over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. 1Co 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ.  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ is the first thing that must take place if punishment was going to be done. Paul was insistent that this be dealt with and it has to be in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This means that men must look to Christ as the head rather than unto men if they are going to accomplish this. They must believe the Lord Jesus Himself who is the head of the body for the authority to accomplish what they are going to have to do. 1Co 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and here is a very important point, they must be gathered together with Paul’s spirit. What is Paul’s spirit? Paul’s spirit is not an attitude of revenge, or hate, or malice, or getting even. 2Co 2:8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. 9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. In these verses Paul’s spirit comes out loud and clear. From the beginning, Paul did not want to get rid of this man. Men today want to get rid of such a person and that is not what God said to do. Paul said from the beginning, that this man should be restored. He wanted the Corinthians to able to show their love to this man. Paul says my spirit is of grace and divine love and it is a spirit that demands that this man be put away until he learns his lesson. But the idea is that he will eventually learn that lesson and he is not to be cut off indefinitely or eternally. Then notice, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We do not have the power to do what they did in 1Co 5:5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. This cannot be done without the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul imagines himself as standing with them in the spirit, and joining with the assembly of the Church, and armed with the authority of Christ, to pronounce this on the offender. In V3 Paul said, that he had judged already. Was this against what we have been taught about judging. Is Paul disobeying what Jesus said in matt 7:1-5 After all, judge not, lest you be judged! Paul is not being disobedient in the slightest way. Jesus’ command in Matthew 7:1-5 forbids judging others by a standard that we ourselves do not want to be judged by. Paul is perfectly willing to apply the same standards to himself that he is applying to the Corinthian Christians. Some judgment is permitted, and some is not. While Christians are not to judge one another’s motives or ministries, we are certainly expected to be honest about each other’s conduct. We certainly can see the fruit that comes out of the mouth and sometimes it is not good or it just may be immature. Paul said, as present with them according to the power of Christ is how he judged. This such power was not just for punishment, but for the possibility of restoration. 2Co 2:8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him.
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9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. This is where Paul wanted to restore this man. People do not have the power to tell someone they can’t come to the assembly any more, but that is not the scriptural dis-fellowship that Paul is talking about here. V5 tells exactly what takes place when a person is dis-fellowshipped. To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh. Not only is a person to be shut out of the assembly and forbidden to come to the assembly, he is to be turned over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. Literally Satan is allowed to inflict punishment on his body. It is that pain that will bring him to repentance. That is what God intends. In Matt 18 there are 7 steps we are instructed to go through in order to get to this place. The seven steps correspond to V5. It is God Himself that will judge those that are without and this man was to be put out as though he was an infidel. He is not actually, but he is to be put out as though he were and God would deal with him as such. Mt 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. It does not say tell it to everyone else. 

The Lord is outlining the principle of grace that is to be followed. Jesus went out to save the lost sheep, not those who think they are good sheep better than the rest. We must show the same spirit in our dealings with others. If people would truly examine themselves, they would first go to their brother before they tell anyone else. Isn’t it first to gain the brother, to win him and hold him in fellowship. Go and show him his fault between thee and him alone. There is no need to expose this to others, no publicity at all; it could be settled in a few minutes between brothers. But now-a-days, this isn’t the way it’s done, the one who has wronged his brother justifies himself. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 

20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. Where is the grace? Grace is the only power over sin. Sin shall not have dominion over you; for you are not under law, but under grace. Grace is not carelessness, but it is sin's conqueror. Grace restores. Yet, sad to say, many who are themselves called grace saints and claim to proclaim its blessings, use the law in treatment of their brother. In this they only show that they only know grace as a beautiful theory. We cannot encourage our brother in holiness by the strength of the law. What is it that people use so often today? They will tell the brother you are legal and you have no love instead of teaching and showing love and the grace way. People can see what our experience is. People should see 2Co 3:2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: This man and others are treated as though they have lost their place in the body of Christ. But here this was a temporary loss. He will at some time repent and acknowledge his failure or he will be cut off or in some definite manner be chastened by the Lord. For where two or three are gathered together unto My Name, there am I in the midst of them. Note the condition, gathered together, fellowship in the Spirit is implied, gathered by the Spirit, to the One Living Head. 
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This is the same thought of discipline expressed by the Apostle Paul, in dealing with that wicked man in I Corinthians 5:3- 5. The sentence was as binding as though Paul was present himself. This was the instruction to the Church in the epistles of Paul and it is for our instruction today.
This man’s body was to be destroyed, but the flesh. It is the carnal influences in him that might be destroyed, or the evil impulses as the Jews called it. When this was destroyed, the body might once more become a temple of the Holy Ghost. That the spirit may be saved. The destruction of the lowest element of our human nature is the salvation of the highest; it is the cutting away of the dead corpse from the living soul. In the day of the Lord; when the Lord should judge the quick and the dead. But notice, they were to disfellowship him and now we understand why they had to have the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. If a person is dis-fellowshipped from an assembly and his flesh is not destroyed according to  V5, it means he was disfellowshipped wrongfully. If he was dis-fellowshipped wrongly, this was based on human emotion. They cannot walk up to anyone no matter how bad the offence maybe, and because we are so angry, say I am going to disfellowship you and turn you over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh. I do not have that power. We must be in one accord with Christ to have that power. Again, Paul's purpose in doing this was to bring this man to repentance. 

The later part of V5 gives us a description of what Paul wanted. 1Co 5:5 ……… that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Paul did not have in mind to have this man eternally destroyed. He wanted him to learn his lesson and that was exactly what happened according to 2Cor 2 where this man was restored. Note: 2Co 2:6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. 7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. 9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. In these verses Paul’s spirit comes out loud and clear. From the beginning, Paul did not want to get rid of this man. Men today want to get rid of a person for any reason and that is not what God said to do. Paul said from the beginning, that this man should be restored. He wanted the Corinthians to able to show their love to this man. Paul is also correcting the Corinthians in this chapter as much as he is correcting this man. 1Co 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? The leaven that he is talking about is not this man. The leaven he is talking about is their attitude. They were puffed up according to the 2nd verse of this chapter.

This puffed-up arrogant condition was only going to get worse in the Corinthians whether this man was around or not. It had to be stopped. The whole lump is corrupted. There is much more that Paul was getting to in this verse. This was also signified that they were the ones who had hindered this man from repenting. Though the offence was his, yet they neglected it. So it has the power to hurt the rest of the body of the Church also. 1Co 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: Paul was not just saying to purge out this man that has done this awful thing. He says purge out the old leaven of maliciousness and conceit in your own life. Once again Paul gives Christ there at the cross as a basis for what we are supposed to be doing in our lives. Paul was writing this about the time of the Passover (Acts 16:8). The most essential of the Jewish regulations, was the absolute putting away, and even destruction, of every trace of leaven, which was diligently sought for the day before the Passover began. 
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The putting away of leaven was a type of sanctification. The old leaven belongs to the unregenerate and unconverted condition. The least little bit of leaven would taint and would work throughout the whole body. As ye are unleavened. Leaven is the type of evil in its secret and corrupting workings. Note: The leaven mentioned isn’t merely yeast, but a pinch of dough left over from the previous batch, as in the making of sourdough bread. This is how bread was commonly leavened in the ancient world. A little pinch of dough from the old lump could make a whole new lump of dough rise and “puff up.” In this way the work of leaven was thought to illustrate the work of sin and pride. The presence of a little can corrupt a large amount. The Passover command to purge the leaven had a health purpose. This method of fermentation, used week after week, increased the danger of infection or food poisoning, so at least once a year, the Israelites started from scratch. Spiritually, when error is preached, it is the equivalent to taking a pinch of the old dough and mixing it with the word of God. Mixture is deadly. That is why Paul said so many places in scripture about sound doctrine. That word sound means healthy doctrine. To purge the leaven spiritually has a health purpose. The danger is spiritual infection or spiritual food poisoning. So mixing the word of God with error is poisonous. 

If I fixed you a wonderful turkey dinner and put arsenic in the pie, a person would eat all that meal and say it is wonderful. But how much pie would you have to eat to become sick. How can the saints keep free from defilement of evil doctrine and practice? Paul gives the answer in 2Corinthians 6:14-18. 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? Paul is talking about a love for the Gospel message of which Paul is the representative. He says, 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: What he is talking about is other ministers that had come and they were preaching a gospel that was contrary to the message that the Apostle Paul delivered. The unbeliever does not necessarily mean that they had never accepted Christ. It does mean that they did not believe and preach all of the message of the grace of God that the Apostle Paul did. We find this same division in Christendom today. There are many people who have been saved and many who have been filled with the power of the Holy Ghost, but they are still not walking and talking the fullness of light. They have a few things they go over or a few little streams they paddle around in, but there is no real depth of light and life that they are preaching or publishing. 

So Paul says, be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers. Many times this is used in conjunction with marriage and it certainly does apply, but that is not the actual context of how it is given here. Paul is talking about the fellowship that they have with other ministers at his expense. In other words they have chosen the message that others have preached rather than the Gospel message of the Apostle Paul preached. Notice the different points of contrast he makes of the two messages they were hearing. What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? Not all messages that are preached today are righteous messages. Paul was against that type of preaching to the Corinthians, to the Galatians, and to the Hebrews. Law keeping is not a righteous message. Error is not a righteous message, and yet many are preaching these. Then what communion hath light with darkness? Everything that is preached today is not light; it is indeed darkness when the truth is mixed with error. So Paul says, how do you reconcile these two? You are listening to that which is darkness rather than that which is light. 2Co 6:15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
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Belial means worthlessness. There are some messages that do not magnify Christ Himself and that is how we measure a message. Does it magnify Christ or is it promoting and publishing and pushing men and their personalities. Then what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? An infidel means one without faith. Are men preaching a Gospel that begets faith? There is only one Gospel that will do that. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. The word must be preached in order to beget faith. 2Co 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. As Paul stated in 1Co 3:4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? There is only one that we are of and that is Christ. We cannot choose to be identified with some other head rather than the Lord Jesus Christ. 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. Who is He talking about? He is talking about these other religious leaders. Compare this with Re 18:4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

This coming out is out from Catholicism. A coming out from the false Church. We must separate from that which is unclean. Cast out the leaven. We must surrender our lives to God as His habitation. He takes up the residence and He is the one who literally owns and operates our lives. Let Jesus manifest Himself in a practical way in our own experience. So, this is how the saints keep free from defilement of evil doctrine and practice. How do we keep free from leaven.? By taking in the bread of truth. 1Co 5:8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. It is by taking in the pure word of God. The bread he is talking about in 1Co 5:8 ….but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. This means sincerity before God of wanting to do the right thing. Even Paul in 2 Cor 2 had such a difficult time carrying out this type of discipline. This is very hard to do and it must be done with bread of sincerity. That means with an honest and sincere heart before God. Then it must be according to the truth of God’s word. 
1Co 5:9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: We really don’t know how many epistles Paul wrote, but God did not choose to put all of them for us to have and to read. 

1Co 5:10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world. Going out into the world today, we cannot isolate ourselves against all of the wickedness and evil that takes place out in the world. Paul said in order to keep from all of these things, we must go out of the world. To get away from all of this corruption and filth, we do not have to make our lives part of this world to follow the ways of the world. Compare Joh 17:14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 1Co 5:11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. Here is where we have to make the distinction in our own lives. This does not mean whether they come to Church or not. But it does determine the closeness of the relationship that we would have with certain very carnal brethren. We must make that distinction with God’s wisdom as to how we are to conduct ourselves and do that. 
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Notice a key here called a brother be a fornicator; it is vitally important to understand the significance of that little word “be.” In Ga 6:1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. This instruction is a person simply who has a weakness and every one of us have certain weakness that we must contend with. Your weakness maybe different from another person’s weakness. Sometimes those weaknesses get the better of us. Our attitude toward saints who walk in the flesh should be to restore but we can in no wise fellowship their wrong. An example is a person with a weakness for alcohol. If you shove an alcoholic away till all he has left is the alcohol, you will not do him any good. If the alcoholic really wants to be delivered of that habit, and that bondage, this is the person that we would have to consider as one overtaken in a fault. On the other hand you may have an alcoholic that will not listen to anybody. He will tell you that he can quit drinking any time he wants to. I don’t have a problem; I’ll do what I want when I want etc. This person falls in the category of  a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; these are those that are committed to those ways of life. We are having to deal with people in that homosexual life style. 

But there are some that would love to be delivered from it; they would love to come out of that ungodly bondage, but they are just not able to do it. These are those that we can be sympathetic and try desperately to help. Those we do not want to push away or disfellowship them. The others who do not want to leave this lifestyle, there is no way for us to have fellowship with them. We cannot keep fellowship with this type and that is what Paul is telling us here because they do not want to be delivered. They don’t want to come out of that. 1Co 5:11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat. 1Co 5:12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within? Those outside the Church are nonbelievers and Paul says for what have I to do to judge them also that are without. 1Co 5:13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person. When we turn someone over to Satan for the destruction of their flesh, then it is taken completely out of our hands and God is going to deal with them. According to 2Cor 2, this man learned from the pain that was inflicted on his body and he repented. 

Then Paul instructed the Corinthians to bring him back in and you love him and you confirm him and do everything you can in order to build him up in the faith. But it was God that took care of this severe discipline that was necessary in order to bring that about. If a person has to be disfellowshipped, and turned over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, it is done is so that he will eventually come to repentance. It is not done just so that we can get rid of this undesirable fellow and get him out of our midst because he is such an embarrassment to us. It is done so that he will come to repentance and come back and assume a profitable place in the body of Christ. Probably there were those in the Corinthian Church who were proud of the membership or his sin was overlooked because he was a man of great social influence. Have you seen that before. Those folks are part of the who’s who. They even put them in the pulpit to speak. I have known swindlers who have been made chairmen of religious meetings. Their immoralities are ignored. Who is the best speaker? What are the ceremonies to be observed? 
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Moral character was a secondary thing, theories were primary. This has been too much the case in Christian Churches. False Doctrines are more thought of than character. Some of the worst men morally I have known to be prominent members of Churches. That is why many unsaved persons would say, sooner trust a man of the world than a Christian. The true Church that preach the whole counsel of God is a feast. It is filled with men and women who have the Holy Spirit and exemplify the character of Jesus Christ. It is a Church that contains the choicest elements for spiritual nourishment. The whole truth is preached and taken in. It is a feast not merely in nourishment, but pleasure and delight. 

What is a higher delight than the loving kindred of souls. The true Church is the brightest and most jubilant fellowship on earth. These words have I spoken unto you, that your joy may be full; Rejoice,... and again I say, rejoice, says Paul. The Apostle Paul has been urging the Corinthians to moral purity, and has instructed them to put away the leaven of wickedness, and keep the feast with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth; he reminds us that the Christian dispensation, this age is a spiritual Passover, which started with the sacrifice of the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world. The Lamb is regarded as a symbol of Christ And Christ is our Passover.
