1Corinthians 15:1-37 The Resurrection! October 30, 2025
This is one if the best chapters in the Bible. It is the great resurrection chapter. 
1Co 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; The gospel that he is talking about is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus which is the Gospel of the resurrection. There were some who were saying that there was no resurrection. That was a doctrine of the Sadducees. Refer to Ac 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. Compare this with 1Co 15:12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? Paul just finished the discourse of spiritual gifts. He begins to tell them of the most necessary subject of the resurrection. The Corinthians were unstable in this and did not understand the resurrection. If they were persuaded
that there is no resurrection of the body, the devil would have gradually persuaded them that neither was Christ raised. The devil would also try to persuade them that Jesus Christ had not come nor had done what He did. That is the craft of the devil. 1Co 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 

Refer to 2Co 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. Four facts contained in the Gospels given to these Corinthian saints? Verses 3,4,5
1Co 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how (#1) that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; (and one of those scriptures is Ge 3:15 which is the first mountain peak of prophesy where that Christ was prophesied to die)) 4 And that (#2) he was buried, and that (#3) he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that (#4) he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: This is the four point message that the Apostle preached to these people. He is saying to them, if that did not happen, then you have believed in vain. You have believed a lie; you have believed a myth and there is nothing going to come of it, if Jesus was not resurrected from the grave. He calls them to be witnesses of the things that he preached. He told them you received this not in word only, but also by deeds and signs and wonders they
received it. Paul goes on here to describe the resurrection and the justification for teaching the resurrection and V5-8 are a hint of Jesus’ different appearances to the Church. We know that after the resurrection Jesus appeared to more than one person or group of people. It was an important fact that Jesus was born into this world, but what is Paul’s focus. If Christ did not die and if there was no resurrection of the Son of God and if that did not happen, what would have become of the human race. 

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Without the resurrection there would be no everlasting life for us. So first this is Paul’s focus to set the Church in order. So in V5, He was seen of Cephas and the twelve, but in 1Co 15:6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. These were 500 hundred eyewitnesses that had seen him after the resurrection. Then Paul says, of whom the greater part remain. The greater part of that 500 were still alive when Paul wrote these words, but some had already gone home to be with the Lord. Then 1Co 15:7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 1Co 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. Note these six appearances of Christ, which correspond with the different companies mentioned in Revelation. These different appearances seem to be also typical of the different appearances that Jesus will make when He comes again. 

As we know He will appear first to the bride of Christ, and then the 500 could symbolize by the innumerable company in Rev 7 and after that He was seen of James and the early Apostles out of Israel. But 1Co 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. Paul is typical of the nation of Israel as Isaiah says in Isa 66:8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. This is the time when the nation shall look upon Him whom they have pierced. They will do exactly the same thing that Paul did. Paul is typical of the Jews as a nation and the mission of Israel at that time and it will be the ministry to the Gentiles throughout the millennial period. Paul did that at the beginning of this age. The Jews as a nation are going to accomplish that same thing during the millennial period. So Paul says in V8, I was born before the rest of the nation of Israel was born. That will not happen for Israel until the beginning of the 1,000 period of the millennial. For Paul it was until the period of blindness should be lifted; Paul was a type of Israel in their blindness. Ro 11:7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 

Ro 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. But Sovereign grace was revealed by Jesus Christ ahead of the time. This was appointed for the Christ rejecting nation of Israel. There Paul in his spiritual birth was premature. There Paul representing Israel was born again out of due time. So, Paul says, 1Co 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.

Jesus’ other appearances mentioned above, are typical of His final appearances to other saints. The first five groups are all seen by John in heaven; the last will be on earth.  Remember, that these appearances of Christ are recorded in this most significant chapter about the resurrection. Christ was seen by six different companies, who were only an earnest down payment of six other larger companies, many of whom are now in their graves. They will also see Him; for the Head and the Body, the Church, must be brought together in one place, and God's covenant promise to Israel must be fulfilled. But it will be every man in his own order. 1Co 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. Note what Paul says in 1Co 15:2 By which (or by the Gospel) also ye are saved, (it should be you are being saved or being delivered; it is actually a present tense and a continuous process and we must understand that in our own lives that salvation is actually a constant process. We are saved from hell the moment we believe, but that is not the end of our salvation or the end of our deliverance) if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, (this means, it is a constant thing of keeping the gospel in memory. 

This is how that we are delivered day after day regardless of the obstacles or the oppositions. We are delivered day after day as we keep in memory what I preached unto to you. What Paul preached unto them was a four-point message that we find here in V3 and 4.) What I preached unto you unless ye have believed in vain. Paul is saying by which you are being saved, if you keep in memory what I preached unto you. Now what did Paul preach unto them? It is the message of the resurrection. Paul says here if there is no such thing as the resurrection then yes you have believed in vain and what you believe is worthless. We can bring it down to our Day. 

If there is no resurrection of Christ, everything we believe is worthless. That is what Paul is telling these people. If you don’t believe in the resurrection then you have believed in vain because the resurrection is the basis for the gospel that Paul preached unto them and unto us. 1Co 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. Paul says, I don’t deserve anything but God chose me even though I was a persecutor and I wasted the Church and breathed out slaughter against the Church. He just annihilated the church. He was there agreeing at Stephen’s death and I don’t think Paul ever forgot the vision that He got of Stephen as Stephen told them what he saw. This what Paul remembers about Stephen. Ac 7:55 But he, (Stephen) being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,
 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. (This was Paul) 59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

It was all by the grace of God. 1Co 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: (Israel as a nation will eventually discover this too. It is by divine grace and not by the law, but by the grace of God. Because of divine grace, they will be the evangelist to the rest of the world, even as Paul was the Apostle to the Church.); and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; (Paul further states, God didn’t waste His efforts on me at all. His grace was not bestowed on me in vain.) but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. (Paul had a real understanding and revelation of the grace of God, so he let people know that it was not him or his stick-to-itiveness as a Jew or his persistence as a Jew. It was because of the wonder and the splendor of the grace of God that he was able to fulfill the ministry that he did. Note: Though Paul took the place of the least of the apostles, God's grace gave him the place as the chief apostle for this age. Let that sink in! It was all by the grace of God that God chose him to be the Apostle to the Gentiles and the Apostle to the Church. This reminds me of the five “much mores” of the book Romans. Ro 5:15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. Place your name there hath abounded unto…your name. You are included in the many.

Some of the Corinthians did not believe in the resurrection of the dead for themselves, although they did not dispute Christ s resurrection. 1Co 15:11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed. 1Co 15:12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? This is the theme of this Chapter, the resurrection of Christ and Paul is saying that everything that we have and everything that we have preached centers around that message. Notice further, 1Co 15:13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: 14 And if Christ be not risen, (1) then is our preaching vain; and (#2 same thing he said in V2) your faith is also vain. 15 Yea, and; 
(#3) We are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: Paul says you can’t have one without the other. 

Christ could not have been raised from the grave and then there would be no resurrection of the dead after that. They both go together. If one is true the other is true. The one demands the other. 17 And if Christ be not raised; (#4) your faith is vain; Note Paul says this 3 times. That is if this is true, there is no resurrection, then you have no faith. Your faith is in vain. Ye are yet in your sins; If Jesus is still in the grave, then we are not free from sin. (#5) 18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. (If Christ has not been raised from the grave, if a person dies, he is dead and that is it. (#6) 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. (if the only hope we have is while we are alive today in Christ and if it is all over after that, then we are the most miserable people. We enjoy it for a while but the closer you get to the end of your life you become a real miserable person because it’s over. These are 7 statements that Paul uses, but note #2 in V14 and #4 in V17 are the same. V17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 1Co 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. This is an absolute fact. Paul says, now is Christ risen and then he states the second absolute fact. The firstfruit means that there is more to follow. 

We can compare that when Jesus was resurrected from the grave in  Mt 27:51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. God proved it immediately that there were people who came out of the graves after Jesus was raised for the grave. Jesus was the firstfruit of them that slept. The reason given for V20 is found in 1Co 15:21 For since by man (Adam) came death, by man (Christ) came also the resurrection of the dead. So Man (Adam) plunged us into death; yet it was Christ the man who brought us forth out of death because He conquered that greatest weapon that the devil ever had. 1Co 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. In Adam all die and no one is excluded here. Every man dies in Adam; now we met that appointment in Christ the moment we believe because we died with Christ. But we that are saved are made alive in Christ. Refer to: Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. Ro 6:7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

Ro 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: The provision has been made but only those who accept the message by faith, are declared to be “in Christ” and saved. Only those that believe. In V23 notice that there is an order of the resurrection. Every man in Christ shall be made alive. It doesn’t matter where they are, if they are in Christ (saved) every man shall be made alive and we are talking about in this physical body. It will be a glorified body. Every man in his own order tells us that not every person is going to be raised at the same time. The whole Church will not be raised up at the same time. This is not what Paul says. Every man will be raised in his own order: The word order is a military term meaning different ranks in the military. All the ranks in the military do not go forth at the same time. If they did that, it would be absolute chaos. 1Co 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming. Another very important word here is coming and it is parousia in the Greek. It literally means often coming. When scripture speaks of the coming of the Lord, it is actually talking about repeated appearances over a number of years. They are all referred to the coming or the Parousia of the Lord, but it happens more than once. 

There are multiplied appearances. Just like Jesus had multiplied appearances to people after He was raised from the grave likewise there will be multiple appearances when He comes in the end of this age. 1Co 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. The end that He is taking about is not the end of this Church age, but it is the end after the millennium is over. It is after the 1,000-year reign of Christ. That is when the end is going to come. We see further, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God. Jesus will not do that until after He has reigned a 1,000 years. 1Co 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. Again, this refers to after that 1,000 years that Christ reigns as He rules as God, and He will have put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. Compare this with Re 20:7 and 14, death is not conquered until after the millennial age is over. Death will not be cast into the lake of fire until after the 1,000 years of the millennial age. The end doesn’t come until Jesus has put down all of His enemies and the last one is death. This will not happen until the end of the millennial period. 27 For he (that is God) hath put all things under His (Christ’s) feet. 

But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he (God) is excepted, which did put all things under him (Christ). When Jesus reigns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and He reigns as God for those 1,000 years, scripture points out that the Father is not going to be under Jesus’ feet. Jesus reigns as God, but God does not become subservient to Christ. 28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him that God may be all in all. This a most powerful and sobering verse. This means that Jesus will never have the place of equality that He had with His Father before He came into the world. When Jesus took those seven steps down starting in Php 2:7 to become a man, it was an eternal step. He will forever be a man and after he has ruled for that 1,000-year period as God, scripture says that He is going to render that Kingdom back unto His Father and then He shall be subject unto the Father throughout all eternity. We can never begin to comprehend the love of Christ that He has for us. Jesus stepped down in order to redeem us, but in so doing, He took an eternal step down and He will never have that place of equality. He will Himself be subject unto him that put all things under him that God may be all in all. 

Note also; Re 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, Re 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. Chapter 15 is just a marvelous chapter of victory. It answers so many questions if people have the diligence to search them out. 1Co 15:29 Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead? Some people here believed that a person can be baptized for someone who has already died and that person will be saved. That is absolutely contrary to the scripture. If that were true, it would be the person that was being baptized that would be the savior rather than Christ and that is not true. So what is Paul talking about being baptized for the dead? The first thing we see about baptism is that it teaches the resurrection. Baptism means you go down into death with Christ and you come in resurrection in newness of life. Paul is just speaking about the ritual or the ordinance or the tradition of water baptism, he is talking about the truth of death.1Co 15:30 And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? 1Co 15:31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. In other words I am baptized into death daily. 

Paul is not talking about reckoning his old man dead every day. He is talking about being in danger of physical death every day. He is saying, if Satan had the opportunity, he would take Paul’s life day after day after day. If God did not sustain him, and deliver him then Paul would actually die at the hands of the enemy. Paul said in 1Co 15:32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die. He was talking about the games that were in Ephesus when they would throw Christians in and let those animals toy with them before they finally killed them. Paul likens those beast unto the satanic principalities and forces that he dealt with in his ministry. Paul says why in the world should I hazard my life literally if there is no resurrection. He went through this in order that he might minister to people and bring them into the ways of Christ. If there were no resurrection and no reward for his suffering and labor, what gain would Paul receive for such a self-sacrificing life? There would not be any gain if there was no resurrection. We must really pay attention to this next verse because there is so much evil communication in the world, both in the religious and natural realms. 1Co 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. This means that anything that is not the truth, is going to have a devastating effect on our manner of life. 

There are people today that are leading horrible ungodly lives because they are not following truth. When men and woman do not follow truth, then their lives will reflect that. They will not grow up into Christ in all things. There are those who follow such an immoral and a ungodly path for exactly the same reason, they do not submit themselves to the truth. So evil communication are those things that are communicated to our lives and hearts; that is what corrupts a good manner of life. It is error and the answer is in V 34. 1Co 15:34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. These are not my words.They are the Apostle Paul’s words and we better heed to them. Again in this book of Corinthians Paul is setting the Church in order! Awake to righteousness; the only way to live a righteous life is to follow and live by the very power and righteousness of Christ, The righteousness of Jesus must be produced in our lives in order that we sin not. For some have not the knowledge of God: The less knowledge that men have of God, the less righteousness of Jesus will be produced which enables us to live in this world. This is why we need to get acquainted with Him up close and personal through the scripture. We must know who God is. It is amazing how some have a much different conception of God today, then when they were first saved and born again. 

So many people when they first come to God, they see Him as this great mighty majestic being just ready to whack them over the head at the drop of a hat. But when we begin to learn who He is, He is my Father; He is my God of all grace, our perception of God changes almost daily at times. Then Paul says this to these Corinthians, I speak this to your shame. In other words you don’t have any excuse not to know God and the depths of the knowledge of God because Paul had preached this message to them. He again enlarges upon the resurrection. 1Co 15:35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come? Paul could be a little blunt. You fool! You ought to know better than that. 1Co 15:36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: Jesus said the same thing. Joh 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Paul uses the same analogy here. 

1Co 15:37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: So this body whether wheat or corn that you sow into the ground, we know scientifically that it has to die in order to spring forth into new life. Paul uses the same analogy concerning the body. When we plant wheat, we are going to get wheat, or oats, you get oats and when you plant our bodies then you are going to get a human body. The only difference is; it is going to be glorified as Paul will tells us later on in this chapter.
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