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I Corinthians corresponds to the book of Numbers in the Old Testament. This is where God set Israel in order. In I Corinthians, Paul sets the Church in order. This epistle was written to the Church of God at Corinth. The Church at Corinth is a picture of the entire Church as a whole even today. It was not a spiritual church just like the church as a whole today. Paul does mention there were some spiritual people at Corinth. Paul did give them some very deep truth. Paul said, he could not preach deep truth to carnal Christians. The word Corinth means to be satisfied fully. The Corinthian church was fully satisfied. They did not see their need for anything else from God. They were so full and satisfied. They were content and really did not need the things of God. That is a very dangerous place to be. The Church as a whole has reached that same place today. This is not a place for us to dwell. Chapter 1 could be entitled the gathering center. The Gathering Center is Christ Himself who is put forth as the head of the body. This is one of the major problems in the church today is they do not recognize Christ as their head. We cannot have multiple men who are our head. In a body how many heads do we have? 

We only have One and if you have more than that you have a real problem, you have a monstrosity. Men have denied the headship of Christ. They are really following what a man thinks and not getting it from the Lord. The problems found in Corinth are also found throughout the Church today. So Paul is trying to set this Church in order and if people would take his advice, then we as individuals can be set in order. Also we can be spiritual even though the Church as a complete body is not. 1Co 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, Paul was called an Apostle not to be an Apostle. This was the purpose and he fulfilled that responsibility because of God’s enabling. The word Apostle means a messenger or sent one or to be set apart. Paul was called through the will of God, not through a group of men or a board of men. We must understand that there is a difference between being called and being sent. There are some people that have a call on their life that doesn’t mean they are to go out immediately. Paul waited three long years on the back side of the desert before he went out. God calls us but it is His business when we are sent out. 

Paul was called an Apostle there on that dusty road to Damascus, but God had to prepare him and this is absolute fact with God. He always prepares His ministers before He sends them out. Then Sosthenes is associated with Paul in writing this letter and his name means saving strength. Every minister of the Gospel needs a Sosthenes. There are so many throughout scripture that were used to support those out front. Moses had such people; you cannot manage a burden like that on your own. 1Co 1:2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: This means the church that belongs to God not a denomination. It belongs to God; He redeemed it. He bought it with a price. He is the one that kept it. He says, “Through the will of God.” It was God who willed that we should be saved in this way. We ourselves have created no good thing, but it is by the will of God we have attained to this salvation. Why? Because it seemed good to Him, we were called, not because we were worthy. Unto the church of God. It wasn’t this or that man’s church, but the church of God. Then Paul says, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus. This means that they were sanctified provisionally. They were not sanctified experimentally yet. In other words they were not fully separated unto the Lord. He had not been able to consecrate them. 
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They did not want to separate from the world and be separated unto the Lord. They were sanctified the same way as every person that is born again meaning that they are sanctified or counted Holy unto the Lord. We are sanctified in Christ. In other words we are sanctified by virtue of the fact that we are in Christ. When we believe on Christ, we are considered in Christ. We are born of the Sprit and we are a part of the Body of Christ, sanctified in Him. This is called provisional sanctification. The experimental sanctification is a process that takes place over the rest of our lives as we yield to the Lord. Note Paul says, the name of Jesus, in Christ Jesus; the names of men found no place here. But what is experimental sanctification? It is washing in the Laver of the word of God, which brings about purification. Paul reminded them of their own uncleanness, from which he had freed them. He persuades them to be of lowliness of mind; for it is not by their own good deeds, but by the loving-kindness and the grace of God, that they had been sanctified. Then further in V2, says called to be saints. We are called saints; to be, is not in the original and the word saints means holy ones. We are called saints because of our birth not because of our conduct. 

It is called Holy because of that life of the Lord Jesus that is within the believer. That Holy life that He has implanted within us. The minute that a sinner believes on the Lord Jesus, He is a saint. Every believer is a saint the moment he believes on Christ, because every believer is a Holy one the moment he believes on Christ. Note also: We did not first draw near, but we were called. We had nothing to do with God at first, but He called us. He is was the initiator of our new birth. So that not even this small matter is ours altogether. However, though we had drawn near, when we were accountable as we were for innumerable wickedness, not even the grace is ours, but it is God’s. That is why Paul wrote Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. Not even the faith is ours altogether; for we were not first with our belief, but we obeyed the call. That is why we are here tonight listening to the word of God. You heard and not just heard the call, but you heeded the call to hear Jesus’ voice. Who and what is our true riches? It is Christ through the Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit. Then further in v2 …. with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours. 

That is what it takes to be called a saint of God is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. This word Lord is used seven times in this chapter and six of them occur in the first 10 verses. The reason is that Paul is emphasizing Christ as being the Lord of His body. He is the head of His body. We must understand this and not only understand, but give Him that place as Head in our lives. 1Co 1:3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. These two, grace and peace are used often in Paul’s writings and the order is always the same, grace and peace. This means that we must first receive the grace in order to receive the peace. It is to the degree that we receive the grace, that we then receive the peace. There are many Christians that are not experiencing the fullness of peace that they could have because they have never received the grace that is available to them. So the more grace we receive, the more peace we receive. 1Co 1:4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by, or (in) Jesus Christ; The grace He is talking about is the fullness of divine grace that was available in Christ. That same fullness of grace is available to every believer. The Corinthians didn’t see this grace. They did not understand the depths of the grace of God any more than the Galatian saints did because all of them are deemed as babes or as carnal Christians. 
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The problem is that men do not reach out and take the fullness of this grace. But how shall a man find grace with God? It is by lowliness of mind? James says it this way. Jas 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. In V5 and 6 Paul explains what that grace is. 1Co 1:5 That in everything ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge; 6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 1Co 1:5 That in everything ye are enriched by him; It is because of divine grace that we are enriched and the riches in Christ are just immeasurable. We cannot begin to lay hold of all of them at one time or even to understand what they are because we are so rich in Christ. 1Co 1:5 ….in all utterance; this means that God has given to us the ability to utter this matchless grace when we receive it and take it in. We are able to express it. Let me explain it this way. Anyone who has taken in divine grace, into their lives experimentally, their lives become a loud testimonial of the grace of God. V5….. and in all knowledge. This is the knowledge of Christ and the wonderful blessings and the things of God that He has provided in Him. 1Co 1:6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 

They manifested that Christ was in them. They had the outward evidence that Christ was in them. So these things in V5, 6 are the wonders of divine grace that had been given to them and us in Christ. 1Co 1:7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: 8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. V7 and 8 give us four results of the ministry of divine grace. Number1; 1Co 1:7 So that ye come behind in no gift. It is grace that gives that very wonderful exalted elevated position that we come behind in no gift. Number 2; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: This is one of the major things of Paul’s message is the second coming of Christ. Today the majority of the Church don’t even really mention it. If they do mention it, it is in some far-off distant day. That should not be. Paul says look forward to the day when Jesus will come again. Paul had the hope that the Lord Jesus was coming way back then, which is the same hope that we need to have in our lives today. It is grace that will do this for us. This knowledge and this hope of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Number 3; 1Co 1:8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end. This means unto the completion. God didn’t just get into this thing to do a part way job. He can only do what men allow Him to do. 

He can only accomplish what we give Him permission to accomplish by believing Him for it. God is in it for the long haul until the completion of that work. Number 4; that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has given to us enough grace in Christ Jesus to present every member of the body of Christ absolutely blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is what divine grace will do but many will not take it. 1Co 1:9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. That is why the provisions of divine grace work, because God is faithful. He has put all of this responsibility upon Himself. Our only responsibility is to believe Him for it. That’s the way it has always been even way back with Abraham. Abraham believed God and it was counted him for righteousness. Those that came before Abraham discovered exactly the same thing. It is because of faith that God is able to accomplish. This is a major point of Paul’s message is that God called us unto Himself not to work for Him. So many believe that God’s message today is get out and work and win the world for Christ. They say that this is the primary responsibility. 
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No! It really isn’t. God’s primary message for us and primary instruction for us is to come into complete fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. How have we been called? By the Father. Paul in v9 refers to His Son Jesus Christ referring that the Father called us; the Father enriched us. We did not go into the fellowship of His Son on our own. We were called. 1Co 1:9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The object of getting saved is so we come into absolute and complete fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. As we do this then we become faithful witnesses unto other people. V9 ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. This the 5th time that this word Lord is used. 1Co 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. Notice by the name is pushed to the front in this first chapter. It is the name of Christ above every name. Then notice, that ye all speak the same thing. I wonder when the last time that happened when all of the church spoke on the same thing. It is for sure not happening today. And guess what, it didn’t happen in that day either. 

There is a reason that it didn’t happen then and it doesn’t happen now. It is because men do not take Christ as their central head. When men begin to take other heads, that is when they begin to speak different things. God intended that we should all speak the same thing. Notice that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions which means schisms among you. Denomination among you is exactly what the schisms are. It is those divisions and those sects that are in Christendom today and God did not ordain them. God ordained only one body. It is man who has divided up the body the way that they have. The first point of oneness is not compromise. If we are going to be one, it will never be obtained by compromising the truth. 
Yet that is what men are trying to do. Gen 11 is a real good picture where they wanted to have a tower (Babel)that would reach into heaven. They had all of these substitutes, brick for stone and slime for mortar. They represent compromise. The stone would be Christ Himself. But men substituted and used brick. Stone is that which is God made. Brick is manmade. Then slime had they for mortar. That is not the unity of the Spirit that is a product of men. So the tower Babel failed and the church movement has failed to bring men into oneness. 

It is not unity of the Spirit, because only God can make men one spirit and He does that when men have the Spirit of Christ; when they are joined by the Holy Spirit and whenever God is able to join them together. Then also God separates; men divide. God has separated us unto Himself and we see that over and over throughout the word of God. That is what sanctification is all about separation from the world, but indeed separated unto God. Men divide and that is what you see in Christendom today. Men have divided up the body into various sects and schisms and all of these different denominations. Then this type assumes a headship other than Christ. Christ is our head.Then the 5th thing we see is God already made us one. We are made one in Christ at the new birth. The 6th thing we see in the church is headquarters; our headquarters is in heaven. Then every denomination in this world has a central headquarters somewhere in this world ran by man.  The 7th thing is that Christ must become my personal head. I cannot take a man as my head. Yet men who are joined to denominations taking other men as their head. V10  says…. perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. Perfectly joined together, only God can do that. Men try their best to join together, but they have to compromise truth in order to do it. It is not a joining of the spirit at all. 
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It says perfectly joined together in the same mind; the mind here is the mind of Christ and there is only one of them. Christ does not teach His truth one way to one person and then one way to another. There is just one truth found in Paul’s Gospel. Joh 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. He did not say the truths plural. There is only one truth. Then he says in V10, in the same judgment. This means discernment and it refers to the scripture. We must have the same understanding of the scripture. The Holy Spirit is the great teacher of the word of God and He doesn’t teach one person one thing another person something else that is contradictory. 1Co 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. V11 Paul tells us why he has been making these statements. 1Co 1:11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. The word Chloe means verdant or green and it speaks of resurrection life. It speaks of those that were really growing and flourishing in Christ by that resurrection life. Here is what was reported. There were contentions among you. 

These contentions are a direct result of men not holding Christ as their head. That is where it comes from. When men do not hold that one supreme head of Christ then there will be contentions. Paul explains what they are in the next few verses. The house of Chloe was a part of Corinth. There were some in Corinth that were spiritual people. They recognized what was going on in Corinth was not right. It is the same today in Church some folks recognize what is going on is not right. There are those that are spiritual enough to realize that something is not right. Something is not according to the scripture. 1Co 1:12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? We can say the same thing today because these names correspond to what Paul said in 1Co 3:4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? People were calling themselves by the name of the minister thorough whom they received the Gospel. This same thing happens today in regards to Churches. All of these denominations were started by some man. Rather than being called by the name of Christ, they are called by another head and Paul says it is not right. 

Every person that is born again is a member of the body of Christ and should be called by only one name, Christian. There is a division here by these names by which they were called so Paul asked them is Christ divided? We could ask the same question today in the Church, is Christ divided. Will there be any divisions in heaven? Then Paul asks some very important questions to those that call themselves by another name other than Christ. Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? Paul did not want anyone to name a denomination after him. These men like Paul and Peter pointed to Christ Himself. They would be devastated to know what has happened in our day with all these denominations and names of churches. None of these men that started these denominations died for the people. 1Co 1:14 thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; It was for this reason. 1Co 1:15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name. Some Churches today baptize into a certain church and not into the body of Christ. 
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So Paul says, I am glad that I didn’t baptize that many and he mentions Crispus and Gaius. Then he says, 1Co 1:16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other. Paul did this because he did not want them to be calling themselves by his name. That doesn’t mean that Paul did not believe in baptism, but he did not put a premium on baptism the way that some do today. There are some that teach that you are not saved unless you are baptized. Scripture does not teach that. 1Co 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. Paul is still preaching that Christ Himself must have the preeminence. Christ is the one that had to be exalted; lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. There is no preaching unless we emphasize the cross. Christ is the one that had to be exalted; lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. There is no preaching unless we emphasize the cross. This is what makes Christ who He is even today. Paul devoted his ministry to the preaching of the Gospel. He said in Ro 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 1Co 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. Those who perish are Christ rejecters. 

They do not believe in anything that the cross of Christ stands for, the weakness and so on. 
Men ridicule the cross of Christ even today. But unto us which are saved the preaching of the cross (it) is the power of God. Those that do not believe in the preaching of the cross; God cannot do anything for them. We must come to that place where we realize that we are shut up completely unto Christ. It is Jesus that accomplished this there at the cross of Calvary. The only thing that we can do is simply accept divine grace. It is the power of God for every need that we have. The preaching of the cross does not just stop with initial salvation. We must here the preaching of the cross all through the rest of our lives in order to bring us to absolute maturity and deliverance in Christ. Every provision that God has given to us is a direct result of what Jesus did at the cross. This is why Paul speaks of the preaching of the cross. He is not just talking about the basic fundamentals of salvation. The preaching of the cross includes truth that will perfect us to reign conjointly with Christ throughout eternity. 1Co 1:19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. These are those that think they are so wise in themselves that they refuse to accept the truth of divine grace and the preaching of the cross. 

The summation of the statement “preaching of the cross” is preaching of divine grace. That is what it is. 1Co 1:20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? This is becoming more apparent all the time because there are some people that claim to have such brilliant minds and yet they make some of the stupidest statements you have ever heard. God is bringing their wisdom to absolutely nothing.1Co 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. God gave to man the power of wisdom. God put man above every other creature. It is the power to reason and the power to think. Even though God gave man that extraordinary wisdom, he still cannot find God. That is why it says the world by wisdom knew not God. They are trying with their great intellects to reason out God. It cannot be done. God is received in one way and that is by faith. 
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Then notice, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching and the reason it is so foolish is because the preaching of the cross is another way of saying the preaching of weakness. Men and Satan do not understand the message of weakness and you and I have to learn it. We must learn that we overcome not by strength but by weakness, which is absolute dependence upon the Lord. 
It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. The salvation that Paul is talking about here is not just initial salvation from the guilt of our sins and deliverance from hell, but it is any deliverance that we will ever need from now until we are taken to glory. He delivers them that believe; not them that work, but them that believe. 1Co 1:22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 1Co 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness. God supplied both demands of the Jews and Gentiles in Christ. Christ came and was their sign but because of their unbelief He became a stumbling block unto them. He was right there in front of them as the sign that they had asked for but because they refused Him and would not believe, to the Jew as a nation, to the unbelieving Jew Christ is still a stumbling block. 

They still do not accept Him. Then unto the Greeks, Christ was the wisdom which was right there before them, but because of their unbelief then He is become foolishness unto them. 1Co 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. It is exactly the same in the Church today. Many Christians have experienced the genuine power of God, but the problem is that they got so wrapped up in the power that they have eliminated the wisdom. It is in our lives that God manifests a great outburst of power in our early Christian experience, but now then He wants to reveal His wisdom to us. 1Co 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. Paul does not enlarge on the power, but he enlarges on the wisdom. God wants to teach Christ unto us. The foolishness of God is what He did there at the cross of Calvary. That was the stupidest thing that natural man would think of that God would do. But this is exactly the way that God accomplished our redemption. Then the same way with the weakness of God. The weakness of God is expressed at the cross. It was Jesus that became so weak in order that He might gain our deliverance. 

Foolishness and then the weakness of the cross was so strong to be able to deliver all men. 1Co 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: Men who are so full of themselves; they do not have any need of God. It does not say “not any,” but it says “not many.” 1Co 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; God did it on purpose; he has chosen the foolish things of the world. The race is not to the swift, nor is the battle to the strong. That is a principal of God that we learn today because it preaches the same message of divine grace. 1Co 1:28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are. He is talking about the things of faith in V28, those things which are not seen. This is what God has chosen in order to accomplish what he wanted to do. The reason is in 1Co 1:29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. This is the reason why God did it the way He did. The preaching of the cross is foolishness and then the way of the cross is weakness. 
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This is why God did it that way that no flesh should glory in His presence. He wants Christ to have the absolute control and authority in our lives. God wants to push Christ to the front. 1Co 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: God didn’t want any flesh to glory in His presence, but He has put all riches and blessings in Christ. So that of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: Christ is the wisdom and the little word and should be even or that is. The last three words describe wisdom. Christ is made unto us wisdom, that is, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Righteousness refers to our spirit. This is what we are made righteous in spirit the moment we believe. We have the wisdom of God in spirit the moment that we believe. 

Christ is made unto us righteousness. Then sanctification refers to our soul. This is in the process of being changed today. We should be gaining that sanctification every day of our lives as God separates us unto Himself because of Christ. Then redemption, which refers to our bodies; that is yet to be fully manifested but again it is because of Christ. It is in Christ. Then notice why in V31. Jesus is the object of praise throughout eternity. 1Co 1:31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. ***Paul has not departed from the beginning of this chapter where he insists that Christ must be Lord. God in all of His wisdom, established the fact that Christ is the wisdom in order that He might become Lord of our lives. When Christ becomes righteousness, sanctification, and redemption unto us that is the time when He actually becomes Lord of my life. He is the one that is the head, my own personal head in this present life. 
