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This chapter could be entitled the gathering power. 1Co 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. Paul already announced that the wisdom of God is in Christ (Chap1) and he did not want to detract from that. He means that he did not come with eloquence or with great wisdom of the world to reason out all of these things. He was in much trembling because he knew the reality of preaching. He knew the reality of the enemy that he was up against. He knew his own limitations and frailties. He had to have absolute dependence on the Lord. Paul did not stand in his own strength and in his own power and we know that God had to reduce Saul of Tarsus so that he no longer did that. It is in God’s strength through weakness that we also have the power and Paul learned that before coming to Corinth. We must also go through this learning process. Paul is actually solidifying the statement he said God would do in 1Co 1:19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Christ and His redemption was the basis for Paul’s message. 1Co 2:2 For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

Paul did not just come to preach the basic fundamentals of salvation. That is not what he says in this statement. I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. This is the fullness of wisdom in Christ Jesus. The message that Paul preached of Christ and the cross is sufficient to present every person absolutely fully complete and mature in Christ. That is the preaching of the Christ and Him crucified because it was the cross that provided everything that we will ever need to reign conjointly with Christ. Paul is not just talking about basic fundamentals; he is talking about the basis for every truth that is in scripture. 1Co 2:3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. Compare this with Ac 18:9 Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace: Note V3 weakness and fear; for Paul there were other hindrances, dangers, and the plots against him, and the daily fear, and being hunted. For the word weakness, with him in many places stands for the persecutions to give us this Gospel. It reminds me of Ga 4:13  Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first. 

14 And my temptation which was in my flesh ye despised not, nor rejected; but received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. Then we see where Paul’s strength lied in 2Co 11:30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. Then Paul wrote 2Co 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. So, Paul said, 1Co 2:3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. Who is, “and I was with you.” Paul represents the Gospel! We have the Gospel; it is the word of God that we have with us always. Jesus Christ is the word of God. Paul did fear, and though he was Paul, yet he was a
man. This is not a charge against Paul, but it is the infirmity of human nature. But it was his fixed purpose of mind to give us this Gospel. Even when he dreaded the beatings, for doing nothing wrong and the death that would take him home to the Lord. But note this, because being in fear, and not simply in fear, but even in trembling at his perils, he so ran as to be a full overcomer and win Christ. He did not give in to any danger, in order to accomplish his task of sowing and giving us this Gospel.
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This was a good place for Paul and us because it means we must not stand in our own strength and in our own power. We know that God had to reduce Saul of Tarsus so that he no longer did things in his own strength. Paul was in much trembling because he knew the reality of preaching. He knew the reality of the enemy that he was up against. He knew his own limitations and frailties. He had to have absolute dependence on the Lord and this must be our lot. We must solely rely and be dependent totally upon God. 1Co 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: It is not how great of speaker Paul was, but we too must surrender ourselves to the Lord. He can use us in order to put forth His wisdom. Paul says I don’t even attempt to bring the message forth with the wisdom that will appeal to man, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. Compare with Ro 15:18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. Paul did not give dry philosophical messages. 

He gave messages that were absolutely filled with the power of God. It was the pure word of God rightly divided; and there were great results because of the message he preached. 1Co 2:5 That your faith should not stand on the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. When man uses man’s wisdom, he stands upon his own wisdom not the Lord’s wisdom. Paul did not want men believing it was because he was a strong in himself. That is not the purpose of the Gospel today. When we preach the Gospel today, we should preach it in such a manner that men are able to stand whether or not we are around. They stand for the truth, in truth. There are some people that preach in such a manner that people get the idea that unless the preacher is right there with them, they can’t continue on their own. That is no so. It is the message that is important not the messenger. The message; the Gospel; is the word of God; it is Christ. It is not the messenger that we follow. What Paul is saying here is our faith does not stand because of the preacher. Your faith must stand because of the Gospel, which is the word of God that we preach. So our faith should not stand because of wisdom of men, but in the power of God. Paul said in Ga 1:11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

We cannot ourselves at this time introduce inventions of our own that are not the pure word of God. But we must stick to the word of God in this Bible. It must be the whole word of God and not half-truth.  There is a verse that I like that really expresses the whole word of God. 2Co 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. Christ is the word of God! To corrupt the word of God here, Paul intended to express the corruption of doctrine. They presented the truth under disguise, and not in its genuine purity. The doctrine of God is corrupted in a direct way, when it is mixed up with falsehood and error, so as to be no longer the pure and the genuine doctrine of God.
This applies to those who have adulterated or corrupted the pure word of God in any way, for any purpose! This is what Paul is saying here. So our faith stands in the power of God. 1Co 2:6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: There were some in Corinth that were spiritual people. The word perfect means full grown or mature. 
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There some passages in scripture that could not be understood by carnal people or by immature Christians, but there were some evidently in Corinth that were of a spiritual nature. We speak wisdom among them that are perfect: but notice, yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to naught. In other words we are not going to try to preach and convey this message in the manner that the world does. It is so disappointing today because much of the Church is trying to incorporate the ways of the world into the Church. 1Co 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: A mystery means that which is hidden. Mysteries belong only unto God. It means the depths of the riches in Christ. This is why we have to have the power of God to understand them. The wisdom of God is the Gospel that Paul is speaking. Then in verse 6 Paul says the princes of the world. These are those philosophers that were the dominant ones who often become leaders of the people. 1Co 2:8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

These men and those like them that crucified Christ, they did not understand the deep mysteries of God that were in scripture. The Church age was a complete mystery to them. Reigning with Christ was a mystery to them. Even Peter in his epistle he gives credit to Paul where he says Paul wrote things that were hard to understand. He said that because he could not understand them. Peter had the message of the kingdom. Paul had the message to the Church. These are the mysteries that only God can reveal unto us. It is by revelation to the truth. That is what we are preaching. 1Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, talking about the here and now, the natural eye and the natural ear; neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. He has prepared those things for us right now. We can understand and know those deep spiritual mysteries right now and the condition is that he has prepared them for them that love Him. This is not the human heart of man, but a spiritual heart; We have the mind of Christ. There was no man, and not one of us, could speak or conceive what God has prepared. 

How should we since not even angels knew them. V10 gives us the answer. 1Co 2:10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. It is disappointing with Christendom today that some have forgotten, if they ever knew, that the real principle that God wants us to have is the wisdom of God. That comes to us through the power of the Holy Ghost. For the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. Does the Holy Spirit have to search the things of God as though He doesn’t know what is there? No. He is searching those things that are applicable to my life at this particular time for me. It is the Spirit of God that is searching out that which I need right now. So He searches all things, yea the deep things of God in order that He might apply that to my life at this present time. How are God’s truths made known unto us? For the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. The Holy Spirit is the one that conveys the mysteries of God to us. He reveals it to our heart.e reveal Compare this with Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. The Holy Spirit is the one that leads us into all truth and He searches the deep things of God for what I need at this time in my life.
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Scripture divides man into spirit, soul and body. The spirit of a man is the part of him that knows and it goes way beyond the intellect. It is what we know in spirit as said in Romans 1, men know in their spirit that there is God. That is how God created man. It doesn’t mean they are born again, but it means that God created in man’s spirit that knowledge. 1Co 2:11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Also, the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is the one who teaches us knowledge. He is the one who knows and makes us to know in our spirit. 1Co 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. You would think that the Church has received the spirit of the world because they are following the ways of the world to get what they want, but this is not what the scripture teaches. Because we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; why? that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Remember that the spirit is the part of us that knows. 

The Holy Ghost reveals to our spirit these wonderful mysteries of God that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. The Holy Ghost preaches the message of divine grace. It is all of divine grace. This requires faith, and to apprehend them by reasonings is not possible. We do not work for or deserve or merit anything, they are freely given to us of God. 1Co 2:13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. Notice the order here. Paul says that we might know the things freely given to us of God, which things we speak. We have to know them before we speak them. God must reveal them to our hearts before we are able messengers of this same wonderful blessing of truth that He has given us. Which things also we speak and again not in words of man’s wisdom, but which the Holy Ghost teaches: Then this last statement is very important because it applies to what men are trying to do in the Church today. We are to compare or to join spiritual things with spiritual. That means that you cannot preach spiritual truth in a carnal or a worldly way. You cannot join spiritual things with fleshly or carnal things. 

1Co 2: 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God and it is because man has natural wisdom and that was given by God. But that wisdom will never teach a man about God and His ways. Then notice they are foolishness unto him. Men absolutely mock the ways of weakness and as Paul says the ways and the teaching of the cross. They are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, why? because they are spiritually discerned. 1Co 2: 15 But he that is spiritual judgeth (or He discerns all things) all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. The spiritual man understands (evaluates) both the ways of man and God, but the natural man cannot understand (evaluate) the spiritual. There are three major categories that people are divided into. 1) there is the natural man. The natural man spoken of in V14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. The natural man is the one that is born in the natural. He is born of Adam and that is all. 2) Then there is the spiritual man. He is spiritual in V15. 15 But he that is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is discerned of no man. 
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This is the person who is born of the Spirit and walking in the Spirit. Jesus said to Nicodemus, Joh 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; (or natural) and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. The person who is spiritual is one that is born of the Spirit, but he is also walking in the Spirit. Then in the next chapter (3), Paul introduces another category, it is called carnal. It means a person that is born of the Spirit but that is not walking in the Spirit, but walking after the flesh. We can’t call this person natural because he is born again and Paul could not call him spiritual because he is not walking in the Spirit. So this one is carnal and it means fleshly. This is what the Corinthians were, they were born of the Spirit and filled with the Spirit, but they were walking after the flesh. So Paul says here in V15 of the spiritual one, he discerns all things. A spiritual person is able to discern those things that are not of God. Yet he himself is discerned of no man or in other words, others can’t understand him so they just deem him foolish. It means we see the fruit; it is not judging in the sense of condemning. It is recognizing what comes out. When a person says anything, it is not long before you are able to tell the fruit that is there. Mt 7:16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Ever heard someone speak with a filthy mouth. You are not condemning them; you are just recognizing the fruit or the lack of fruit. A spiritual person knows what is the nature of things in present world, and what things are to come; and what some day shall become of the world when this state of things shall be no more, and what sinners shall suffer, and the righteous shall enjoy. And that the things to come are immortal and immoveable. All these things are known to the spiritual man. And we know what the natural man or unbeliever shall suffer when he is departed this world; and what the faithful shall enjoy at the end of the journey. But natural man or the unbeliever is oblivious to any of this. Jesus said in John 16:13 that the Holy Spirit will speak to us that which He hears of the Lord. Therefore, when we yield to that inward witness of our spirit, we actually have the mind of Christ. Who could begin to instruct God in what He has done and what He has accomplished all for us in redemption. But Paul says, we have the mind of Christ and that is what sets us apart. That is what the wisdom of God is; it is the very mind of Christ. So this is the way we come to think rather than in the ways of the world. 1Co 2:16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

This means, the things which are in the mind of Christ, these we know, even the very things which He willeth and hath revealed. We know this because he had said, the Spirit has revealed them to us. It does not mean that all the things which Christ knows, we know; but that all the things which we know spiritually are of His mind and spiritual. For the mind which we have about these things we have of Christ; that is, the knowledge which we have concerning the things of the faith is spiritual; so that with reason we are judged of no man. (1Co2:15). For it is not possible that a natural man should know divine things. He said, For who hath known the mind of the Lord? This implies that our own mind which we have about these things, is Christ’s mind. It is so, that he may instruct him. He adds that the spiritual man no one discerneth. For if no man is able to know the mind of God, much less can he teach and correct it. For this is the meaning of, that he may instruct him. Note how Paul repels the wisdom which is without, and shews that the spiritual man knoweth more things and greater than the natural man. The reason is 1Co 1:29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. Paul said in 1Co 1:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
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Then Paul said in 1Co 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.  These things to unbelievers are not worthy of credit, or attractive, or necessary, or useful. Paul finishes by laying down the principal reason how we most easily see. It is by the revelation given to us by the Holy Spirit that we may have the means of learning even high things, and things secret, and things which are above us. It was absolutely made of none effect by our inability to apprehend through Gentile wisdom the things above us. We learn in this way from the Holy Spirit. That is the easiest and clearest of all teaching. We have the mind of Christ. That is, spiritual, divine, that which has nothing human thinking. It is Christ Himself, putting His own things into our mind. Oh let our life shine forth in this most excellent way since Jesus Himself makes this a sure proof of great friendship. He wants to reveal His secrets unto us: Jesus says; Joh 15:15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. Jesus has entrusted these mysteries to us. He has had confidence towards us in these most treasured possessions. 

Now if this by itself is a proof of friendship, namely, to have confidence: when He has not only confided to us the mysteries conveyed by His word, by the Holy Spirit; then consider how vast His Divine love towards us is. What a friend we have in Jesus. Not as hired servants, but as sons and freemen. Let us do all things for the love of our Father; and let us at last cease from adhering to the world. It would not have entered the Apostle Paul’s thoughts to preach what he preached, had he not enjoyed Divine Grace. He would not have succeeded without the grace of God. It is all by grace. 1Co 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. It is impossible if Paul or any of the Apostles or Prophets had not had Christ among them: not because they were placed, the weak against the strong, not because few against many, not because poor against rich, not because unlearned against wise, but because Divine grace. It was because; 2Co 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Note also that there is nothing that disturbs the mind so much as to introduce strange things, and most of all when this is done in matters relating to the glory of God’s word. We have the mind of Christ. We end this chapter as we began. This chapter could be entitled the gathering power. What is this power? The Holy Spirit is the primary agent through which God’s power is experienced. God’s power works within us to transform us from glory to glory. God’s power is often made perfect in weakness, meaning that we can experience God’s strength even when we feel inadequate or face difficult circumstances. God’s power enables us to accomplish things that would be impossible through our own strength. God’s power equips us to resist temptation and fight against the forces of the devil. God’s power in us is His Divine love poured forth in us. God’s power, enables us to come to God with boldness and confidence to trust Him in everything. To know, reckon, and yield to the word of God is experiencing the power of God. The power of God empowers us to live a life pleasing to God and to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. That we might be full overcomers and run the race to win Christ. Therefore, we must stand for the truth!
