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The title of this chapter is the Gathering Purpose. In chapter two the spiritual man and the natural man are contrasted. In this chapter Paul tells us of the carnal man. 1Co 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. Paul introduces another category of man and that is carnal. God separates men and continues to do so. Jesus said that which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. These are the two major realms and every man is going to be in one of those realms. The moment that we are born into this world we are of the natural realm and we remain there until we are born again. When we are born again then we are considered part of the spiritual realm. In the natural realm there are two major categories which are moral and immoral. There are very moral, good, upstanding people in the natural who have never been born again. They are not spiritual but they are still in the natural realm. Then there is the very immoral person in this natural realm. They are very wicked and ungodly people. But they are a part of this natural realm. Then there is the spiritual realm. A spiritual person is one that is born of the Spirit and he is walking in the Spirit. But Paul introduces another one here in V1. I had to speak unto you as carnal or fleshly. 

A carnal man is a Christian, a person who is born of the Spirit, but he is walking after the flesh. The natural man is not carnal. He is fleshly, but he is still just natural. So Paul introduced the word carnal to show a person born of the Spirit, but he is walking after the flesh. Only Christians are carnal. Sinners are not carnal. What type of Christians are carnal believers? They are usually baby Christians, but what is sad is if one has been a Christian for 30 years and they are still baby’s. I have said before about the food these baby Christians eat. What does their diet consist of? They are walking after fleshly things. They are babes feeding on milk not meat. They eat baby food. They do not walk after the Spirit. They cannot eat the meat of the word. 1Co 3:2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 

There are 7 identifying marks of a carnal Christian. (1) They are babes in Christ. That means we all start out that way. We all start out as infants born after the Spirit, but we start out walking after the flesh. It takes a while just like in the natural. It takes a while for a baby to walk and to grow likewise in the spiritual. Every believer starts out as a carnal Christian as a babe in Christ. (2) I fed you with milk. All baby Christians can do is take in milk and notice Paul said further, 1Co 3:2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. We don’t know how long this assembly has been established, years, months, whatever. But Paul knew at this time that whenever these people had come to the Lord, they had not grown in Christ all that much. They still could not take in the meat or the deep things of God. They were still feasting on the milk of the word of God. We are talking about people who were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and they had the gifts manifested as we will read in 1Cor 12, 13 and 14. A person can be filled with the Holy Spirit and be carnal, because being filled with the Holy Spirit does not make a person spiritual. We must grow in God’s grace and in the word of God in order to grow. There are so many Christians, even though they are filled with the Spirit, they do not grow, so I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able to right now. 
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(3) mark of carnality or identifying mark of a carnal Christian. It is envying. 1Co 3:3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? Envying, means the flesh is still ruling here. Love has not taken over the lives of these carnal Christians. (#4) is strife; and (#5) is divisions among you. They can’t get along with one another. They have not achieved the unity of the Spirit. Note: there is no unity if the pure word of God is not taught. You must have the full diet of the word of God rightly divided. If you are not eating the right food spiritually, the flesh is going to run amuck. The Word of God is crucial for developing the unity of the Spirit among believers. The word of God is the foundation for everything. The word of God forms our values, and understanding, guiding believers towards the common purpose of identity in Christ. By grounding ourselves in God's Word, we believers can overcome division, embrace divine love and peace. By believing the word of God, it changes us from the inside out. Believing or faith produces joy and peace (Rom 15:13). Faith gives us love for others (Gal 5:6). Faith results in obedience (Heb 11:8).  

Faith extinguishes every flaming dart of the evil one (Eph 6:16). If people are not taught the whole truth, how can they become spiritual Christians? They remain carnal. It is the food they are eating spiritually. Ro 10:17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. It will take the whole truth in order to grow us up into Christ in all things. Why was Paul trying to set the church in order and why was Paul giving them this instruction? Paul told them in V4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? These people were not heeding to the word of God but were looking to different men as their head and not Christ. Then (#6) you walk as men. Carnal Christians are a new creation in Christ Jesus, but they are not walking that way. They are walking just like natural men. That is the problem in the Church today; they are walking just like the rest of the world. (#7) 1Co 3:4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? They were taking other headships. This is one of the marks of carnality, when men take a headship other than Christ. 

The Church has done that by calling themselves by other denominational names. Do you know that Churches are no different than denominations just by their name or their pastor’s name. They have become schisms. A schism is a division or separation, stemming from differences in belief or doctrine. These schisms pervert the gospel of Christ. Paul said in Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Ga 1:7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. Note: In V1 Paul said, I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual. It wasn’t that Paul did not want them to know, but he could not speak to them as spiritual. It was because they did not know the things that are perfect or the whole truth in Christ. It was by their own, ignoring the truth taught, that they were carnal. But Paul does not leave them with the excuse of being carnal. It was not through any inability on their part. They were capable but they were not willing to apply themselves. They did not receive the doctrine of the Gospel, because they were carnal. However, in the beginning as a babe, a person is not to blame. They must have the diet of milk first and that is Ok. It is after a period of time walking with the Lord that it is wrong for a person to remain as a baby. 
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But after so long a time, they had not yet arrived at the more perfect knowledge. This is a real problem when people have been Christians for many years and they still remain babes. So, how does one get out of a carnal condition? By feeding on God’s word. 1Pe 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: We must grow in God’s grace and we must grow in the word of God in order to grow. There are so many Christians, even though they are filled with the Holy Spirit, they do not grow; so I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able to right now. 1Co 3:5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? They are just ministers by whom you believe. Notice even as the Lord gave to every man. It was God who gave those preachers to them just like it says in Ro 10:14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

God sent the preacher so that they might hear and understand, but God did not intend for them to take the name of that preacher or to become a following of any particular one person. 1Co 3:6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. Paul first cast the word into the ground; but, in order that the seeds might not wither away through temptations, Apollos added his own part. But the whole was of God. Paul did that planting. His mission was to open the door of the Gospel to the Gentiles and as he did that, they believed on the Lord Jesus and many of them were filled with the power of the Holy Ghost. Then Apollos came along and he watered, that is he began to give out that same message, but it was not the message to bring them in, but it was a message to nurture and grow them. It was the message that caused them to grow. This was how they were to put the message into their practical life. Paul and Apollos both did their jobs, but God gave the increase. It does not matter how good the preacher is, or a teacher is, or a pastor is at feeding the flock, only God brings forth the increase. 1Co 3:7 So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

These are nothing but instruments and vessels that God uses in order to accomplish His purpose. The only one that makes any difference is God because He is the one that gives the increase. He is the only one that is to receive the glory and the honor. He is the one that is to have the following. 1Co 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: This doesn’t mean that they are one person. It means they are one in purpose in glorifying the Lord. Remember that the title of this chapter is the Gathering Purpose. We find that purpose here in V8 and 9. Note: 1Co 3:8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. It wasn’t those who labored much or to lift themselves up against those who had contributed less. They labored with God and God gave the increase. 
There is a reward for laboring faithfully unto the Lord. If you remember that the disciples came to Jesus and said, we’ve given up everything to follow you, what are we going get. Then Jesus told them about that reward. God does indeed reward those who are faithful to minister and abide in the place wherein He has called them, but they are not to receive the glory that belongs unto Christ. So in 1Co 3:9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building. We are laborers together with God not just for God. We abide by His will in accordance with His will. The Gathering Purpose that God has called us to is you are God’s husbandry, you are God’s building. It is God that gives the increase.
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This is the purpose of the ministry today is to build up the husbandry or to do that which will bring forth the fruit in the husbandry and then to build up God’s building which is the wonderful place of fellowship with Him. 1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. Compare with Ro 15:15; this statement is in a number of places.  Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God. 16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. Paul was the masterbuilder because the dispensation of the Gospel was given to him and it was the grace of God that enable him to accomplish that. It is the same way in our lives. God has called us to do certain things. There are no useless members in the body of Christ, but it is divine grace that enables every member of that body to accomplish what God wants to do. 

So Paul said, it is according to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation. Grace, is not divided, but resting on One Foundation, Christ. What we find out about the foundation is that the materials are exactly the same whether it be the foundation or the superstructure, and that is Christ Himself. We must continue to preach Christ. It doesn’t suddenly change after the foundation is laid of Christ then you go on to something else. No. It is all found in Him. All of the provisions for the building, the foundation, as well as what is built on top of it, is all in Christ. Paul laid the foundation and we read in Ephesians that the foundation is built on the Apostles and the Prophets. That foundation was laid long ago with those Apostles and Prophets. Today then it is the pastors and the teachers that are supposed to be building on the superstructure. But Paul warns them here; take heed how you build on it. So Paul says I have laid the foundation and another buildeth thereon. Paul knew that he could not take everything through to the end of this Church age. Paul really did think that the Lord was coming in his day. He didn’t know how far it would reach before Christ came and took His bride home. But there came a day when he knew that he was not going to be the one to finish this out, so he handed that off to Timothy. 

It also has been handed down to other faithful ministers who would carry on the work. Every one of them has been building upon this foundation. We are still building upon that same foundation today and this exhortation is still for us. The building must continue exactly the same way today. But we cannot put in faulty materials on top of a good foundation and yet that is what men are doing. They are building with all of their logics and philosophies and all of their programs. The foundation of any building is cemented to the building. Are we cemented to Christ by grace. Jesus is the Head; we are the body: can there be any empty gap between the head and body? He is the Foundation, we are the building: He is the Vine, we are the branches: He is the Shepherd," we are the sheep; He is the Way, we are they who walk therein. We are the temple, He is the One that dwells within: He is the First-Begotten, we are the brethren: He is the Heir, we are the heirs together with Him and can be joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. He is the Life, we are the living: He is the Resurrection, we are those who have risen with Him. He is the Light; we are the enlightened. How are all these things connected to the foundation Christ? By the cement of grace and Jesus Christ the word of God. 
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All these things indicate unity; and they allow no void interval, not even the smallest. These things and many more describe the unity of the Spirit. We are cemented by the word of God  and His grace to Christ. 1Co 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; These are the three building materials that God has given to us to build with, gold silver and precious stones. These are the materials approved and imperishable; they are the only approved building materials that are found in the scriptures. Gold, silver and precious stones. The building must center around these three things. Gold is symbolic of Deity; Silver of redemption and precious stones signifies the Saints or lives of people (overcoming Saints). The gold speaks of that which is of God; that which is ordained by God; that which is provided by God; they are approved by the very wisdom of God; it is all found in Christ Himself. It is deity that we build with; Jesus is that deity. We build with Christ. We build with His life and the grace that is in Him; the life that is in Him. Then silver in the scriptures speaks of redemption. Redemption is such a wide and multifaceted wonderful truth that is expressed here. Redemption covers every part of our lives and it all centers around Christ. 

But all of us spirit, soul, and body, every part of us; God has made provision for every part of us in Christ. It is all through redemption. We have been redeemed spirit, soul, and body. Then the precious stones which are God’s people, the saints of God. Compare with 1Pe 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner. Christ is the chief cornerstone, but you also as living stones. It all comes from Christ Himself. So all of the building materials that we have are of and around Christ himself. Paul says this about wood, hay, and stubble. They are ministries and activities of the flesh. These are the natural means of men. Wood in scripture speaks of humanity. There are so many in the Church today that are following the simple ways of humanity. That is man’s ways, his ideas and his wisdom. 

This is what men are using today to build with. They are trying to adopt what they think that works in the world to create all of these great followings. If they can just pack the church; how can you compare gold to wood? It takes a how much wood to make up a little gold, but it is the gold that God has chosen the little things. The hay is really a counterfeit to the real fruit of the Spirit that God wants to produce in our lives. Hay is of the flesh a cheap counterfeit, but light a match to it and it will not stand the test. The stubble is the stalk that is left after the fruit is gone. It makes a lot of noise, but again if it ever catches fire, it becomes a wild fire. Paul describes this in 1Co 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. The subject of these next few verses is works. All of our work is going to be revealed whether we have built with the right materials. Notice for the day shall declare it because it shall be revealed by fire. In a number of places we see where Paul speaks of the fire and the next chapter he speaks of the judgment. That judgment doesn’t just take place whenever this life is over. But God reveals so much of it right now if we are willing to open our eyes. 
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There are things that God is trying to show men that are not working and yet they won’t listen. They are going according to the standards of men. But God is revealing today whether something is spiritual or not. It is the fire that brings it out. When we give the message unto God’s people, the real message of gold, silver, and the truth for the precious stones and when men take that into their lives, it will stand that test of fire. It is the fire of trial; the fire of difficulty, and adversity that will stand the test. The day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire. Everything that God does in our lives is tested even today. Paul tell us in Ro 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. It is according to the word of God and the Gospel given to the Apostle Paul that is the standard that we are to keep. Then there comes a day when it will be put on display as having stood the test. Notice, the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. That means any Gospel worker, his work is going to be tried by fire and if he has not built with gold, silver, and precious stones, then all of his labor and all of his efforts are just going to go up in smoke and there is not going to be a reward for it. 1Co 3:14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

If a Christian worker gives out the message that will build up the saints, gold, silver, precious stones that stands the test of fire, he will have eternal reward for it. However, if any man’s work shall be burned or if he does not give out that which is going to be an eternal investment in the lives of the saints with gold, silver, and precious stones then his work is going to be burned. He shall suffer loss. 1Co 3:15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. That does not mean he is going to hell. It means that his work will be burned up and he will not receive any reward for it, but he himself shall be saved. He is of the precious stone, he has redemption in his own life, but he has not really preached the whole truth. So the work that he has tried to accomplish is not going to stand. 1Co 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? This is such an important statement because God has this in mind for every child of God. Every one that is born again, you are the temple of God. He is not talking about large monumental buildings and large churches. God is working within our heart, changing it from glory to glory if we let Him. We have a choice.

The Church of God refers the Church collectively, that is a body of believers and we also find that the temple refers to individual temples, that is, our own bodies. It is called the temple because the temple is the place of fellowship. This is what God wanted from man in the very beginning. God created Adam and Eve and came down in the cool of the day in the Garden of Eden in order that He might have fellowship with Adam. That’s what God always wanted. He is now able to do that through redemption. That fellowship was broken when Adam and Eve sinned, but God restored that through Christ Jesus. So now God calls us temples and the reason is that we might have fellowship with God. Then notice the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. This is the very Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost that dwells in us. 1Co 3:17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. This is a reference to premature death. Compare this with 1Co 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. Our own bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost. 
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They are to be taken care of and kept separated and sanctified unto the Lord. Compare this with Ga 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 1Co 3:17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; This also means those that defile the temple of God with their error. That is how the church as a whole today is being defiled and it is because of erroneous teaching. Paul warned of it in Ac 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Any time men speak that which is contrary to the truth, it is going to be defiling. 1Co 3:18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. This is the person that is flattering himself on his wisdom. We can only understand the depths of God’s word through the Holy Spirit and by depending on Him. We will never understand the deep things of God with natural man’s wisdom. We must become the one that is willing to be instructed if we are ever going to come into the wisdom of God. 

If any man seemeth to be wise, well, he needs to get rid of that; he needs to come to that place where he does not trust his own intellectual expertise. We must be dependent on the power of the Holy Ghost to be instructed in the ways of the Lord. They had adopted man’s ways in Corinth. 
1Co 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. The very wisest things that men can come up with are absolute foolishness in the eyes of God and that is because all of man’s wisdom is contrary to the ways of the cross and the spiritual thinking of God. God says, my ways are not your ways, and my thoughts are not your thoughts as the heavens are higher than the earth so are my thoughts higher than your thoughts. Then notice further, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. Man with all of his wisdom has done nothing in the world except dig a bigger hole for himself. This part of the verse is taken from Job 5:13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. Then Paul quotes again from the Old Testament in V 20. It is taken from Ps 94:11. 1Co 3:20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain. They are vain or empty. There is no substance. 

1Co 3:21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; Therefore, because the wisdom of man is so foolish in the eyes of God. Why glory in men when all their wisdom and expertise is absolute foolishness. All things are yours in Christ. 
What he is saying here is if we get our eyes on natural wisdom, we are going to cheat ourselves out of all of the things that are actually ours. The potential for full growth is there why? Because all things are yours. But people are not taking what is theirs which is the whole truth. They are looking to men’s doctrines and ways. For all things are yours; but to get those all things, we are going to have to go God’s way in order to accomplish them in our lives. We are going to have to apply God’s word to our lives. Then he goes further; 1Co 3:22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; Paul is telling us that we do not just follow one person who has the truth. We must be open to all the avenues that the Lord presents to us. We can be taught by so many different people in this world. People can rob themselves of what God intended them to have by refusing to listen to what the Holy Spirit says through certain ones. Our ears must be open to listen for truth not error. 
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That does not mean that we follow everything, but try it and measure it by the scriptures. But at the same time, we must not limit ourselves to just listening to just one person as he were the only one. But be careful who you listen to. Whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, they all are yours; they all have something that they can contribute to you. Then Paul says further, or the world. We can even learn from the world in accordance with truth. We can learn by the things that are going on in the world. Or life; there many things that happen to us in life, and God uses the different circumstances in life in order to teach us things. Or even in death; or things present; or things to come; that is those things that we look at by faith; all are yours. God is not limited when it comes to teaching us glorious spiritual truth if we just submit ourselves unto Him and realize what He is trying to convey to us. Remember Paul said, we are fellow-workers with God; and he says all things are yours. In a sense he is taking down the pride of the teachers, and telling us that they themselves ought to be grateful to others. They were made the same, for they also had received the grace of God. There is no boasting for God gave to every man and God gave the increase. So, that neither the one party might be puffed as gaining wisdom. All things are yours just apply yourself to them.

1Co 3:23 And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. What is this? Unity! There are some that would have us be in unity just by agreeing on everything together; it may not be the truth but just agree; get along; don’t make any waves; let’s just sing together no matter if the Lord is not glorified. This is wrong. They will offend Christ instead of standing for the truth. Truth mixed with error is deadly. If I fixed a meal and put poison in some and didn’t put it in the other food that was nourishing to your body. Let’s say you eat the whole thing, will that good part that you ate save you. How much of the poisonous food do you eat before you become sick. People are afraid to call it what it is. If it truth is mixed with error, it is deadly. Satan is always looking for ways to trap, confuse, or dilute believers. If he can find a crack in the door, he will make every effort to mix truth and error, all the while saying, “Just be open minded.”  Satan does far greater damage as the angel of light than as a roaring lion. Some would say, he is teaching a considerable amount of truth but he is also teaching obvious error in many areas. Error is like leaven of which scripture says, a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Truth mixed with error is equivalent to all error, except that it is more innocent looking and, therefore, more dangerous. 

God hates such a mixture! Any error, or any truth-and-error mixture, calls for definite exposure and rejection. To condone such is to be unfaithful to God and His Word and treacherous to endangered souls for whom Christ died. Exposing error is a most unpopular work, but from every true standpoint it is a worthwhile work. To our Savior, it means that He receives from us, His blood-bought ones, the loyalty that is His due. To ourselves, if we consider the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, it ensures future reward, a thousand-fold. And to souls that are caught in the snare of the fowler; oh how many of them God only knows. Paul tells what to do. 2Ti 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. Turn away! People ignore it at their own peril. We can only have unity by the pure truth in the word of God. That is the foundation we build on. Jesus is the word; He is our foundation. If the foundation is not there; there is no unity. Where is the cement that holds us to the foundation? It is the word of God that binds us together in unity. We belong to Him and nothing will ever change that. He purchased us with His own blood. Be faithful to God. God has blessed us in Christ. 
1 Corinthians 3 – Key Lessons & Application
Theme: The Gathering Purpose – Growing from Carnal to Spiritual Maturity
Key Lessons
1. Three Realms of Man
· Natural: Not born again (moral or immoral).
· Spiritual: Born again, walking in the Spirit.
· Carnal: Born again but living by the flesh; immature.
2. Marks of a Carnal Christian
· Immature (“babes in Christ”).
· Feeding only on milk, unable to handle deeper truth.
· Envy, strife, and divisions.
· Following men instead of Christ.
· Living like the world.
· Claiming other headships (denominations, personalities).
3. Spiritual Growth Requires the Whole Word of God
· Partial truth or a shallow diet keeps believers immature.
· Faith, love, obedience, and unity are rooted in rightly divided truth.
4. God Gives the Increase (vv. 5-9)
· Ministers plant and water, but only God produces fruit.
· All labor must aim to build God’s people and glorify Him.
5. The Only Foundation – Christ (vv. 10-15)
· Build with gold (God’s nature), silver (redemption), precious stones (believers).
· Reject wood (human ideas), hay (counterfeit fruit), stubble (empty works).
· All works will be tested by fire; only what’s built on Christ endures.
6. Believers Are the Temple of God (vv. 16-17)
· God’s Spirit dwells in us individually and collectively.
· Defiling the temple through sin or false teaching invites God’s judgment.
7. True Wisdom vs. Worldly Wisdom (vv. 18-20)
· God calls man’s wisdom foolish.
· Spiritual understanding comes through humility and dependence on the Holy Spirit.
8. All Things Are Yours in Christ (vv. 21-23)
· All faithful teachers, life experiences, and God’s provisions are for our growth.
· Test everything by Scripture.
· Unity must be based on truth, not compromise—truth mixed with error is deadly.


