I Corinthians 6  August 28, 2025
Page 1 – Paul is still talking about Setting the Church in Order
1Co 6:1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints? Paul says, dare any of you, he is not talking about the world but Christians. Paul is telling the Church that they should be handling these matters. These lawsuits that they were bringing, they should be handling it inside the Church before spiritual believers rather than going to the world to have your differences settled. But we see it in our day that Christians are just as quick to file a lawsuit as anybody. One of the major lawsuits is divorce. Notice they go to law before the unjust, and not before the saints.1Co 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? God never intended that one should profit from another. We are learning how to judge the world right now. 1Co 6:3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? We must learn to judge ourselves today in order that we might be qualified for this Day of Judgment when we will judge angels. We should be learning these lessons right now. 1Co 6:4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. 

This is a very powerful statement that needs to be understood. Who would be the lest esteemed in the Church today?  More than likely it is the spiritual who would have the lest esteemed place in the Church today. These are the ones that Paul say should be doing the judging. Set them to judge who are least esteemed in the Church which means to go to the spiritual in the church not the carnal Christian. Lu 6:28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. Jas 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 1Co 6:5 I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? I speak to your shame means they were not spiritual and they were going to the world to get what they wanted. Notice, is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? Isn’t there any spiritual among you? 1Co 6:6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the unbelievers. This brings such a reproach or criticism on the Gospel and the Church. The world loves to see the dirty laundry of the Church. 

It shows the world that no one can live a righteous life. They were going to a man to judge or outside the Church. Man always looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart of man. God knows our thoughts afar. Refer to:1Sa 16:7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. Isa 66:18 For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory. God given the place of authority to the Church to judge itself We (the Church) are to learn to rule and reign now. We must learn to judge ourselves today in order that we might be qualified for this Day of Judgment when we will judge angels. We should be learning these lessons right now. And what angels will we judge? It would be the fallen angels. The Corinthians did not have the wisdom to judge themselves. 1Co 6:5 I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? I speak to your shame means they were not spiritual and they were going to the world to get what they wanted. 
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Paul says there is not a wise man among you. Isn’t there any spiritual among you? Paul seems to be saying in V 4-5 that even the least spiritual would be better qualified to judge than the world.
It would be the spiritual ones. 1Co 6:7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? This means that when these kinds of things exist, there is something wrong inside the Church. It goes deeper than this outward. Paul wants to set the Church in order. There is a fault among you because you go to law one with another.  Paul says, Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? The flesh of the believer is absolutely no different than the flesh of the unbeliever. When Christians allow the flesh to rule and reign in their lives, they are going to get the same results as to what happens in the world. It is money that promotes all of these things and Paul says, you should take the wrong yourself why? That is exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t try to take vengeance or try to enrich Himself. Refer to 1Pe 2:23 Who, when he (Jesus) was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

1Co 6:8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. Even if you win in court, you do wrong. This may be a fourfold crime. One, don’t know how to tolerate being wronged. So, actually they do wrong. Third, they commit the settlement of these matters to the unjust (outside the family of God). And fourth, it is done to a brother. These things are towards one’s own member of the body. Refer to Ro 12:4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Paul is telling us that this is a greater degree of recklessness to do this. It tramples on the quality of both persons. 1Co 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind. Know ye not (don’t you know; you got to know this) that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Some people think because of this verse that people who do these things are going to hell, but that is not what this verse says. It says shall not inherit, and Paul is talking about inheritance not life and death. Life and death is settled the day we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but our inheritance is obtained as we go along. 

Some people will have a very small inheritance if they engage in the activities that we see throughout verse 9. So, this means practical living and it means to apply the provisions that the Lord has provided to our lives. That means, we apply the word of God to our lives. We apply what Paul is teaching in this book of Corinthians about setting the Church in order as well as the instructions that Paul gives us in all of his epistles. Notice, be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind. 1Co 6:10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. None of these that allow the flesh to rule in their lives, are going to inherit the spiritual riches in the Kingdom of God. They will be there with their life, if they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, but that is all they will have. They will not have an inheritance. Refer to Ga 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; This scripture has been taught the wrong way by some. Paul says, the child may inherit in a practical sense every dime of a vast inheritance, such as Bill Gates Children, but not when he is an infant or a child. This is what Paul is telling us. 
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He doesn’t begin writing checks or enjoying all of the blessing of the massive fortune. Paul says that this child is nothing better than a servant. The reason he uses that term is because so many today really like to claim that place of service under the law. If you are under the law you are going to be a servant and not a son as far as a practical relationship with God. Again, Ga 4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; Those under the law serve and that is what they do. Some will teach, you see there, we are little lords of all. They say, we have it made; we have everything provided, So, we are all in the bride; we are all full overcomers already. They use Php 1:6 to prove their point that God began a good work in you and He will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: They would say that we don’t have to do anything; it has already been done for us. That is only partial truth and the scriptures are taken out of context. They need to read Php 1:5 in context with verse 6. Php 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: What are we confident in? The Gospel! 

If we do not have our fellowship in the Gospel, how are we going to be confident and how will God accomplish that good work. Refer to 1Th 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. God works that good work in us by the word of God. Yes! God has provided all the provisions, but what is our part. 1Co 3:9 For we are labourers together with God: That word labourers in the Greek means a co-laborer, a companion in labour, fellow-helper, labourer together with, workfellow. So, does that mean we do nothing. The greatest labor we can do is study the word of God which deepens our fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. We must use scripture to interpret scripture. Or else we take things out of context by just reading one or part of a verse; such as we are little lords of all and then draw the wrong conclusion. Further in Ga 4:2 But (this young child) is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. The Holy Spirit is the tutor. The richest man in the world will not turn this potential heir of an infant loose with all of that fortune. But the Holy Spirit makes all of the decisions for him. 

The Holy Spirit takes care of this young child’s schooling and his needs. But he is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. The Holy Spirit’s job is to get us ready for the inheritance. Ga 4:3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: Paul is talking about spiritual children or infants. We were in bondage under the elements of the world: The elements of the world are a reference to the law that God gave. Coneybear says it this way: Childhood lessons of outward ordinances. And that is a description of the law. The law contained all of those ordinances but they were just lessons of Christ if men would only learn what they mean. It is not to be under the law, but to be instructed by those things that the law said concerning Christ. With these Corinthians the motive behind these lawsuits of brother against brother was greed. Corinth was a pagan city where morals were not regarded. Paul thought it necessary to warn these saints not to be deceived. We also today, should be faithful in warning God’s people. This must be done through the Gospel. The word of God is the only thing that will change hearts. 
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1Co 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. Notice Paul says in V11 “were,” which is past tense. But they are not to be true any longer. God does not see us that way any longer. So, we should not live up to that any more. People who do that, do it on their own, because they let their flesh rule and cheat themselves out of the inheritance that they could have had. But this is what we were, but we were washed in the blood of Christ and sanctified by the Spirit of God, but you are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God. There has been a miraculous change on the inside of us and we do not have to give into any of these tendencies of the flesh any longer. All those ungodly tendencies are in the flesh. We must learn the victory over the flesh, and then it will not rob us of our inheritance. Refer to Ro 6:17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine (rightly divided word of God) which was delivered you. 18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. What is the perfect provision that has been made for us that we should be delivered from the lust of the flesh? It was Jesus’ work on the cross that freed us from all of these things. 

V11; We were washed in the blood of Christ and sanctified by the Spirit of God, and we are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God. 1Co 6:12 All things are lawful unto me, (free will) but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. All things are lawful unto me; Paul goes into this matter of personal liberty. There are some things that we have liberty to partake of and do today, but they are not necessarily good. All things are lawful unto me; Paul was not a law keeper any longer; he wasn’t saying that abstinence was the answer as to the foods we eat. But he does want us to know that these are not always profitable. All things are lawful for me, and here is the real key here; but I will not be brought under the power of any. If we can partake of certain things and not be bound to those things than it’s well and good; we cannot be bound by anything that will result in bringing us into the habit or bondage of it. It is lawful, Paul says, to eat and to drink; but it is not expedient with excess. 1Co 6:13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. The body will cease to need food, so it is just a temporary thing anyway. 

Paul says don’t give too much time to ministering and feeding the body as though it was an eternal thing. Paul devotes the remainder of this chapter to this heeding and warning against fornication. Actually Paul gives seven arguments against fornication. #1 the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; our bodies are to be considered being given unto the Lord and not to engage in fornication. Fornication means harlotry or Idolatry and God has never approved it. #2; 1Co 6:14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. God’s power is for the body and not for fornication. The body is to enjoy and receive benefit from the power of God. #3; 1Co 6:15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? Our bodies are not to be given to fornication because they belong to the Lord. They are members of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is so important that Paul enlarges on it. Notice, 1Co 6:15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? #4 shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. Our bodies are not to be made members of a harlot or idolatry. They are to be sanctified, set apart, and pure unto the Lord. 
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Paul answers his own question in V15, God forbid. God never intended for the body to be used in such a manner as this. Then Paul goes into more detail about the harlot in 1Co 6:16 What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 
Joined to an harlot is one body means that one is no better than the other. Then Paul quotes from the scripture, for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. They can bring two bodies together and make one flesh, but notice 1Co 6:17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. Only God is able to make one spirit with Himself. When people join their two bodies together outside of the will of God, that is all their doing and that is not a oneness of spirit with the Lord at all. This is why marriage is so beautiful, because God takes these two spirits and makes them one. Then of course the two bodies which brings in the culmination of that. 1Co 6:18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. This is what Joseph did in the Old Testament. Flee fornication. He could have given into his flesh, but he did not give into the flesh. He fled from Potiphar’s wife. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 

He sins against his own body is #5. The person that commits fornication inflicts damage upon himself. We can endure pain that others inflict upon us, but this is self-inflicted. Self-infliction is harder to handle. 1Co 6:19 What? #6; know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? #7; 1Co 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. No matter how weak or how sick, or old these bodies become, we are still bought with a price and that price is the precious blood of Christ. We must not waste such a price on fornication. Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. So we are to be completely separated unto the Lord in our bodies and our spirit. Let us not lay all blame on the body, but on the evil mind. For this is the Devil’s special work, to make foolish men accuse the body and God and even their neighbor, rather than their own perverted minds; we must discover the cause, so that we may get free from the root of the evils. It is the mind that the Devil attacks with these thoughts, but it is the word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit that will free us. Joh 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

The body is the temple of the Holy Ghost and it alone should be used for God’s business. To Glorify God. We must feed the new man. We must keep the flesh in the death state. We have been joined to the Lord in the new birth. 1Co 6:20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. Refer also to 1Co 7:23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. It is Jesus who is Head over all things to the Church. Eph 1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. When we join ourselves to a religious organization, we become one with a spiritual harlot; therefore, committing spiritual fornication. Yes! Fornication means harlotry or Idolatry and God has never approved it. According to the Apostle Paul, the true church is a living organism, not a man-made organization. The true, divine church is a spiritual organism. It is the living Body of Christ. We are members of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. Religious “heads” or those that men that people put on a pedestal in Christendom are as guilty of sin as the man of chapter five, having his father’s wife? How? Paul is talking about a place of headship that only belongs to Jesus Christ.
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Summary
Paul is dealing with a problem which specially affected the Greeks. History says the Jews did not ordinarily go to law in the public law courts. They settled things before the elders of the village or the elders of the synagogue; to them justice was far more a thing to be settled in a family spirit than in a legal spirit. In fact the Jewish law expressly forbade a Jew to go to law at all in a non-Jewish court; to do so was considered blasphemy against the divine law of God. But with the Greeks, they were a prone to law against people. The law courts were one of their chief entertainments. The details of Athenian law, the law courts played a major part in the life of any Athenian citizen. The situation in Corinth was this way. If there was a dispute in Athens, the first attempt to settle it was by private arbitrator. In that event one arbitrator was chosen by each party, and a third was chosen by agreement between both parties to be an impartial judge. If that failed to settle the matter, there was a court known as The Forty. The Forty was that the matter was referred to a public arbitrator and the public arbitrators consisted of all Athenian citizens in their 60’s; and any man chosen as an arbitrator had to act whether he liked it or not under penalty of losing his right to vote. 

If the matter was still not settled, it had to be referred to a jury court which consisted of 201 citizens. There were also cases when juries could be as large as from 1,000 to 6,000 citizens. Juries were composed of Athenian citizens over 30 years of age. They were actually paid 3 obols a day for acting as jurymen, 1 obol being worth about 1/2 pence. The citizens entitled to act as jurymen assembled in the mornings and were allocated by lot to the cases on trial. It is plain to see that in a Greek city every man was more or less a lawyer and spent a very great part of his time either deciding or listening to law cases. The Greeks were in fact famous, or notorious, for their love of going to law. The Greeks brought their legal tendencies into the Christian Church; Paul was shocked and with his Jewish background it made the whole thing revolting to him; and his Christian principles made it even worse. What made the matter still more bizarre to Paul was that, in the age to come, Jesus was to judge the nations and the saints were to share in that judgment. So Paul demands, if some day you are going to judge the world, and even the angels, the highest created beings, are going to be subject to your judgment. How, can you go and submit your cases to men and to heathen men at that? If you must do it, he says, do it inside the Church.

Paul insists that, though he is free to do anything, he will not let anything master him. The great fact of the Christian faith is, not that it makes a man free to sin, but that it makes a man free not to sin. It is so easy to allow habits to master us; but it is the truth that will enables us to master them. When a man really experiences the Christian power of the word of God, he is not the slave of his body, but its master. Often a man may say, “I will do what I like.” He means that he will indulge in the habit or passion which has a grip on him. It is only when a man has the strength of Christ in him by the power of the Holy Spirit that he can walk in the Spirit and not fulfill the lust of flesh. Paul's insists that we are not our own. There is no such thing in this world as a self-made man. The Christian is a man who thinks not of his rights but of his debts. He can never do what he likes, because he never belongs to himself; he must always do what Christ likes, because Christ bought him at the cost of his life. We are to please Christ. Col 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; To be filled with the knowledge of His will is to have all wisdom and spiritual understanding of the scripture. 
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The result of this is in Col 1:10 that ye might walk worthy of the Lord. #1 Once we are filled with the exact knowledge of His will then we can walk worthy of the Lord. Then #2 is unto all pleasing; #3 being fruitful in every good work; #4 increasing in the knowledge of God and that means God as a person. Then who can understand God who fills the whole universe. But as we walk with Him; in His word; by the power of the Holy Spirit and as we are filled with the scripture, we are able to increase in the knowledge of God. Then we become fruitful in every good work and increase in the knowledge of God. Natural man, in order to make his mark upon the world, loses himself in some great cause. That is; of his country, of science, of art, of humanity. They absorb themselves and aim for this and lose themselves. We Christians have found the secret: we live to God in Christ. We are not our own, for we were bought, we are owned by the Son of God. There was a time, in which we thought we owned ourselves. We followed our own desires and went our own way. But in reality, we were in bondage to sin and its cruel chains under the sentence of condemnation to Satan and his wretched service.

The power of evil promoted the delusion of liberty, pride and encouraged selfishness. All the while drawing tighter and tighter the chains of spiritual bondage. We were ransomed from slavery and purchased free before God by the blood of the Lamb Christ Jesus. It was a price which no mere man could by any possibility have paid. It was a price which could not be reckoned and estimated in any earthly or human equivalent. It was a price in order to pay which it was necessary that the Son of God should become incarnate, and empty himself of his glory. It was a price which consisted in the precious blood of Christ. Ye are not your own. Your heart is not your own, but Christ’s; your thoughts are not your own, but his who liveth in you; your time is not your own, but is redeemed for the Redeemer; your abilities and influence are not your own, but are to be consecrated to him to whom you owe; your property is not your own, but his who claims your all. Therefore, Glorify God. The praise is due to Him who in His own mind conceived the purpose of redemption. The service is due to Him. Our love to Him is why we serve. 

All the abilities of our nature and all the opportunities of our life we lay as a consecrated offering, upon the altar of God. We are His, not only by right of creation, but by right of grace and redemption. We are His by every tie, and we give Him all our gratitude. Ps 19:1 The heavens declare the glory. We look forward to that day. Lu 2:13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. The day is coming when we will be there praising God and giving Glory to God in the highest in the midst of throne. This will happen according to Paul’s message to those that love His appearing. 2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.


