II Corinthians 1 November 20, 2025
In contrast to the Apostle Paul's first epistle to the Corinthians, which was primarily a letter of correction, his second epistle sets forth the life of a New Testament priest in sacrifice and service on behalf of the saints. Paul’s great inward affection and care of all the churches is shown forth in this epistle. Although Paul's great love for the saints cost him a life of sacrifice and suffering, he reminds us in this epistle that, if we but continue to gaze upon the things unseen, all our afflictions work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. We must focus on Christ and His word. This chapter could be called the anointed priest offering himself and that is exactly what Paul did. It would do pastors and leaders of the Church today to follow this pattern that Paul wrote in this book. II Corinthians correspond the book of Leviticus in the Old Testament. The rules for the New Testament priest are presented here; as the guidelines for Old Testament priests are found in Leviticus. It is about the anointed priest offering himself and that is exactly what Paul did. He was the anointed priest offering himself unto the Lord. 2Co 1:1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia: 

We have seen over and over that the Paul was not an Apostle of men, he was an Apostle of Christ; he was called by Christ; he was empowered by Christ; he was directed by Christ. He was not a self-directed or a self-made apostle. Paul did not choose this place for himself and he did not go out and take it and try to establish some following, but this is by the will of God. Then Timothy our brother is also associated with Paul and very much in order because Timothy is going to be Paul’s successor. Paul was an apostle by the will of God. Even if the Corinthian Christians held him in low regard, it did not diminish his standing as an apostle before God. With all the saints: It is remarkable that Paul freely calls the Corinthian Christians saints, considering their many problems. This is correct because a saint is anyone who is born again and has accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior. Also, all the saints who are in all Achaia shows us that Paul intended his letters to be shared among the churches. They weren’t just for the Christians in the city of Corinth but for all the Christians in the region who might read the letters. Grace and peace: These are familiar greetings of Paul (used in all 13 of his New Testament letters), but they are never used insincerely. 

2Co 1:2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; From God our Father: This reminds us that we are children of God. We are sons of God, because of Jesus who went to the cross in our stead for our redemption. Really listen to this next part: Corinth means satiated; or satisfied or filled; or over-satisfaction: It can also imply being so full or satisfied in the natural that the desire is gone. For example, someone might be satiated with success in themselves. It means that the Corinthians really had more than enough. They had gotten to the place where they were rather complacent or another way of looking at this is self-righteousness. That is a very undesirable condition. When a person has been so successful in the natural and they get to the place where they are so satisfied and built up in themselves that they really have no need anybody or anything. It is really a recipe for failure. Paul wrote to them trying to bring them out of this condition. Paul also writes to all the saints which are in all Achaia. Achaia means wailing or lament or mourn because of pain. So II Corinthians is written to those who are suffering pain and we find that Paul is actually leading the charge in that matter. 


Anyone who really submits himself to the Lord is going to spend some time in Achaia, and will be introduce to the wailing and pain that goes on. 2Co 1:2 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Whether it would be the Corinthians in their babyhood condition or whether it would be these in Achaia that were wailing and weeping and mourning and all of that; grace is still the answer. It is only grace that can bring us out of that infantile condition. And it is only grace that can comfort and prosper us if we are in Achaia. And peace is a direct result of divine grace. 2Co 1:3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Note: He is The God of all comfort. God is a comfort to all that are tested and lamenting or sorrowful. Paul had experienced the God of all grace and mercy in his own life and the God of all comfort. God had comforted Paul and He will comfort us. In this chapter, we see the burnt offering. It shows those who are poured out even unto death for the Gospel’s sake. Again, this chapter could be called the anointed priest offering himself and that is exactly what Paul did. He was the anointed priest offering himself unto the Lord. The Father of mercies. 

He is the God of all grace and mercy and comfort. We really do need the comfort of the Lord on every level of tribulations. Father of mercies and God of all comfort: Paul opens this letter by praising the God who gives so much mercy and comfort to the apostle and all believers. We get the feeling that Paul knows the mercy and comfort of God on a first-hand basis. The words all comfort in this passage come from the ancient Greek word paraklesis. The idea behind this word for comfort in the New Testament is always more than soothing sympathy. It has the idea of strengthening, of helping, of making one strong. There is another word  for comfort (fortis), which also means brave. Here was Paul as a man, who never knew but what he might be dead the next day, for his enemies were many, and cruel, and mighty; and yet he spent a great part of his time in praising and blessing God. Paul considers the Father a comforter. We also know that the Holy Spirit is our comforter (John 14:16, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7) and that God the Son is our comforter as well (1 John 2:1, Hebrews 2:18, Luke 2:25). God, in the Trinity in every aspect is full of comfort, strength, and help for us. Paul was the one in need of such comfort and we are too as we see what good our sufferings work in the lives of others. 

2Co 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. The little word “that” after the word tribulation in v4 is so very important because we have seen before that God really wastes nothing when it comes to our lives. Even when we think of those things as bad, adverse or things we don’t like, God still does not waste them. Ro 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. He comforts us in all our tribulation, but God doesn’t intend for it to stop there. It is marvelous to be comforted and built up and soothed in our painful condition, but God never did intend for it to stop there. It is “that” we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble. We can give the comfort that God gave to us in our own experience by what the Lord has done in our lives. We know we can’t say to some, I know just how you feel, especially if we haven’t gone through what they are going through. I believe that God leads us through some very adverse circumstances in order that we may be able to identify with and comfort others. He leads us through these trying circumstances in order to be vessels of comfort. Then he says, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 

We pass along the same attitude and the same spirit that God has imparted to us. When we have been there in those trials, we are able to convey the spirit of comfort to them that we would not otherwise be able to convey. 2Co 1:5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. If we suffer with Christ, He also becomes our Consolation or comfort or our support. We must learn this is our lives. There are many things that we go through that can be considered the sufferings of Christ and it is not just the pastor or the preacher in preaching the gospel that suffers. Job wasn’t preaching or ministering to anyone in an official capacity and yet he was suffering with Christ. Suffering with Christ means that we endure the things that He brings our way. It doesn’t matter what it is. If God leads us through certain doors and we are willing to follow and we are willing to endure those things; that is suffering with Christ. We suffer for the reason He did because we surrender our lives unto the will of God. Then he says so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. We may suffer with Christ but along with that suffering there still comes the consolation or he comfort and support from Him. God doesn’t just lead us into a difficulty and then leave us high and dry. 

There is the consolation that comes from the same hand that allowed the difficulty. How do we receive this consolation or comfort today? There is something extremely comforting in the sacred Scriptures, and in the word of God. Blessed be God, we have consolation in His word, we have joy in the Holy Ghost. We find it nowhere else. We can rake through this dunghill-world and not find peace and comfort. But we have discovered the jewels in His word. Here, in this Bible, is the blessed Jesus where we the sons of God, have found comfort and joy. Now we can truly say, As our afflictions abound, so our consolations also abound by Christ. There are four things that we must give our attention to: the first is the sufferings to be expected. The sufferings of Christ abound in us; secondly, the difference to be noticed they are the sufferings of Christ; thirdly, a proportion to be experienced as the sufferings of Christ abound, so our consolations abound; and fourthly, the person to be honored. So our consolation aboundeth by CHRIST. 2Co 1:6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. Paul says whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation, but how can this be? 

Because Paul was willing to preach the gospel to endure hardship and all of these things, in order to give the message to these Corinthians and to us. That became a consolation or comfort to them. Somebody has to pay the price for preaching this gospel. We are not talking about money here. Paul had many things that he went through in order to preach the message. He says even our affliction is for your consolation because it actually ministers to you. Because of the direct result of that we are able to minister the Gospel to you. And also notice it contributes to your salvation or your deliverance. And it is because of the gospel. It is God’s word that brings deliverance to the people. So Paul says this affliction that we endure is for your consolation and salvation. Notice it is effectual or capable or powerful or it is wrought or shaped in enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. What he is saying here is that the same suffering that we endure, then you are going to endure. If we receive the message of this Gospel, at the expense of someone else in their sufferings and what they have gone through in order to preach this message of the gospel; if we receive that and then we pass it on to others, we are going to go through the same afflictions in order to pass it on and that is exactly what God intended. 

So it is effectual or it is wrought in enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer or whether we be comforted. Paul says yes, we have endured the affliction. But if we are comforted, we also get the benefit of that. So it doesn’t make any difference whether we are afflicted or whether we are comforted, there is still consolation (comfort) which comes forth both for us and for those who receive the message. The sufferings of Christ abound in us: Paul had a life filled with suffering. He described some of these sufferings in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28: stripes… prisons… beatings… stonings… shipwrecked… perils of waters… robbers… in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Yet, Paul knew that all his sufferings were really the sufferings of Christ. So our consolation also abounds through Christ: Because Paul’s sufferings were the sufferings of Christ, Jesus was not distant from Paul in his trials and He is not distant form us in our trials. He is right here, identifying with Paul and comforting him and us. There is saying; the hotter the day, the greater the dew at night; so the hotter the time of trouble, the greater the dews of refreshing grace from God. 

We can count on it: when sufferings abound, consolation also abounds. Jesus is there to bring comfort if we will receive it. Of course, this assumes we are not suffering as an evildoer. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter. (1 Peter 4:15-16). 2Co 1:7 And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. We may think that Paul had to reach and grasp at straws when he looked out at the Corinthians and saw their condition. They just didn’t seem to respond to the message that he preached to them. He still says, our hope of you is stedfast, and the only way he could do that is to have his hope in the Lord. And that is the way we go on today. We must have our hope in the Lord even though we don’t see changes coming forth in some people and even though we have been praying for them for a long time or believing God for a long time. We still must have that same hope that the Lord is going to do something and that there is going to be a change. God is for His people. So, our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings; God brings these sufferings and they are for a purpose. Paul is praying and hoping that they are going to be beneficial. 

Knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. Paul knew by experience; if you suffer with Christ; there is also the consolation  and comfort that is coming forth. That is what he wanted these people to experience exactly the same thing. Then he goes into a little detail of what he is talking about. Preaching the gospel will cost. There are times when God has to actually working a message in a person before they are even able to convey or to pass it on. Here is what it cost Paul in V8. 2Co 1:8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: This pressure came from Satan himself. Today we are feeling such a resistance to the gospel. I think it is going to get worse because Satan knows his time is short even when many Christians don’t. So there is the pressure that is being applied. Paul says here, we were pressed out of measure, above strength: It means that he went beyond his own power. We in our own physical abilities and our emotional state are not able to endure these things. 


That word pressed actually means depressed or crushed and that is the way that Paul felt at this time. And he said it was above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: We thought our lives were over. Remember: Ro 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. Paul knew by experience; if you suffer with Christ; there is also the consolation or comfort that is coming forth that he wanted these people to experience exactly the same thing. Then he goes into a little detail of what he is talking about. It is as we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him. Paul was placed in such extreme circumstances and we are too. It is to trust God rather than himself or anyone else. 2Co 1:9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: It means that Satan would have taken their lives if he could have gotten away with it. Now this is the same thing we have seen in the book of Job. Just as God taught Job the resurrection power of Christ, so also, He taught Paul the resurrection power of Christ. We come to that place where we realize it is no longer I that live but it is Christ that liveth in me. 

This is something that God wants every Christian to know and the path that He has for us to take may differ one from another, but they do exactly the same thing. It is teaching us that our life is hid with Christ in God. We are doubly secure. Christ must become our literal life. Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. God is the same yesterday, today and forever. 2Co 1:10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; Notice in this verse, past, present, and future. In the past He delivered us from so great of death and He did that the day we were born again. We were delivered the moment we believed; that is past, done and complete. Then; and He doth deliver; that is present. God is still delivering us day after day and that is in a literal way. Then in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; that is future. God is yet to deliver us not only in this life, but He will deliver us to glory and into the glorified body. We are delivered spirit, soul, and then we will one day get our glorified body. This is our total deliverance - spirit, soul, and body. 

2Co 1:11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf. We help others by prayer. We must take this burden of prayer and this ministry very seriously. This gift could have been any number of things. It could have been material needs that they had or maybe the spiritual burden, but no matter what the gift was, it came because of the people who prayed. Then he says, thanks may be given by many on our behalf. This also is a very important ministry of prayer. It is so important that we do not become so focused on asking that we forget to give thanks unto the Lord whenever He also brings this gift upon these various ones that we have been praying for. 
2Co 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. There can be no greater testimony in the life of a Christian then his good conscience before men and before God. Paul was talking about his own conscience and we must also have this in our own conscience before the Lord. The word simplicity means genuine or without pretense. We must be that way absolutely honest before the Lord. Not putting any facade or anything that is not real. 

Then godly sincerity and that word sincerity means to be pure to the light, judged by sunlight. It is not hard to interpret the sonlight of God’s word and that is exactly where we must have the spotlight shinning in our lives if we are going to be filled with this godly sincerity. Then next is not with fleshly wisdom. This is something that we have to learn day by day to use godly wisdom rather than fleshly or man’s wisdom. But it is by the grace of God and this another thing that we need in our testimony and that is that we are living by the grace of God and not by the standards of men or the ways of men or the pressures of men but by the grace of God. Paul says, we have had our conversation (or manner of life) in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. Paul is saying we are to live a godly life before the world, but our greater responsibility is to live a godly life before Christians. We find in scripture that God always puts the priority where it should be. 2Co 1:13 For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end; Paul did not have a secret agenda and he didn’t blow things out of proportion. We reported the things that are true and we have not inflated anything or said anything that is not true.

2Co 1:14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. This is something that Paul deals with throughout both of these epistles to the Corinthians. They only acknowledged him in part. I don’t think that the Corinthians ever really fully accepted the Apostle Paul, his ministry or his message, or his Apostleship. They supported others with their money and things that came down to them, but they were very reluctant to fully accept the message and the heart of the Apostle Paul. And today, most of the Church does not acknowledge the Gospel of the Apostle Paul. These Corinthians really didn’t commit themselves unto the message of Paul even though he founded this assembly. 
2Co 1:15 And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you before, that ye might have a second benefit; Paul was rejoicing in these people even though they were far from perfect. Paul wanted to come to them and he rejoiced to come to them, so he was going to come with that confidence, that he was minded to come unto you before, that ye might have a second benefit or blessing. That simply means he was ready to preach more truth to them. Paul was constantly trying to get them to lay hold of more of the glorious message that he had preached to them. He wanted to give them a second benefit or a second grace as the margin says.

2Co 1:16 And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my way toward Judaea. The Macedonia saints are the Philippian saints and they were a real sharp contrast to the Corinthians. The Macedonians were really built up in the faith. They were not rich like the Corinthians, but they were so much more giving and much more spiritual and more solid than the Corinthians were. So Paul said I am going to come by Corinth to Macedonia and then on the return trip I am also going to come by. He was doing that once again in order that they would be built up in the faith. He wanted to give them just as much truth as he possibly could. Paul also gave them the opportunity to contribute to the ministry as he came to them. 2Co 1:17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay? This is another of those verses where it seems like that Paul is answering some criticism that had been leveled against him. There are those that didn’t think Paul was serious about the matter. They criticized Paul; thinking Paul was just back and forth. He doesn’t really tell you what he means. 2Co 1:18 But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay. 

Paul is saying I did not preach and “iffy” gospel out of the flesh. There are those who are not preaching the correct Gospel. They don’t commit themselves to preaching the true gospel. But Paul did not do that. If we preach the true gospel we will step on someone else’s toes if they are walking after the flesh. If people are walking after the flesh, it is a guarantee that we will step on their toes. Paul says this is not the message that we preach. Paul preached a positive gospel wherein were no doubts about God’s faithfulness to His promises. 2Co 1:19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea. Paul says, I preach a solid gospel to you. It was not an if, and or but, it was a positive message. He preached in such a manner that there was no doubt what he meant. It was the pure gospel. 2Co 1:20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. Paul is not enlarging on the judgment of God or the judgment of the flesh, although that certainly is in the gospel that he preached. He enlarged on all the promises of God. He is talking about these wonderful promises that God has made especially for the new man. And they are unto the glory of God by us. 

2Co 1:21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. The message that Paul preached will do four major points. #1 He establishes us with you in Christ. It is God who establishes us. Jesus talked about the house built on the Rock opposed to the one built upon sand. What is He is talking about? It is the contrast between that which is stable and that which is not. God is not only talking in salvation that our lives be built on the solid rock, but He wants it in our actual experience to where we are established. That can only be done by Paul’s message. #2 He has anointed us and God anoints us also. It means that He pours out the power of The Holy Spirit on us that we might understand the word of God and indeed also walk in it. #3 Who hath also sealed us. That word sealed means to stamp for security or preservation or protection, and that is exactly what God has done. He has stamped you and I for preservation or protection and indeed for security for His own; He has sealed us. #4 He has given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 

The earnest is just the foretaste of future blessings. It can also describe the sincere, deep, and serious commitment a person has towards marriage, conveyed through words like (fervent, constant) or (diligent, eager). In the context of marriage, it could represent a betrothal gift or pledge of a future union. Earnest is also a historical practice of the groom providing a pledge or a first installment of value to the bride during the betrothal stage. Ro 16:25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began. It is the Paul’s gospel of grace, the word of God that will establish us. 2Co 1:23 Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth. He says I am glad that I did not come Corinth before now and the reason was because he did not want to come to them in great correction as he would have had to have done. He did not lord it over them nor did he try to whip these believers into line. 2Co 1:24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand. Paul did not want a people who just walked right or in the faith when he was there. No one should have that kind of dominion over another person’s faith. It is by faith that we stand not by anyone else but by God.
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