II Corinthians 10 February 12, 2026 
2Co 10:1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: Once again Paul is going to make a plea to these people and the reason, he does it is for their good and for their benefit. He wants to impart something to them. Once again in this chapter, Paul has to defend himself and that is what a good part of this chapter is all about. So Paul says I beseech you and this word beseech means to call near or to implore. Notice Paul is not making demands of people. Paul did not become a dictator over the Corinthians. Now there are some ministers that are that way. They demand and God does not intend that. I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ. He invokes the spirit of Christ Himself in this matter. Christ is gentle and meek among the people. But then notice, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: We need understand and compare this to V10, because this is what Paul was accused of by these other false teachers. So Paul identifies himself the way they had labeled him. So you say I am so weak and so base among you; I am he that is beseeching you in meekness and gentleness of Christ.

2Co 10:10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. In verse 10, Paul isn’t confessing to being a weak person; he is exposing the fact that his critics don't recognize the meekness of Christ-like humility when they see it. They mistook his self-restraint for a lack of power. Paul is saying, Okay, if you want to call me base (humble/lowly) when I'm with you, then let's talk about why I'm acting that way. He tells them what they call weakness is the meekness and gentleness of Christ. Was Paul calling himself a weak man? No and Yes. No: He was not agreeing that he lacked authority or courage. Yes: He was admitting that he chose not to use worldly boasting or bullying tactics when he was with them. Paul’s weakness was Jesus Christ in him, who had all the power in the universe but he chose to be gentle. Paul was an Apostle so he could have arrived in Corinth with a massive entourage, demanding financial support and speaking with the thunder of the Romans. Instead, he chose to work with his hands as a tentmaker and spoke with fear and trembling (1 Cor 2:3). Paul intentionally lowered his social status so that the Corinthians would focus on the message rather than the messenger. Paul’s boldness in his letters wasn't because he was afraid to be bold in person; it was because he hoped the letters would correct their behavior so that when he arrived, he could continue being gentle rather than having to be severe. 

2Co 10:2 But I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. Paul could come out very bold or harsh or hard. Paul could be very bold or demanding or hard if he needed to be. But he didn’t want to be that way toward the Corinthian saints. Then he says, I think to be bold against some. The some that he is talking about are those who are bringing such a trouble to the Corinthians. It was those false teachers. He would stand up and fight for them. It is very much like a mother who is gentle and kind and sweet, but if someone threatens their young, they can get bold in a hurry. They can get hard and harsh in a blink of an eye and this is what Paul is talking about here as he says, I will be bold against some. The ones that he would be bold are those that think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. He said I am not going to tolerate this. He would not let them get by with accusing me or you of walking after the flesh. Paul was not so much concerned with his own person. He was concerned with the Gospel. If a person is walking after the flesh, they have no credibility in the Gospel. 

Paul is concerned about the Gospel. He did not want them to destroy his credibility and limit his scope in the gospel. Paul desires to win them rather than rebuke them. He wants to impart something of the Gospel to them. 2Co 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: He means though we are walking in the body. We are in this fleshly body of limitation and we all have to contend with it. We only have one body and it is made up of flesh and blood. He said, we do not war after the flesh: Our fight is not against people but against principalities and powers. 2Co 10:4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) another way of saying this is the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly. We cannot battle spiritual enemies by fleshly means. We must realize that are battle is not against flesh and blood. It is against principalities and powers. There were false teachers that had come in with error and were undermining the Gospel that Paul taught. Who was behind this? Satan! It is a spiritual battle. Therefore we must believe God for the victory over such opposition. Paul mentions strongholds and the word means castle or fortress. There are three of those fortresses mentioned in V5, but there are a multitude of fortresses or castles which will try to set up residence in our territory. 

2Co 10:5 Casting down 1.imaginations, and every 2. high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 3.thought to the obedience of Christ; If they do set up residence then they keep us from obtaining what God intends for us to have. These fortresses keep us from having what we are supposed to have. So Paul says here; we must pull down those strongholds. We cannot allow those fortresses to remain. In 2 Corinthians 10:3–6, Paul pivots to boldness. Having been accused of being weak in person in the flesh, he says: Don't mistake my Christ-like gentleness for a lack of firepower. I’m just fighting a different kind of war. He draws a sharp line between fleshly (human) methods and spiritual reality. Paul admits he is a human being living in a physical body (walking in the flesh). However, he argues that his warfare doesn't use the tactics of the world such as manipulation, celebrity status, bullying, or eloquent deception or many other of those fortresses mentioned in V5. The Apostle Paul isn't just talking about passive thinking; he’s describing a spiritual battlefield of the mind. This verse identifies three distinct mental barriers that act as fortresses against spiritual truth. Note, it is against the truth. There are three strongholds of Satan, mentioned in verse five. 

2Co 10:5 Casting down 1.imaginations, and every 2. high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 3.thought to the obedience of Christ; #1 Imaginations or reasoning’s are one of the greatest fortresses that the enemy would erect against us. And it means imaginations or reasoning’s against the scripture, against the principals of scripture, and against the ways of God. Satan is doing this every day and these things have to be torn down because people actually believe this is the way they ought to go. These reasoning’s become a real fortress and a stronghold. Therefore they must be cast down. Then #2 every high thing; and every time we see high thing in the scripture we are talking about pride because that is what exalts itself against God. So pride is another stronghold that must be torn down in our lives. This is one of the major battles that Paul faced with these Corinthians. It was their Pride, especially with the false teachers were leading them astray. Notice these high things exalts itself against the knowledge of God. If a person is proud, he will never come to the knowledge of God. He is not going to be able to understand the depths of the scripture. Nor will he be able to have the experimental knowledge of God. 
So pride is a very great enemy which must be cast down in our lives. #3 bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; We know how our minds can run rampant and there are times that we literally have to bring our minds into subjection. While imaginations are the broad systems of belief, thoughts are the specific, daily ideas that pop into our heads. Paul suggests that these thoughts must be taken captive. Like prisoners of war, they must be captured and forced to submit to the obedience of Christ rather than running wild. Here is a battle that I go through and I am sure others experience this as well. I am trying to get ready for the message and you have plenty to think about. But there are other things that can come into your mind and they may be good things that I should be doing down the road. But we must have the discipline to think about what we are doing right now. We have to deliver this message today. So what we need to be delivering down the road is going to have to wait. So every thought has to be brought into the obedience of Christ. It is not just ungodly, worldly, sensuous thoughts though that is included. It means that we must have the discipline in our minds to do that which is at hand. Paul tells us of our main offensive weapon in Ephesians 6:17 is the word of God. 

Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Our weapons are mighty through God (v. 4). Paul defines his weapons not by what they are (like speech or money), but by what they do. They are not carnal. They aren't tools of human ego. Paul lists specific armor in Ephesians 6, but here Paul tells us of three primary weapons used to dismantle these mental barriers. The Truth (Word of God) is the weapon against imaginations. It replaces human reasoning and false philosophies with divine reality. Humility is the weapon against High Things. It targets pride. By submitting to God, the lofty barriers of self-exaltation are leveled. Then Prayer and dependence upon the Holy Spirit is the weapon against every thought. It provides the spiritual force to seize thoughts and redirect them toward Christ. Our power source is external. They are mighty through God. The Greek word for mighty means dynamite. In the Roman world, a stronghold was a physical fortress or prison. Paul’s spiritual weakness actually carries enough explosive power to level stone walls. The targets that he faced were intellectual and spiritual fortresses. This is where Paul proves he isn't weak. He describes his warfare as a barrier on the mind. He targets three things; imaginations or arguments: 

This refers to the philosophical arguments his critics of the false teachers used to sound superior. Then the high things refers to the lofty pride or any barrier built to keep people from truly knowing God with their false teaching. He isn't just winning a debate; but he is bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. This proves he isn't weak. Paul’s argument is a masterclass in the power of God. He uses military terminology to show that his meekness is actually restraint. He doesn't shout people down. He demolishes the underlying reasoning of their idols. He doesn't use physical intimidation. He captures the very hearts and minds of his listeners by the Gospel of love. He beseeches gently (v. 1). He is ready to revenge all disobedience once their faith is fulfilled. 2Co 10:6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. Paul ends this section with a subtle but firm warning: He is telling the rebels in Corinth: I am being gentle right now to give the faithful among you time to get your hearts right. But don't be fooled, I have the spiritual authority to deal with those who remain in rebellion. Paul’s weakness is like a sheathed sword. He chooses not to draw it because he prefers peace, but verses 4 and 5 serve as a reminder that the sword is very real, very sharp, and powered by God. Paul’s point is that we must use a power source that is higher than the mind to fix the problems.

The Word of God will enable us to tear down Satan's strongholds in our lives. In Romans twelve, we are warned to present our bodies unto God. So what are we to do with our thoughts? Every thought has to be brought into the obedience of Christ. It is not just ungodly, worldly, sensuous thoughts though that is included. It means that we must have the discipline in our minds to do that which is at hand and desired of by God. 2Co 10:6 And having in a readiness to revenge (or to punish) all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. He is talking about himself. In other words Paul is ready to come down here like a mother bear that is standing up in defense of her cubs. Paul is ready to come down here and to punish those who are destroying the Corinthian people. He will be bold toward them. That is what he means by this term boldness that he uses. But then it is when your obedience is fulfilled. We must submit unto God and to Paul’s message before God and such a message is able to punish those that are at fault in our lives. Before Paul could come to Corinth and correct these false teachers, he wanted the Corinthians to submit to his authority in order to correct these others that are coming in here trying to destroy them. God will not force anyone. 

If these Corinthians were set on following these false teacher and their attitude toward Paul and the Gospel was not to submit, then God will not deliver them. Their  attitude has to be right before God can do anything about the things these false teachers are doing. That is absolutely true.  God’s power is often released through the gateway of human cooperation. In the context of 2 Corinthians 10:6, Paul explicitly says he is ready to punish every act of disobedience once your obedience is complete. By submitting to Paul’s authority, they were essentially closing the spiritual door they had left open for these deceivers. God respects human will; He won't force a delivery on someone who is still actively choosing to side with the enemy. If the Corinthians remained in rebellion, to Paul’s Gospel which he represents then Paul’s weapons would have had to be used against the church members themselves. But by submitting, to God and the Gospel and Paul, the church moved from being the target of the correction to becoming the base of operations from which Paul could deal with the false teachers. Remember Jesus in Mr 6:5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them because of their unbelief. 

His power was not limited, but their lack of submission/faith created a barrier. Paul was essentially saying: I can't clear the wolves out of the field while the sheep are still opening the gate for them. The Corinthians’ attitude and their willingness to cast down their own pride, was the requirement for the divine dynamite to work on the false teachers. If people today choose error when they know it is wrong, then there is no help that will come. If the weapons that Paul speaks of are designed to pull down strongholds, they can only be effective if the person wants the walls to come down. When people choose error despite knowing the truth, they aren't just making a mistake; they are building a fortified position against God. They are essentially telling the Holy Spirit; you are not welcome to use your weapons here. It isn't because God lacks power, but because He respects the sovereignty of the human will. Continuing to listen to false teachers that bring error is what happens to the mind, it becomes a seared conscience or judicial blindness sets in. If you are inside a fortress (the stronghold of error) and you are the one holding the keys and bolting the doors, God will not police-raid your soul into submission. As long as the “High Thing, which is pride is active, the person believes their error is actually a safe place. They view the Truth as an enemy and the False Teacher as a friend. 

Until that person decides to surrender, the divine dynamite of mighty power stays in the crate. There is a specific danger in knowing something is wrong and choosing it anyway. This moves the battle from a struggle with ignorance to a struggle with rebellion. Ignorance can be cured with teaching. Rebellion can only be cured with submission. Paul knew that if the Corinthians continued to entertain the false teachers while knowing the truth of Paul’s authority in the Gospel, they would eventually reach a point of hardness where even a miracle wouldn't reach them. Help cannot come to a person who has redefined help as an intrusion. Spiritual help is a rescue mission, and a rescue mission requires the person being rescued to actually grab the rope. If they choose to stay in the burning building because they like the warmth of the fire, the rescuer’s hands are effectively tied. 2Co 10:7 Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ’s, even so are we Christ’s. These are some of the things that Paul had been accused of that these people had bought into. There are some that looked upon Paul’s appearance and declared that he isn’t even of God. 

His appearance didn’t even give some of them the impression that he is a real minister of God. So, he asks, do you look on the outward appearance? The Corinthians were being swayed by people who looked like men of authority. They were men with impressive letters of recommendation, eloquent speech, and a commanding physical presence. We see that in our day. Paul is reminding them that spiritual authority isn't a beauty pageant or because their lot in society. Judging by the outward appearance means missing the internal work of the Holy Spirit. If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s... these false teachers were claiming a special, superior connection to Jesus. They were essentially saying, we are the real representatives of Christ, and Paul is a second-rate substitute. These false teachers were actually contradicting the very Holy Spirit they claimed to possess. 2Co 10:8 For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed: 

Paul says maybe I should exercise the authority that God has given to me a little bit more. But the Lord has not given this authority for destruction. The Lord has given this authority for edification. Paul did not come down to use the authority for destruction or to tear down. He wanted to use it to build up. Paul’s goal was for growth, health, and maturity of the church. He would use his power to tear people down unnecessarily. There many leaders in the church today that need to heed Paul’s message in this area. They use their power to direct people not in the ways of God but in their own personal way. Paul emphasizes that his authority was given by the Lord. This authority was not to tell them, you do what I say, but it is divine authority to build up. Paul doesn't own the authority; he manages it on behalf of Christ. Paul must do what the Lord Jesus intends. 2Co 10:10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. These false teachers tried to pull the Corinthians away from listening to Paul and his message. So Paul defends himself, not for his own person, but for the defense of the Gospel. Because if these people did not accept him, they would not accept the Gospel. These others said you see there his bodily presence is weak and his speech is contemptable; no one could minister the Gospel like that. Certainly God has not ordained anyone to do such a thing as that. 2Co 10:11 Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are present. 

If you think we are bold when we are absent in our letters, you continue like you are and you just see how we are when we are with you. 2Co 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. We get nowhere by comparing ourselves with other people. Paul warns that is the wrong measuring line. These people who are commending themselves. They have evaluated themselves and given themselves an A+ rating and Paul says we dare not associate with them. Then, they were measuring themselves by themselves. That is what the Pharisees did. And they came up with the conclusion that we are fine and wonderful and great. And we are head and shoulders above everybody else. Paul says we are not do that. They were measuring themselves and are not wise. We are unwise if we compare our ministry to someone else’s ministry. We are unwise if we compare our lives or anything else to someone else. Paul says don’t do that. We only have one measuring line. 2Co 10:13 But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you. 

Our measuring rule is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is what we have to measure ourselves by. 2Co 10:14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we reached not unto you: for we are come as far as to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ: The only opinion that makes any difference in my life and ministry is God’s. We must leave that judgment and evaluation to the Lord. So Paul is talking about that measure of the word of God right here. Paul was bringing this same rule to them that he was using on himself. Paul had the authority to correct this Corinthian assembly. The Lord gave Paul that authority of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 2Co 10:15 Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men's labours; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly. Notice Paul was not boasting on accomplishments or of measures, or of attainment that people had accomplished. The only thing that Paul could boast in is the Gospel and the operations of it. But having hope, when your faith is increased. The only way to increase faith is: faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. That is the only thing Paul boasted in. 

His hope was that their faith would increase which is a direct result of the word of God. When your faith is increased, we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly. In other words, we should be commended by you not because of our wonderful outward appearance, or our silver tongues or our wonderful personality. The reason we should be enlarged is because you have benefited from the Gospel that we have brought. It because we are preaching the message which has made a change in your lives. 2Co 10:16 To preach the Gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s line of things made ready to our hand. This is another way they could enlarge Paul. They could contribute and make him able to bring the Gospel to regions beyond. Paul did not have an entourage that went ahead of him preparing things and laying foundations for him. So he was not going to go into areas and then boast in another man’s line of things made ready to our hand. He was simply going into places where the Gospel had never been preached before. 2Co 10:17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. He gloried in the Lord. That is the bottom line in our lives in everything that we do and in everything that God gives to us. Every attitude that we have is to glory in the Lord and not to glory in work, or people, or great buildings, or great projects and ministries. 

He that glory let him glory in the Lord. 2Co 10:18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. People can commend themselves all they want, or they can get other people to commend them and pat them on the back and endorse them, but in the final analysis there is only one commendation and that is of any value. That is; does the Lord commend me? Do we please the Lord. Today leadership is often about self-promotion and recommendation. Many leaders today write their own resumes, puffing up their own achievements, and telling everyone how spiritual they are. This is what was happening at Corinth. The word approved is a technical term in the Greek. It was used in Paul’s day to describe coins that had been tested and shown to be genuine, or metal that had passed through the fire. Real approval doesn't come from a mirror or a fan club; it comes from the Lord. Paul had gone through the fire. The Lord’s commendation to Paul wasn't just a feeling. It was the visible fruit of his ministry. It was by changed lives, established churches, and the presence of the Holy Spirit and preaching the Gospel hat he was entrusted with. It was the power of Grace through the word of God.
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