II Corinthians 11:1-17 February 19, 2026
2Co 11:1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: (folly or foolishness) and indeed bear with me. Paul’s folly was announcing the truth of the bride of Christ. Today that same subject is still counted a little bit foolish because there are those who do not understand what Paul is saying. The majority of the Church teaches that the whole Church is going to be the bride of Christ. The Apostle Paul tells us here as well as many other places that is not true. 2Co 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. Espoused means engaged. Paul engaged the Church as a whole unto Christ. As we know today, engagements don’t always result in marriage. There are many engagements that are broken. Just because there is an engagement does not mean there is going to be a wedding. Likewise Paul did indeed engage or espouse the Church as a whole unto Christ, but all of the Church is not going to answer that call. Here is the first reason they do not answer that call. Paul says, for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. The fact of the matter is that the Church as a whole is not a chaste virgin. One question comes to mind. 

Why does Paul teach this here to the Corinthian Church? It seems that this should be taught to more mature saints. The Corinthian church was, to put it mildly, a bit of a train wreck. They were dealing with division, sexual immorality, and intellectual pride. Yet, Paul chooses this moment to use the image of an espousal. The false apostles were trying to woo the Corinthians away. Paul uses the marriage metaphor to frame these false teachers not just as wrong, but as adulterers or homewreckers. Paul’s folly is his concern that the bride is being corrupted before the wedding day. And not everyone in the engaged Church makes it in the bride. Paul’s use of the term chaste virgin, it implies a process of sanctification and overcoming. These false teachers have come in to destroy what Paul was building with the Gospel. Paul isn't teaching the Bridehood as a reward or a crown for their study; he’s using it as a standard for their conduct. He’s essentially saying: How can you listen to these false teachers when you have been promised to the King of Kings? You are throwing away your dowry! It’s less of a classroom lecture and more of a desperate plea from a father seeing his daughter flirt with disaster.

To understand why Paul used such language for a struggling church, we have to look at the fine print. He wasn't just using a metaphor; he was using legal and sacrificial language to show that the nearness to Christ being in the Church is not the same as mature readiness to be in the Bride of Christ. The Corinthians were bought by the blood of  Christ’s and He had Paul bring them the Gospel. The gap between the engagement and the wedding was the testing period. Paul’s folly or fear in 2 Corinthians 11:3 is that the church is failing the background check before the wedding day even arrives. In 2 Corinthians 11:2, Paul uses the word present. I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. This word literally means to place beside or to present. This is term used in in the New Testament was to bring them before a magistrate to be examined or to give an account. Paul warns the engaged Church that their faithfulness will be inspected. 2 Timothy 2:15: Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Paul is the one who wants to present the Corinthians as submissive with the terms of the engagement. If they are found ashamed (unapproved), they fail the inspection. Then there is the Sacrificial placing of an offering on an altar to see if it is without blemish. Paul uses this language when he says, Chaste Virgin. In the Old Testament, a priest could not present just any animal; it had to be without blemish. 

Paul applies this same picture to the believers bodies and conduct. Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. Then Eph 5:27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. This presenting is pictured as the altar and the sacrifice without blemish. Paul’s godly jealousy is that of a priest. He is desiring that the Corinthians' old life be slain and now wants to present them on the altar of the wedding day as a pure sacrifice, not a corrupted one. But they would not make that choice. They chose the false teachers. Paul wanted to bring them into the presence of the King. Paul uses this same word in Colossians 1:22 To present you holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his sight. The folly that Paul speaks of is his desire to even present us to Christ. For Paul, the Church is the field, but the Bride is the harvest. Paul is terrified that the Corinthians, by following false teachers, will be presented but found blemished. It would be like a sacrifice that the priest rejects at the altar. Note the Seven Letters to the Churches in Revelation 2 and 3. 

In those chapters, Jesus addresses the Church or the engaged body, but he makes specific promises only to him that overcometh. That is the Chaste Virgin company of the Bride. The Requirement of Garments in the old Testament was that the bride was responsible for her own wedding garment. This is reflected in Revelation 19:7-8: For the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. Note: The righteousness here in Greek is means righteous acts. This isn't just the imputed righteousness of faith; it is the lived-out faithfulness of the believer. Revelation also teaches that while the invitation is corporate, the marriage is conditional upon fidelity. So, why tell this to the immature Corinthians? Paul brings this up in 2 Corinthians 11 because the so-called super-apostles (the false teachers) were offering a cheap version of Christianity that didn't require the simplicity that is in Christ (11:3). Paul is telling the Corinthians: You think you are safe because you are engaged, but I am jealous because I see you losing your wedding garments. Simplicity doesn't mean easy or basic; it means singleness, sincerity, and honesty. 

It is the opposite of being double-minded. In the context of the Bride, the simplicity is undivided loyalty to one Husband. Mt 6:22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. Single is the root of simplicity. It is a stern teaching intended to produce godly sorrow and a return to holiness. Paul began 1Corinthians by announcing that they had taken one head after another. Some say I am of Paul; I am of Apollos; I am of Cephas; I am this and that one. There is only one head of the Church which is Christ. If men do not have this one head they are not virgin in character. The Church today is trying to be like the world and they are following the path of the world. The things that work in the world they have tried to transmit them over into the ways of the Church. God never did intend for that to happen. God intended for the Church to be a heavenly body and yet the Church as a whole is not that way today. Therefore we cannot say that the Church is of virgin character. But the woman that will be presented to Christ is going to be an absolute virgin. The Church as a whole today often operates as a visible institution rather than a spiritual body. Because visible institutions rely on human heads, denominations, celebrity pastors, or specific traditions. The subtlety of the serpent is often just the substitution of man’s methods for God’s patterns. 

In the Bible, God is a God of precise patterns. We see that in the building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. When man tries to improve or modernize those patterns with worldly traditions, it results in the corruption of the simplicity that is in Christ. When God gave the instructions for the Tabernacle, He was not giving suggestions; He was giving a heavenly blueprint. The Problem Today is that the Church works on what works best. But in the Tabernacle, even the oil and incense had a specific formula that could not be imitated (Exodus 30:32-33). If man tried to invent his own version of the holy oil, he was cut off. When the Church adopts worldly methods like the false teachers in Corinth, they make the power of the Cross of none effect (1 Cor 1:17). Paul argued that if he used the world's wisdom, the faith of the people would stand in the wisdom of men rather than the power of God. Just as Israel built a golden calf to represent God who had just delivered them, modern religious systems often build golden calves, thinking they are serving God while actually violating His blueprint. God's blueprint requires a come out from among them and be ye separate lifestyle. Trying to fit God into our ways is the definition of idolatry. The Bride’s only job is to yield. 

As Mary said at the wedding in Cana: Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it (John 2:5). That is the only way to get the new wine. Man has been wrong so many times from the very beginning. Even when the Church adopts the way man handles marriage is contrary to the ways of God. When man started something way back in the past, he added to it down through the ages without God. When that happens it is corrupt. Butt the Church takes those things invented without God and tries to again fit them into God’s blueprint. Tt will never work. God does not patch or fix man’s inventions. In the scriptures, God always demands a complete return to the Original Pattern. When the Church takes a corrupted human system (like the modern concept of marriage, leadership, or worship and tries to Christianize it, they are putting new wine into old bottles, and the bottles eventually break. Mt 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. If the foundation is built on man’s added traditions rather than God’s from the beginning Word, the house cannot stand. God forbids mixing two different systems. You cannot take the seed of man’s inventions and mix it with the Seed of the Holy Spirit. If it is contrary to God’s Blueprint it will not stand. 

The Church is wearing the garments of another system. When the Church tries to fit God into man’s way, they produce a hybrid that has no life-giving power. It might look like a church, but it cannot produce the Chaste Virgin Paul spoke of. Paul’s folly was his refusal to use the old customs of Israel which got them in trouble in the first place. He wasn’t going to even use their customs in marriage. He insisted on the simplicity of the Cross, even if it looked foolish to the world and the Church. If the Church is found clinging to Apollos or another head, it doesn't meet the criteria of being a chaste virgin because its heart is divided. The woman that will be presented to Christ is going to be an absolute virgin and mature in virgin character. This is the character that God will work in us. It will not be in the Church as a whole, but it most certainly can be in our lives if we will believe God for it and indeed establish Him as the Head in our own experience. Paul is telling us here that the Church as a whole is doing exactly the same thing that Adam’s wife Eve did. Notice, I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve. What actually happened in the Garden of Eden? Eve denied the headship of her husband. 

When Satan came to her and he began to question her, and he began to form doubts in her mind; we never read that she went to Adam and ask if it was alright. No she did not. She made that decision on her own. Then after she had partaken of the forbidden fruit, then she induced him to do exactly the same thing and he did it. So she did not go to her husband first. Likewise today the Church as a whole is not going to Christ for leadership. They are looking to men as their head and as their leader. Paul uses the example of Eve to show that spiritual infidelity starts in the mind, not in outward behavior. The Subtilty is that the serpent didn't ask Eve to hate God; he asked her to reconsider God’s word through a different lens. When people began saying I am of Apollos, their minds were being beguiled. They weren't trying to leave the faith; they were simply adding extra layers of human wisdom to the Gospel. Paul sees this intellectualizing the faith. It is the beginning of spiritual adultery. The word simplicity means singleness, sincerity, and lack of complexity. The moment you add human leaders, specific denominational creeds, and party loyalties, the faith is no longer simple. It becomes a complex system of human politics and headship rivalries. 

Corruption here is the spoiling of a pure thing. The Church didn’t just wake up and decide to worship an idol. Instead, it is slowly beguiled into believing that it needs these human heads, these titles, and these divisions to function. By the time the marriage arrives, the mind of the Church will have been so cluttered with human traditions and loyalties that the simplicity of Christ is buried under the weight of human craftiness. The core Truth of the word of God is Singleness of Mind. Beguilement is multiplicity of mind. Satan’s goal is to make the Church try to follow multiple directions at once in its thinking. Satan will say its okay to hold onto Christ while also clinging to the heads of men. He brings confusion. Paul so concerned about the welfare of the Church, because he had espoused her to Christ. He saw signs of the church being deceived. And he saw that they would fail to come to enjoy the place provided. But he is telling us here that the Church as a whole is doing exactly the same thing that Adam’s wife Eve did and that is taking another head other than Christ. Today many in the Church are listening to voice of Satan to take another head.

We must have a single vision, The simplicity that is in Christ is found in V4. 2Co 11:4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. The simplicity that is in Christ is the Christ of the Gospel. 
Another spirit here is not simply talking about the Holy Spirit, but it is the Spirit of Christ Himself. There are those in the Church today who are not proclaiming that Spirit of Christ. 
Just as the serpent used craftiness to deceive Eve, Paul fears the Corinthians’ minds are being corrupted from their sincere and pure devotion to Christ. When Paul reaches verse 4, he is essentially calling out the Corinthians for their being gullible. V4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus; Paul uses the word another to highlight a counterfeit. He identifies a three-fold threat. 1.Another Jesus: A version of Christ that focused only on glory and power, ignoring the suffering of the Cross. 2. Another Spirit: A spirit of legalism or elitism rather than the Holy Spirit of grace. Another Gospel: A message of works or human wisdom rather than the finished work of Jesus. When Paul says, ye might well bear with him. He isn’t giving them permission to listen to false teachers. He is shaming them. 

He’s saying, I’m amazed at how much patience you have for these frauds! You tolerate these intruders who bring a fake gospel, yet you’re critical and demanding of me, Paul; the one who actually loves them and brings them the truth. There was a time when some people had rejected Jesus and the disciples came to Him and said, now Lord do want us to call down fire from heaven on them? Jesus said in: Lu 9:55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. Many are not allowing Jesus to be the head and direct what men ought to do. They are receiving another gospel Paul says. There is really only one Gospel and that is the Gospel that the Apostle Paul preached and that is the Gospel of the grace of God. The Church in error has tried to receive another gospel. That is not glad tidings. Paul has the only message that is going to prepare us for the coming of the Lord. The Gospel of Divine Grace is the only Gospel that will make us of that virgin character to reign with Christ and to be the bride of Christ. Then notice further, another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. In regard to the headship of Christ in our world today there are many in very subtle ways who are trying to establish an authority over people that God did not give. 

They are trying to control people with error. It is those things that are not in scripture. God never did give one person authority over another to direct his life. That can only come from Christ. Christ is our head and we must take our direction from Him. To do what they are doing is to depart from the simplicity that is in Christ, which simply means they are taking another head and not bowing to Christ’s headship and His Gospel. Jesus is the ultimate authority. The Church today tolerates numerous false doctrines. But by tolerating false doctrine they lose their chaste virgin condition. In the last part of V4 Paul says you must bear with me. Then V5 thru the end of this chapter, Paul gives them reasons as to why they should bear with him and to listen to what he says. He doesn’t just tell them; I have the authority and you just have to bear with me. He gives them several reasons why they should bear with him and listen to him. We have already seen how there were those questioning Paul’s Apostolic authority. They were taking the teachings and the advice of false teachers. In so doing they were undermining Paul. So Paul has been forced to defend himself and the authority that God has given to him here in V5. 

For Paul to speak this sharply in theses verses, Paul points to these polished speakers who were undermining Paul’s authority by calling him weak and unimpressive. The Corinthians prided themselves on being sophisticated and open-minded. Paul is telling them that their tolerance is actually spiritual unfaithfulness. These false teachers were likely charging money and boasting of their credentials. Paul gave the Gospel freely and he was being looked down upon because he didn't market himself the way they did. Paul is saying that by entertaining these other versions of a so-called faith, the Corinthians aren't being spiritual, they are being cheated on by a spiritual con artist. This is what happens when people sit and listen to error. 2Co 11:6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been thoroughly made manifest among you in all things. They accused him of being rude in speech in chapter 10:10. They really held that against the Apostle Paul because he was not a great speaker. The world today is looking for that kind of speaker and it doesn’t make any difference what they say just as long as they are a great speaker. Paul says, though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge. What Paul was saying is proper and it is the deep things of God and he was not behind in anything as far as knowledge is concerned. But we have been thoroughly made manifest among you in all things. This means that Paul lived the Gospel before them. We didn’t just preach the message and go on our merry way and do our own thing. The Gospel that we preach is actually manifest in actual deeds. 

We did exactly what we said. It was manifest in our own lives. 2Co 11:7 Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? 2Co 11:8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. They were giving the money to these other teachers and did not support Paul. 2Co 11:9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. This is a rather shocking verse when we know the truth of it. When I was present with you, and wanted; walking around in flesh and blood probably with tattered cloths and perhaps even hungry. He was actually standing there in front of them and he was in need and lacked the necessities of life. Then he says, I was chargeable to no man; I still did not demand of you that you would buy the things that I needed. Every Gospel minister has to learn this because it is so important that we do not get our eyes off on the channel that God uses, but rather keep our eyes on the Lord Himself. God does not want us to become so addicted to one particular person or persons in order to get money or our needs met. Paul realized that if one person does not give as he should, God has amazing ways of making it up somewhere else. 

So Paul says here that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 2Co 11:10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this boasting in the regions of Achaia. The boasting that he is talking about is preaching the Gospel. His boasting was that he was going to preach this message regardless whether you support me or not. 2Co 11:11 Wherefore? because I love you not? God knoweth. He lets God answer that question and so indeed we have to do the same thing in our lives. These other false teachers were whispering to the church: Paul won't take your money because he doesn't want to be obligated to you. He’s keeping his distance. He doesn't actually love you like we do, and we love you enough to let you pay us! When Paul asks, Wherefore? because I love you not? He is putting their unspoken thought into words. He is saying, Do you think my refusal to be on your payroll is because I don't care about you? Paul’s answer is short and solemn. By saying God knoweth. Paul is appealing to the only witness who can see his heart. That is the Lord Jesus. His refusal to take their money isn't a lack of love; it’s a safeguard for the Gospel. 

They were trying to trap Paul. If he took money, they’d call him a mercenary (like the false teachers). Since he didn't take money, they called him cold and unloving. Paul was not chargeable to no man. He did not demand anything from them and he was going to preach the Gospel message regardless if they supported him or not. 2Co 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. The reason they are #1 false apostles is because their primary goal is not to preach the Gospel but to get something else. A real true Apostle is one who has a burden to preach the truth for the truth’s sake. They are #2 deceitful workers which are those that will say anything and do anything in order to get something. #3 Transforming themselves into the Apostles of Christ. Who is the father of such things? Satan himself; 2Co 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. What do many religious leaders boast in today? The flesh! They seek and boast in their own ease and glory. Those tactics Paul traces back to Satan himself. 
2Co 11:15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. When Paul talks about “his minister” he isn’t talking about unsaved people. He is talking about people who have adopted the ways and the tactics of the enemy and many Christians have done that. And they are not really ministers of righteousness as God intends. Notice; whose end shall be according to their works. In other words their end is going to be what their works demand. And it is not necessarily a reward of righteousness that they are going to get.  2Co 11:16 I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little. Paul says I am no fool, but if you think that then well alright, receive me, that I may boast myself a little. Paul says, just bear with me, if you think I am being a fool and an idiot anyway; just bear with me and hear what I have to say. 

2Co 11:17 That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. Paul says this is not the proper way of doing things; this is not the way that I want to do things. He said I am speaking here foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. The reason he says this is that God’s way is never for us to boast in anything. Paul is performing a spiritual surgery on the Corinthians’ perspective. He is essentially saying, I am going to step out of the character of a humble apostle for a moment and speak the language of your false leaders, which was the language of boasting just to show you how absurd it is. When Paul starts listing his pedigree, he is saying, This isn't how Jesus talks. Jesus doesn’t brag about His resume, and neither should I. Paul considers boasting to be a mark of spiritual folly. In Christ, a person’s worth is given by God’s grace, not earned by their achievements. Bragging about what God gave him is as foolish as a pipe bragging about the water it carries. Paul is mocking the confidence of the prideful leaders. They were confident in their self; Paul was confident in his weakness.
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