II Corinthians 5 January 8, 2026. Ambassador for Christ

Paul introduces chapter 5 by the previous verse. 2Co 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 2Co 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. It was the outward man, our body, which is perishing that Paul was referring to. This body that is so weak and frail will give way to this wonderful eternal body that God has prepared for us. 2Co 5:2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven: We are earnestly waiting and groaning for the redemption of this earthly body, when we will put on immortality. The house that Paul is talking about is our glorified body. This mortal body or temporary body is going to give way to the glorified body. Ro 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 2Co 5:3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. We need a body. 

Whenever a believer dies, his body is laid in the ground and his spirit goes to be with the Lord, so he is unclothed, but he is going to be clothed with that glorified body. As long as we are in this earthen vessel, we sure have groanings and burdens. We groan being burdened but not for that we would be unclothed. Paul says we don’t have an obsession with death. Our groaning is not to be unclothed; the groaning is to be clothed upon that mortality might be swallowed up of life.
2Co 5:4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. This word groan means to be in a strait, to sigh or murmur, or to pray inaudible. There is a verse in Exodus that tells us a little bit about Israel’s groaning. Ex 2:23 And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. They were groaning because they were in such bondage to the Egyptians.

2Co 5:5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. God made us to be glorified. He intended that from the very beginning. God determined from the beginning that we should be eternal and that we should be glorified. Then He has given us the earnest of the Spirit. The infilling of the Holy Ghost and the operation of Spirit in us, glorious as they are, they are just an earnest or just a foretaste of what is going to be whenever we have our glorified bodies. God is preparing us right now for our eternal destiny. Here, Paul connects the ideas of our light affliction and the eternal weight of glory (2 Corinthians 5:17-18). Our light affliction is (in part) how God has prepared us. There was a man in the middle of painful trials. He took a walk in his neighborhood and saw a construction crew at work on a big church. He stood and watched a stone craftsman work a long time on a block. He could not see where the block would fit, because the church appeared to be finished. He watched the man work on that block carefully and, slowly shaping it into a precise pattern. Finally, he asked the man, why are you spending so much time chipping and shaping that block? The craftsman pointed up to the top of the nearly completed steeple and said, I’m shaping it down here so it will fit in up there. The man in the middle of the trials instantly knew that was God’s message to him. He was being prepared down here so that he would fit in up in heaven.

When the trials are hard on earth, it isn’t always easy to take comfort in our heavenly destiny. God knew this, so He gave us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee. He backs up the promise of heaven with an (earnest) down payment right now, the Holy Spirit. Earnest is the Greek word arrhabon, which described a pledge or a partial payment that required future payments but gave the one receiving the guarantee a legal claim to the goods in question. In the modern Greek language, arrhabona means “engagement ring.” Paul said in 2Co 11:1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. 2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. We have been given the promise of marriage. We have been given the engagement ring. But what is it that will break that engagement? Lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. People are letting the devil rob them of what they could have. God’s best! We Christians can experience the great blessings from the Holy Spirit now. 

When we consider how glorious the down payment is, we should consider how great the whole gift will be. But many are losing out. They are allowing the devil to rob them. They do not allow the Holy Spirit to have His way in their hearts. They know nothing of yielding to the life of Christ! The work of the Holy Spirit in the soul is the bud of heaven. Grace is not a thing which will be taken away from us when we enter glory, but it will develop us into glory if we let the Holy Spirit finish the work. Grace is never withdrawn as though it had answered its purpose, but it will be matured into glory if we let it. 2Co 5:6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: As long as we are in this world we are literally apart from the Lord. We know He is with us and we walk with and we count on that fellowship, but we are not actually in heaven yet, we are absent from the Lord. We are living by faith. Paul said we are always confident. What are we confident in? The presence of the Holy Spirit in Paul’s life gave him confidence. It assured him that God was at work in him and would continue His work. 

If you cannot say of yourself that you are always confident, then ask God for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in your life. We can be always confident, even in hard times, if we keep Colossians 3:2: Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. So, what is the way to maintain peace when there are changes in the soul? Or, when we are sometimes cast down? The only way is never to be unduly depressed by adversity or by doubts and fears. How can this be? Because we should have learned to live not upon the things without or upon things within, or by circumstances, but upon things above, which are the true food for a new creation. This should be our prayer to the Lord in Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. The next verse is so fitting! 2Co 5:7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 2Co 5:8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. That means to depart from this body is to be with the Lord. Are we confident? Paul repeats this word confident. It must be important if he repeats it again. Confident means to exercise courage. Courage where? In the Lord! He is available wherever we are, because God is always with us. The source of true courage is God’s presence and strength. God will never leave us or forsake us! We have eternal life the moment we believe. 

It is the life of the Lords Jesus that He has placed within us the moment we believe on Him. But immortality refers to the body that we will have in glory. 1Co 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. Paul knew to be absent from this body was to be present with the Lord. God made us to be glorified. He intended that from the very beginning. God determined from the beginning that we should be eternal and that we should be glorified. Paul looked forward to that. 2Co 5:8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. At that moment in time when we leave this world by way of the grave, we are present with the Lord at that moment in time. The day will come, whether we go by way of the grave or translation, when we will no longer be absent from the Lord. On that day, we will not have to walk by faith, but we will see the glory and the presence of God by sight. Paul is confident based on the guarantee of the Holy Spirit of his eternal destiny. He is not afraid of the world beyond. In fact, he would be well pleased to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

To be present with the Lord is what makes heaven really heaven. So we long to be present with the Lord. Heaven is precious to us for many reasons. We want to be with loved ones who have passed before us and whom we miss so dearly. We want to be with the great men and women of God who have passed before us in centuries past. We want to walk the streets of gold, see the pearly gates, and see the angels round the throne of God worshipping Him day and night. However, none of those things, precious as they are, make heaven really heaven. What makes heaven really heaven is the unhindered, unrestricted presence of our Lord Jesus Christ. The place of heaven would be like hell if we could not be present with the Lord Jesus. To see Him face to face. To see those eyes and all that He has done for us; the much much more. To have Him reveal even more! Oh our minds cannot even comprehend what Jesus is to us and what He paid for us. 2Co 5:9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. Our desire, our focus must be that we are accepted of Him. Since what we do right now has eternal consequences, our goal must persistently be to please God. 

It does not matter what anybody else thinks of us. Our business is to please Christ. The less we trouble ourselves about pleasing men the more we will succeed in pleasing God. Paul tells us that we can’t do anything right now about pleasing God if we are absent from these bodies and present with the Lord. That day has not yet come. Yet we can do something about pleasing the Lord when we are absent from His immediate presence and present in these bodies now. 2Co 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. We must realize that we are appearing before the judgement seat of Christ right now, it should bring great comfort to us. We must look at Revelation 1 where Jesus is walking amidst the candlesticks right now. The judgement seat of Christ is Jesus inspecting or judging us and giving us the opportunity to change those things that are not right. The judgement seat is the wonderful throne of divine grace. He says to the Churches in Revelation repent. There is not going to be any repentance after we get to heaven. The repentance is done now. We are judged NOW,  to correct those things now. When we go to heaven, it will be to receive our reward. That is what the believers get is a reward. This is not the Great White Throne judgment of Revelation 20:11-15. Who is the “we” of verse ten? Christians. Only sinners will appear at the Great White Throne Judgment. 

The purpose is for the Christian to receive our reward. This is based upon what building materials one has used in building. I Corinthians 3:12-15. 1Co 3:12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, why? That every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. We are judged now and then we are rewarded after we get to glory. At that day we will be rewarded according to how we have conducted ourselves in this life. 2Co 5:11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences. This terror does not mean that we should be afraid of God. God does not want His people to be afraid of Him. That is not good in any relationship. 

The fear of the Lord or the terror of the Lord is in ah of Him or in reverence to Him. Rev 1:13-17, you will find what John saw. He saw the judge and remember what he did. I fell at His feet as dead. He was in such ah of Him and overcome by what he saw. That is the attitude we need before the Lord and not one of being afraid of Him to the point we want to run away. Then 2Co 5:11 but we are made manifest unto God and that is right now. Re 1:13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:

Note what Paul says in 2Co 5:12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. Much of the religious world today boasts and glory’s in the wrong thing. They boast in themselves. They glory in appearance. All of us  have been leveled in death. We believers all died with Christ. We are not any better than anyone else. Paul has already demonstrated who he was and now he is giving these Corinthians the opportunity to defend them before those who are judging them according to outward appearance and not according to the heart. Many times people look at us and judge us by what they see on the outside. They judge us by what we have or don’t have; and how we dress; where you live; how much of the world’s goods do we have. God is the only one that sees the desires of the heart. We don’t commend ourselves again to you: Though Paul gloried in his weakness, his trials, and his struggles, he doesn’t do it to brag before the Corinthian Christians. The Corinthian Christians thought the trials made Paul less of an Apostle and man of God. One problem with the Corinthian Christians is that they liked those who glory in appearance and not in heart. They looked down on Paul because his glory was not in appearance and only in the heart. By telling the Corinthian Christians how God worked through his struggles and trials, Paul gave them something to answer those who thought that way. Paul is basically saying, what do you glory in? 

Are you among those who glory in appearance and not in heart? Remember what the Lord said to Samuel: The LORD does not see as a man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Most people are so impressed by a person’s image. It isn’t that appearance is completely unimportant, but the heart is what the Lord is concerned about. In V13 are some things that Paul was accused of. 2Co 5:13 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause. The word beside ourselves simply means insane. They accused Paul of being insane. Whether we be sober which means to speak sensibly, it is for your cause. 2Co 5:14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead. It is Divine love that controls us. It is the love of Christ that controls us. Paul wants them to know that what he did, and the way he was, and the way he conducted himself, was because he was constrained by the love of God.: The love of Christ constrains us because #1 we thus judge, that #2 if one died for all, then were all dead: Then #3 2Co 5:15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 

This is the way the love of Christ constrains us. We realize that Jesus died for all. He is our Head! We must have our attention and focus on Christ.  We must also realize that we die in Christ. So all men are on the same level. Paul elsewhere gives the three-part answer to being on the same level. We are not any better than anyone else. #1 we are dead to sin; #2 we have crucified the flesh; #3 the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world. These answers are found in these verses. Ro 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Ga 5:24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. Ga 6:14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. The love of Christ constrains us that we live for others. We have the same spirit and attitude and heart that Jesus had and that was indeed to give Himself for others. 2Co 5:16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. 

Because of what he just went through in V 14-15, the love of Christ constrains us. This is where we begin to make distinctions; if we begin to look at outward appearances then we are looking after the flesh. We know no man after the flesh. 2Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: This means we cannot boast and put one above another and of course the love of Christ will not allow us to do that. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: We must claim that for ourselves and we must see that in other people. Then old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. Sometimes Christians have a hard time laying hold of this verse. They allow the devil to intimidate them with what they did when they were sinners or when they fall into sin. God will make this verse a reality in our lives. We have become a New Creation in Christ! 2Co 5:18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; Paul is pointing to all things are of God. God did the work of reconciliation? How did God reconcile the world unto Himself? It was by the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ. So, what is the ministry of reconciliation? It is the restoration of the fellowship with God. That was what was broken from the very beginning with Adam and Eve. 

2Co 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. God reconciled the world unto Himself by not imputing our trespasses unto us. He put them or imputed them on Christ and has committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Man has been reconciled back unto God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Our title of this chapter is ambassador for Christ. What does it mean to be an ambassador for Christ? It means senior representatives. 2Co 5:20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. This word ambassadors means to be a senior. What we are talking about is we are to be seniors as opposed to being a child. If we are going to be ambassadors, we cannot be children. We are to conduct ourselves as seniors. We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: this means that God is using Paul to literally invite us in. We pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God. He already laid the foundation. He has given all the provisions that are necessary to be reconciled to God, now He simply wants us to be reconciled unto Christ. 

Then the basis; 2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. Jesus was made sin for me, (personal) who knew no sin that I might be the righteousness of Christ. We stand before God as having been made righteous. The only way that God could reconcile man unto Himself is to take care of the sin question. Sin had separated men from God and God found a way to take care of that sin. The way He did was; He has made Him, His Son Jesus Christ to be sin. When Jesus hung on the cross, God saw the bulk of sin (every sin) for the whole world put upon Him who knew no sin. The result is that we were made the righteousness of God in Him. This is a double edge sword. He judged the sin on the one side, our sin which was on Christ, but then God did not put us back into the Garden of Eden to start it all over again, God gave to us the very righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. (double edge sword). 

That is why this never fails and that is why we have eternal life because He has imputed to us the very righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has done all of this that we might be reconciled unto Him. (He restored our broken relationship). This is the wonderful Gospel of the grace of God in which thrills our heart! Yes! What love that God had for us that He would put the whole sin of this world on His Son Jesus Christ that I might have the righteousness of Christ. Now God sees me as He sees His Son. Wow what a wonder! Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted (as) in the beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
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