II Corinthians 6 January 15, 2026 The Proof of the Ministry
This Chapter is a continuation of what Paul was talking about in chapter 5. He was talking about us being ambassadors (seniors) and not children. The reason for that was that Christ was made sin and has given us this ministry of reconciliation. 2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. How can believers receive the grace of God in vain? By refusing the operations of divine grace in our lives. Then, this is not simply working for Him as being a slave or a servant, but working with Him. We are partners as it were with God. We beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. This happens because some people do not take advantage of that reconciliation that Paul talked about in chapter 5. They don’t come into the provision and they don’t come into the glories of the grace of God. These are the wonderful provisions that Christ has provided for us on Calvary as He gave Himself for us and provided His righteousness to us. People can come into salvation and lay hold of being saved, but there so much more grace to the grace of God than just the grace of being born again and being filled with the Spirit and being healed. Many times the depths of the grace of God are left untouched. We can never exhaust the riches of Divine grace. 

We all need grace for especially the trial that we may be under. Now I will never need the grace for child birth as a woman needs, but this grace that I may need in the trials that I am going through may not be the same grace that you need for your trial. But the grace is there for all trials and every situation. If we do not lay hold of what God holds out to us and if we do not walk in these wonderful ways of grace than it is just in vain. There is an emptiness there. How many people stop short of the grace of God needed because of unbelief? Are we going to trust God in every situation for His grace. 2Co 6:2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) I have succoured or helped thee and this is on the basis of the grace of God. We must answer that call. Whether we are talking about initial salvation or talking about the fullness of God’s salvation and the fullness of God’s provision, the same principal applies. Now is the accepted time; and now is the day of salvation. Now is the time to avail ourselves of the fullness of the grace of God so that it is not in vain. Why should people not hesitate to lay hold of all God’s promises in every situation? It is because they bring salvation. 

This is what we should say: it is victory at hand and victory ahead; because God has given us abundant grace that sustains in everything. It is His provision of the fullness of the grace of God that we must lay hold of now and in the future in every situation. 2Co 6:3 Giving no offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed:  Paul is saying here: Not just accepting the grace for our own lives, but it is a matter of being a minister of that same grace to other people. Also, we cannot give anything to anyone else that we have not received ourselves. V4-10 we find a number of proofs of Paul’s ministry; and we should have these proofs in our own lives also. 2Co 6:4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses. In much patience refers to an attitude that we must have. Patience – compare with Jas 1:4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Patience is not just a matter of waiting for something. Patience is actually a work within our own hearts that God is doing. It refers to an attitude during these different workings of the Lord in our heart. Then much patience in afflictions, that is in pressures. The life of Christ must be made manifest in time of pressure. 

We have to deal with these things in our lives that bring on pressures and we can answer them in ways of the flesh or we can answer them in the ways and the works of Christ. Then Paul says in necessities and how do we handle necessities? Sometimes not very well, but God allows us to have these necessities or these needs in order that we might demonstrate the life of Christ in our lives. We can either demonstrate the life of Christ or we can demonstrate the ways of the flesh, one of the two. Then in distresses and we are going to have a few of those in our experience. The word distress actually means calamity or anguish. This is something that reaches right down into the very depths of your heart and your being. So how do we handle that? One of the things we cannot do is don’t get down on yourselves if fail in one of these areas. It is not like school where you flunk a test and that’s it, you’re done. Oh no, if you heart attitude is right before God wanting His desire then God brings the test back to you over and over till you pass it. The Apostle Paul was approved in the ministry of the gospel. These are things that Paul was approved in and we are to also approved in. 2Co 6:5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 

These are things that we receive at the hands of other people. We may not be beat up physically but sometimes we are verbally beat up. Tumults speak of unstable situations. Then in labors both on the gospel and physical labor. In watchings and the word means sleepless and it often refers to sleeplessness as far as prayer is concerned. In fastings and that associated with prayer. Verses 4 and 5 tell us of the negative endurance that Paul went through. We also go through these same things in a negative manner that we are forced to prove ourselves in. V 6-7 tell us of the positive outflow of the life of Christ in our own lives. 2Co 6:6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, Our lives demonstrate the pureness of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus; the pureness of the life of Christ. Then by knowledge; do we conduct ourselves according to the knowledge of the word of God. We do not conduct ourselves according to the knowledge of society and man and by their standards or by their man-made doctrines. Then by longsuffering and once again this is an attitude that we have of being longsuffering with people. Are we able to bear with them even as God has borne with us? By kindness, by the Holy Ghost. 

Our lives must be filled with the Spirit of God, so it is not our own works and lives that are on display, but we are living by the power of the Holy Ghost. Then by love unfeigned, that is by unpretended love. Does our life show forth love or does it show forth the flesh? 2Co 6:7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left. By the word of truth meaning the truth of the gospel that is on display in our own experience. It cannot be by the error of man or man-made doctrines. That is, we are walking in truth. Are we going to follow the doctrines of man that are in error? We will be accountable for what we support. Are we supporting truth or error? These are all proofs of Paul’s ministry and they are poofs of the ministry that we support. Then Paul says this proof; by the power of God. So is the power of God on display in our lives. So often we find that the power of God is put on display in our lives, because of some need we have. It may be financially or a physical need. It is not until we come to the end of our own resources and strength that the power of God is even needed. Up until the time that we lose all of our strength, we will depend upon it. That is just the way we are. So God brings us to the end of our own resources in order that we might learn by experience what is His strength and resources. Then the proof; by the armor of righteousness. That means we demonstrate the righteousness of Christ in our lives. 

It is not our own human righteousness according to men’s standards, but it is the righteousness of Christ. The righteousness of men is whatever a person wants to do. We are in the day in the book of Judges; every man does that which is right in his own eyes. The armor of righteousness is what is right in the eyes of the Lord. Then, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left. The right hand is the right hand of power. The left hand is the left hand of weakness. Whether it is in a place of power or strength in our lives, or whether it is in a place of weakness in our lives, it is still righteousness that must be manifest. Regardless of our experience. Sometimes God lets us be on the right hand of power, but there are also the times when we are on the left hand of weakness. Paul’s credentials are in the pronounced items in Chapter 6:4 to 10. He needed no such commendation from Corinth or other churches; Paul says not that we are competent from ourselves to reckon anything as from ourselves; but our competency is from God, who also hath made us competent ministers of the new covenant. Ye are our epistle, written in your hearts, known and read of all men. The fruit of his labors which was the Gospel was their recommendation. 

He preached the word of grace in the power of the Holy Spirit, the essential message of the new covenant. If others need credentials, it was because their message and ministry were not wholly scriptural, like many today, or because they corrupted the word of God for gain. The gain is not just money. It can be to puff up the flesh. There are many today wanting credentials, because their message and ministry is not wholly scriptural. Php 2:21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s. Paul had very little in the natural to offer others, but he had great wealth which he shared with others. He shared the unsearchable riches of Christ. It was all by grace, and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Eph 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; Here is three citations where that Paul demonstrated the power of God . Ac 15:12 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. Ac 28:8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. 

Ac 16:18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour. All of these are a demonstration of the Power of God which came into focus after natural strength is gone. 2Co 6:8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; A wonderful example and expression of all these together in 1Sa 18:14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the LORD was with him. David behaved himself when he was in honor, but he still behaved himself wisely when he was demoted. The Apostle Paul was a righteous man and he had to contend with the evil report of others and you and I will have to do the same. We must be able to conduct ourselves in the time of evil reports; it is God who will defend us; so let God defend us against the evil reports. And then we must know how to conduct ourselves in the time of good reports so that we do not become so puffed up nobody can be around us. Then Paul says, as deceivers, and yet true; This is another one of those false accusations. Some may have thought Paul was a deceiver and some accused him of being a deceiver as we see in 2Co 12:16 But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile. 

Paul didn’t do that, where some said he caught you with guile; that was the way he was reported doing, but Paul was proven true and that is what God will do. He will prove that we are true, but we must leave our defense unto God. 2Co 6:9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; Who in the world has heard of us? We are not on TV or the newspapers every day; our names are not household words and that was true of the Apostle Paul. Then yet well known; those in certain circles knew him well. The same is true of us. There are those who receive of the true ministry of truth know us. Then as dying, and behold we live; again the dying daily, poured out for the Gospel every day. Satan would take our lives every day yet we live because of God. Then as chastened, and not killed; We are going through the fire and through the battles, but we will not wind-up dead on the battlefield.  2Co 6:10 As sorrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. As sorrowful yet always rejoicing: This is another one where our outward experience feelings may tend to make us sorrowful. But what is important for us is that we must take the joy of the Lord in spite of the circumstances. 

So as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; we can rejoice in the Lord and we can find something to glory in rather than being a gloomy Gus and always giving the idea that the Christian life is the worst thing in the world to live. We have our times and we are subject to these limitations that are in this world just like everybody else. Then as poor, yet making many rich; Paul spent every dime he had and sacrificed all of these things for the Gospel, yet he made many rich, how? By giving them the Gospel and we can do exactly the same thing. Then as having nothing of the world’s goods, and yet possessing all things, we are so rich in Christ. Those riches will be shown forth in eternity. He was ready to preach the gospel to them. 2Co 6:11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. He was ready to preach the gospel to them. Paul is still pleading with the Corinthians to give him the place in their lives that God wants them to give Him. Paul was not trying to establish a new denomination or a following. What Paul wants them to accept is his Gospel. He said our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged; he means he had a love for them; you are not just people or numbers, or statistics to us, our heart is open and enlarged to you. 1Co 3:2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 

Ac 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Though these saints caused the Apostle Paul many heartaches, he had such a love for them and it had not diminished. He continues to instruct and admonish them. 2Co 6:11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged. 2Co 6:12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own bowels. Weymouth’s translation says There is no want of affection for you in us. The want or the lack is in your own affection. Paul says it is not us that are lacking in our affection, in our love toward you, it is you that are lacking in love. Weymouth’s translation  - 2Co 6:11 O Corinthians, our lips are unsealed to you: our heart is expanded. 12 There is no narrowness in our love to you: the narrowness is in your own feelings. 2Co 6:13 Now for a recompence in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged. Paul is saying we are wanting you to love us as we love you. And the reason for that is because of the message; because of the Gospel. (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged. Paul wants their heart enlarged toward him and the message that he preach. He wanted those Corinthians to receive him and love him in kind as he has poured the same love and affection and their lives for them. 

Paul wants to see the same self-searching honesty in the Corinthian Christians that he just displayed to them. They had to do this so that they could be reconciled. The thing between Paul and the Corinthian church could be healed, but it was in the hands of the Corinthian Christians to do it. They had to also be open. The Corinthian church was engaged in carnal fellowships was one of their problems and Paul addresses it here. 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? Notice the connection between V 13 and 14. Paul is not introducing something new here at this point. V 13 Paul says I want you to love us even as we love you; In other words return the same love for the Gospel. That was not just a personal thing for personal gain, he is talking about a love for the message of which Paul is the representative. It was for the Gospel. He says, 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: what he is talking about is other ministers that had come, and they were preaching a gospel that was contrary to the message that the Apostle Paul delivered. When Paul says the unbeliever, it  does not necessarily mean that they had never accepted Christ. 

It does mean that they did not believe and preach all of the message of the grace of God that the Apostle Paul did. We find this same division in Christendom today. There are many people who have been saved and many who have been filled with the power of the Holy Ghost, but they are still not walking and talking in the fullness of light of the Gospel. They have a few scriptures they go over or a few little streams that they paddle around in. But there is no real depth of the Gospel that they are preaching. They are delivering a mixture of truth and error and mixture is deadly. Satan is always looking for ways to trap, confuse, or dilute believers. If he can find a crack in the door, he will make every effort to mix truth and error, all the while saying, “Just be open minded.”  Satan does far greater damage as the angel of light than as a roaring lion. The most gullible people fall into several categories. New believers who aren’t well-versed in Scripture can be tricked into the traps of error. Older believers, tired of the real Gospel become complacent to where they are at and just want someone who tickles their ears. Many want to show how to act rather than showing people the truth of the Gospel of Christ. They end up drifting with the drift of the which causes a believer, a church, or even a generation to crash on the rocks of analyzing with their minds instead of yielding to the Spirit. 

Today there is a denial of self-sacrifice and clear biblical teaching. Paul said it this way in Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. What robs a Christian of joy? It is the danger of error. If Christian are listening to error, I can guaranty on the authority of God’s word their joy is being robbed. Those preaching error are thieves demanding knowledge beyond what God has revealed. Error will leave the Christian feeling empty and hollow. People cannot see that there is a counterfeit religion which must be fought against, and error must be avoided. How do we counter these hollow philosophies? The believer must beware of the lust of the mind and be content with what God has revealed in His word. Anything that goes beyond the Scriptures simply puffs up one’s mind instead of exalting Christ. That is one way the devil is doing it today. While there is certainly an initial thrill of a new doctrine, heresy and error leave the person joyless and empty. Joy comes not from philosophy, but from Christ. The fight for joy is therefore a fight to exalt Christ. Christ is supreme and true. He is the Supreme truth. Ps 138:2 …. for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

So Paul says, be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: so many times this is used in conjunction with marriage and it certainly does apply, but that is not the actual context of how it is given here. Paul is talking about the fellowship that they have with other ministers at his expense. In other words they have chosen the message of error that others have preached rather than the message of the Apostle Paul. Notice the different points of contrast he makes of the two messages. What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? Not all messages that are preached today are righteous messages. When they testify of the flesh and law keeping, that is not a righteous message. If it is in error that is definitely not a righteous message. Paul was against that type of preaching to the Corinthians, to the Galatians, and to the Hebrews. We know that Law keeping is not a righteous message and yet many are preaching it and this is just one example. Then what communion hath light with darkness? Everything that is preached today is not light; it is indeed darkness when the truth is not present and error is. So Paul says, how do you reconcile these two? We cannot compromise truth but by standing firm on the pure gospel and proclaim God’s grace and truth. 

Then we must continue persuading people to come to God through Christ's sacrificial love, and separate themselves from those who distort the truth of the Gospel message. Paul says further: 2Co 6:15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? Belial means worthlessness. There are some messages that do not magnify Christ Himself and that is how we measure a message. Does it magnify Christ or is it promoting and publishing and pushing men and their personalities. Then what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? An infidel means one without faith. Are men preaching a Gospel that produces faith? There is only one Gospel that will do that and that is not one full of error. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. The word must be preached in order to produce faith. 
Then another difference between error and truth is in V16. 2Co 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. As Paul stated in 1Co 3:4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? There is only one person that we are of and that is Christ. 

We cannot choose to be identified with some other head rather than the Lord Jesus Christ. There are those that would preach and tell their congregation that they cannot go or listen to any other messages. They have all the truth that is needed. That is so harmful especially if people are being taught error. They become fearful of what might happen to them. That is not the grace message. This is what scripture tells us in 1Sa 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. Rebellion is idolatry. There is some preaching that incites rebellion and that is not of God. There are five sharp pointed questions in our chapter that indicate the complete separation which God desires of His people. The five sharp pointed questions are: Number (1): 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: Number (2) for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? Number (3) and what communion hath light with darkness? Number (4) 5 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? Number (5)16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

V16-18 are a 7-fold provision for us. But its fulfillment is dependent on our willingness to separate from defilement. It is up to us whether we enjoy the 7-fold provision that God has given to us. (#1) 2Co 6:16 I will dwell in them; God gives us that opportunity to afford Him the dwelling place in our hearts. Dwelling in our hearts doesn’t just mean, we have accepted Christ. It means surrendering our lives to God as His habitation. He takes up the residence and He is the one who literally owns and operates our lives. Then (#2) 2Co 6:16 I will walk in them; Walking in them means that He is able to manifest Himself in a practical way in our own experience. People see God walking in our midst because of our lives. (#3) V16; I will be their God in practicality, dependence upon God; that is there is none other; no other gods before you. (#4) V16: they shall be my people: God puts His seal of ownership on us. And if we have surrendered ourselves to God as His people, it means that we have given Him the right to do anything with His own. 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them. He talking about coming out from these other religious leaders. 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. 

We must separate from that which is unclean .(#5) I will receive you. This simply means that He is going to bring us into the closeness of His fellowship, His Holy of Holies, into intimacy with Him. (#6) 2Co 6:18 And will be a Father unto you. There are few Christians today that really understand the Fatherhood of God. One way to tell this is very often when people pray, they just address God as Oh God, or Almighty God and all of those are wonderful, but it is really important that you and I develop a relationship of calling upon Him as our Father. It is because it is a loving relationship. It is an intimate relationship. It’s a close relationship. (#7) 2Co 6:18 …ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. We must understand what the sonship is all about in our experience and that is growing up into maturity in Christ in all things. There are many today who would wonder why we are so particular with whom we feed and fellowship spiritually. Yet, in the natural, if you knew a portion of food was contaminated with poison would you go ahead and eat it? No we would not eat it. Paul was concerned for these Corinthians. As Paul stated in 1Co 3:4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? There is only one that we are of and that is Christ. We cannot choose to be identified with some other head rather than the Lord Jesus Christ.
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