II Corinthians 8 January 29, 2026
Paul does not beg for money or use any tactics to get money. He preaches the gospel and it is important to teach giving. This chapter 8 must be contrasted with 1Cor 9. 1Cor 9 deals with the tithe. The tithe in that chapter goes to the pastor. But the pastor is not to use all that money for his use and gratification, but he has the responsibility of taking care of the flock he is entrusted to. And he is also responsible for all the financial obligations of the meeting. Then he will be called on to meet the financial needs of people in the congregation. That is the needs of the sheep. That is what he is charged with. 1Cor 9 deals with the tithe which goes to the pastor and the gospel workers. 2Cor 8 does not go to the pastor as we have seen before. This was a special offering over and above the tithe. It is simply giving. 2Co 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia. Perhaps we have never considered giving as being referred to as a grace, but that is exactly what Paul refers to here.V2 describes that grace. 2Co 8:2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 

3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves. The grace that was in these Macedonian saints, and these are the same saints as Philippian believers. When Paul wrote the epistle to the Philippians, it was written to these Macedonian believers. He wrote some of the deepest truth there is in the scripture. They were a very special people and a very poor people. The Corinthian assembly was a very rich assembly, but the Macedonian saints out gave them in percentages and actual literal amounts. The Macedonians had to give out of their poverty. So notice the description of the grace that they had. It was not an easy thing for them to give because deep poverty abounded. It was out of their own trial of affliction that they gave. Then notice, the abundance of their joy; it was not forced of them; it wasn’t that someone came along and made them feel so guilty that they had to give. They had a joy about giving even though it was a great sacrifice to them. Then notice further, their deep poverty; it wasn’t just being poor, but it was deep poverty. These people as Paul says on down here, they gave beyond their power. They actually didn’t have it. They also abounded which means it was quite a sum that they had come up with, kind of out of nowhere as it were. 

It abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 2Co 8:3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; For to their power or as to their ability and Paul corrects that and says, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power. It was more than what they were able to afford. Then next, they were willing of themselves. It wasn’t that someone forced them to do it. They were willing of themselves. Notice how far that willingness went in V4. 2Co 8:4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. Praying us means literally begging us. Not many beg me to take their money, but these literally begged Paul to take their money. Begging us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the (notice this) ministering to the saints. This is not to the work of the ministry. This is not to the gospel. This is not to the workers or to Paul. This is to the saints and of course this is that offering that they had taken for those poor Jews at Jerusalem. They wanted Paul to take this ministering to the saints.
Paul wanted the saints at Corinth to know the grace of giving. Paul wanted this grace finished in those Corinthians. They did know how to give to a certain degree, but they did not have the fullness of the Spirit of Grace that these Macedonian saints did. 

Again the Corinthian assembly was a very rich assembly. They actually could afford it. Paul wanted that grace finished in those Corinthians. When we are in a trial, isn't it a great comfort to know of the abundance of God's grace? We can never out give God. It is all His anyway. Jesus also explained the gift that was given out of extreme poverty in Mark 12:41-44 where this woman cast in all she had. She was poor and gave everything. This is equivalent to giving to the Lord of her whole self. She knew the Lord would keep her. Those others just gave of their extra. Mr 12:41 And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. 42 And there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 43 And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury: 44 For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her living. So what was the Macedonian’s or Philippian saints secret of their wholehearted giving? 2Co 8:5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

Here is the secret of all giving, they first gave their own selves to the Lord. When we give our own selves to the Lord, then not only everything that we have but everything that we are becomes His. This is what God wants from every one of us. It doesn’t make a difference whether we have a lot of money or we don’t have any. God still wants us. That is the key to giving. They first gave of themselves to the Lord and then unto us. They were very compliant unto the Apostle Paul. They gave unto him too. And it was by the will of God. 2Co 8:6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also. Notice that Titus had a real close affiliation with this assemble. There was a bond or a tie between them. So Paul desired Titus to come down here and to finish the work that he had already begun. It was to finish in you the same grace and that is the grace of giving. Paul wanted this to be finished or completed or perfected in the lives of these Corinthians. When he says he will finish it, the Corinthians had only begun in this matter. Yes, they knew how to give in a certain degree but they did not have the fullness of the Spirit of Grace that these Macedonian saints did. We must first give ourselves to the Lord first. It was not an easy thing for them to give. 

It was out of their own trial of affliction that they gave. When we give our own selves to the Lord, then not only everything that we have but everything that we are becomes His. This is what God wants from every one of us. It doesn’t make a difference whether we have a lot of money or we don’t have any. God still wants us. That is the key to giving. They first gave of themselves to the Lord and then unto us. They were very compliant unto the Apostle Paul. They gave unto him too. And it was by the will of God. There was a glorious promise given to these saints of Macedonia or Philippian saints who gave out of their poverty. Php 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. When we follow what these Macedonians did, they gave themselves unto the Lord first and then ministering to the saints. God shall supply all our need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Jesus will take care of all our needs. Note how this giving was commented by Paul in 1Co 16:17  I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. The word Stephanas means crowned and it speaks of those people who will be crowned with that crown of life. Fortunatus means well freighted or well loaded with the gospel. Achaicus means wailing; there really is a segment of people; part of the body of Christ that are wailers so to speak. In other words they are wailing because of the bearing of burdens. 

There are some people that God has just given them this place in the body. They are burden bearers. That is why they are such prayer warriors. Many times they are weeping and wailing before the Lord because of those burdens they are bearing for one another. Then notice, that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. The Corinthians were a very rich assembly. They could have funded all of the trips of Paul’s missionary journeys, but they didn’t do that. But the work didn’t stop. This is what we find throughout scripture. If a person does not stand up or measure up to what God wants to do, God will find someone else to do it and bless them for it. 2Co 8:7 Therefore, as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.  Notice how much Paul commends these people as to what they actually have. Sometimes people think they don’t have any kind of gifts or blessings. But notice how Paul points out how very well off these Corinthians were in spiritual things. Notice in faith, in utterance which means they were able to speak this wonderful message that they had learned. They had this verbal testimony that they could give. Then in knowledge and that is the knowledge of the word of God. 

The message of the Apostle Paul had not fallen on deaf ears. They still had a great deal of knowledge that they had learned from the Apostle Paul. Then in all diligence. They had a certain zeal for the gospel. And in your love to us. Paul could commend them in measure for the love they had to him. Then Paul says, see that ye abound in this grace also. You are lacking in the grace of giving. Remember scripture says, God so loved….  Giving is an expression of love and who is a better example of giving than God Himself. He is love. 2Co 8:8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. I speak not by commandment; Paul meant, I am not going to demand or to speak as a dictator that you do this. But #1 by occasion of the forwardness of others; Paul used the Macedonians as the example and an incentive for the Corinthians to give. Then #2 to prove the sincerity of your love. This giving is an expression of love. The secret of giving is love. 2Co 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. Paul used Christ as the example of giving. Again he calls this giving a grace. It was the grace of giving that Jesus had. 

It was, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor. Jesus had all the riches in glory that we simply cannot comprehend and yet He gave all of that up and took upon Himself utter poverty. He willing became impoverished in order that He might give of those other riches unto us. The grace of giving cost Jesus everything that He had in order that He might give His marvelous riches unto us. What is the result of Jesus Gift unto us? We are rich. 2Co 8:10 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. This is all that Paul could do is give his advice. He doesn’t make a decree or an order the way that some fund raisers do. But notice what Paul says here. This is expedient for you that I am not doing it for my benefit and I am not even doing it for the benefit of the saints at Jerusalem, though they could certainly use it. Remember Paul prayed in Romans that the people at Jerusalem would take the offering. You bring it up there but if they won’t receive it, you haven’t accomplished a thing. Paul had reservations whether they would even take the money. So Paul says I am not doing this even for the benefit of the recipients at Jerusalem. I am doing it for your benefit. It is useful for you. That means a person must learn the joy and the ministry or have the grace of giving if we are going to come to full maturity in Christ. 

Then further, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago; now it has been a year since the Corinthians had promised to take up this collection or this offering for these poor saints at Jerusalem. Can you imagine if some people who have been caught in some of these tragedies such as hurricanes had to wait a year before any assistance came? These poor saints at Jerusalem still needed the funds. 2Co 8:11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. You agreed to do it a year ago now do it. Then he says, that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. Paul is telling them I want you to give of what you have. This is so important to understand God’s thought in the matter of giving. There are people in our world today that try to get people to give money that they do not have. They want them to go in debt in order to give to their programs and this is not scriptural. No matter how wonderful it might sound, it is not scriptural. A few years ago there were those that came up with the term of making a faith promise. That means you are agreeing to give funds that you do not have. 

Paul tells us plainly here that God tells us to give out of what we have. The key here is the Corinthians had it. When the Corinthians promised to give it they had it. 2Co 8:12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. This is the first key. They had a willing mind except after a year they hadn’t done it. Then Paul says, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. We say it this way, we cannot give what we do not have. That applies not only to money but anything we have. We cannot give love that we do not have in our own heart. We cannot give peace that we do not have in our own heart. We can’t give truth that we don’t have in our own heart. In other words we have to have God give it to us first before we can give to others. That is what Paul is saying here, man has to give according to what he has and not according to what he hath not and also not according to what he thinks he might get. This faith promise is really a myth that men use in order to extract funds from other people. 2Co 8:13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: Paul wasn’t trying to put all the burden on them. That is not what he is saying here.

2Co 8:14 But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: We can contrast this with V2; The Macedonians gave out of their poverty and Paul is asking the Corinthians to give out of their abundance. 2Co 8:2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
Then notice this: Now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality: This is the way God has designed it where that one time we may be the one in need and the next time we may the one ministering to someone in need. There is an equality there to where we all actually depend upon one another. These Macedonians first gave of themselves to the Lord and then unto us. They were very compliant unto the Apostle Paul. They gave unto him too. And it was by the will of God. Pride has no place in our lives and some people are so proud they will not accept anything or any help. But when they get over their pride and accept from others the gifts that would be given to them, God then will restore. 


It teaches us that we all like to be on the giving side or on the independent side or on the supply side and we don’t want to be on the side of need, but God says we need to learn to receive as well as to give. If we don’t have that heart God will fix it to where we will have to be. This is what Paul is talking about an equality where we minister one to another and not just in money but in many things. That is the way God designed the body and that is the way He wants the body of Christ to function. Your abundance will supply their need but there may be a time when their abundance will supply your need. 2Co 8:6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also. Notice that Titus had a real close affiliation with this assemble. There was a bond or a tie between them. So Paul desire Titus to come down here and to finish the work that he had already begun. It was to finish in you the same grace and that is the grace of giving and Paul wanted this to be finished or completed or perfected in the lives of these Corinthians. When he says he will finish it, the Corinthians had only begun in this matter. Yes, they knew how to give in a certain degree but they did not have the fullness of the Spirit of Grace that these Macedonian saints did. 

2Co 8:15 As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over; and he that had gathered little had no lack. It is the principal of the manna. The principals that God gave to Israel concerning the manna are to be applied directly to money. The way that Israel conducted themselves in gathering the manna, the same thing applies. 2Co 8:16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you. Paul continues to commend Titus for his tremendous effort to the Corinthian saints in bringing them to maturity and this time he is especially talking about this grace of giving. 2Co 8:17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of his own accord he went unto you. Titus accepted Paul’s exhortation to go to Corinth and he abided by that and went. Then, but being more forward, of his own accord he went unto you. It was Titus’s own desire to go down to Corinth and not just at Paul’s prompting. It was because of Titus’s own love for the Corinthians that he went down to Corinth. 2Co 8:18 And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches; 

This is an unidentified brother and his name was not even mentioned but he was a very faithful man in matters regarding money. He was undoubtedly a very trusting and worthy fellow. He might have had some way of transporting the money. They didn’t have Brinks and there was just as much trouble with highway robbery and such. So it was money that had to be protected so perhaps this fellow was gifted in that way. 2Co 8:19 And not that only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace, which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind:*** This unidentified brother had a wide known reputation in this area and so the churches actually chose him to travel with us with this grace, or with this gift. It must have been a large sum of money. Then Paul says, which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind: For these Corinthians it comes back as a testimony of the grace of God that is in you, the declaration of your own ready mind which is for us as well. The end result of our giving is we give to the glory of God. 2Co 8:20 Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abundance which is administered by us: He wanted to be free from all blame, that he be not accused of misusing funds. Because it must have been a very large sum of money. If you want to bring out greed or the worst in people, just give them a whole lot of money, then you find out how honest they are. 

So Paul says here because this was such a large sum of money, then we wanted to be absolutely blameless in the accounting of it. That is why this one brother was chosen because it seems he had such expertise in that area and he was so honest in that area. Paul did not want the gospel to be blamed at all. 2Co 8:21 Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. We are living our lives before men. We also have to have an honest testimony before men if we are going to have any kind of a chance to minister the gospel to them. We must appear honest and be honest. 2Co 8:22 And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in you. Paul says of this unidentified brother, whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things. He must have had a tremendous reputation in this regard. He was really trust worthy and people knew about him. Then here is where Paul implants a thought in them. He has been telling them and exhorting them to get this money together. So he is actually planting the idea that it is going to be a large sum of money and because of what he says here. 

He is often proved diligent in many things but now much more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in you. I have this confidence in you that you are going to put together this lavish offering that you promised a year ago. 2Co 8:23 Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be enquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ.   Once again Paul commends Titus that he is absolutely confident of this minister of the gospel Titus. He says, he is my partner and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be enquired of (this unidentified brother) they are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ. They came with the highest accommodations and honor from the Apostle Paul.

2Co 8:24 Wherefore shew ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf. The proof of your love is to give this money that you promised to give over a year ago. Then, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf. In other words his final parting words in this matter is saying you Corinthians, don’t disappoint me because I have already bragged about you to these people and it should be a great sum of money that is collected for these poor saints at Jerusalem.
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