9-26-24 THURSDAY’s 6:30 PM BIBLE NOTES – ACTS 1-2

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES (INTRODUCTION)
Luke wrote the book of Acts. He was the only New Testament writer who was not of "the circumcision"; that is, not of Israel. See Col. 4:11-14. He had written the Gospel of Christ as "the Son of Man," to a man, Theophilus, for all men. (Luke 1:3) How fitting that he should now write the continuation of salvation for Jews and Gentiles which the Book of Acts records. Though this book is called The Acts of the Apostles, and rightly so, it is the continuation of the deeds and teachings of Christ. The same Holy Spirit, who filled and led Jesus, also filled and led the apostles. Through His mighty power, Christ went on working and teaching by the ministering of the apostles. You will also notice that this book has no formal ending; for the works and words of Jesus Christ can never be fully written with pen and ink. (Compare John 21:25) Rather, they are written "in tables that are hearts of flesh." II Cor. 3:3, Neither does Jesus lack men to carry on His work today.
John 21:25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written everyone, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

Added on Thursday 9-19-24
The Book of Acts forms an important bridgework between the four Gospel Records and the Epistles. Gospel records: Matthew pictures Christ as the King or the Lion; Mark pictures Christ as the Servant or the Ox; Luke pictures Christ as the Son of Man; and John pictures Christ as the Eagle or the Heavenly One.

It is not only historical, but also emphatically prophetic, typical, and dispensational. We must look for all these features in the book in order to obtain the greatest profit from our study. Let us always bear in mind when reading any book of the Bible, that we are reading the mind of God. Hence, this is no ordinary account. We are entering into the supernatural. We are amazed at the depth and breadth of truth contained in the Book of Acts.

TWO GRAND DIVISIONS
Our textbook falls naturally into two very important parts, or divisions. The first twelve chapters
comprise the first division, and the remaining sixteen chapters the second division. Each division clusters around one particular character: the first, Peter, the second, around Paul. The first section pertains to the Kingdom of God, of which Peter was the chief apostle. The second section pertains to the Church, or Body of Christ, of which Paul was the chief apostle. We cannot over-estimate the value of seeing this distinction and of holding to it, if we would understand this book.

AN IMPORTANT VACANCY FILLED Added Thursday 9-19-24
There 12 disciples but one Judas hung himself after He had sold His Lord for 30 pieces of silver.
Matthew 27:1 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: 2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself.

Twelve is always the Divine number of Kingdom fulness. Four, the divisible number of humanity, multiplied by three, the indivisible number of Deity, equals 12, the comprehensive number of Divine dominion on earth and of new creation completeness. Study the holy city in See separate notes on  Revelation 21 attached.

The Holy Spirit would not come until that vacancy, left by Judas Iscariot, was filled. Wonderful! God had a man in training for that place during those three years. "Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us (1:21).

1:26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

THE FIRST DIVISION, chapters 1 to 12, summarizes God's dealings with Israel during this age; and ends with the typical overthrow of anti-Christ (Herod). This book is not simply biography and history, but it is also rich prophecy. The first twelve chapters cover a period of about twelve years. This number is the full Kingdom number, and is very significant here. While God was preparing to suspend His dealings with His ancient people Israel, He was also preparing to introduce a new order of things -- the Church. 
Verses 3 and 6 indicate the theme of the first 12 chapters - the Kingdom. Acts 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

V6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel.

There is a Transition from Israel to the Church.
Remember that these first chapters are primarily occupied with Kingdom matters. Church affairs really begin with Chapter 13.

THE SECOND DIVISION, chapters 13 to 28, summarizes the ministry of the Apostle Paul and his co-laborers among the Gentiles, planting churches to which he afterward wrote letters. We consider the Acts a pattern book. Here we learn what to do and how to do it. If we keep to the simplicity of our operations outlined in this wonderful sample history, we will be spared unspeakable failures and unnecessary heartaches. 

How many divisions are there to this book?
There are two divisions. First division Chap 1-12 which covers about 12 years in time; Peter and the 12 kingdom Apostle are the principal characters in the first 12 chapters. Second Division Chap 13 - 28

To what does each division pertain?
The first division is kingdom teaching and the second division is to the Church.

Why do the Gospels pertain primarily to Israel? (Consider Matthew 15:24)
Jesus came to minister to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mt 15:24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. Jesus was saying that He was only sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and it is not meet to take the children’s bread and feed it to the gentiles. But the woman said, Mt 15:27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. Mt 15:28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. The gospel had to go to the Jew first. But the nation of Israel rejected the gospel and so from Chap 13 on God began to deal with the gentiles.

In Ga 2:7 Paul was referring to the Jerusalem conference which is also in Acts 15. Ga 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) (circumcision means Israel) 

Who were the Kingdom apostles?
Ac 1:13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, Matthias, and Judas the brother of James. And there was Judas Iscariot, but he is now off of the scene.

Who is the chief apostle in each division of this book?
Peter is in Division one and Paul is in Division 2.

To whom was Peter especially called to minister? (Read Galatians 2:7,8)
Ga 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles: (circumcision means Israel). Peter was called to minister to Israel.

To whom was Paul sent to minister?
The Gentiles

Who is the chief apostle to the Church and for this Church Age?
The Apostle Paul

Where do we find the teaching for the Church?
In Paul’s epistles.

What purpose does Acts fulfill in being placed between the Gospels and Paul's Epistles?
The Book of Acts forms an important bridge between the four Gospel Records and the Epistles. It ties us from the four gospels to the Church epistles.  If we did not have the book of Acts, we would wonder what happened after Christ rose from the dead and resurrected into heaven. It also tells what happened to the Apostles. The book of Acts is also historical, and it is prophetic. It has typical teaching, and it has dispensational teaching. It is a pattern book. We learn what to do and how to do it. It tells us of doctrine. It is a pivotal book. It is a book of transition. We will see the ministry going from the four gospels to the epistles. We will go from Judaism to Christianity. We see the gospel in the book of Acts going to the Jew only and then going to Jew and Gentile or to all people.

When will God resume His dealings with Israel? (Romans 11:25)
When the church is complete and in heaven.
Ro 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, (what is the mystery) lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.

Ro 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: When will v26 be fulfilled? At the end of the church age. After the Church age, God resumes His dealings with Israel as a nation.

Where will the Church be at that time? 
The Church will be complete and in heaven.

Why was Christ's ministry of miraculous works and wonderful teaching cut short?
Jesus did not come to establish a long ministry but gave Himself to do God’s will. So He fulfilled that ministry in 3 ½ years. But we still see His ministry going on because he gave commandments to the Apostles. The ministry of Jesus is to continue through His followers. And it is continuing to this day. 

John the Baptist had announced “the axe laid at the root of the trees” (Matthew 3:10).
Both Jews and Gentiles proved themselves unable to bring forth good fruit, for “there is none good, no not one; all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:12, 23). Therefore, God’s judgment axe, the law, cut down the trees through Christ’s substitutionary death on Calvary. He was “cut off, but not for Himself,” but for all men - Daniel 9:26. “We thus judge that One died for all; therefore all died” (II Corinthians 5:15).

How was the fact of His resurrection established?
Ac 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

The Lord Jesus was not just resurrected and immediately taken to heaven. He was on the earth for 40 days after the resurrection. 40 is the number of testing. Christ resurrection was tested and proven to all that He was resurrected. 

How did He continue His ministry after His resurrection and ascension?
Through His followers (believers).
Ac 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. (About 10 days=many days hence)

They were to wait for the promise which was that the Holy Ghost would come. Joh 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:

Of what did Jesus instruct His disciples after His resurrection?
They were to wait and should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. John the Baptist was a witness of the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus.

What was the promise of the Father?
Joh 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
 The promise was that the Holy Spirit would come and be our Comforter.

Who else had witnessed of the Holy Ghost baptism?
John the Baptist was a witness of the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon the Lord Jesus.

What did the disciples hope would take place at this time?
Ac 1:6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. The disciple’s hope was that He would restore the kingdom to Israel. Lu 24:19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: 20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him.
 21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, today is the third day since these things were done. 

There hope was that He would restore the kingdom to Israel and kick out the Roman Government Rulers.

Was the Church Age a hidden truth to the Old Testament prophets?
Yes the Church age was hidden, but God knew the times and the seasons. Acts 1:7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. This what God wanted them to do in Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

It is so important for people to be filled with the Holy Ghost. We need that power to witness. (unto me in Jerusalem Chap 1-8) After Chap 8 they take the gospel to Samaria, and then form chap 13-28 they take the gospel to the utter most parts of the earth.

How were the believers to be equipped for their ministry for Jesus?
They were to be filled with the Holy Spirit. It is so important for people to be filled with the Holy Ghost. We need that power to witness. (unto me in Jerusalem Chap 1-8) After Chap 8 they take the gospel to Samaria, and then form chap 13-28 they take the gospel to the utter most parts of the earth

Did Jesus ascend into heaven in His body?
Ac 1:9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

How will He come in like manner as He was taken up? In bodily form. We will see Him just as they saw Him go up to heaven in bodily form. He will return to mount called Olivet. Acts 1:12.

What emphatic statement did the angels make concerning Jesus' return?
Ac 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. Jesus will come back in bodily form.

From what mount did Jesus ascend?
He will return to mount called Olivet. Acts 1:12. Also, Zec 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. Jesus will return to the same place He was taken up into heaven.

To what place will He return? (Read Zechariah 14:1-4)
Jesus will return to the same place He was taken up into heaven. He will return to the mount of Olives.

What did the disciples do when they returned to Jerusalem?
Went to the upper room and continued with one accord in prayer.
Acts 1:13 They went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. Ac 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)

How many met together in one accord?  About 120 souls.
Acts 1:15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)


Who was the chief spokesman among the disciples?
Peter was to the forefront.

With what was Peter deeply concerned?
Ac 1:16 was his concern. Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. This refers to Ps 41:9 Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. Ac 1:17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. The concern was to find a replacement for Judas. 

What had happened to Judas?
He hung himself.
Ac 1:18 describes what happened to Judas. Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood.20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take.  See also Ps 69:25 for another interpretation.

His bishoprick refers to the office that Judas had.

Did Judas repent and accept Jesus as His personal Savior?
No, he did not repent and accept the Lord Jesus as his personal Savior. Joh 13:26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 27 And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly.

It was the custom to dip the sop and give it to your friend first. But Judas rejected the gift of God. Judas receives the last token of love, he is now given over to Satan.

Ac 1:25 from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. He went to his own place. Also Ac 1:17 For he (Judas) was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. He had obtained part of this ministry and never the fullness of the ministry. Also if you look at every place Judas addressed the Lord Jesus, it was never Lord, but Master or Rabbi. 1Co 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Also Mr 14:21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never been born.

Judas never had any repentance. In Mt 27:3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? It says here that he repented himself but that word is regretted. There is no repentance from Judas.

Joh 13:10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. Jesus was saying of the twelve that they were clean by the blood of the Lamb, yet not all referring here to Judas.

What had David prophesied of the one who should betray Jesus?
Ps 69:25 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.
This is an interpretation not a translation. Ps 109:8 Let his days be few; and let another take his office. This refers to his bishoprick. 

How did it happen that Judas had an official place among them?
One reason Judas was chosen that the scripture be fulfilled.

For what purpose must one be chosen to take his office?
The number 12 is the number of the kingdom fullness.
Acts 1:25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. It was to be a witness. And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Ac 1:25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship.

Who was chosen to succeed Judas?
Matthias was chosen. Ac 1:26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

What qualifications must he have?
He had to be with Jesus throughout His 3 ½ years of ministry. Ac 1:21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us. It had to one who had been with the Lord from the very beginning just the other eleven were. He must be a witness of the Lord’s resurrection. 

Ac 1:21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, 25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

How was he chosen?
They cast lots. Acts 1:24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, 25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

When one man fails God, does He have another one ready to step into his place? 
Yes. The Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men. All these things are written "on tables that are hearts of flesh" (II Corinthians 3:3). The Lord does not lack men to carry on His work today.

Start Tuesday September 26 2024

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Questions on Chapter Two

1. How many days were there from Christ's resurrection to the Day of Pentecost?
There were 50 days. Pentecost was on the 50th day after Christ’s resurrection.
The “not many days” (1:5) were ten days to which we add the “forty days” (1:3) and we have the 
time from Christ’s resurrection to Pentecost, or 50. 
Ac 1:5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
Ac 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
Why 50 days and why on Pentecost?

2. What had Israel been instructed to do on this feast day Passover- Lev. 23:17?
 They were to bring a new meat offering unto the Lord. (meat means meal offering) They were to bring out of your habitations two wave loaves. Le 23:17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.

Le 23:10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: The first fruits was a reference to Christ’s resurrection. 
**** The first fruit always signifies that there is more to come. So if there is a first, there must be a last fruit. It signifies, there is more to come and it tells us of the resurrection of Christ. Where does meal come from? Wheat. How do we get flour or meal? The wheat is ground up to make flour or meal. It speaks of the trials that Jesus went through.

Le 23:15  And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: This would be 49 days. 
16 Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD. **** Here is the feast of Pentecost. This new meal offering unto the Lord simply means that God was doing something new and in the book of Acts it tells us of the new thing God was doing. He is switching over from the nation of Israel to the Church. This is brought out is this particular portion scripture.

Le 23:17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD. These two loaves are figurative of Jew and Gentile. Note that these 2 loaves were baken with leaven. What does it mean that we are baken with leaven? It means that God’s judgment has come upon this leaven in Christ Jesus. When you put yeast in bread it raises, but when you bake it, it stops the rising. The sin operating in our lives has been baked. It is annulled as we are the 2 wave loaves offered before the Lord. Christ has bore our judgment.  But in v6 the unleavened is representative of Christ. Le 23:6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. Baken bread with leaven typifies a believer in their identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. That annuls the leaven in our lives. It is as we reckon ourselves to be dead. Ro 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Also Ro 6:6-12.

This feast of Pentecost was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. As we see ourselves are baken with leaven or in other words that sin has been annulled, we can now offer our bodies as a living sacrifice unto God. Ro 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

Ac 1:7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. The word power is authority. 

Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. The word “witness, or testimony” occurs about 50 times in the book. It expresses our duty to God. 

Ac 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
The phrase “one accord” (1:14) occurs seven times, a significant feature of those days. It is a musical term. If we walk in the Spirit, there will be harmony among us as Christ’s instruments, “making melody in our hearts to the Lord” ( Corresponds to Ephesians 5:19). 
Eph 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

Does God reckon that we too died (were baked) with Him? Give Scripture.
Baken bread with leaven typifies a believer in their identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. That annuls the leaven in our lives. It is as we reckon ourselves to be dead. Ro 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Also Ro 6:6-12.

How can the sin and evil that is now in our flesh be kept inactive? (Consider Rom. 6: 11)
Ro 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. We must reckon ourselves dead indeed unto sin. That is how it becomes baken in our lives. We reckon or identify ourselves with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.

What sacrifices may we now offer to God? (Rom. 12:1; Heb. 13:15,16)
Our Body; and the Sacrifice of Praise; 
As we see ourselves baken with leaven or in other words that sin has been annulled, we can now offer our bodies as a living sacrifice unto God. Ro 12:1 

Heb 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

In Ho 14:2 Take with you words, and turn to the LORD: say unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips. We an interesting term here, “calves of our lips.” God wants the sacrifice of praise from our lips.

What three supernatural manifestations did God send on the Day of Pentecost?
1) Rushing mighty wind; 2) cloven tongues like as of fire, 3) They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Wind, Fire, and tongues were the three.
Ac 2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

For what purpose was this sign given? (Consider Acts 1:8)
Tongues is a sign of the power being given.
Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

What great change do we find in Peter after he was filled with the Holy Spirit?
Peter got bold. He had just received the power of the Holy Ghost. Ac 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: Peter stands up boldly and comes to the forefront.

The Passover
Lu 22:30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. Jesus in repeated Peter’s name which is a hint of His frustration at this point. Matthew’s record of this feast announces Jesus declaration: “All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad”  (Matthew 26:31). Peter’s answer to that is: Though all men shall be offended because of thee yet will I never be offended (22:33). Peter undoubtedly meant what he said, but he did not understand his own weakness, nor the forces beyond his control which would work against him.

We are given some insight into the spirit world as it says, Satan hath desired to have you.
Nothing has changed since the days of Job, when Satan had to get God’s permission to touch one of His own. We can be encouraged that our enemy can go no further than God allows, but we
must realize that in both cases, God granted Satan permission. In Luke we are told that Satan was going to “sift you as wheat,” and we can expect no less in our own lives. 

God will use Satan as an instrument to separate our flesh from the spirit. Jesus’ prayer is two-fold. He did not pray that Satan would not be able to touch this disciple, but rather that Peter’s faith would not fail.
The chaff must be blown away in our lives, so that genuine faith will stand as gold, even as Job declared in Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
Secondly, Jesus petitioned, When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. When did that happen that Peter strengthened his brethren? Peter got bold. He had just received the power of the Holy Ghost. Ac 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: Peter stands up boldly and comes to the forefront to strengthen his brethren.

Peter quoted a prophecy from Joel under the anointing of the Spirit?
But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; Peter quoted from Joel 2:28-32 in Ac 2:17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

Garden of Gethsemane
Lu 22:44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, 46 And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. 47 And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.
 48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss? 49 When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? 50 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.

Joh 18:10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus.

Even this did not last, for Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And He
touched his ear and healed him (22:51). Suffer ye thus far, is not only a message to Peter, but to
all mankind, that this is the road which God had ordained for Jesus and any effort to change it would not be allowed.

Notice in Joh 18:7 Then asked he (Jesus) them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: Get This? All men are set free by the judgment that fell upon Christ. Let these
go, He says. The death of the Passover Lamb in Egypt preserved Israel’s firstborn from death,
typical of Christ's death for all those who believe.
Both Peter and Judas failed in this hour, but with what a difference. One was an
unbeliever, the other a believer. There is a great gulf between such. One deliberately sold Jesus
for thirty pieces of silver, betraying the Lord with a kiss; the other denied Him not deliberately,
but unintentionally. Lu 22:33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death. 34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.

Peter followed the officers as they took Jesus and led Him away. Judas could not believe that He would not resist them; for he had seen Him many times manifest His power and escape His enemies. But Peter was flesh, even as we, and the fear of the rulers who appeared to be having their way was over him. Peter loved the Lord and believed that He was the Messiah, the Son of God. Judas had no faith in His claims. He had viewed the Lord in action and saw His mighty miracles and His life of victory and heard His surpassing words of wisdom firsthand; and yet was not moved to accept and cling to Him. He will always remain a mystery. Peter on the other hand, we understand. There is a wide gulf between the two. The Lord can restore the erring and weak believer, as was the case with Peter; but He can do nothing for those who refuse His mercy.

When did the last days begin? (See Heb. 1:2)
They began at Pentecost. Dispensational these are the last days. Heb 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; In these last days, God is speaking to us by His Son.

When will verses 19 and 20 be fulfilled?
Ac 2:19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:

V19 and 20 will be fulfilled at the beginning of the next age at the first seven years of tribulation when Christ will be sitting upon the throne.

What is the "great and notable day of the Lord"?
It is a 1,000 years long. Peter says in 2Pe 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. It is the day when the nations are judged. It speaks of judgment that is coming. Ac 2:20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:

What promise is given here for salvation in the midst of judgment?
In the midst of all the judgment, we see mercy in Ac 2:21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Mercy is offered in the midst of judgment.

How did God show His approval of Jesus of Nazareth while He walked among men?
Ac 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 21. Did Israel's rejection of their Messiah hinder God's purpose and plan?

God manifested His approval of Jesus by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, and they knew it, but they ignored all of the signs.

When was this purpose determined by God? (I Peter 1:20)
1Pe 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.

This was determined and foreordained before the foundation of the world that Christ would come and die. God knew what was going to happen. Israel’s rejection Christ did not hinder God’s purpose and plans

Why was it not possible for the grave to hold Christ captive?
Ac 2:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. It was impossible for the grave to hold Christ because Christ is holy; He is God; He is sinless.

What was the chief fact emphasized in Peter's sermon?
Peter always emphasizes Christ’s resurrection. 

Ac 2:25- 28 David was speaking or prophesying concerning Christ and Israel put a lot of stock in what David said. Then Peter in v 29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;

Peter always emphasized Christ’s resurrection.

What evidence was before their eyes and ears, that Jesus was at God's right hand?
Ac 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
They saw this and witnessed this.

Name seven basic facts concerning Jesus which are stated by Peter.
1.  Ac 2:29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. Christ was resurrected

2. 30 Therefore being a prophet, (that is David)  and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; According to the flesh, Christ was of the lineage of David. He was the seed of David.
3.  Ac 2:31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. This was evident because Jesus walked among them and they could see His flesh.
4.  Ac 2:32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
5.  Ac 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
Because Jesus was now seated at the right hand of the Father, God had now poured out the Holy Spirit whom they now have seen.
6.  Ac 2:34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: (David was not speaking of himself but prophesying of Christ) but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
7.  Ac 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. God made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
The Holy spirit had His work in this because of Ac 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? The Holy Spirit convicted them of their sin. Prick means to pierce thoroughly and that is what the Holy Ghost did.

 Then in Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Ac 2:39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Repentance is an inward work that God does when He convicts us of our sin. The Holy Ghost gets through to my heart that I was a sinner. This many times so difficult, because man doesn’t want to hear it. Repentance is necessary. It is a change in attitude and direction toward God. This is an inward work.

Then he says be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. This is an outward act. Repentance, an inward work, and is a result of conviction by the Holy Ghost and baptism is an outward act, is the result of yielding our will to God’s will. We submit our will to God’s will and submit ourselves to be baptized. It is a result of yielding our will to God’s will. They showed their faith by yielding to be baptized. To the Jew water baptism was very important; it was like cutting off all earthly ties. Water Baptism is symbolic of our identification in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. It was also in the name of Jesus Christ that they were baptized not in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

What effect had this message upon the hearers?
Ac 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? The word pricked means to pierce thoroughly or sting to the quick. The Holy Spirit brought the inward conviction of sin. They said, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter gives them the answer. Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Although they had rejected and crucified their Messiah, what good news did Peter declare?
Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and receive the Holy Ghost was the good news declared. The promise was to receive the Holy Ghost. Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

The one that they crucified, God had brought Him to His right hand. Ac 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. 34 For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Ac 35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. This was taken from Ps 110:1.

Ac 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. The word Lord here means supreme in authority. God made Him Christ and Lord. This Christ is the anointed, the Messiah. They had crucified the Messiah, the one that they had hope in, the one that they had been looking for.

Although water baptism is not essential to salvation, what does it symbolize?
Our identification in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.
Then he says be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. This is an outward act. Repentance, an inward work, is a result of conviction by the Holy Ghost and water baptism is an outward act, and is the result of yielding our will to God’s will. We submit our will to God’s will and submit ourselves to be baptized. It is a result of yielding our will to God’s will. They showed their faith by yielding to be baptized.

What did it mean especially to a Jew?
To the Jew water baptism was very important; it was like cutting off all earthly ties. In the Bible whenever they were ministering to Israel, water baptism was emphasized. Paul, when ministering to the Gentiles, water baptism was not emphasized as much, but it is still important to us. But to the Jew, water baptism was a real step of faith to submit their will to God’s will. Water Baptism is symbolic of our identification in Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. 

In whose name did the apostles baptize?
It was in the name of Jesus Christ that they were baptized not in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Unto whom was this gracious promise of verses 38, 39 given?
This promise includes all of us, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Ac 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Does it reach down to the present time?
This promise includes all of us, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. Ac 2:39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. In John 14:1 -17 Jesus is talking here and he says, Joh 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. V17 you must be born again to receive the Holy Spirit, the world cannot receive the Holy Spirit. 

Also notice that He says but you know Him, talking to the disciples. Why did they already know the Holy Spirit? Because the disciples were already saved because in Joh 13:10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. This “not all referring to Judas.” But here the disciples were clean; they are not sinners in the world, they were saved. 

So Jesus says, but ye know Him for He dwelleth with you. The disciples already had an experience with the Holy Ghost, for he dwelleth with you. Then he says further,” and shall be in you.” When did the Holy Spirit enter into the disciples? On the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out! Then they became filled with the Holy Spirit. We also have a relationship with the Holy Ghost or we could never accept and receive Christ as our Savior. Joh 6:65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. Because it is the Holy Ghost that convicts us of our sin and brings us to repentance. Further Paul writes in Ro 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? God’s goodness brings us to repentance.

What was the result of Peter's message?
They received his word and were baptized. And a harvest took place, first 120 and now 3,000 souls were added. Ac 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. The word gladly means with pleasure.

What was the apostles' doctrine?
Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Doctrine means instruction. And in oneness, they were in the oneness of doctrine which brings out fellowship and then breaking of bread or communion, then in prayer. The fear or reverence came upon every soul.  Ac 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

What does the breaking of bread symbolize?
Communion

What brings about real fellowship among the people of God?
Discerning the Lord’s body as one.
It is the oneness of doctrine or being in one accord in one place is that which brings out fellowship and then breaking of bread or communion, then in prayer.

Can we do any better than to follow the simplicity of those early disciples?
No!
The Holy Spirit was leading them in the all things common. Ac 2:44-47 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; If the nation Israel had accepted the Lord Jesus this would a have happened. This refers to the year of Jubilee in Lev 25 which would have happened if Israel would have accepted the Messiah and if had of accepted Him, we would not have had a Church age, but God knew.

Why did not the believers continue to "have all things common"? (Acts 8:1)
The nation Israel was scattered and Israel rejected Christ. Ac 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

They left the place of one accord in one place that originally started with in Ac 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.

Who were added to the Church?
Such as should be saved and such as were being saved.
It was having favor with all the people, the Lord added to the church daily. Ac 2:47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Who added them?
The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved, or the meaning were being saved daily.

How were they added?
They were in one accord in one place. The Holy Spirit was working here as that continued daily, with one accord and attending to the things of God. (i.e. Breaking bread or communion, singleness of heart, praising God, worshiping) Ac 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

Did that make them a member of the Body of Christ?
Yes!
Believing in the Lord Jesus is what made them a member of the Lord’s body. Ro 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

Who is the only Head of the Church?
Jesus Christ

Is He fully able to direct all the members of His Body?
"If ye then ... know how to give good gifts unto your children;
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" Luke 11:13
Yes He has sent the Spirit of truth who guides us into all truth. Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Questions on Chapter Three
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