Acts 12 -13
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Chapter 12 really closes the account of the 12 Apostles. Ac 12:1  Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) ****Why did Herod persecute the Christians. Herod saw that it pleased the Jews. Today we see the religious world and the national world against Christ. It was both that united that put Christ to death. It was the feast of Passover in Jerusalem at that time. The king really guarded Peter. He might have heard about Peter’s escape out of prison before in earlier chapters. But he puts 16 soldiers to guard Peter. 4x4 which 4 is the number of the earth and they are multiplied against the gospel. They would bind the gospel and keep it in prison and that is what Peter represents. Herod killed James, which signifies those of the tribulation that will be martyred during the tribulation who will refuse to take the mark of the beast.

Ac 12:4 And when he had apprehended him, (Peter) he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 5 Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. 6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison. 7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. ***The light of revelation.**** Peter in prison is a picture of his message which is the gospel of the kingdom and that message has been in prison for over 2,000 years, but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him. How true that is today that we are praying for Israel and for that day when they will receive the message. Prayer of the Church was made without ceasing for him unto God. Ac 12:11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. **** The expectation was that they were going to kill Peter. Peter realized that he was not dreaming and the Lord sent an angel to deliver him. Herod is a type of the antichrist.

The angel of the Lord appeared to him; his chains fell off from his hands; he said follow me; the iron gate opened to them on his own accord; he was delivered out of the hand of Herod.
Ac 12:8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. 9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision. 
10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel departed from him.11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people of the Jews. Ac 12:12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying. This was the mother of John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. 
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Peter calls John Mark his son in 1Pe 5:13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. This meaning is he is his spiritual son. See the reaction when Peter appeared at the house where they were praying. They said, It is his angel. They were astonished. Ac 12:13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda.14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate.15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel. 16 But Peter continued knocking: and when they had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished. They were praying in believing and they said in Ac 12:15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. V 14 is a picture that they will hear his message before they see his face. Ac 12:14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate.

Ac 12:17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place. This James is the son of Alpheus, the pastor of Jerusalem. He is called the Lord’s brother in Gal 1:19 and he wrote the book of James. **** Again, Herod figures the antichrist. Ac 12:21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them. 22 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. 23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. ****This is the typical view of the destruction of the anti-Christ. After the antichrist is dead and he is judged,  in the millennium the word of God will grow and be multiplied. Ac 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark.

Chapter 13
This chapter to the end of the book of Acts starts the ministry of Paul. It has been about five years since the apostle Paul has been converted. It has been 12 years since Pentecost. It is about AD 44 or 45. We see that Antioch is the center of activity which is in Turkey. Ac 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. ** Here we see the church apostles which are Barnabas and Paul.
Where had Saul been these years? Saul was 5 years in training. Ga 1:17 neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. 18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. *** He was in Damascus and then the back side of the desert of Arabia. Then he went back to Damascus for about three years, then Jerusalem and then he went back to Tarsus and then Antioch which took up about five years. Ac 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. Ac 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. ***** As people were busy ministering to the Lord and fasting and worshiping God, The Holy Ghost began to move and Paul receives his commission.
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Ac 13:4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. ****Cyprus was devoted to the goddess Venus. Cyprus is an Island off the coast of Israel. This is where Barnabas home town is. 5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister. **** Salamis is the first port on the island of Cyprus. 6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: ***** Here on Paul’s first missionary journey goes to the Jew, to the synagogue, yet he is called to the Gentile. The gospel had to go first to the Jew and then the Gentile. It was offered to the Jew first. It was always this way and it was up to each Jew to receive it. Paphos is just another city on this Isle of Cyprus. The meaning of the name Cyprus is love or a blossom. To receive the gospel is love. Seleucia means a white light. Salamis means a surging such as the surging waters which cause us problems. 7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. This Sergius Paulus was a prudent man and he had authority because it says he was a deputy on the Island of Cyprus. Sergius Paulus name means earth born. We were all born of Adam and we are God’s creatures. We were born of wonder. See how wonderful God created us. This is just what these Christ rejecters do, they come along like Elymus and try to turn away Sergius Paulus from the faith. 9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him. This begins Paul’s first missionary journey. Paul goes on three missionary journeys in the book of Acts and this is his first one. 10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? ***No, they will not. Saul is now called Paul from here on out. We do read of Barnabas and Saul, but of Paul and Barnabas. * Paul calls him a child of the devil, the enemy of all righteousness. They do seek to pervert the right ways of the Lord.

Ac 13:11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. ***This goes right along with Ro 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. Notice in V11 it is not a total blindness; not seeing the sun for a season; and that season for Israel will be about 2,000 years long. They will not see the gospel light. No matter what people do, Israel as a nation will not be converted as a nation until they are brought down on the road of Damascus just like the Apostle Paul and the Lord will reveal Himself to them.  If men today reject Paul’s gospel, what comes upon them? Spiritual blindness. Ga 1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. Elymus means wise learned, a magician.  It speaks to the wisdom of this world; it is what the world learns. We find that the deep things of God are revealed unto us by His Holy Spirit. We gain wisdom by Christ, and it is by revelation revealed unto us by the Holy Spirit. Tares never become wheat nor does wheat become tares. Paphos means suffering. It is the second seaport of the gospel visit. This is where they meet a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, and he is a Jew. His name is Barjesus which means son of Jesus or son of the savior. He is typical of Israel. He has a wonderful name but he was not true to that name. 
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Because in his walk he was Elymas the sorcerers. In his walk and his life; he was not true to his name just like Israel. Paul writes in Ga 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, it was Elymas the sorcerers. It was those Christ rejecting Jews that come down and follow Paul throughout his missionary journeys. There is always an Elymus the sorcerers in type that follow Paul right along. Jesus said this of the self-righteous Jews who resisted the Truth in John 8:44. Jesus referred to the Pharisees as you are of your father the devil. Joh 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

Ac 13:12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. ***** This doctrine of the Lord is the message of grace. Ac 13:13 Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem. ****Perga means earthy. It is where the gospel went and all men were earthly minded. We don’t have a recorded message of Paul here. Ac 13:14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. ***** This is a different Antioch. Ac 13:15 And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on. *** We see the Holy Spirit working here again. 

Paul preached to the Jew first and then the Gentiles. Men of Israel and ye that fear God. Ac 13:16 Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience. Ac 13:17 The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it. *** Paul introduced this wonderful gospel to his people, the Jews as: the God of this people of Israel, the God of the Old Testament. God chose Himself a people of Israel, separating them from the world (Egypt) for His purpose. He endured their fleshly manners, yet God caused them to overcome and lay hold of their inheritance. He gave them a king (David), a man after God’s own heart. This brief history is found in Acts 13:17-22. This was also taken from Ps 89:20 *** God was the God of Israel because He is the God of Israel. He chose our fathers and exalted the people. God led His children out of the land of Egypt. God endured their awful sinful habits. God also prepared their inheritance in the land of Canaan. God was faithful to Israel to be their chief and authority. God didn’t desire that Israel would take King Saul but Israel wanted to be like the other nations. They would rather have a king so God gave them a king. Saul failed and God raised up David to be their king. 

Spiritual Canaan is an inheritance so broad, and wide, and lasting; why do we not hurry to take it? There is holiness, do we not want it? There is calmness, do we not desire it? There is joy unspeakable and full of glory, do we not wish for it? There is usefulness, do we not hunger for it? Our inheritance is Christ, and he resides. But the Canaanite was there! Yes, I know it; but you see he had no right there: the Lord had outlawed him.  It is time that we took possession of that goodly heritage which the Lord has made our own, for it is in Christ Jesus “we have obtained an inheritance,” and have the earnest of it in our possession by the Spirit of God. We come to live with Christ, in Christ, for Christ, as Christ: we rise in him to fellowship with Him. 
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Are we not to be settled in Immanuel’s land. Notice that there are three leading words in Joshua 1:11 “prepare,” “pass over,” “possess.” “Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land.”They were to prepare, not manna, for that would not keep above a day. We must get good meals of spiritual meat, the kind of meat which will sustain us. Feed much on the love of God, and the glorious truths which are laid up in Christ Jesus. Care nothing for human thought and carnal eloquence, but take to the solid meat, which is to be our nourishment when we dwell in the presence of God forever. I wish that professing Christians were more cautious about what they feed on. Some sermons are satisfied, with whatever. They do not care what the doctrine may be. If it is from a clever man who gratifies their ear. Some people can eat sawdust and make a meal of shadows. God’s people are feeding on deadly things of man’s thoughts. But we must, feed on Christ, feed on spiritual food, feed on the pure truth of God’s Word, and feed our souls on nothing else. Know the taste of what we eat, and let it be as clear and definite as that of butter and honey, that so we may readily refuse the evil and choose the good. We must know the difference in the spiritual food that is placed before us.
Ac 13:17 The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it. 18 And about the time of forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness. 19 And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he divided their land to them by lot. 20 And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 21 And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years. 

22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will. God gave testimony and said; Ac 13:22 And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. He was a man after God’s own heart. He never argued with God’s judgment. He had a wonderful heart attitude.We read of the Davidic Covenant in Psalm 89:20 2Sam 7 the whole chapter. Ac 13:23 Of this man’s seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Savior, Jesus: *** This is the seed of David. Ac 13:24 When (John the Baptist) John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that I am? I am not he. But behold, there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose. Paul introduces Jesus at the beginning of His ministry.
It is called the word of salvation, which is the gospel of Jesus Christ in V26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent. **** The glory of this ministry was not in repentance, but repentance was a step in God’s work in our hearts. It is as God works repentance in our hearts then this works in our hearts to bring us to Christ. The rulers ignorantly fulfilled their own scriptures in verse 27. He says here in v 27 that the religious leader, as Peter says, the master builders the craftsman; they rejected the chief corner stone. Here Paul says the rulers that dwell at Jerusalem, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets. They did not recognize the Messiah when He came. 
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Because of their rejection, they crucified Jesus and fulfilled all that was written of Him. Even in their rejection and crucifixion they fulfilled the scriptures. But God raised Him from the dead.  Ac 13:27 For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him. 28 And though they found no cause of death in Him, yet desired they Pilate that He should be slain. 29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a sepulcher. 30 But God raised Him from the dead: V 30 is the evidence that Jesus was their promised Messiah.

Ac 13:31 And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people. 32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, (Glad tidings speaks of the Gospel) how that the promise which was made unto the fathers, 33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. (This is speaking of the resurrection of Christ not His birth. This day is the day of resurrection) This is what Paul is speaking about here, the resurrection, the proof of Jesus sonship. There are three prophesies (given in this chapter) which were fulfilled in His resurrection. Ps 2:7 Ps 2:7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.  Isa 55:3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. Ps 16:8 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. David prophesied Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. David did not talk about himself because David is dead and saw corruption, his body is decayed. David was prophesying of Christ. So, Paul use three prophesies that were given and they were all fulfilled in Christ Jesus as proof of who Christ was. Ac 13:34 And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 35 Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 36 For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: 37 But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.

Ac 13:38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. **** Here we see the forgiveness of sin and to be justified is now offered to the people on the basis of God’s grace. This is the marvelous offer of grace to them by believing on this Jesus. The difference between “forgiveness of sins” and “justification from sin.” God was the offended party and he can forgive an offense yet the offender would still be an offender to God, but God went far greater than that. He not only forgave us our sins, but He justified us. He rendered unto us innocence. It is just as if we had never sinned. The record is wiped clean; our sins are gone. Ro 8:33 Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth. This is only possible in the realm of grace. 
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That is why he says here; 39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. It is only by God’s grace could we be justified. No man could be justified by the law. There was nothing wrong with the law, but it was weak through the flesh. The flesh could not keep it. Ro 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: What is our responsibility in all of this? It just to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and God counts it to us for righteousness. Ac 13:40 Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; 41 Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you. *** Paul was warning us here. V41 is quoted from Hab 1:5. 

God did this wonderful work in their day, but they despised it; and the word despise means to threat or think scorn with contempt. They rejected Christ Jesus and God’s grace then they are the ones that despise and they will perish. Compare this with Heb 10:29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? Those that reject Christ Jesus reject God’s grace and His offering of Jesus Christ and they will perish. Paul here was declaring grace to them here so that no would perish, but they would not heed to his words.

Ac 13:42 And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath. 43 Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. *** Now when they broke up in the synagogue, the Gentiles were hungry for this message of forgiveness and justification, which is the message of God’s grace. Paul and Barnabas preached and persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. It isn’t that we are saved by grace and then kept by our own good conduct, but Paul persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. Col 2:6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: And how did we receive Christ Jesus? By simple faith; believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The Gentiles received this message of glad tidings. Ac 13:44 And the next sabbath day almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God.*** How the word does travel!

Ac 13:45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.**** Remember Elymus in the preceding chapter which is a picture of the Christ rejecting Jews. They follow Paul around trying to turn away those from God and the faith. They hardened their hearts and always cause trouble. They hardened their hearts against the Gentiles. Ac 13:46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 
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*** Paul says here, it was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you, referring to the Jews; it was to the Jew first and then the Gentiles, but the Jew refused it. The Jews judged themselves unworthy of everlasting life. It was their decision that they judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life. God views them this way. This is from God’s viewpoint. Because of that Paul says, we turn to the Gentiles. Everywhere Paul goes he preaches to the Jew first and then the Gentile.
Ac 13:47 For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. *** This is taken from Isaiah 49:6 and there in Isaiah it does refer to Jesus Christ. Jesus was the light unto the Gentiles. And the Apostle Paul was also fulfilling his calling because he was an Apostle unto the Gentiles and was a light. He was letting that light shine. This was a prophesy of Christ, He is the light unto the Gentiles, but it also speaks of Paul who was the Apostle to the Gentiles who was letting his light shine. Paul was called to be an Apostle to the Gentiles and he was letting his light shine unto the Gentiles. It was the gospel light that he shined unto the Gentiles. The heart attitude today of the Gentiles is becoming as indifferent as the Jews were then. Ac 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. *** Today men either accept or reject the Lord Jesus and this gospel. By listening to the word men align themselves unto eternal life.

Ac 13:49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. 50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. ***** This interesting because Jesus said in Mr 6:11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. We are only responsible to share the gospel, it is the hearer’s responsibility to hear or not.







