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Ac 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. Although Paul had said in the preceding chapter, Lo, we turn to the Gentiles, the Holy Spirit led Paul and Barnabas to go to the Jews first when they came to Iconium. Note also to the Jew first and then to the Gentile as the Holy Spirit led in Acts 13:46. This is God’s order. Ac 14:2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren. The persecution seemed to fire them up to proclaim the truth of the gospel even more. They spoke boldly in the name of the Lord. Ac 14:3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. When the word of grace is preached and going out, it will always bring witness and results in people’s lives. He did it by granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. The Lord always gives testimony unto the Word of His grace.

History of Iconium: It is about 90 miles from Antioch. It was a city so ancient that it claimed to be older than Damascus. What was proposed in Iconium was nothing other than a lynching for Paul and Barnabas. The further Paul and Barnabas went the further they moved from civilization. In the more civilized cities, their lives at least were safe because Rome kept order; but out in the wilds, Paul and Barnabas were under the threat of mob violence. These two were brave and it always takes courage to be a Christian. Ac 14:4 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles. Not everybody is going to believe. Our responsibility is to give out the gospel, but it is the hearer’s responsibility to receive it and heed to it. We can only give out the word. We can’t force people to take it. Ac 14:5 And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them. *** They fled because they wanted to stone them. 

Ac 14:6 They were aware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about: 7 And there they preached the gospel. This did not discourage them; they went on and preached the gospel.***Satan could not stop them. For example: The sun is a great ball of fire. Nothing can hinder it from shining, though man may try to hide from its light and heat. It is the same with men filled with the Word of God and with the Holy Spirit. Nothing can extinguish the fire in their bones. Even when some may reject it. Lystra was a Gentile town; Therefore, the apostles did not quote so freely from the Old Testament at first because the Gentiles would not fully understand it. Note that it is not said that they went into the synagogue of the Jews, as in other cities. But there they preached the Gospel. Ac 14:8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, who never had walked: 9 The same heard Paul speak: who steadfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, 10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. 

**** Another object lesson of healing. All of Adam’s race could not walk uprightly before God. This man had no faith until he heard Paul preach. This man was obedient to Paul’s preaching, he leaped and walked. He didn’t say I can’t but he heeded Paul’s message. The physical impotency of that man in Lystra expresses the inward impotency of all mankind before being saved. 
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Spiritually all men are crippled in their feet from natural birth. None have ever walked uprightly before God since Adam and Eve stumbled and fell. All have sinned; all come short. All are helpless apart from Christ. His healing also is a beautiful picture of how the Lord lifts us up. All who believe on Jesus; He enables us to stand, leap and walk, by giving us a new life and making us new creatures in Christ Himself. What was the remedy? The Gospel message brings faith in the hearts of its hearers; it is the gospel preached. It is the true and pure word of God. Paul did not attempt to heal everybody, but he was ready to deliver those who had faith. The faith of God waits and operates on prepared soil. If you want people to believe in healing, or any other need, give them the gospel. The gospel brought faith unto this man. It is the Gospel message that brings faith in the hearts of its hearers. This healing was a supernatural sign, but did it convict the people around there of their need of a Savior? No. What was the public effect of the healing of the impotent man? 

Ac 14:11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; (Zeus) and Paul, Mercurius, (Hermes) because he was the chief speaker. That is what many Christians today encourage. They want the admiration and applause of the public. They count it the highest honor, and a proof of spirituality to be able to brag about what they have done. Not so with Barnabas and Paul. Ac 14:14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out, 15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: What did these people have already? They had a false religion. They were in idolatry. They were worshipping men. 

Paul and Barnabas avoided everything that would cause their hearers to be occupied with them, or to worship them but wanted to make them see the Lord and His wonderful goodness. Listen to many preachers today that talk about what they have done this week rather than sticking to the word of God. Mercurius means eloquent learned, shroud, prudent, and crafty. They didn’t see the message; they looked at Paul as crafty. They were using the same old fleshly tactics. This is the way of the world. They don’t see or hear the true message. They called Barnabas, Jupiter and again that was another false religion. It is false worship which always sets man up as the object of worship. Paul and Barnabas never wanted to call attention to what they have done. They wanted to give the glory to the Lord. History: At Lystra Paul and Barnabas were involved in a strange incident. They were being taken for gods which was the legendary history of Lycaonia. The people around Lystra told a story that once Zeus and Hermes had come to this earth in disguise. None in all the land would give them hospitality until at last two old peasants, took them in. 

As a result of history, the whole population was wiped out by the gods except these two, who were made the guardians of a splendid temple and were turned into two great trees when they died. So, when the Lord through Paul healed the crippled man, the people of Lystra were determined not to make the same mistake again. 
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They took Barnabas for Zeus the king of the gods. Hermes was the messenger of the gods and, since Paul was the speaker, they called him Hermes. Paul is the chief speaker as well during this age we are in. Ro 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 
The name of Christ was totally unknown in Lystra. They were a sort of country people, and partly agricultural, who seem to have been deeply sunken in superstition. At the gates of their city there stood a great temple dedicated to Jupiter. Picture Paul and Barnabas coming down from the mountainside and entering the town, and they stand up in the marketplace, or the street, and begin to talk concerning Jesus, the Son of God, who had come down from heaven, suffered and died, but He has ascended on high. The people gathered round them. Among the people, a cripple man listens with much attention. They preach again. The crowds are still greater, and on one occasion, while Paul is in the middle of a sermon, he fixes his eyes upon the cripple man. The apostle Paul gathers that this man has faith. Faith to be healed. To glorify the name of Christ, Paul cries with a loud voice, “Stand upright on thy feet.” The cripple man leaps and praises God. What was it which preceded this man’s faith? It is Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But the hearing of what? It was the hearing of the gospel of grace preached by Paul. Why did Paul go and preach to these poor, ignorant, superstitious people the very same truths which he spoke to his Jewish brethren? 

The very gospel which he preached at Damascus in the synagogue he preaches here at Lystra in the marketplace. He makes no difference between the education of his hearers in different places; he has the same gospel to preach to them both. Such was life to Paul: all the energies of his spirit were consecrated to preach Christ. He presented testimony everywhere to the gospel of the grace of God. The life which he lived was only valued by him to that end; that the gospel of Christ would go forth. He also regarded the gospel, which had been committed to him by the Lord Himself as what is needed for saints to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was put in trust with the gospel, and he resolved to be faithful though it should cost him his life. How many, believers today are kept lame because of the lack of truth they hear? All of Paul’s energies were consecrated to the pursuit of one object. It was that he might everywhere bear testimony to the gospel of the grace of God though it should cost him his life.

[bookmark: _Hlk184287142]What is sad today is that souls starve not being fed on the meat of the word. They become incapable of assurance as believers.  2 Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. There are believers in Jesus now fed on the foam, where men become heady and high-minded? Can we still hear Paul, cheering us on. Run that you may obtain! Our prayer should be that the saints of God return to the substantial meat of the infallible revelation, and cry to the Holy Ghost to be fed upon the word of God. The Apostle Paul has the gospel message for this church age. Eph 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. He did not accept worship from man. Ac 14:15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: 16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. 
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17 Nevertheless, He left not Himself without witness, in that He did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them. Paul was telling them we are the same flesh and blood as you are, we are no different. We must turn from these vanities or emptiness; there is nothing to them. We must turn to the living God. One moment these people wanted to put Paul and Barnabas on a pedestal and next they wanted to stone them. That is how the flesh is, one moment it is patting you on the back telling you how great you are and then the next moment they want to crucify you. Ac 14:19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. History: These certain Jews may have been here for one of two reasons. They may have been deliberately following Paul and Barnabas in an attempt to undo the work that they were doing. Or they may have been corn merchants. The region round Lystra was a great corn growing area and they may have come to buy corn for the cities of Iconium and Antioch. If so, they would be shocked after stoning him, and they were angry to find Paul still preaching. So, they stired up the people against him. 

Lystra was a Roman colony. Nevertheless, when the people saw what they had done they were afraid. They dragged what they thought was Paul’s dead body out of the city. They were afraid of the Roman justice. So, they were trying to get rid of Paul’s body in order to escape the consequences of what they did. What sheer courage of Paul. When he came to his senses, his first act was to go right back into the city where he had been stoned. Paul’s going straight back amongst those who had tried to murder him would have been more effective than a hundred sermons. ***Paul spoke of this stoning incident in 2Co 1:8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:*** Here we see some of the persecution that the Apostle Paul went through as he wrote to the Corinthians referencing this time. 2Co 1:9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: 10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; *** In other words, that is the sentence of Calvary. This is how he took up his cross and followed Christ. This signifies persecution. 

At Calvary the death sentence was passed upon the whole old creation. That is the reason; God does not want us to trust in ourselves, in our own achievements and our own abilities. That we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: Paul states in 2Co 12:1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. ***These verses reference this time here at Lystra. Paul waited 14 years to tell this story and the reason he did this is because he didn’t want to boast. There were a lot of false brethren that were coming to the Corinthians and telling stories. 2Co 12:3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 
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*** He didn’t know whether he was in his body or out of his body, but God knew and while he was there, he was caught up into paradise and we know that is where the Lord is. Paul says, there are no words in my vocabulary of what he saw. Paul glories in the new creation who was caught up in heaven, but he did not glory in his own abilities. I believe Paul was stoned to death and I believe God raised him up again. 
Three notable lights given in Acts 14:21-28
Ac 14:21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

(Light 1) There is the light of honesty to the people who had chosen to become Christians. He frankly told them that it was through many afflictions they would have to enter the kingdom of God. He offered them no easy way. He acted on the principle that Jesus had come not to make life easy but to make men great by yielding to word of God to be conformed to the image of His Son. Ac 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. (Light 2) On the return journey Paul set apart elders in all the little groups of newly made Christians. From the very beginning it was Paul’s aim to build these Christians by the word of His grace. Ac 14:24 And after they had passed throughout Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia: 26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled. 27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 28 And there they abode long time with the disciples. (The third Light – witness to God’s work) Paul and Barnabas never thought that it was their strength which had achieved anything. They spoke of what God had done with them. They regarded themselves only as fellow-laborer’s with God. We begin to have the right idea and the conviction that we are tools in the hand of God. The basis of our victory over the world or any enemy is Faith in Christ by the word of God through the Holy Spirit. 

They left the saints in good hands in every place. They appointed for them elders in every church. The word appointed or ordained means to elect by stretching out the hand. Ac 14:23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. This word to commend means to place alongside or present, or deposit as a trust; Paul gave them over to God to take care of them. Paul did not organize them, but he set them in order. He set up rulers and elders in every church. They were not under a denominational head. Their headquarters was in heaven. Christ is the head of the church. It was an assembly ordered. He did commend them to the elders but first and foremost he commended them to the Lord. They left the saints in good hands in every place. The assembly order is scriptural, but not organizational. There is not the first hint of any carnal bounds set about the saints. 
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Barnabas and Paul had been committed to the grace of God. A door of faith was opened which was the great marvel. God did it, and it pleased Him to use Paul and Barnabas to spread the Good News of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit confirms the faithfulness of Paul and Barnabas. Ac 14:26 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled. ***There are two meanings to the word Antioch. Driven against, and speedy as a chariot; they sped on with the Lord, and the enemy drove his chariots against them.

**** This concludes Paul’s first missionary journey and they are back at Antioch. It has taken Paul about 2 years on this first journey. It is about 20 years after the day of Pentecost. Also notice that they in V27 rehearsed all that God had done with them, not all that they had done, but all that God had done with them; how He used them which opened the door unto the Gentiles. There were 7 churches started on this missionary journey.

Note: The word tarried literally means to rub between. It also means also to abide, to tarry, to spend time. It occurs only five times in the New Testament; twice in this chapter; for example, Verse 3, where we learn the nature of their tarrying. They were not idle. They were not engrossed with the things of the world. They ground out some of the old corn of the land of Canaan. They ground out the Word of God between the times of laboring with their hands and praying for the sick and ministering to the saints of spiritual things. Those who learn the rare art of rubbing between, grinding out a little meal, snatching a morsel of truth now and then, eating less, sleeping less, visiting less, reading less of unimportant things, but searching the Word more, these people become the beacon lights to the world.
