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Ac 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. 3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them. The gospel was being preached to Jew and Gentile alike and they were living together as brethren. There were certain Jews to whom all this was unthinkable. They could never forget the position of the Jews had as the chosen people. They were willing that the Gentiles should come into the Church but on the condition that first they follow Jewish tradition. 

If this attitude had prevailed, Christianity would have become nothing more than a sect of Judaism. Some of these Jews came down to Antioch and tried to persuade the converts that they would lose everything unless they first accepted Judaism. Paul and Barnabas argued strongly against this. According to Acts 15:3, after being brought on their way by the church, Paul and Barnabas traveled through Phoenicia (Phenice) and Samaria, sharing the news of the conversion of Gentiles to other believers; essentially, they were sent by the Jerusalem church to spread the message that the gospel was open to non-Jewish people, and their journey through these areas was a way to share this news with existing Christian communities. It was at the Jerusalem Church that the question was debated of the legal obligations for Gentiles who had come to follow Jesus Christ to be circumcised. After hearing from Peter, Barnabas, and Paul, James addressed the council with his final decision that we will see in V19–21, which was then recorded in a letter written to the Gentile churches in Antioch. The letter, which is found in V23–29, closes with the council’s decision.

The problem was this. Before a Gentile became a member of the Christian Church was it necessary according to the Jews that he should be circumcised and take upon himself the Law of Moses. Or, could a Gentile be received into the Church? Then there was another problem. The strict Jew could have no association with a Gentile. He could not have him as guest nor be his guest. He could not, even do business with him. So then, even if Gentiles were allowed into the Church, how far could Jews and Gentiles associate in the social life in the Church?
These problems had to be solved. The solution was not easy. But in the end the Church took the decision that there should be no difference between Jew and Gentile at all. There was only one way out. An appeal was made to Jerusalem, the headquarters of the Church, for a ruling. Paul and Barnabas were prepared to let the facts speak for themselves. But certain of the Pharisees who had become Christians insisted that all converts must be circumcised and keep the Law.

The question; Was the gift of God for the select few or for all the world? If we possess it ourselves, are we to look on it as a privilege or as a responsibility? We fully realize the true meaning of Christianity only when all middle walls of partition are broken down. Paul wrote afterwards that he went up by revelation to that conference, taking Titus with him (Galatians 2:1-3). What does this revelation mean. It means God revealed this to him. 
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He was fully persuaded that he was Scriptural in his teaching. He had a clear grasp of the utter helplessness of the law to save, or bless, and was thoroughly persuaded that salvation was absolutely by grace. Note Chapter 13:38-39, which we have studied. If the Lord had not revealed to him definitely that he should go and interview the Kingdom Apostles, he would not have gone. Ac 13:38 Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 39 And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. The perfect will of God for Paul was given to him in his Gospel. When they arrived in Jerusalem, they met with certain of the Pharisees with the same legal opposition. Legality withstands the grace message everywhere. Ac 15:5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses. 6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter. 

The problem was not to be solved so easily. Legality is Satan’s strong religious fortification. This conference began and continued with much question, and discussion.  Ac 15:7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and believe. In answer to the stricter Jews, Peter reminded them how he himself had been responsible for the reception of Cornelius into the Church ten years before this. The proof was that God had granted these very Gentiles to receive the Holy Spirit. As far as the Law claims these Gentiles might have been ceremonially unclean; but God had by his Holy Spirit cleansed their hearts. The attempt to try and obey the Law’s commands to earn salvation (work) was a losing battle which left every man empty. There was only one way and that is the acceptance of the free gift of the grace of God by self-surrendering faith.

Peter went right to the heart of the question. Note the deep principles which were involved. Can a man earn the favor of God? Or must he admit his own helplessness and be ready in humble faith to accept what the grace of God gives? In effect, the Jews said, religion means earning God’s favor by keeping the Law (works). Peter said, we must cast ourselves on the grace of God. Here is the difference between a religion of works and that of grace. Peace will never come to a man until he realizes that he can never put God in his debt; and that all he can do is take what God in his grace gives. The puzzle of Christianity is that the way to victory is through surrender and weakness; and the way to power is through admitting one’s own helplessness. For 20 years, Peter witnessed that both Jews and Gentiles received purity of heart (salvation) and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. It was always by faith alone in Jesus Christ. Not the slightest hint of works was admitted. Then note his stern rebuke. Ac 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?

What does it mean to bring in works, or self-effort, as a means of salvation, or even perfecting believers? Water baptism, sabbath-keeping, feet-washing, making restitution, stopping
habits, changing your dress, trimming your beard or hair. All these are acts of “tempting God,” if they are done in order to be saved, or to receive the Holy Spirit, or to keep saved, or perfect your walk. To teach this is to put an unbearable yoke on the neck. It proved unbearable to the fathers; it is unbearable to anybody. 
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In Matthew 11, it could be said like this when Jesus spoke: “come unto Me all ye that labor (working for salvation) and are heavy laden (with law keeping); take my yoke (grace) upon you, and learn of Me; for My yoke (grace) is easy and my burden (faith) is light. (Matthew 11:29). Praise God! The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of GRACE and truth; and of His fulness have all we received, and GRACE FOR GRACE. For the law was given by Moses, but GRACE and truth came by Jesus Christ (John 1:14-17). Then Peter’s unanswerable conclusion: Ac 15:11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they. 12 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. Here we have the only proof they gave that the grace way was the divine way, and was the result of their labors everywhere they had gone. They needed no other proof. Their testimony of years of effective service, seeing many hundreds saved and filled with the Holy Spirit, and unspeakable miracles and wonders, all through simple faith. If this would not convince anyone, nothing else would. They declared that all had been done under their ministry, by God Himself. He did it according to His grace. 

What they said was beyond any question which was the most interesting of all. Ac 15:13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written. These verses are some of the most wonderful verses ever written in this Bible. James spoke. He was the leader of the Jerusalem church. He was the brother of Jesus. He had a special resurrection appearance all to himself in 1Co 15:7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. He was a pillar of the Church. Paul said in Ga 1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. In History it says that James knees were as hard as a camel’s because he knelt in prayer so often and so long. He was also called James the Just. He himself was a exact observer of the Law. If such a man should come down on the side of the Gentiles, then all was well. He declared that the disciples should be allowed into the Church without any hindrance.

Peter proved that salvation was by faith through grace, by showing the beginning of God’s plan for this age. Then Barnabas and Paul demonstrated that salvation was by faith through grace to the Gentiles also, by their witness to God’s mighty works. Finally, James confirmed the arguments of those three Peter, Barnabas, and Paul by Old Testament prophecies. He introduced his remarks by recalling what Peter had said. Then he made known three important truths: First, during this age, God is taking out a people for His Name. Second, at the end of this age, the residue of men, that is, Israel, will seek the Lord. Third, and all the Gentiles, that is, nationally all, but not literally every individual, for some will yield to Christ’s reign with pretended obedience. (See Psalm 18:44; 66:3; 81:15). V13 God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name. He is building a Bride for His Son. Ac 15:16 After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. James quoted Amos 9:11-12. The personal return and presence of the Lord, not simply as a visitor, but as a permanent resident, is the promise of God and the hope of believers. 
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Only this can bring in the Millennium. Jesus must come and rebuild the tabernacle of David. Then Israel will be restored and then the world-wide revival will come, even the millennial day. Jesus must be sitting upon the throne of universal dominion and His lovely Bride with Him for these things to be accomplished. 
Ac 15:19 Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 20 But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood. James merely decided they should “not trouble” the Gentiles who have come to faith.He advised further that they give four simple cautions to Gentile converts: 1) that they abstain from pollutions of idols, 2) and from fornication, 3) and from things strangled, 4) and from blood. 
These are not commandments, but admonitions or cautions.
#1 idols - 1Co 10:19 What say I then? that the idol is anything, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is anything? 20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. 21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 

#2 and from fornication - **** There is such a thing as spiritual fornication; we are to be true to Christ spiritually. We do not take the members of the body of Christ and join them to a harlot or bring them to a false head such as the pope and take his headship. Be true to Christ.
#3 and from things strangled, #4 and from blood What this says spiritually by partaking of the blood is that this life is not a bad life. This old life in the flesh is pretty good. The flesh is ok and we can partake of that blood. We must realize that the old creation is corrupt and there is nothing good in it. It is the new life that has everything not this old fleshly life. Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
The significance were each of those cautions:
#1 we cannot serve two gods; 1Co 10:19
#2 We have one head, Christ only. 1Co 6:15
# 3 Christ gave His life for us, #4 only in Christ do we live. Ga 2:20

Ac 15:22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren: Ac 15:28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; They put the Spirit first. It would be wonderful to attend a conference of leaders, led and controlled by the Holy Spirit, in perfect harmony with the Word of God. They did not mean by “necessary things,” that they were essential to getting saved, or to keep saved, but in order to “do well.” Carelessness in those practical matters would hinder growth in divine matters. Paul wrote about them in his epistles later on, warning against everything that would impede progress in grace. These necessary things are not stern demands hanging over our heads, but they are the hand of love to guard and guide us in our present walk in this life. Ac 15:30 So when they were dismissed, they came to Antioch: and when they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the epistle: They exhorted the saints and confirmed them in the truth. Note, that those Antioch saints were already so deeply grounded in the truth of Grace, that the council did not bring them any added light. 
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Ac 15:31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation. Its discussions brought them “consolation” only, for which they rejoiced. When Paul’s Gospel is known and believed, his message compasses all the truth. The doctrine alone delivers us from bondage by grace through faith. The yoke of bondage was lifted off of their necks. That is what grace always does. What was the result when the Gentiles were freed from the yoke which these False teachers had put upon them? Ac 15:31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation. **** Grace always frees us from the yoke of bondage. Also notice what the result to the saints that follow false teachers. It undermines the soul. It subverts or undermines the truth.  This is Paul’s second missionary journey. It was to seek the welfare of the assemblies. It was to insure they were grounded in the truth. Ac 15:35 Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.36 And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do. The Holy Spirit is leading Paul to wonder how the other saints and the Churches in other places were doing. This is God’s will. 

Ac 15:37 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, whose surname was Mark. 38 But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.***Maybe the reason John Mark departed at Pamphylia on the first missionary journey was it was a little more work than he thought. But in 2Ti 4:11, Paul, said only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry. *** Paul gives a better report about John Mark at that time, for he had matured.  At this time there was contention between Paul and Barnabas. Paul and Barnabas split up and went different ways, but yet the Holy Spirit was in control of this because it spread the gospel in different directions. Ac 15:39 And the contention was so sharp between them, that they departed asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus; 40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.

Disagreements happen. They happen in our families, with our friends, and they absolutely happen in the Church. As Christians, we need to make sure that we understand how we are supposed to handle these situations when they occur. As always, our source for understanding what God wants us to do, and not do, is the Bible. How we handle these disagreements determines whether we bring glory to God or disruption. There is no doubt God used this division; but this can never be used as an excuse for carnal division. God can redeem good out of evil, yet we are all held accountable for the evil we do, even if God ends up bringing good out of the evil. Later, Paul came to minister with John Mark and to value his contributions to the work of God (Colossians 4:10; Philemon 1:24; 2 Timothy 4:11). Thew lesson here is we don’t know if it was Mark who changed or Paul. Probably God had a work to do in both of them! We know for a fact that strengthening the churches was Paul’s work, in addition to evangelism. How did Paul strengthen the Churches? He gave them the truth! Christians need the strong meat of the word to grow and mature in and it can only be in the word of God that Paul taught. God used the spilt between Paul and Barnabas to grow the Church.
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Summary:
Believing Jews were openly debating how to let Gentiles into what they saw as the development of the Jewish faith. The Jewish believers had from ancient generations heard the Law of Moses read every Sabbath in the synagogue V21. It was their heritage and culture; The Jerusalem Council recognized that Gentile believers, having been newly welcomed into God’s family, would live and serve alongside Jewish believers. A blending of backgrounds and traditions was expected as they gathered to pray, break bread, and worship the Lord Jesus Christ. James wanted to nurture unity between Gentile believers and their Jewish brothers and sisters with whom they would eat, worship, and minister. When James stood and declared his judgment to the Jerusalem Council (V19–21), he prioritized unity over circumcision and the keeping of the Law of Moses. Rather than making it difficult for the Gentiles to turn to the Lord, the council offered a few instructions to help them keep the peace with their new Jewish brothers and sisters. In the words of Peter during the debate, they wanted to avoid “putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear” (Acts 15:10). There is also the unity of the Spirit that Paul later taught that we must consider here.

There are five characteristics of our walk to keep the unity of the Spirit described in Eph 4: 2 3.
Eph 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Eph 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. ****These verses describe how we are to walk. V1 He says walk worthy of the vocation (this is the same Greek word as High calling in Phil 3:14). First, with all lowliness. That means we must learn what true humility or humility of mind. It is dependence on the grace of God, which is the only way we are ever going to be able to walk in this new life of humility. #2. Meekness: means we are going to have to let God fight our battles. We cannot fight in our own strength; it is believing God to fight our battle and to put on the whole armor of God. #3 With all longsuffering. This is an attitude. It doesn’t mean we suffer for a long time. It is an attitude whereby we may be able to bear with someone else during our walk even as God has been longsuffering with us. #4 forbearing one another in love. Then #5; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

Then Paul also says in Eph 4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; Why did Paul mention these two verses together? ****God does intend to be bring that unity about. In the bridal company this will be accomplished to the very greatest degree. Then, he states, the knowledge of the Son of God. This is what God wants to happen through the gifts and those who give out the word. It is the knowledge of the Son of God that we are to be bringing forth. This is what Paul was focused on. It was with giving forth that knowledge of the Son of God to those that were hearing him. This is true unity. Then, unto a perfect man; that means unto a complete man. Nothing missing or nothing left out; no deficiency unto the perfect or the complete or the mature man. Then, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: ***This is what God is wanting to do. He is wanting to produce His Son. The only life that God has ever been completely satisfied with is the life of Christ. He has given that life to us. He intends that each one of us manifest that life to the degree that we all come together unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:
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But Paul states in V14 God does not intend for His people to go from place to place hearing every wind of doctrine. There is no unity of the Spirit in that. One of the greatest purposes God has for us is that we are not tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine. Satan is having a hay day with many Christians today because they are not exercised in the knowledge of God’s word. They could do exactly what Jesus did when He said, It is written! We are to learn this message so that we are not tossed about to and fro. Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; Satan also has his ministers out there and we see that here. He does it with every wind of doctrine. There so many ungodly doctrines of men that deceive people. It doesn’t have to be that way, if they just understood the marvels and the depths of God’s word. This verse tells us, you never want to gamble with the devil. Paul tells us in Ga 1:7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. We must have the unity of the Spirit. It can only happen as we have spiritual oneness among believers in Christ, created and sustained by the Holy Spirit, by rightly dividing the word of God. There can be no unity apart from the word of God.







