Acts 19  Spiritual Battle  - January 23, 2025
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Ac 19:1 And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. This is Paul’s third missionary journey and he was here for a while. Now Ephesus was the model church and we will see how it came into existence in Rev 2. It was the first church that was written to in Ephesus. The meaning of the name Ephesus is full purpose and city of the moon. So, we see God’s full purpose for the Church here. We find that purpose in the letter and the book of Ephesians. In Ephesians we are taught that we are seated together in the heavens and we are blessed with all spiritual blessings. John’s baptism was that of repentance. The baptism of John acknowledged their sins, deserving death and their faith in the one coming. Zacharias prophecy concerning John in Lu 1:76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

Lu 1:77 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins. This is what John the Baptist’s ministry was. They enjoyed the forgiveness of sins and the knowledge of salvation as he believed on the One coming. This was John’s baptism. Paul instructed them that Jesus had died and was now resurrected. It was the message that Jesus had come. Ac 19:4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. John the Baptist prophesied concerning Jesus in Lu 3:16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: That was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost. Ac 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. This was at Ephesus and it is a pattern for us to listen to Paul’s Gospel to go on. The meaning of “Have ye received the Holy Spirit since ye believed?” There is no doubt that those disciples had believed on Jesus unto salvation. 

Their answer proved that they had not yet received the Spirit. They said, “Nay we did not so much as hear whether the Holy Spirit was given.” Like all believing Jews at that time, they knew that the Spirit had been promised in the Old Testament and should be sent sometime, but they had not learned that the promised had been graciously fulfilled. They had not heard that Pentecost had come. They were thirsting for the fulness of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, as soon as they heard from Paul that the promised Messiah Jesus and Holy Spirit had come, they gladly were baptized into the Name of the Lord Jesus. Apparently, there was something about these disciples that prompted this question from Paul. We don’t have any indication that it was his custom to ask people if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believed. Ac 19:7 And all the men were about twelve. 8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. This number 12 is significant and it shows us that the nucleus of the Church at Ephesus was composed of  those that had received John’s baptism and then when they heard the preaching that Jesus their Messiah had come, they accepted it. The 12 means Divine Governmental Perfection.
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Re 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
Then in Re 21:12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:*** The city had a wall and to gain access, the city had gates. We Gentiles have been grafted in because of Israel. Who are the gates? Israel. They are the 12 gates. Then in Re 5:9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;*** It is out of every kindred tongue and nation. We Gentile believers were grafted into this wonderful body of Christ.

Ac 19:8 And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God. **** Now he is doing this in the synagogue, to the Jews at Ephesus. Ac 19:9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. They now rejected Paul’s message. Their hearts were hardened because of unbelief. Where the Gospel was not accepted, Paul did not stay. Ac 19:9 But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. 10 And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. **** Here in Ephesus, there were those that rejected the light and hardened their hearts, the same as Israel had done. In our previous lesson in Ac 18:20 When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not;*** At this time the Jews wanted Paul to stay and give them more. 

But now in 19:9 they reject and harden their hearts. The rejection of light in the unbeliever, results in harden hearts. The results of receiving the light is separation from darkness and then more light is given. So, Paul separated himself and went to the school of one Tyrannus. He was a Gentile. Again, this tells us of Israel rejecting the Gospel and the Gospel going to the Gentiles. Tyrannus means absolute ruler or sovereign. It speaks of those that would give the word of God its rightful place in our hearts. We give God that absolute rule within our hearts. He is sovereign, He is the word of God. It represents the Gentiles who believe and take in the word. Evidently Tyrannus was a scholar because he had a school there. We see here how God works when the light is given forth and accepted. There are miracles by the hands of Paul. God is showing his approval of the ministry and signs followed. We don’t follow the signs but the signs follow them that believe. Mr 16:17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; Ac 19:11 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 
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Though a handkerchief or an apron has no magic power, yet when anointed with the mighty power of God in Jesus’ name, they were more powerful than all the gods and shrines of the superstitious people in Ephesus. It was the faith in the Gospel that healed. It was by believing and letting the light in. The Gospel today that flows through the Apostle Paul’s hands heals us today. It still has deliverance for us today. It isn’t the cloth, but it is the faith in the Gospel and standing on that faith in the Gospel that delivers and heals. The diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. These are some of the results of receiving light. It is in the name of Jesus Christ. This was labor in the Gospel and it was magnifying the name of Jesus that brought this healing. Note also, it does not say that Paul did these unusual miracles, but that God worked them by the hands of Paul. Ac 19:13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 

15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? This word vagabond means that they were just wandering Jews. They were exorcists. They never took the Gospel in, nor did they accept the Gospel, they just wanted the results. They thought it was some magic. They did not have a personal experience with Jesus. They said, we adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. They could be representative of legalizers. They seek to imitate. *** Sceva means mind reader. Paul received revelation and we receive revelation as well. We don’t read God’s mind, but God reveals the deep things to us by His Holy Spirit. But Sceva is the one that tries to figure out what God is thinking in the natural, but Paul tells us in 1Co 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. This is by discernment and revelation given by the Holy Spirit. Sceva was a mind reader, it was not by revelation.

Ac 19:15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. To exercise authority over demons is a matter of discernment. We have as a believer the authority of Christ. Ac 19:17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds.*** Something had taken place in their hearts. It was repentance toward God and faith towards Jesus Christ. There was a demonstration of a change in their heart. 19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. *** These curious arts and books were idolatry. They burned these books and got rid of the art and got rid of their devil worship. And it was costly. How many times have we heard that we could have sold that and put it towards the Church? God doesn’t want any part of that. He says burn it. 
Many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all: The sons of Sceva incident also encouraged Christians to renounce any remaining connection to the demonic. They renounced the demonic by confessing and by burning their magic books, disregarding whatever value they had. It is significant that these practitioners of magic came confessing and telling their deeds. 
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It was thought that the power of these magic spells was in their secrecy, which was renounced in the telling. These books and scrolls full of magic charms, and incantations were well known in Ephesus, and they were valuable. The value of fifty thousand pieces of silver today has been estimated at anywhere between $1 million and $5 million. Today we have enough temptation in our own mind without going after these things. But many people today still confide in these things. Paul was equipped for the conflict in Ephesus, this city of witchcraft and idolatry; Eph. 6:11. He was equipped with the whole armor of God.  Ac 19:20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. The city of Ephesus was the capital of Asia Minor. It was its greatest city and the chief point of trade for that country. Ephesus and Smyrna were termed the eyes of Asia. 

It was under the Roman Government, but a free city, and was ruled by its own magistrates. That was the city, which Paul chose as the center of a very effective ministry. History records that the assembly in Ephesus was a very influential one. It is said that Asia Minor became the stronghold of Christianity at one time. The heathen temples were deserted. The animals of sacrifice could not be sold. Apparently, ,many of the people became Christians. We need not marvel then that Luke says, Ac 19:20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. Paul purposes in His heart to go to Jerusalem. Ac 19:21 After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome. ***Paul wanted to establish them in the Gospel, this was the gift he wanted to give them. Ro 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; Ac 19:22 So he sent into Macedonia two of them that ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus; but he himself stayed in Asia for a season. *** Paul stays on in Ephesus and he sent into Macedonia Timothy and Erastus. 

Paul wrote the first letter to the Corinthians and sent it with Timothy and Erastus at this time in the Spring of 56 or 57 AD. We also see in the fall of that year Paul wrote the second epistle to the Corinthians. History states that Timothy was the first bishop of Ephesus. Timothy stayed in Ephesus for the remainder of his life, until he was martyred for his faith. Timothy zealously governed the Church until A.D. 97. At this period, as the pagans were about to celebrate a feast called Catagogion, Timothy, meeting the procession, severely reproved them for their ridiculous idolatry, which so infuriated the people that they fell upon him with their clubs, and beat him so bad that he died of the bruises two days later. Catagogion, was a heathen festival at Ephesus, celebrated on the 22nd of January, in which the followers ran about the streets, dressed in costumes with clubs in their hands. They also carried images of their gods. They ravished women they met and abused them and often killed the men and committed many other disorders to which the religion of the day gave sanction. It is interesting to note the date, January 22; 22 is the number for light and when men refuse to lay hold of the Lord’s truth, then there is a consequence for it. In Revelation He said, I will remove thy candlestick (the light) out of his place. We have seen that down through the ages that if men refuse to listen to the truth or the light that God brings, then there is a removal in one way or another. Timothy was taken from them. They refused the light that he would bring. Paul warned them this would happen in: Ac 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
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Ac 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Notorious for its idolatry and temple to Diana, Ephesus is considered the traditional burial site of Timothy. Ac 19:23 And the same time there arose no small stir about that way. (this was is the Christian way) 24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, which made silver shrines for Diana, brought no small gain unto the craftsmen; **** Here we see a foreshadow of the 7 years of tribulation. Demetrius, a silversmith made his living by making these idols. Because of V19 , he lost a lot of his business. Ac 19:19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. The Gospel affected the business conditions at Ephesus. Ac 19:25 Whom he called together with the workmen of like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth. *** They were concerned about their prophet, their money. 26 Moreover ye see and hear, that not alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying that they be no gods, which are made with hands: *** Paul’s Gospel was that there is no God made with men’s hands.

Ac 19:27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be set at nought; but also that the temple of the great goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnificence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worshippeth. 28 And when they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.*** These leaders of darkness seem to keep the people ignorant. They don’t want the Gospel to come in, they want to keep the darkness there because they can make their wealth through it. The Ephesian assembly was a model assembly, but it also had the dishonor of being the great center of devil worship of that day. Ephesus was the center of idolatry of Diana of the Ephesians. Paul said in 1Co 15:32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die. *** Paul is talking about the spiritual battle. Ac 19:29 And the whole city was filled with confusion: and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, Paul's companions in travel, they rushed with one accord into the theatre. 30 And when Paul would have entered in unto the people, the disciples suffered him not. 31 And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his friends, sent unto him, desiring him that he would not adventure himself into the theatre.

**** Again, we have Paul wrestling with these beasts at Ephesus. **** Paul writes in 1Co 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.*** That word spectacle is theater, in other words he is on show to the rest of the world. Ac 19:32 Some therefore cried one thing, and some another: for the assembly was confused; and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.*** Some of these people didn’t even know why they were there. All they knew is that there was an uproar. Ac 19:33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckoned with the hand, and would have made his defense unto the people. 34 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.*** Alexander’s name means man defender and he is ready to make his defense, but he never did because, when they knew that he was a Jew, all with one voice about the space of two hours cried out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.

Page 6
Ac 19:35 And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter? 36 Seeing then that these things cannot be spoken against, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. 37 For ye have brought hither these men, which are neither robbers of churches, nor yet blasphemers of your goddess. **** Notice God’s deliverance was not through those that would get up and have a defense like Alexander, because that is man’s way. God’s way was to quiet the people through the townclerk.
Ac 19:38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and the craftsmen which are with him, have a matter against any man, the law is open, and there are deputies: let them implead one another. This Demetrius was the noisy one. The townclerk says, if Paul had broken the law, then let Demetrius get the law on him. Ac 19:39 But if ye enquire anything concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful assembly. 

Ac 19:40 For we are in danger to be called in question for this day’s uproar, there being no cause whereby we may give an account of this concourse. 41 And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the assembly. **** Again we see God comes forth and uses the civil authority. God received the Glory. No one could get and boast and say look what I have done. God delivered Paul from this mass of people. No one, not even Alexander (man defender) could boast and say look what I have done. God delivered Paul from this mass of people and He used the civil authorities to do it. We now find such conditions in Christendom, where religious leaders profit by withholding the truth from the people. There are sheep without a shepherd. One thing I have noticed is that there a lot of churches today that say nice things. There is nothing really wrong with the words, but as you listen more, it doesn’t give God the Glory. They subtly have removed the truth or whitewashed it. The foundational message of the Gospel is missing. It is no longer, the Gospel of Christ preached and Him crucified and Him resurrected. But they are giving out methods to achieve this. 

There is only one way and it is through faith and in the Gospel presented to us in Christ. In these churches, there is no foundational teaching of Paul’s Gospel. 1Co 1:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; Ro 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.**** They have removed Christ’s magnification and replaced it with works. These various groups of people in Ephesus who opposed the Gospel are explained by Eph 6:12. And then Paul terms the raging, roaring mob in I Cor. 15:32 as beasts. 1Co 15:32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die. Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Paul was at Ephesus for three years. Ac 20:31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. At Ephesus, this was the greatest opposition which Paul had faced so far. It was filled with Spiritual warfare. 





