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Ac 20:1 And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called unto him the disciples, and embraced them, and departed for to go into Macedonia. 2 And when he had gone over those parts, and had given them much exhortation, he came into Greece, 3 And there abode three months. And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to sail into Syria, he purposed to return through Macedonia. **** Paul had left Ephesus after the uproar had ceased and he went into Macedonia and visits Philippi and Thessalonica. Then he came into Greece or Corinth.  Ac 20:4 And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.***He probably wrote the book of Galatians somewhere around this period of time.  Ga 1:2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia:*** All the brethren probably refers to these brothers mentioned here in V 4. Notice he is journeying from Ephesus and he will return to Ephesus. Also, probably the book of Romans was written from Gaius’ house here as well. Gaius was from Corinth. 

We see that in Ro 16:21 Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you. 22 I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord. 23 Gaius mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you. Erastus the chamberlain of the city saluteth you, and Quartus a brother. 24 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. *** These were people that were associated with Paul there at Corinth. Erastus may have been the treasurer of the city. Ac 20:7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight. Note this: This is the first example we have of Christians making a practice to gather together on the first day of the week for fellowship and the word of God. They probably gathered in the evening, because Sunday was a normal working day for them. Paul sensed the need to preach for a long time because he was ready to depart the next day. He knew he might never see these particular Christians again. So, he preached for around six hours to them! Ac 20:8 And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together. 

What kind of lights were these? Oil lamps! 9 And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead. Why has the Holy Spirit put this here for us? Perhaps the combination of the late hour, the heat, and perhaps the fumes from the oil lamps made the young man Eutychus fall asleep. His fall and death certainly would have put a sour note on the meeting. Paul taught for many hours and after a long day of work for most of these people, they were physically tired. Maybe Eutychus fought the sleep the best he could. Poor Eutychus, he was being gradually overcome despite his struggle to remain awake.
Yet in the end, sleep got the best of him.**** This is a beautiful picture of Paul’s ministry throughout this age. Midnight speaks of the darkest hour in the Church age. This age began at Pentecost and Paul’s message still continues; it is long-preaching. It still continues today. There were many lights in the upper chamber and how many chambers were there? There were three lofts and the lights speak of the believers in the upper chamber. 



Page 2
Compare this with the Ephesians where Paul tells us the church is seated in the heavens. Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:*** The Church’s blessing is in the heavenlies. It is seated in the upper chamber. Then in Eph 1:19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places. Christ is seated in the upper chamber in the heavenlies and that is where the Church is seated. Then Eph 2:6 And hath raised us up together, (the Church) and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:*** This is where we are seated together in the upper chamber and there are many lights in the upper chamber. Also, the time of year was the Spring time of the year. It was the feast of unleavened bread? Eutycus’ name means fortunate or well off, well-to-do. This tells us of the church’s condition. Paul’s message is going forth and the Church is seated in the heavens. The Church is fortunate, why? 

Because there is no persecution and they think, we are well off now. Eutycus fell into a deep sleep. It tells us that drowsiness sets in and the next thing he is asleep and this happened to the Church. The Church has gone to sleep concerning the Gospel. That is a result of lack of attention to their first love. This is what happened to the Church at Ephesus in Rev 2:4, 5. Then he fell from the third loft and was taken up dead. He fell from his place in the heavenlies.  And it has happened to the church the same way. In Re 2:4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. Ac 20:10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him. It is Paul’s message that would revive the slumbering Church. It is grace that embraces Eutycus and that is what the grace of God does. There is life in the church still and it is because of God’s grace. Grace alone presents us alive and well. 

Then there was much comfort to these saints because of the grace of God. Ac 20:10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in him. 11 When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a long while, even till break of day, so he departed.12 And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted. Ac 20:13 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, minding himself to go afoot. 14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. 15 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against Chios; and the next day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we came to Miletus. The meaning of these names is very interesting. Assos means approaching. Mitylene means purity. Chios means opening. Samos means sandy bluff, full of gravel. Miletus means scarlet. Note the spiritual lessons. These names mean a lot as we would take a journey with Paul. There are six points touched on with Paul’s journey from Troas to Ephesus. The first one is Assos and it means approaching or nearer. This tells us of the sinner who is brought near to God and it is grace that is on the lookout for hearts that would draw near to God. As they draw near, they took Paul on board and as we draw near, we take grace on board in our hearts. 
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Paul comes on board at Assos. Ac 20:14 And when he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. ***Mitylene means purity and it speaks of the purity of our righteousness that we have in Christ. It also talks of the flesh being shortened, in the death of our old man. We must realize that as we take on the grace of God in our lives. We come to this purity and we realize that this purity that we have is on the basis of the righteousness that we have in Christ Jesus. We must realize that we are made righteous in Christ. We also find that we have been crucified with Christ as Paul says in Gal 2:20. When we realize that then we can sail on to our next one. Ac 20:15 And we sailed thence, and came the next day over against Chios; and the next day we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we came to Miletus. **** Chios means an opening and it speaks of that opening; we find that our righteousness is in Christ and that the old flesh is shortened in the identification with Christ and the death burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We find that there is an opening in the areas of truth and spiritual riches that we have in Christ. God opens up this truth unto us. 

The next day they arrived at Samos and it seems that they do not tarry there, they just go by that. The name Samos means sandy bluff. This is not a stopping place for those that are spiritually minded. They tarried at Trogyllium and it means a whole in the ground for preserving food. We tarry there spiritually long enough to get our natural needed supply. We have our natural needs met. Then they went on to Miletus which is an island off of the coast of Asia Minor. Miletus means scarlet and cared for. It is a place for safety and plenty. We realize we have this but it is purchased by the scarlet line or the very blood of Christ. All of these and we get to Ephesus. Ac 20:16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.*** Paul really doesn’t want to stay at Ephesus, he wants to sail by. Paul stays on board ship.  Ac 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. 18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons. *** We must remember that the Church of Ephesus is the model Church. He called the elders for instruction and we also in the body of Christ should take the Apostle Paul’s instruction. 

Ac 20:18 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, 19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. ****Paul reviews his life of labor and the first point he brings to them is, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons. They had been with Paul when he fought the beasts at Ephesus in all seasons of his life.  
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There are 11 points of a true shepherd in Vs 18-35
Ac 20:18 ……, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons. They had been with Paul when he fought the beasts at Ephesus in all seasons of his life.  
Ac 20:19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 
20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house. Paul kept back nothing; everything that God gave him, he gave to the Church. He gave them and us the whole Gospel and the whole counsel of God in V 27. He kept back nothing that was profitable to the Church, but he showed them openly. Any way he could do it, he was there from house to house, publicly. Then Ac 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.*** Notice Paul’s testimony here first repentance toward God. That is first in our lives as John the Baptist taught. Then exercising faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. He was our example.Ac 20:22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:***Paul’s spirit was bound unto God’s Spirit and God’s will and he didn’t know what would befall him. 

Ac 20:23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. ** This is what awaits him at Jerusalem. Paul said, to follow Christ is a suffering way. 2Ti 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Ac 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.*** The sufferings and the bonds don’t move me nor will they deter him, so that he might finish his course with joy. Paul says in Php 4:1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. The joy he had was the ministry that he had, the saints that he ministered to. It was the love of the brethren that was motivating Paul to go on to share the love of Jesus with others. Ac 20:25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. *** He knew he would not come this way again. 26 Wherefore I take you to record this day that I am pure from the blood of all men. He was obedient to the Lord in bringing the message to the people. In Ezek 33:9 tells us of the watchman, that he if he saw a danger there and if he didn’t warn the people that their blood would be on his hands, but if warned them and they did not listen then their blood would not be upon him. Paul’s testimony was that he was freed from the blood of all men why? Because he had given them the Gospel. He told them the way. He was indeed a watchman. He was obedient to the Lord’s calling. 

The reason is in V27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. Paul has given us the whole counsel of God. Now he says this to the elders. Ac 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he (Jesus) hath purchased with his own blood. *** Take heed, it is now your responsibility, you are the elders of this Church. There are 3 ways to take heed, feed the Church of God. It is God’s Church and not the elders. He purchased it with His own blood.  Ac 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
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30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Wolves come in from the outside who pretend to be shepherds and fleece the flock. Then V30 they even come from within. Ac 20:31 Therefore watch, (be awake) and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. Paul was with them at Ephesus for three years. Ac 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.*** This is how we are to feed the sheep. The food for the sheep is the word of His grace. Why? It is Jesus the whole truth! Why? Because that is what is able to build us up and give us our inheritance. Our inheritance is to rule and reign with Christ. It is win God’s best, to grow up into Christ. 2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. What inheritance will we have if we reject this? If we are just a part of a community country club. How much of the word of His grace is preached? What are we settling for? How much of the word of His grace have we taken in? What we have laid hold of; that is the degree of our inheritance. We must lay hold of it. God has provided it for us. Are we saying to the Lord, Oh I believe you , but I am going to compromise over here. We neglect the hand of God that He is holding out to us. 

Remember what John said in Revelation when men refuse to lay hold of the light of Lord’s truth, then there is a consequence for it. In Revelation He said, I will remove thy candlestick (the light) out of his place. Re 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. We have seen that down through the ages that if men refuse to listen to the truth or the light of God’s word that God brings, then there is a removal in one way or another. Timothy was taken from them. They refused the light that he would bring. Paul warned them this would happen. The Lord Jesus has provided everything we need. For example: if Jesus hands you a cup (the light) that is full and you turn it down because you wat to be in a place that just gives you good feelings, but the word is not taught, what are you turning down. You are throwing that cup in the face of the Lord that the Lord has provided for you. It is everything you’ll ever need. Walking with the Lord like Abraham did; where he was asked him to give up things all along the journey of his life; and then he was asked to give up his everything in Isaac; 

Give up everything for the future that was promised him in this seed. In Abraham’s mind he must of felt that the future generations would be gone forever. It was in the promised seed of Isaac that all could be lost. But when Abraham gave the last thing he had to God, he gained everything that he could ever have possibly desire. The picture I would like to draw is this: Think of yourself traveling through a wasteland, dry, dusting; no water to drink ,dying of thirst. You gave up everything to walk on this journey. You are walking and walking and a voice somehow deep inside tells you to continue walking and finally after years and years of traveling through this waste howling wilderness, you come to an opening through a rock. You climb and climb and you finally get to the other side and there it is, fields and fields of fruit trees and water and every kind of thing you would ever want to eat. Today, people are making choices which are good things; some respectable things; some worthwhile causes for their families, but all the while the Lord is offering His open arms of a vast wealth. But to get it; it will cost you everything you have, but after all, Jesus and the Father gave us everything they had; but when we decide that His everything is good enough for me, I will gladly give Him my everything to Him.
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Because I know that my everything will be given back to me because My Lord’s treasure for me is beyond my comprehension. Once I turn loose of me, I will gain everything of His. That is the friend of God. Let’s compare which friend we want to be.
Do we want to be this kind of friend, in Jas 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. Or do we want to be this friend. Jas 2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Jesus said this: Joh 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Jesus did that for me! He laid down Hus life for me. I want to be His friend. How can I not freely give Him everything to gain everything He has for me; no matter the cost. Could it be after waiting twenty-five long years that God would allow me to have everything, that He desire for me, or would it take a lifetime of waiting? Or then, would it be after hope and hope again, to the highest point, that I have some reprieve to find that I have not yet arrived. Probably Abraham thought that when Isaac was born his trials were at an end; if so, he was greatly mistaken. But then if I was asked to sacrifice more for His name sake, what would be my answer to gain the cup that he has held out to me and more than that that He has for me. 

Still, what a true shepherd in Paul that we can follow. For He said follow me as I follow Christ. Paul knew he would not see them much longer, so he commends them to God. It was God that was going to keep the Church and to the word of His grace. Ac 20:33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Ac 20:34 Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. *** Paul fed himself and those that were with him with his own hands.  Ac 20:35 I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. Ac 20:36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.  37 And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him, 38 Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.

Tonight’s Comments
Key Lessons from Acts 20:
1. Encouragement is Essential in Christian Leadership – Paul consistently strengthened and encouraged believers wherever he traveled, reminding us of the power of building others up in faith.
1. God’s Word Should Be the Focus of Worship and Fellowship – The gathering in Troas illustrates that early Christians prioritized Scripture and teaching, even sacrificing sleep for it.
1. Spiritual Vigilance is Necessary – Eutychus falling asleep and nearly dying serves as a metaphor for spiritual drowsiness. Believers must remain awake and attentive to the Gospel to avoid spiritual downfall.
1. God’s Grace Revives and Sustains – Eutychus' revival represents God’s grace in restoring those who have spiritually fallen. Even when the Church faces spiritual fatigue, God's grace remains sufficient.
1. Faithfulness in Ministry Requires Sacrifice – Paul’s tireless dedication, suffering, and selflessness in preaching the Gospel show that true ministry involves personal sacrifice.
1. Watch Out for False Teachers – Paul warns that false teachers will rise both from outside and within the Church, emphasizing the need for discernment and strong biblical foundations.
1. A True Leader Serves with Humility and Integrity – Paul lived as an example of selflessness, humility, and dedication to God's work, prioritizing service over personal gain.
1. Giving is More Blessed Than Receiving – Paul reminds the elders of Jesus’ words, emphasizing generosity, selflessness, and supporting those in need.
1. The Christian Journey Involves Challenges but Also God's Guidance – Paul acknowledges that suffering and trials await him, but he remains committed to finishing his mission with joy.
Embrace God’s Call, No Matter the Cost – Paul’s farewell shows his unwavering commitment to God’s mission, even at great personal risk. Like Paul, believers should focus on fulfilling God's calling rather than seeking comfort or safety


