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Ac 23:1 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. 3 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 4 And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest? 5 Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people. Then Paul with courtesy replied, I knew not, brethren, that he was high priest; for it is written, “Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy people." The apostle no longer recognized Ananias as the high priest, because his priesthood had ended when Christ's priesthood began. Jesus Christ was the only real High Priest. They were speaking evil of Him, God's acknowledged Ruler of the people. Smiting Paul was equivalent to smiting Christ, for Paul was His representative. They brought Paul to the Sanhedrin council. There were 70 members on this council and one high priest and the total was 71. They were in charge of Jewish law but there were certain things that they could not do. The Romans would not let them put anyone to death. Execution was the Roman means, they crucified our Lord. The Jew’s means was to stone a person.  

Paul brought out his defense immediately before the council in v1. Ac 23:1 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.*** That should be our testimony also. Sometimes we are falsely accused and we must also say we have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. God is the one that is our judge. ****These Jews were the ones that had broken the law for they had smitten Paul contrary to the law. Ac 23:2 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. What did Paul mean by the whited wall? **** Jesus spoke in Mt 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.***The sepulchers is where they put their dead bodies and people would paint the walls white but inside it was filled with dead men’s bones and that is what Paul was telling this high priest that outwardly you look so righteously and pious sitting in that chair, but you are a whited wall. But inside you are filled with dead men’s bones. A whited wall covers the dirt. 

The dirt is still there. That is what the law did, it couldn’t change the inside of a man; it didn’t change his heart. So outwardly he looked clean but inwardly he was wicked. People today look at the outward things of a man and admire their righteousness and pious living. Paul knew what this priest was a whited wall. Paul told him by smiting him he broke the law. He was smitten contrary to the law. Paul knew that God no longer recognized Ananias as the high priest because God was finished with their priesthood. Their priesthood was ended when Christ begun His. We see that in Hebrews where the Aaronic priesthood is over and now Jesus is our High Priest. Heb 7:21 (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:) 22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. 23 And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: 24 But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 
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25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 27 Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 28 For the law maketh men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore. Ac 23:6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. Then a division arose between the Pharisees and Sadducees, because of Paul’s declaration of his hope of the resurrection. The Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection, though they were supposed to be orthodox Jews. 7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 

8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God. ***** It is interesting in these verses Paul brings out their natural distrust for one another in this council. There were 2 sects within this council. The first one we see is the Pharisee and the word Pharisee means, the separated. It indicates a separation from the Israelites as well as the Gentiles. They were separated from Jews and Gentiles. Christ denounced them severely in Matthew 15 because of their tradition adding to the law. They added to the law and called it an oral or a second law. Their power and influence was their popularity with the people. They were very frugal and not given over to luxury. Then the second sect is the Sadducees. They are called the righteous. The high priest belonged to this sect. They were small in numbers but they were the wealthiest. They had more influence on the Sanhedrin because of their wealth. They held to the written law as obligatory to the nation Israel. 

They rejected the oral law of the Pharisees. The Sanhedrin was a Jewish ruling council, and the Pharisees were a religious group that served in the Sanhedrin. Because of what Paul said to the Sanhedrin council which is made up of two sects. The Pharisees and the Sadducees were divided. Ac 23:6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. The center of Paul’s gospel was a resurrected Jesus. He was being judged over the matter of the resurrection of the dead. 7 And when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees’ part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God. Paul gained the Pharisees as an ally, and he let them argue it out with the Sadducees.

The Pharisees stood up for Paul because he was one them. Ac 23:9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees' part arose, and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken to him, let us not fight against God. 
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But the Sadducees, Ac 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. The Sadducees did not believe in angels or spirits but the Pharisee believed in them. So, there was a great contention that rose among them. **** We also see Jesus stood by Paul in Ac 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. He said be of good cheer. We see in the next verse why Jesus told Paul this. Paul needed those comforting words, for the enemy was plotting his death. How good and wonderful it is that the Lord knows all that men are doing. He goes before us and He is also our reward. Ac 23:12 And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. Over 40 bloodthirsty men banded together under a great curse, to eat nothing until they had slain him. 

Notices how the Sadducees and the Pharisees came against Jesus in Joh 11:47 Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation. 49 And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, 50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 51 And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 52 And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. We must note this in in Acts 23: 9 the Pharisees said  let us not fight against God. In Ro 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. *** Just because men say that they believe God does bring them into the courts of heaven. 

But it is by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, confessing that He is the one that saves men’s souls. It is not just acknowledging that God is there. With the mouth confession is made unto salvation. It is the confession of what we believe and these men did not do that at all. ****It is one thing when we preach a message and some do not agree or accept it but with Paul they did not receive his message and they wanted to stone and kill him, so no doubt he was a little discouraged. So, the Lord stood by him and encouraged him. After all he was human and was a little discouraged. The Holy Spirit directed Paul in the direction of Rome because Jesus had told him, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. It was the leading of the Holy Spirit that Paul came to Jerusalem in the first place, but how was the Holy Spirit directing Paul to Rome? It was by imprisonment. Paul you are going to go to prison. To give you a picture of the prisons that Paul was in during his time; they were filthy, dark, and poorly ventilated. They were also overcrowded, cold, and lacked basic amenities. Most cells were dark, especially the inner cells. The prisons were cold and lacked water. The prisons were smelly due to a lack of toilets. Prisoners were chained in painful leg or wrist chains. Prisoners were not given replacement clothing, even in the winter. 
Paul spent two years in prison in Caesarea at this time. This period is detailed in Acts 23:34-35, where it mentions that the Roman governor kept Paul under guard in Herod’s palace. This prison was so bad that many prisoners begged for a speedy death and others simply committed suicide. 
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Ac 23:12 And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13 And they were more than forty which had made this conspiracy. *** I wonder if they ever did starve to death. I bet that was one vow that they broke. 40 the number for testing. Israel was tested of their attitude of the Gospel. They were given the Gospel and they were tested and it showed their hardness of heart. They are without excuse. Ac 23:14 And they came to the chief priests and elders, and said, We have bound ourselves under a great curse, that we will eat nothing until we have slain Paul. *** Israel has starved themselves spiritually and they have not eaten of the Gospel that was supplied to them. They have been spiritually starving ever since. Ac 23:15 Now therefore ye with the council signify to the chief captain that he bring him down unto you tomorrow, as though ye would enquire something more perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, are ready to kill him. Though these men bound themselves by an oath to kill Paul, God stopped their plans.

****Sometimes God uses natural ways to give Paul his freedom and kept him on his course. This was as much a miracle as an earthquake in our previous study in Acts. Ac 23:16 And when Paul’s sister's son (nephew) heard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle, and told Paul. 17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto him, and said, Bring this young man unto the chief captain: for he hath a certain thing to tell him. 18 So he took him, and brought him to the chief captain, and said, Paul the prisoner called me unto him, and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, who hath something to say unto thee. 19 Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and went with him aside privately, and asked him, What is that thou hast to tell me? 20 And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire thee that thou wouldest bring down Paul tomorrow into the council, as though they would enquire somewhat of him more perfectly. 21 But do not thou yield unto them: for they lie in wait for him of them more than forty men, which have bound themselves with an oath, that they will neither eat nor drink till they have killed him: and now are they ready, looking for a promise from thee. 

Ac 23:22 So the chief captain then let the young man depart, and charged him, See thou tell no man that thou hast shewed these things to me. 23 And he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to Caesarea, and horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the third hour of the night; 24 And provide them beasts, that they may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix the governor. 25 And he wrote a letter after this manner: **** God sure took care of Paul look at all those men to protect him wow! The captain dispatched the apostle Paul by night to Caesarea by means of 200 soldiers, 200 spearmen and 70 cavalrymen. They took him directly to Felix the governor. The captain also gave a letter to him concerning Paul and the Jews’ attitude toward him. Paul was aware of the difficulties that awaited him in his service to Christ and his gospel, and was willing even to be martyred. This reminds of the verse that Paul wrote in 1Co 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. You think of all that Paul had to bear that we might have this wonder Gospel!
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****Then Claudius wrote a letter to Felix and he said that he didn’t find anything that Paul did was worthy of death. Ac 23:26 Claudius Lysias unto the most excellent governor Felix sendeth greeting. 27 This man was taken of the Jews, and should have been killed of them: then came I with an army, and rescued him, having understood that he was a Roman. 28 And when I would have known the cause wherefore, they accused him, I brought him forth into their council: 29 Whom I perceived to be accused of questions of their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy of death or of bonds. 30 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid wait for the man, I sent straightway to thee, and gave commandment to his accusers also to say before thee what they had against him. Farewell.*** This is another example of how God used the civil authorities to protect Paul. You might think that things are bad right now, but you may not even know the half of it. But Jesus knows, and he still says to us, “be of good cheer.” Why? Not because everything is fine; but because God is still on His throne, and He still holds to His promise that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose Romans 8:28. 

Note that “Be of good cheer,” is only one word in the Greek, and is used five times in the New Testament; each time by Jesus Christ. Five is the number for Grace! Wonderful Grace! They are:
Mt 9:2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.
Mt 9:22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.
Mt 14:27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.
Joh 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Ac 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. Ac 23:31 Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris. 

32  On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle:
The 200 soldiers only went as far as Antipatris because the most dangerous part of the road was only up to this point. The country was dangerous and inhabited by Jews. Antipatris was about 28 miles; it was open and flat, and unsuited for any ambush and largely inhabited by Gentiles. 33 Who, when they came to Caesarea, and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before him. 34 And when the governor had read the letter, he asked of what province he was. And when he understood that he was of Cilicia; 35 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he commanded him to be kept in Herod's judgment hall. *** Paul is now at the official residence of Herod. Again, Paul is on his way to Rome. This would be Paul’s first opportunity to speak to someone at this level of authority (the governor). This was the beginning of the fulfillment of the promise made to Paul some 20 years earlier: that he would bear the name of Jesus to kings in Acts 9:15. This city of Antipatris was built by Herod the Great, and called by this name in honor of his father, Antipater. It lay between Caesarea and Lydda, two miles inland, on the great Roman road from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 
This began a two-year period in prison for Paul in Caesarea. After that he spent at least two years in Rome. With travel time, the next five years of Paul’s life were lived in Roman custody. Paul lived many years with great freedom, and had to trust the promises of God through those years. 
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How does this relate to us? Paul also had to trust the promises of Jesus Christ in his years of little freedom. He knew and trusted that God could work just as powerfully through those more difficult circumstances. Paul received the promise of Jesus. It was promises from 20 years before, and promises recently made He received them with confident faith, allowing those promises to make a difference in how he thought and even felt. Every believer must do the same. Paul wrote in 2Co 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; He says our light affliction. How could this be a light affliction for Paul? *** Paul is speaking of this in terms of eternity. What a statement from Paul, a man who suffered such tremendous things, and then he says, which are but for a moment. These light afflictions and adversities worketh for us; we have to look upon them as our servants. They are working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Far more exceeding means a throwing beyond into a throwing beyond. 

If you throw it out there just as far as you possibly can and then into another throwing beyond. It tells of the extreme extension in so far as the work that God is doing. This means we can’t even comprehend the wealth or the vast of glory that he is talking about which is eternal. Paul did not lose one thing for it was a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. The grace that was given to the Apostle Paul in the midst of all these adversities. 2Co 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound (or super abound) to the glory of God. This abundant grace and the deliverance that God brought, might through the thanksgiving of many super abound to the glory of God.

So, what are we to focus on, if we desire these trials to work for us as servants? Things not seen, that which is eternal. 2Co 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.*** This is where Hebrews 11:1 comes in. Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. *** When we are not looking at the things that are seen we look by faith to the things that are not seen. It is so easy to look at the things that are seen; all of the adversities and troubles and trials and everything that is wrong; now we just don’t look away and ignore these things around us, but we cannot look upon them extensively. We cannot be obsessed with them. We look not at the things which are seen, but by faith we look at the things which are not seen. That means we must be obsessed with the things of faith just like what we saw in our study in Genesis of Abraham, the father of faith.

Tonight’s Comments:
Key Lessons from Acts 23
1. God’s Protection – God watches over His people, using both divine intervention and practical means to safeguard His plans.
2. Trust in God’s Promises – Even when facing trials, trust that God will fulfill His promises in His perfect timing.
3. Wisdom in Adversity – Like Paul, use discernment and wisdom to navigate difficult situations rather than reacting emotionally.
4. Trials Have Purpose – Hardships are temporary and serve a greater purpose in God’s plan (2 Corinthians 4:17-18).
5. Faith Over Fear – Jesus’ words, “Be of good cheer” (Acts 23:11), remind us to trust Him, even in challenges.
6. The Gospel Advances Through Opposition – Difficulties can be opportunities to spread God’s message.
7. God Uses Unlikely People – Even Paul’s Roman captors played a role in protecting him, showing that God works in unexpected ways.
8. Focus on Eternity – Don’t be consumed by temporary struggles; keep your eyes on God’s eternal purpose (2 Corinthians 4:18).
9. Encouragement Comes from Christ – In our lowest moments, Jesus is with us, offering strength and direction.

This chapter teaches us to trust God, remain faithful in trials, and see difficulties as part of His greater plan.










