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Ac 26:1 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth the hand, and answered for himself: 2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, because I shall answer for myself this day before thee touching all the things whereof I am accused of the Jews: 3 Especially because I know thee to be expert in all customs and questions which are among the Jews: wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. Why was Paul happy to speak before King Agrippa? Paul was pleased to preach the gospel to kings and rulers. In the auditorium in the city of Caesarea Paul spoke to Festus, Agrippa, Bernice, commanders of the Roman Legion, and all the prominent men of Caesarea in Acts 25:23. This was a tremendous opportunity, and Paul was certainly happy for that opportunity. Paul was also hoping that King Agrippa would see through these Jews and what they were trying to do. Noter this: Paul was before the man whose great-grandfather Herod the Great, had tried to kill Jesus as a baby; his grandfather had John the Baptist beheaded; his father had martyred the first apostle, James. Agrippa’s family history made him unlikely to receive Paul warmly.

Ac 26:4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews; 5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee. V4-5 Paul gives his testimony from a youth. He said he was a son of a Pharisee. Then Paul goes on in V5 how that he was a Pharisee. 
Paul was born in Tarsus, several hundred miles from Jerusalem. At a relatively young age he came to live at Jerusalem. Not only was Paul a faithful Jew, but was known as a faithful man among the Jews, living according to the strictest sect of the Pharisees. Ac 26:6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers: *** This was the reason the Jews were accusing him. What is that hope?  Ac 26:7 Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. The hope is the promise that God made unto our fathers. That hope is found in V8. Ac 26:8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead? The hope was by the resurrection of Christ. 

V8 was Paul’s question to king Agrippa because he wanted him to believe. God created all things so why would it be incredible for Him to raise the dead. This hope was given to Israel even back in Ge 3:15. Since Agrippa was an expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews, he should have understood the belief that God could raise the dead. Why should it be thought incredible that God can do anything? As Jesus said, with God all things are possible in Matt 19:26. Yet it should be especially easy for Agrippa to believe that God raises the dead. There are many clear statements in the Old Testament such as Job 19:25 For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 26 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: 27 Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed within me.  
Ac 26:9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 

10 Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them. 
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11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. *** This is the third account of his conversion. He tells him of the zeal he had for the Jewish religion in V9, 10 and 11. Before his conversion, Paul believed he must persecute the followers of Jesus. Some he imprisoned (shut up in prison), some he killed (they were put to death), and some he forced to renounce Jesus (coerced them to blaspheme). Paul later speaks of the great regret he had over his prior life as a persecutor in 1Co 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. And then in 1Ti 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Maybe the fact that he forced them to blaspheme weighed especially on his conscience. 

Paul gave his voice against them: This implies that Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin, having a vote against Christians who were tried before the Sanhedrin such as Stephen was in Acts 7. We don’t know this for sure but history says that if Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin, it also means that at that time he was married, because it was a requirement for all members of the Sanhedrin. Since as a Christian, he was single and he wrote in 1Co 7:7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. 8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. 9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. History says that it may mean that Paul’s wife either died or deserted him when he became a Christian. We just don’t know these things. Ac 26:12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests,**** Paul starts his testimony to Agrippa of his conversion. Ac 26:13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. *** This Christ who is brighter than the sun at noon day.

Ac 26:14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.
 16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, (V18, was his mission) 18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. This is Paul’s fullest account yet of his experience on the road to Damascus. He first noted that he went on his mission of hate and persecution with the authority and commission of the same religious leaders who now accused him. Paul saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun: Paul literally saw the light before he saw the light spiritually. Paul went to Damascus supremely confident that he was right; it took a light brighter than the midday sun to show him he was wrong.

I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting: These words changed Paul’s world. He immediately understood that Jesus was alive, not dead. He understood that Jesus reigned in glory instead of being damned in shame. 
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He realized that in persecuting the followers of Jesus he persecuted Jesus, and in persecuting Jesus he fought against the God of his fathers. Jesus appeared to Paul for a purpose: The religious leaders sent Paul to Damascus for a purpose, with authority and commission. Now he must choose another purpose, the purpose of Jesus. The purpose was to make Paul a minister and a witness. Paul was commissioned to be a minister, which means he was to be a servant of the things which he had seen, and of the things which Jesus would yet reveal to him. The commission of the Christian is not to make the message or our testimony serve us; we are called to serve the message. It was to make Paul a minister and a witness: Paul was also called to be a witness of those things of Christ. The commission of the Christian is not to create an experience or create the message, but to witness the message of Christ and experience the message within our life. He sent Paul to open their eyes and our eyes: Jesus described the work Paul would do. 

At that moment on the road to Damascus, Paul was blinded by the great light from heaven. His eyes were not yet opened physically, but Jesus was going to send him to open the eyes of others, both Jews and Gentiles. Jesus then told Paul of four results that would come from the opening of the eyes: Paul and we would be turned from darkness to light. Then we and Paul were turned from the power of Satan to God. Then to receive forgiveness of sins. And then to receive an inheritance among God’s people. Then Jesus told Paul it would be those who are sanctified by faith in Christ: This was how Jesus described His followers, His people, we, His family. We are sanctified (set apart from sin and self), and we are sanctified by faith in Jesus (not by works or spiritual achievement, but by our connection of love and trust in Jesus). Imagine Paul speaking these things to King Agrippa. The auditorium where Paul spoke was filled with important people and dignitaries, but Paul speaking these words with special attention and focus towards Agrippa. This was an invitation to Agrippa to become one of those who are sanctified by faith in Jesus. His eyes could be opened just as Paul’s were on the road to Damascus. But he refuses.

Ac 26:19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. *** Paul lists some of the places that he carried the Gospel. He was obedient to the ministry that Christ had called him to. Pasul was sent to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. This is what Paul’s ministry was.  Ac 26:21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me. The reason for the persecution was because he was obedient to what Christ had called him to do and it stirred up the Jews that they wanted to kill him. They were jealous and did not want Paul to be noticed or followed by the people. Ac 26:22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: ****Paul gives God the glory. He obtained help of God. He gives all the praise unto God for himself being obedient to this vision. God enabled Paul to continue witnessing and so forth. 

Paul received help from God. This help wasn’t to release him from prison; it was the help from God that He gave him the opportunity and ability to speak to small and great about who Jesus is and what Jesus had done. 
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Paul was more interested in telling people about Jesus than in his personal freedom. He was saying that the gospel agrees with the whole council of God. There is nothing in Paul’s gospel that does not agree with the Old Testament Covenant. Ac 26:23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. These were the three main points to Paul’s preaching: Jesus’ death, His resurrection, and the preaching of this good news to the whole world, without respect to either Jew or Gentile. 24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. **** Refer to Ho 6:1-3; Dan 12:2; Job 19:25-27; Ps 16:9-11 that all through these scriptures, the resurrection was foretold. Festus was under much conviction. Then the next verse is Paul’s answer. What we see here is that Festus rejected the resurrection. Ac 26:25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.  26 For the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from him; for this thing was not done in a corner. 

*** Festus lived during the time of Christ, so it was not hid in the corner, and the resurrection was talked about, but many hearts rejected it. 1Co 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. Ac 26:27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. Paul knew that king Agrippa knew and believed the prophets of the Old Testament. ***Paul also knew that King Agrippa was really under conviction. So, we have the answer in V 28. Ac 26:28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. **** Here we see that King Agrippa was convicted in His heart yet not saved why? Because of unbelief concerning Christ and His resurrection. He would not receive Christ. He rejected Christ and His resurrection. The Holy Spirit was there. Almost will not get it.  Ac 26:29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds.*** Paul was wanting him and all men to believe like he did to have that same revelation knowledge that they too could be a child of God, born again. 

Then except these bonds means he was under persecution. Ac 26:30 And when he had thus spoken, the king rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and they that sat with them: 31 And when they were gone aside, they talked between themselves, saying, This man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. 32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar. He has not done anything worthy of death or even to be in prison. Then was Paul too hasty in appealing unto Caesar?  Do you think if Paul would have kept his mouth shut God would have set him free? Paul was obedient unto Christ and God kept him safe all the way to Rome from the Jews that wanted to kill him. Paul was in God’s perfect will.  This was a righteous act on Paul’s part being obedient unto God and God kept him safe.

The Apostle Paul had no human attorney. All those days of severe trial, over two weary years, he had to plead his just cause himself. Who could do it more effectively than he? He was filled with the Holy Spirit, and the truth, strengthened by the Lord’s presence. He was encouraged by the need of the people for the Gospel, and pulled on by the same eternal reward which comforted Jesus. For Paul wrote these words:
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Who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Hebrews 12:2). Paul showed that even though he was in chains, he had more freedom in Jesus than any of the royalty listening had. They could not accept the fact that Christ was resurrected. The cause of Paul’s persecution by the Jews was because of the hope of the promise made by God unto our fathers. Why did the Holy Spirit place this chapter here and all these things that happened to Paul? There is one scripture that really sticks out to me. Ac 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. Paul wanted those folks and us to receive an inheritance. Paul said in Ac 20:32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.***What is Paul describing in this verse? It is the food that we need to grow. This word of God will build us up to receive this inheritance. 

That is the only thing that will prepare us to have the full inheritance that He has promised us. That is to win Christ as my bridegroom. This is how we feed sheep. The food for sheep is the word of His grace. Why? Because that is able to build up and will give us this our inheritance. How much of the word of His grace have we taken in. What we have laid hold of here is to the degree of our inheritance. We must lay hold of it. Will we just be a palm waver or do we want to be in the closest place with Jesus to rule and reign with Him. It seemed that everywhere Paul went he knew he would not see them much longer, so he commends them to God. It was God who was going to keep the Church and it would be by the word of His grace. Why has the enemy fought so hard against the Church to have the word of His Grace. Paul wrote in  Ro 16:18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. Who is behind this verse manipulating men to give fair speeches. It is the enemy himself. Then Paul said in 2Th 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. 

This verse and others are antichrist. The enemy is behind men manipulating them like puppets to keep God’s people from their inheritance. It does not matter if the man is well dressed or shedding tears to pull on the emotions of people. If it does not align with scripture, it will take you away from God’s best. The enemy does not want us to have the inheritance to win Christ. Did Paul mean when the Holy Spirit led him to write Ga 1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. Then I repeat our verse in Acts 26:18 To open their (our) eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, (my prayer is Lord turn the Church from darkness; they are not receiving the full Light) and from the power of Satan unto God, (this is why, the power of Satan is deceiving many) that they may receive forgiveness of sins, (Satan has deceived so many they don’t even know what sin is; we see that in the world that is around us; men do not know they are men and women are the same; this is inside the Church) and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 
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(If we are to receive the inheritance that Paul and the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit has brought before us, in their work through the Gospel, we must be sanctified; set apart by how? By faith and faith comes by hearing and hearing of the word of God. Paul wants us to receive an inheritance. What does it mean to be set apart? Ps 4:3 But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him. Paul said we must be separated unto God; set apart; sanctified! Paul warns us again in 2Co 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. The enemy has turned the temple of God into idols! Then Paul says; 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. Paul wants us to have an inheritance. All through these studies in Acts after Paul’s conversion, Paul walked alone. Although the Lord was always with Him, Paul as a representative of the Gospel; He walked alone outside the camp. Will that be any different for the full overcomers. For us the Lord has seen fit to allow us a few companions of like faith to walk together, praise God! But for Paul He walked alone. 

Why did Paul write: 2Ti 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. Did Paul just write that to Timothy? Or is it for us. Paul did not want us to be robbed from our inheritance to have God’s best. Paul said 2Ti 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. This crown is the reward that Paul saw: Reward for what? It was for his diligence in the Gospel. 

He had to fight the enemy on all sides within and without. Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: He finished his course as a full overcomer. 1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. Php 3:14 I (Paul) press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. He kept the faith. Ro 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. Henceforth (going forward) there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, (it is laid up for me, I don’t have it yet but it is as good as mine) which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. What is it for us that love His appearing. This means living a life dedicated to righteousness and holiness, actively preparing for his return, and prioritizing his will above all else, with the “cost” being the commitment to live a life that aligns with a constant focus on spiritual growth; it is not a monetary cost, but a commitment to live a life dedicated to Christ. The purpose is to be built up. The word of His grace is able to build up and will give us our inheritance. What is the inheritance? It is to rule and reign with Christ! 
Page 7
It is to win God’s best, to grow up into Christ.  We all have an inheritance but not all inheritance will be the same. We have a down payment that we have received when we were born again. Eph 1:14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. *** We have received the righteous life of Christ. The redemption of the purchased possession.  That is, till the time when get our glorified body. We have a present inheritance as children of God right now. It is all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies. Remember Israel in Nu 32:5 Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan. They wanted to stay on the wilderness side. Only Joshua and Caleb wanted to possess it. So, Israel stopped short of Canaan. They wanted the wilderness side as opposed to the fruitful portion that God had given to Abraham and to his seed. Sometimes today, people will look on the “convenient way” as the will of God. It reminds us of Lot, who beheld the plain of Jordan and decided that it looked just like the garden of the Lord (Gen. 13:10). 

They see all the provisions in Canaan but they stay on the wilderness side and never enter into the land to practically acquire them. They do not let the Word of God dictate their decision. This tells of Christians who have a measure of spirituality and enjoy a certain amount of spiritual inheritance, but they do not enjoy God’s full provision and purpose for them because they do not make them practical by the word of God. There were two and a half tribes that did not want to go into the land of Canaan. Think how terrible that was, but today there are more than that who do not want to lay hold of their place in the heavens because they have listened to other messages which tell them they will be alright just to remain where they are at. They say you don’t have to overcome; you don’t have to do anything; it has all been provided. These 2 ½ tribes did not want to go into the land of Canaan because they liked what they saw in the wilderness. They wanted to have their inheritance there in the wilderness. They were Rueben, Gad and the ½ tribe of Manasseh. These are the ones that are satisfied with earthly blessings. They never do appropriate their wealth in Christ. Sad to say, many today have their vision filled with only natural treasure and blessing from the Lord. 

Their lives are ofttimes too filled with their many battles, but the end result will be only a temporal inheritance. They are content to remain in the wilderness side of Jordan and inherit there. They do not appreciate or practically lay hold of the spiritual riches that we have in Christ in the heavenlies. God gave them a decree here and said alright you can inherit on this side of the Jordan in the wilderness, but there is one thing that you must do. You must go forth to battle and you must help all the children of Israel to lay hold of their inheritance and fight the battles (practical) and after everyone is settled, then you can come back to your own inheritance. They agreed. Nu 32:17 But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of the inhabitants of the land. **** Here is the important thing for us to realize. These people had the same battles that those of Israel that went into the land of Canaan, but they did not receive the benefit of it. If we choose to remain on the wilderness side, don’t think we are exempt from the battle. We will go through the battles and it will not be a bed of roses.
Peter said in 1Pe 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you. ****The only way that our inheritance is incorruptible is in the new creation. 
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If it was in the flesh, it would be corruptible, but it is not. It is only the new creation that is incorruptible and undefiled. This is only possible in the new creation. It is not possible for the flesh. Then it fades not away. It means that it is perpetual, continuous, or eternal life. Then it is reserved in heaven for you. For all those that take hold of the new creation life, it is reserved for us. As Paul said in our text; let us open our eyes by this Gospel, and to turn from darkness to the light of His truth, and turn from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins as we fight within and without the good fight of faith and receive the inheritance among them which are sanctified and set apart by faith that is in me. So, we must know these things, reckon it so, and yield to the word of God that the Holy Spirit’s working in our lives to grow us up into the mature sons of God in these last days.





