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In Chapter 28 we see the final revival foreshadowed which probably began in the early 1900. Ac 28:1 And when they escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita. 2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. It was now in the month of October.  *** Melita means refuge and affording honey and cared for. It speaks of our bitter experiences in God’s will.  Every time we have a bitter experience, it is followed by the sweetness of God’s word. God just doesn’t lead us into bitterness; it is always followed by the sweetness of His word. This is about January or February 60AD when they came to Melita (Modern day Malta). They got there by swimming on broken pieces of the ship. That rain speaks of revival. It speaks of God’s grace and Pentecost at the close of the Church age and it pictures what began in the early 1900’s. Ac 28:2 And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.*** They received Paul and those with him and that is true of the Gospel as it begins to go out, the Gentiles received it gladly. The cold speaks of the circumstances in our lives and the rain speaks of the Holy Spirit. 

Melita (modern Malta) The island of Melita was originally a Phoenician colony; it is about 20 miles long, about 10-12 miles wide and about 60 miles in circumference. It is located about 60 miles from the coast of Sicily. The word Melita is of Canaanite origin and for many storm-battered ships, it was a true refuge on more than one occasion. It was known for producing large quantities of honey, and is supposed to have been called Melita from the Greek word signifying honey. The island is an immense rock of white soft freestone or limestone, with a covering of earth about one foot in depth. It produces cotton, excellent fruits, and fine honey; it had excellent harbors on the Eastern and Western shores. The Phaeacians were probably the first inhabitants of this island: they were expelled by the by the Greeks; the Greeks by the Carthaginians; the Carthaginians by the Romans, who possessed it in the time of the Apostle Paul. Think about V3 how the Holy Spirit put this here. The Apostle Paul gathered wood for the fire, even though there were probably many among the 276 passengers and crew which could have done that. Paul’s servant heart was always evident. So, why did Paul do that? Again, he represents the Gospel. 

Ac 28:3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 4 And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live.  These people thought Paul to be a murderer. People often draw the wrong conclusion, and suppose that suffering is to be traced to some particular crime. They regard it as a direct judgment from heaven. Jesus refuted this line of reasoning in Joh 9:1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?  3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. When certain trials come, we are not to direct judgments for sin; though in some cases they may be. In the case of the drunkard, the gambler, and the drug user, we know that the loss of property, health, and reputation is the direct result of specific sins. 
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5 And he (Paul) shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. Paul didn’t let it bother him. He didn’t scream, Why? Or I can’t take any more of this! or Can’t You see I’m serving You? Paul didn’t look at those sitting by the fire and say; you should have gathered wood instead of me. Note the active spirit of the Apostle Paul pictured as the Gospel. Whatever was to be done, if he were able to take part in it, he never hesitated to get involved, whether it was in consoling about a difficulty, in comforting under danger, or helping by bodily labor to relieve the general distress. Again, this is what the Gospel does for us. Remember, he is probably just as wet, exhausted, sore and cold as everyone else. ***These bundle of sticks that Paul gathered represent humanity. Paul’s Gospel goes out and gathers sticks and in 1Co 3:13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. Here is that word work again. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

Then Paul tells us in 2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. *** This is not simply working for Him as being a slave or a servant but working with Him as a co-laborer. We are partners as it were with God. We beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. This happens because people do not take advantage of what they have in Christ. They don’t come into the provision, and they don’t come into the glories of the grace of God and these wonderful provisions that Christ has provided for us on Calvary. He gave Himself for us and provided His righteousness. People can come into salvation and lay hold of being saved, but there so much more grace to the grace of God than just the grace of being born again and being filled with the Holy Spirit and being healed. The depths of the grace of God can be left untouched. We will never exhaust the riches of Divine grace. But we must lay hold of what God holds out to us. If we do not walk in these wonderful ways of grace than it is just in vain. There is an emptiness there. What is the key? Walk in them. Be diligent to pursue them. 

Being diligent means effort and staying focused on our goal. What is our goal? First it is to finish our racecourse and to press toward mark to win Christ. We will face many difficulties in this life and it will take diligence to stay in the fight of faith. Then Peter says, 1Pe 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial, which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you. *** These sticks are us and we have been gathered in and we are placed on a fire. This is what the Gospel does and the first thing we begin to understand is that these fiery trials affect us. The barbarians saw this viper that came out of the heat which speaks to us of Satan or that satanic opposition. We see that Gospel repels it. Mr 16:18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.*** This doesn’t mean that we are to go around handling snakes, but we see the power over the serpent. These are the signs that follow. These Barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer.*** This reminds us of Job’s friends, they said Job had committed some grievous sin and this was why he was in such a trial. Sometimes people think that of us or we may think that of ourselves but it isn’t that, but it is a purifying fire or a refining fire. What catches their eye is when Paul shook the beast off. 
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Notice in Ac 28:6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a god. The people had seen cases of viper-bite before, and they knew what was going to happen. This does catch the eyes of the barbarians and it catches all eyes when people see the results of the Gospel in our lives. People see the trials in our lives and they will watch how we are overcoming it. When we see others’ lives that are in a great trial and then we see no harm come to them that speaks volumes. It is the Gospel of grace that can do that for us. Satan has no power over us in the fire, we have shaken him off and Christ is with us. Ac 28:6 Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. They said no doubt this man is a murderer…yet justice does not allow him to live: V6 is the power of God’s witness to the world. The natives were convinced that justice had finally caught up with this prisoner. Justice is actually a reference to the Greek goddess of justice, Dikee. The natives, knowing Paul was a prisoner, assumed he committed a great crime, and the goddess of justice would not permit Paul to escape unpunished. 

Before this, they took him to be a murderer, and now they think he is a god, which was a common reaction by the Gentiles, when anything extraordinary was performed. Here they saw Paul bitten by a viper, but he went on about his business as if nothing had happened. If you remember that Paul had been taken for a god at Lystra. They took Paul for Mercury, and Barnabas for Jupiter when the apostle cured the cripple of Acts 14:11. Then later on in the same place Paul was stoned by the Jews. Now we have the opposite reaction. Paul is neither a murderer nor a god. Instead of being drowned or poisoned by “justice,” Paul had actually been protected from both by Jesus Christ.  Ac 28:7  In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us three days courteously. In the same quarters means in that place, or that part of the island which is near the place where the shipwreck occurred. They discovered they were close by lands belonging to the leading man of the island. Possessions is used here to refer to his property, lands, his place of residence. *** Publius means popular. He was probably a Roman magistrate stationed there. Publius treated them as guests for three days. 

This was until arrangements could be made for a more permanent dwelling-place. Since they must remain on the island through the stormy weather of winter before they could start out again, it would be necessary to provide them with their own housing. 8 And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him. 9 So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and were healed: 10 Who also honored us with many honors; and when we departed, they laded us with such things as were necessary. Imagine, feeding and clothing 276 people. They had given them many presents before, and now they laded us. They furnished us with things that were necessary for our journey. They supplied us with all we needed, including food and clothing. The bounty must have been large if we consider the number of those (276) for whom it was given. But Publius would set the example, and others were not slow to follow it. Yet, nothing is said about any of these people obeying the Gospel. It could be though that once in Rome, Paul would get the message out that someone needed to go to Melita and preach. 
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We do know that it’s very likely that many of them were converted under the Apostle Paul's ministry. It would be hard to believe that the Apostle Paul would be on this island for three months, as he was, and fail to preach the Gospel to these people. His preaching was always met with some success. The great respect shown him at his departure seems to confirm this; though we have no account of any church, or churches, or preachers of the word in this place, in history. I did find that in the sixth century, history mentions a bishop of the island of Melita. Note: Publius, though ignorant of it, entertained an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ among those strangers. The Lord turned the bonds of Paul to glory; he stayed for three months, and many were healed and converted to the Lord. Jesus Christ was with the Apostle Paul. Publius’ father and the people received all the blessings for their hospitality in healing of sicknesses and diseases. Note also Luke was a physician; yet we do not find him taking a part in these cures. As a medical person, he might have been of use to the father of Publius; but he is not even consulted. Ac 28:11 And after three months we departed in a ship of Alexandria, which had wintered in the isle, whose sign was Castor and Pollux. 

**** It does seem strange to get on another ship of Alexandria because the last one ended up in shipwreck. Alexandria is a city in Egypt and it means man defender. It speaks of those that defend humanity. It is a ship out of Egypt. It tells us of the Pentecostals that became denominations and organizations. They had organized the church. The Gospel (Paul) is now on this ship. Castor (and Pollux): Jupiter’s twins; Pollux: Jupiter’s young men. This might speak of the evil spirits that are on board this ship. When man puts his trust in man instead of the Gospel, who are they leaning on to guide them? Evil spirits. Ac 28:12 And landing at Syracuse, we tarried there three days. Syracuse means an exalted hearing. They are three days which tells us that they are on resurrection ground. Ac 28:13 And from thence we fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium: and after one day the south wind blew, and we came the next day to Puteoli:*** They fetched a compass which simply means they sailed around to Rhrgium and this south wind and it lands them at Puteoli. This south wind is a little different because it brings them to Puteoli which means abounding in wells or mineral springs. It speaks of the living water. 

So, we see that the Gospel brings us here to these abounding wells. These south winds brought them to the living water. Song 4:16 Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits. Ac 28:14 Where we found brethren and were desired to tarry with them seven days: and so, we went toward Rome. ***This is the only time that we see here that Paul found brethren at Puteoli. In prophesy it tells us that we are getting to the end of the Church age. We are getting close to Rome to those who are running the race speaks of the throne room or to the throne of God. Rome means strength. Ac 28:15 And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to meet us as far as Appii forum, and The three taverns: whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took courage. **** Appii forum - The Christian brethren in Rome went out along the Appian Road to welcome the Apostle Paul upon hearing of his arrival at Puteoli. Appii Forum was the usual resting-place for travelers at the end of the first day's journey from Rome. It is mentioned also as a halting place in the account of Paul’s journey to Rome. 
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**** Paul was a prisoner, but they did not despise his chain; he was a Christian about to answer for his life. By no means could Paul be more effectually cheered than by a realization of God's care for him. If God be for us, who can be against us? Appii forum means persuasive market or I shall be nourished. It tells of the last of this age of those of the house of Israel that are looking for or the persuasive market speaking of those that could go and buy and sell goods. It speaks of those that are willing to minister to the Gospel and I shall be nourished tells us of those Hebrews looking to God to nourish them with the Gospel and to have that expectancy of the Christ. Ac 28:16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him.** They delivered Paul and the prisoners that sailed with Paul. The arrival at Rome is a type of Translation. Paul’s message begins to go out to the Jew. He speaks this message to his countrymen in Rome; This is a foreshadow of the Gospel beginning to go forth during the next age. Ac 28:17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in me. *** He committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet he was delivered prisoner. Ac 28:18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no cause of death in me.**** Again the Roman government all through this Church age, Paul’s Gospel has been declared innocent. Even most of the Church today don’t believe Paul’s Gospel is for the Church. They are stuck to the four gospels. Ac 28:19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of. Paul did not accuse his nation (Israel), but he was constrained to appeal unto Caesar. 
Note: At the time of translation, the ship will be Shipwreck. It will be destroyed. The Church System will be destroyed. Paul's purpose in desiring to go to Rome. Romans 1:11-12 It was to establish the saints there. Ac 28:20 For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. *** It was for the hope of Israel that Paul was bound with this chain. That hope was for Israel to be justified before God by the resurrection of Christ.

Ac 28:21 And they said unto him, We neither received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that everywhere it is spoken against.*** We can see a little of Israel’s heart down through the age. They really don’t understand the Gospel. All they know is that it is spoken against. Although this is about Israel, it reminds us of the Catholic Church. They don’t want anyone but the priest to preach. They kept it from the people. Ac 28:23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.*** This is a picture that all during the next age or the kingdom age. Paul testifies of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. Paul’s message was the Gospel of Grace and now it is the Kingdom of God which will be given out during the millennial reign. It will be the Gospel of God’s grace going out to the Jews during the 1,000 years from morning till evening.  
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Ac 28:24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. **** It will be that way during the millennial reign. Man will not be deceived, yet men will not believe and some will reject Christ. Men will not be deceived, but we will see the hardness of hearts.  Ac 28:25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers. That one word had to be Gentiles spoken. V26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. *****People are responsible for what they hear. This verse was taken from Isa 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. *** we hear a lot of sounds but we do not listen to everyone. ***** God is sent unto the Gentiles. Ac 28:28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

Ac 28:29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great reasoning among themselves. 30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. Paul was in bonds at this time under house arrest. It tells us of the Church age where the Gospel is in bonds or Paul. Paul is in bonds but yet is given freedom. The Gospel goes forth. All that go to Paul and his Gospel will be received. Paul ministered to the Jews first. It pictures the gospel of God’s grace going to the Jew after the rapture of the Church. Paul testifies to the Jews of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. Paul’s message was the Gospel and now it is the Kingdom of God which will be given out during the millennial reign. There is no benediction or no ending in Acts because the book of Acts is still going on today. The Acts of the Apostles is still being written in our lives today. 

Tonight’s Comments
Key Lessons from Acts 28:
1. Trials refine us, not define us.
1. Paul’s resilience shows that hardships are opportunities for faith to grow.
1. Faith overcomes opposition.
1. The viper couldn’t harm Paul—believers must shake off attacks and trust God’s protection.
1. God’s power is displayed in how we respond to suffering.
1. People watch how we handle trials; our endurance can become a testimony.
1. The Gospel is for all people.
1. Paul’s journey signifies the transition from the Jewish focus to a worldwide mission.
1. Be a servant, not just a leader.
1. Paul gathering sticks reminds us that humility and service matter in God’s Kingdom.
1. Healing and miracles are opportunities, but faith is the real goal.
1. Despite miracles, salvation is not automatic—faith must be personal.
1. The Acts of the Apostles continues today.
1. The Gospel’s work is ongoing, and each believer is part of God’s mission.

