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Acts 4:1-3 And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, 2 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they laid hands on them and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide. The apostles constantly tried to make Israel see Jesus was the Son of God whom the Jews had just crucified. Those Spirit filled apostles proved that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Jews own Scriptures. They refused the Holy Spirit’s effort to show them God’s grace. They were caught up in their legality with hated poison towards anything to do with Christ.

There were three main sects in Israel, Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes. The Pharisees were wealthy and the Sadducees were the fewer in number and had most of the ruling seats of the Sanhedrin council. There were 70 members of the Sanhedrin council and one high priest. This goes back to David’s day when he chose 70 elders. So, there were 71 members on this Sanhedrin council. The Sadducees were the strongest politically on the Sanhedrin council. The high priest was usually from this sect.

The Sadducees bitterly stirred against the disciples when they preached through Christ the resurrection of the dead. They did not believe in the resurrection; also, they were jealous because they were the religious leaders of that day. The Sadducees denied the resurrection of Christ. They denied personal immortality, future judgment and the existence of angels or spirits. They held the freedom of their own wills to even reject divine wisdom. They rejected God doing anything at all. They denied all of these things. 

During the time of Jesus, the Sadducees were the political elite of Palestine. The primary distinction between Pharisees and Sadducees was their disagreement about the resurrection of the dead and an afterlife. Sadducees were upper-class wealthy men mostly from Jerusalem who made up the Jewish upper classes. Pharisees came from all economic classes. Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead and an afterlife. The Sadducees did not believe in either of these. The Pharisees believed in a realm of spirit and angels. The Sadducees did not. The New Testament does not mention the Essenes group of the Jews. According to history, the Essenes were a Jewish sect somewhat resembling the Pharisees. They lived lives of ritual purity and separation. They originated about 100 B.C. and disappeared from history after the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. The Essenes did not recognize Jesus as Messiah.

Acts 4:4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and the number of the men was about five thousand. 5 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes, 6 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. Rapid growth is taking place from the efforts of the apostles and others of the Jerusalem church, NOW NUMBERING 5,000 men. The Gospel message is growing. The message preached included the most amazing good news ever heard. 1- Jesus of Nazareth had conquered death. 2- He had arisen from the grave! 3- This DID NOT fit into the theology of the Sadducees. 4- It was not a message they wanted to hear. Instead of listening to the message, these Sadducees tried to silence the preachers. Persecution never hinders God’s word. It can never hinder the new creation.
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These groups of the Jews were filled with mockery, and indignation therefore crucifying to themselves Christ afresh. Acts 4:7 And when they (Jews) had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? What a great question! The Apostles desired that this very question be asked of them. They knew they had the HIGHEST authority available for the message they were proclaiming. 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole. Now Peter answers their question by what power, or in what name, they had done this They realized this wonderful miracle that had happened, and they could not deny; but they did not wish to receive it as Divine.

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them ... Acts 4: 10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. What a complete and convincing reply! Their critical question gave the apostle the opportunity to emphasize the NAME, which is above every name. The word “name,” refers to Jesus. It occurs seven times in this chapter. That is very significant. Peter wanted everyone everywhere to know by what authority he was preaching the message he preached!

Remember in Matthew 1:21 the angel said to Joseph in a dream, Thou shalt call His Name Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins. From His birth, the Jews hated His name. The Stone which the Jews rejected; God made the Head of the corner. Note these wonderful words: Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. He is further telling them that their ministry is over. It is only by Christ Jesus. It is not by all their rituals and sacrifices and work in the temple. The priesthood is now given to our High Priest Jesus Christ whom they had crucified.

Why did the apostles from the beginning urge the people to be baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38). We read throughout this book that the people were baptized in Jesus name, and in no other name. Not once is it written that anyone was baptized in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. God hath made Him both Lord and Christ (Anointed), this Jesus whom ye crucified. The God of our fathers hath glorified His Son Jesus. Moses wrote of Him, saying, Him shall ye hear in all things. Believers were added to the Lord, and to Him only. Him did God exalt with His right hand, a Prince, and a Savior (Acts 2:37; 3:13, 22; 5:14, 31). Everything is done in Jesus’ name.

Matthew 28:19 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: This scripture will be observed when the Lord returns with the Church, His Body, of which He is the Scriptural Head. He will then be given all rule and authority by His Father and will reign one thousand years. Really, they who baptize in the Name of the Trinity, pull the millennial age into this Church Age, which robs Jesus Christ of the exalted and honored place which the Father gave Him as the Head of the Church. 


Page 3
Compare these scriptures about the name of Jesus.
Colossians 3:17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. And Col 3:23. And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; I Corinthians 1:10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

1Cor 1:13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 1Cor 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ; 1Cor 6:11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.; Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; All in the mighty power of the Name of Jesus. 

The Sanhedrin actually helped to confirm the resurrection! Acts 4:13 Now when they (Sanhedrin) saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.14 And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves. **** They did NOT deny the resurrection of Jesus. Now Peter had just preached the resurrection and they heard it. Why did they not deny it? 

They would have lost all credibility because many had seen the resurrected Jesus. They could not deny the resurrection. They could not deny the miracle that had happened before all of these witnesses when the Lord through the apostles healed the lame man. The ONLY thing they could do was to do what they did. THEY CONFERRED AMONG THEMSELVES. Can anyone believe that those unbelievers (Sanhedrin) would not have denied the resurrection if there had been any rational basis for doing so. And so, here is one of the places we can turn in the Bible and find support for the FACT OF the resurrection of Jesus Christ, courtesy of the Sanhedrin!

Even theses rulers themselves could not deny that there had been a miracle of lame man being healed. But if they agreed that this was a good deed they would have to admit that they crucified the Messiah. They had so much religious pride. They were caught between a rock and hard place. The problem was by accepting this healing, they would be guilty of not accepting the Messiah when He came. Because they would have to admit that they crucified the Messiah. To admit this, it would have made them liars.

It was not the deed of healing this man, but that it was done in Jesus’ name and that angered them. When they asked the question of Ac 4:7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? This was another opportunity for Peter to preach another sermon. Remember that by asking these questions they led to more sermons preached. They were a spring board for Peter to come out with a message. 
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Religious leaders can be the bitterest enemies of the truth. They think they are builders, but they are not. Heb 4:6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: Heb 10:26 For if we( any human) sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, The way of grace they know and how to get saved, but they rejected it. They knew but sinned willfully which means rejector. The unsaved Jew rejected Christ. There is no other sacrifice than what Jesus did upon the cross by taking our sin upon Himself. 

Ac 4:11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Quoted from Ps 118:22 ****They rejected Christ, who now was the Head of the Church. Peter is saying you religious leaders and the high priest, they were the builders, the craftsman, the engineers, they should have known this precious Stone. It was the builders that should have known, not the ordinary people, but these religious leaders should have recognized this stone. In other words, it had no value to them at all. They did not value it. Any craftsman would know how valuable this Stone was. They should have seen that this was a precious Stone, the Chief Corner Stone; they were craftsman, but they were blind. This Stone that they rejected God has made it the very Chief Corner Stone of the Church. Ps 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.

Ac 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. 14 And beholding the man which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. **** They have been with Jesus. These disciples were unlearned men. They made an impression upon these educated (Sanhedrin) of Israel. I want to encourage everyone here tonight. You may think what you have been hearing is so much or you still don’t quite understand. Stick with it; you are learning. Isaiah 28:10 10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little

This wisdom came from the Holy Spirit. It did now come from their own knowledge or their language or intellect or anything of themselves. They did take knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. Stick with Jesus, He will show you these things. It is by the Holy Spirit this wisdom came and it will come the same way to you. Jesus said in Mt 10:19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. Peter did not prepare a case to convince them of anything, the Holy Spirit led Him. He testified of Jesus Christ.

Paul said in 1Co 2:1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  1Co 2:4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: These verses of the Apostle Paul (1Co 2: 1- 6) describe how Peter went about this.
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This boldness was in the power of the Holy Spirit. They realized that this wisdom came from the Holy Spirit. It did now come from their own knowledge or their language or intellect or anything of themselves. Even though they told Peter and John not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus, Ac 4:19 But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. They were not going to go against God. The Holy Spirit was doing the work in the people of God. Ac 4:20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. *****They were to preach the truth. Their message was worth dying for. That is basically what is being said here by the apostles. 

They are commanded not to speak any longer in the name of Jesus. This was an open and dangerous defiance of the power of the Jewish authorities. But the apostles were saying they would not be able to live with themselves if they disobeyed the Lord in order to obey the Sanhedrin. The apostles were NOT willing to be silent and obey such a command. They spoke in such a manner as to be distinctly understood. The apostles had no such problem speaking plainly and boldly and at whatever the cost!

What did the apostles do when they got back among their own company? They prayed for more boldness to speak the word in Jesus’ name. Ac 4:29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.

God made it rumble!! And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and spoke the word of God in Boldness. Ac 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. Amazing Grace! What a Sound!

