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This is the exaltation of Jesus. This chapter corresponds to Joshua 7
Ac 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? **** They were not one heart and soul with the others because they kept part of it for themselves. They were thinking of themselves, and they lied to the Holy Spirit. You cannot serve two masters. A house divided against itself cannot stand. They were not saved; Satan had filled their heart. Satan used these two to hinder the Gospel in the early church.

Money buys the goods of this world and they thought they could buy their way into the Church. There were two Ananias’ in the Bible. One was with the Apostle Paul when he regained his sight. Do you know what was the first thing Paul saw when he regained his sight? It was Ananias which means grace of God. Grace is the thing that opens our eyes. The first thing that Paul saw was the grace of God. Notice Paul was not with anybody else. Now look at the other Ananias, the one who dropped dead here in Chap 5. His name also means grace of God. How come He dropped dead? The same name grace of God. The sin of Ananias and Sapphira was set at the gateway of this Church Age as a warning against this subtle religious snare. When Paul regained his sight; it was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; but with Ananias and Sapphira, it was a certain man. 

Do you know that every time in Acts that it mentions a believer, it says a certain disciple? Every time it talks about unbelievers, it says a certain man or woman. Look at a few examples: Acts 9:36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which if you read on, she is a believer. Acts 16:1 then Paul came to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: Timothy was a believer. In Acts 8:9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which before time in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: This man wanted to buy God’s miracles. He was a certain man; he was not saved. 

Then in Acts 10:1, there was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius. God sent Peter to his house. He was a certain man why? He wasn’t saved yet. Cornelius gave alms or charity to the poor and his prayers and his alms giving is held as a memorial before God. God will move heaven and earth to reach the willing. In Acts 5, Ananias is here with Sapphira or Sapphire. What does that mean grace and sapphire? There is a collection of Jewish writings that is central to Rabbinic and Jewish religious law which says the following: It is written that God wrote the Ten Commandments on sapphire stone, and it is a special kind of sapphire called lapis-lazuli, sapphire. If you look up sapphire you will find lapis-lazuli next to the word sapphire. Its color is blue. So, what does scripture say? Ex 24:9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: 10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 
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It is said that sapphire stone is formed under intense heat and pressure. If you will recall the top part of Mount Sinai was burned but it was burned deep blue. And God wrote the Ten Commandments on Sapphire stones. Now with Ananias and Sapphira, we have the grace of God married to the law. What is this? Mixture! It is the ministry of death. This is what brings death in the church, its mixture. When Ananias went to Paul, it was pure grace. But the moment you try to bring grace and law in together, it becomes mixture and mixture is deadly. Mixture is the ministry of death. The result of the judgment of Ananias and Sapphira. Signs and wonders were wrought among the people (all with one accord in Solomon’s porch) Ac 5:6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him. When they picked up the stones, it showed they were agreeing with God’s judgment. We too must accept God’s judgment of the world and it is done by faith before it ever becomes a practical realty in our lives.

If the previous chapters are a forecast of millennial blessings to Israel, what would the judgment of this couple figure? The righteous judgment during the reign of Christ. This figures what will take place in the Kingdom age when Israel accepts Christ as described in Acts 5:14-16; 14 And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.) 15 Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. 16  There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed everyone. 

We may ask, why then does God not judge people now as He did with Ananias and Sapphira then? We are in the age of grace. This judgment will take place in the Kingdom age. He judges through His word now. It is not a harsh thing, but the word of God is judging in our lives today. The Lord is in the midst of the church today by His word. Rev 1:13, Heb 4:12 and 1Cor 11:31. We let Christ judge our lives now by the word of God. 1Pe 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

****It is through His word that He corrects us if we will yield to it. Ac 5:17 Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison. They laid their hands on them and put them in prison. They were jealous. They did not want to lose their religious place. Indignation means envy. When the council met to decide their fate, they found them ministering and teaching the people. Also, Peter was instructed by the angel in Ac 5:19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, 20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life. All the words of this life is the new creation life, The Divine life in you. Jesus Christ the hope of glory. 
And in Ac 5:21 And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. Ac 5:25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people. Ac 5:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 
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The message the apostles continually kept before the people was the resurrection. The high priests called the council and all the senate, or elders together. They met; the high priest, captain, chief priests, officers, Sadducees; a religious senate. They had met about two months before and had put the Jesus to death. Now they show again their hatred against Him by refusing to heed His Spirit-anointed messengers of peace. They said to the apostles: Ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine (not denying that it was scriptural) and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. They refused the cleansing power of the blood of the Lamb of God; they knew the consequence - banishment from God forever. Instead of yielding to conviction and turning to Christ, they officially decided to stop the mouths of God’s faithful servants who were the channels. 

But for Gamaliel's wise counsel, they would have slain them immediately, even as they killed Stephen and James later (Acts 7 and 12). Ac 5:34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space. Act 5:35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. 36 For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. 

As Paul said Php 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; It is the power of the resurrection that they were constantly teaching. The Jewish council refused the Messiah. They tried to use their religious authority against Peter. Here Peter hit them with a brick between the eyes! Peter said this. Ac 5:30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Ac 5:33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. Their hearts were hard. Ac 5:40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.***** The word rejoice means calmly happy or well off. This rejoice is only through the power of the Holy Ghost.

Chapter 6
Ac 6:1And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. *** Here they started murmuring against the leaders. In the Old Testament we have another place where the people complained. Ex 15:23 And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah.  24 And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink? 
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25 And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them. ***** Here we see the children of Israel murmuring against Moses. But God met their complaint there by casting the tree into the waters. This tree was figurative of Christ who in His humanity was cut down and cast into the waters and He sweetened the waters of God’s judgment and now we can drink. The reality was that they were complaining against God. The devil tries to defeat and hinder the Word within and without and his tactics are the same today, but God uses this to strengthen us and make us overcomers. 

He used the murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Paul tells us to take care of the widows and the qualifications of the widow were given in 1Ti 5:3-11 V3 Honour widows that are widows indeed. Ac 6:2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

In the priesthood in the Old Testament was the meeting of man’s needs before God. It was the Levites that took care of the natural needs and we see that here. God is meeting the Levitical needs here by the deacons. The word deacon means servant. Notice the qualifications of a deacon; God did not mention anything about waiting tables or carrying a tray on your head. But they were to look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. Why a honest man? Because if God chose one because he was a good waiter, we could say God chose me because I’m so good. But he was of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. The Holy Spirit gives all the glory to God. 

There are 7 deacons chosen here and a lot of churches follow this pattern, but we never see that it was repeated in the book of Acts again. Seven we know is the number of perfection. Jesus told us that he that would be the greatest among us; let him be your servant. This is not telling us that we need exactly seven Deacons; we should all serve one another. Ac 6:4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. *** This is the priestly ministry in prayer and this ministry of prayer was taking their needs unto God. This ministry of the word was a Levitical ministry where it would bring the things of God to the people. Mr 10:44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.

In the Old Testament you had to be a priest but now every believer may enter into the priesthood. 1Pe 2:5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.  1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Re 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. *** Now we are to enter into the priesthood. We can minister under the new covenant of grace in prayer and in His word unto God.
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Ac 6:5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.
**** Stephen is a rather interesting person here. His name means a crown. He is a transitional figure because God dealings with man is about to change. There is an arch way between the 12 Apostles and Paul at this time. Israel as a nation rejects Christ and God begins to turn to the Gentiles as we will see more and more as we go into the book of Acts. 

Ac 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.
 9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.
 10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. 12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council. Why did they choose exactly seven? It was because that was a transitional time. The number "seven" is pre-eminently the number of dispensational completeness. Why did the Lord choose Stephen? The Jews were rapidly drawing further and further away from Christ. Kingdom interests were receding. A transition period from the Kingdom to the Church required a transition figure, and he was Stephen.

Stephen was not an apostle. Jesus had not chosen him to be one, and yet the Holy Spirit made him a mighty man of God. They falsely accuse him. Ac 6:13 And set up false witnesses, which said, this man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: 14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us. Lu 21:23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

**** He didn’t say that He was going to destroy Jerusalem, like they accused in Acts 6:13, but that Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. ***They misquoted what was said and they still do that today. Satan always misquotes the scripture; he never quotes it correctly. He knows the scriptures but Satan changes the scriptures to serve himself. This is the last time that Israel has a chance to accept Christ till the end of the church age. Amos said, Amos 7:14-15; I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son; but I was a herdsman and a gatherer of sycamore fruit; and the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. Stephen’s call was like that. God did not ask counsel of the Jewish priests, or senate, nor of the twelve apostles. He does what He wills and chooses whom He desires.



Page 6
When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the 120, God moved on with them and with those who received their word. They who believed the word of the apostles were counted as the congregation of the Lord. The same ongoing God held Stephen's listeners responsible to accept what he was saying to them, because Stephen’s address was the voice of God to them. Today it is still the same. They who have received the message of faith and are walking in the liberty, joy, power, correction, and hope which it affords, are going on with the Lord; the Word of the Lord is mightily growing and prevailing. Others are becoming worldly and formal and selfish. These are the solemn facts. God moves on. If His people do not move with Him and in His way, they invariably move backward, lose out and grow cold.

Ac 6:15 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. Those who sat in the council saw the Supernatural manifestation of God’s glory. You would think that this would surely convict them, but it didn’t. They hardened their hearts. Stephen is a transitional figure here. God was giving them one last opportunity to accept Christ, but as a nation they rejected Christ. Stephen is a rather interesting person here. His name means a crown. He is a transitional figure because God dealings with man begin to change. There is an arch way between the 12 Apostles and Paul. Israel as a nation rejects Christ and God begins to turn to the Gentiles. 

God was giving them one last opportunity to accept Christ, but as a nation they rejected Christ. Stephen was one of the first deacons but not an apostle. Stephen becomes the first Church martyr, but he was not the first martyr for the truth, Abel was. God always has had men willing to die for the Truth’s sake. Heb 11:35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mocking’s and scourging’s, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;


















