Acts 9 Continued
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Paul had a great zeal as Saul of Tarsus for God, but it was harmful. Zeal without knowledge is harmful. Israel has a zeal for God but it is harmful without knowledge. They were ignorant of God’s righteousness; so, being ignorant of God’s righteousness, they established their own righteousness. Israel’s self-righteousness was so important to them that they would not accept God. Jesus said in Mt 12:44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. 45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation. **** This is a picture of Israel. 

The house was swept but demons came in and took over the house which tells us of Israel. God cleaned Israel as He took them out of Egypt, through the wilderness. But these demons came along and took over the house and now they are worse than they were at the beginning. What were these demons that were worse? It was their self-righteousness and pride. It is harder to reach a person that is self-righteous than it is a sinner. Israel would not submit themselves to God’s righteousness so they went on to establish their own self-righteousness. Paul as Saul thought he was doing God a service by persecuting Christians. (Zeal) Corresponds to Joh 16:2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. This is what Paul was doing. He went to the high priest. 

He wanted to get authority from the high priest to go to Damascus to the synagogues to find any of these in the (Christian) way. Ac 9:2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. He was hunting all those of the Christian way. In his zeal, he thought he was doing God a service. In Romans 10 it states that zeal without knowledge can be harmful. The high Priest authorized this mission. Paul as Saul asked permission of the high priest in the following verses. Ac 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest. 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 
In this passage we have the most famous conversion story ever recorded. What must have been going through Paul’s mind? What we see is that this is not so much a sudden conversion as a sudden surrender. Maybe something about Stephen must have lingered in Paul’s mind and would not be removed. Maybe Paul thought, if Stephen was a bad man, how could he die like that? Paul persecuted the Christians in Jerusalem. This only made matters worse because once again he had to ask himself what was the secret that these simple people had. Paul was an intelligent man. What was it that made them face peril and sufferings and loss so calmly and unafraid. So, Paul went to the Sanhedrin. Paul had heard that certain of the Christians had escaped to Damascus and he asked for letters of credit that he might go to Damascus and extradite them. I am sure the journey only made matters worse. 
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It was about 140 miles from Jerusalem to Damascus. The journey would be made on foot and would take some time to get there. Paul’s only companions were the officers of the Sanhedrin, a kind of police force. As he walked, he much time to think, because there was nothing else to do. The way went through Galilee, and Galilee had to have brought Jesus even more vividly to Paul’s mind. Think of the tension in his inner being. So, he came near Damascus, one of the oldest cities in the world. Just before Damascus the road climbed Mount Hermon and below lay Damascus, a lovely white city in a green plain. That region had this characteristic. When the hot air of the plain met the cold air of the mountain range, violent electrical storms resulted. Think of it, just at that moment came such a lightning storm and out of the storm Christ spoke to Paul. In that moment the long battle was over and Paul surrendered to Christ. 

So, into Damascus he went a changed man. And how changed! He intended to enter Damascus in a punishing rage, but was led by the hand, blind and helpless. The Risen Christ said to Paul, Go into the city, and you will be told what to do. Up to this moment Paul had been doing what he liked, what he thought best, what his will dictated. From this time forward he would be told what to do. The Christian is a man who has ceased to do what he wants to do and he has begun to do what Christ wants him to do. The Lord Jesus met Saul. Ac 9:3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. 

Religious tradition is a terrible snare and we can trace its source in Jer 9:13 And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; 14 But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. At one time Saul accused Jesus of being an impostor, and portrayed Him as a blasphemer and injurious. It was because Jesus said He was the Son of God and died to redeem everyone, for all have sinned, even self-righteous Saul. Saul came the nearest of any man to saving himself by fulfilling the righteousness of the law but he could not do that. 

He pursued perfection, and outwardly attained it, apart from the redemption of the only Perfect Man Christ Jesus. Meanwhile, he showed his heart rebellion against God by persecuting the people of God. This made him the chief of sinners. He did not apparently need God, or His righteousness. He appeared to be righteous, but that was only the old creation posing as reverent. It was not of faith. It was not based upon the redemption brought by Jesus Christ. There was no life, for the law could not and cannot give life (Galatians 3:21). Notice we see the Lord descending in glory, a light from heaven. And suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: Israel will have a conversion similar to this. All of a sudden Jesus is going to reveal Himself from heaven to them. Paul as Saul is a type of the nation Israel in their blindness. 
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Israel nationally rejected Christ, in this rejection Saul participated, and expressed it by holding Stephen's clothes while his enemies stoned him; Acts 7:58. Israel’s blindness will be lifted as Saul’s was on the road to Damascus. Ro 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  Paul was a picture of Israel and he was born ahead of the nation Israel. 1Cor 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. **** Paul here was talking about his conversion. He considered himself one born out of due time. 

The word “due time” means a miscarriage or an untimely birth or a premature birth. Paul said that he was born prematurely or an untimely birth. Paul is talking about Saul standing right beside the cloths and watching as they stoned Stephen. He was standing right along with the nation Israel rejecting their Messiah.  As the Lord was seen by Saul enroute for Damascus, so Jesus will be seen by His people Israel when Jesus is revealed from heaven. This is exactly Paul’s meaning. His salvation by sovereign grace at the beginning of this age is an earnest of the salvation of his own race at the end.  Rom 11:26. Jesus appearance to Paul is an example of His appearance to Israel; then also are His other appearances are typical of His final appearances to other saints. 

Paul said, Ac 9:6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. **** This also tells when he was saved. He was saved right then when He called Him Lord. Ac 9:7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. *****This an interesting verse which is typical of Israel at this time, they are blind during this church age. They are scattered among the nations. Ac 9:9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 

Beyond doubt Ananias is one of the forgotten heroes of the Christian Church. Think of the the brotherliness of Ananias. To Ananias came a message from God that he must go and help Paul; and he is directed to the street called “Straight.” This was a great street that ran straight from the east to the west of Damascus. History says that it was divided into three parts, a center part where the traffic ran, and two side-walks where the pedestrians flocked and the merchant-men sat in their little booths and worked their trade. When that message came to Ananias it must have sounded crazy to him. He knew what Paul had been doing persecuting Christians. But no; his first words were, Brother Saul. What a welcome was that! It is one of the uplifting examples of Christian love. That is what Christ can produce in a Christians life. Get this! In Christ, Paul and Ananias, the men who had been the bitterest enemies, came together as brothers.
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**** Ananias means the grace of Jehovah or the grace of God. Only the grace of God opens blind eyes. The Lord gave Ananias the authority in a vision. Ac 9:10. Ac 9:11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, ****The house of Judas means to be praised and so, Christ is to be praised. Ac 9:13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake. 

*** Here we see Paul’s calling and the results of that calling from the Lord. He was a chosen vessel. #1 his calling was to bear Christ’s name before the Gentiles. #2 and then kings and # 3 the children of Israel. The results of that calling are in V16. Ac 9:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. ****Suffering was the result of being obedient to God’s calling. Paul wrote - 2Ti 3:10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. But out of them all, the Lord delivered me. Ac 9:16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake. 

*** Here we see the results of that calling from the Lord.  ****Then Paul says, 2Ti 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Think of Israel, they will suffer more at their conversion than they ever have before. Ac 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.**** Notice that  Ananias called him brother Saul in V17 because Paul had been converted. He submitted to be baptized. Ac 9:18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. 

Circumcision meant a complete cutting off from the world and the death of the old creation, so John the Baptist introduced water baptism as symbolic of death. Baptism into the Name of Jesus, meant a complete and eternal cutting off from all the past. He virtually said, I am no longer a Jew, but a disciple of Christ. Baptism in water, to a Jew, is the outward expression of death to Moses and of resurrection unto Christ. Paul’s baptism was a sign and seal to his faith in Christ. After Jesus was seen of Stephen standing at God’s right hand, as if ready to return to Israel, if they had received Him, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3; 12:2), because they rejected Him in rejecting Stephen. His sitting down was to continue two thousand years, which Hosea 6:2 terms as “two days.” But for a special sovereign purpose, Jesus arose from His seat and appeared to persecuting Saul of Tarsus. Saul accepted Christ there and then, and was born again. Therefore, he was born two dispensational days, or two thousand years, ahead of the due time for the new birth of Israel as a nation. Compare Isaiah 66:8. 
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Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. He preached Christ. Ac 9:20 and following are verses typical of what Israel will experience at their conversion. Between Ac 9:25-26, there is a three-year period between this. Ac 9:25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket. 26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. This is Luke’s account for he wrote the book of Acts. He wrote of what happened to Paul after his conversion. The chronology order we can also read Paul’s own account of the matter in Galatians 1:15-24. 

When we put the two accounts together, we find that the chain of events runs like this. (i) Saul is converted on the Damascus Road. (ii) He preaches in Damascus. (iii) He goes away to Arabia ( Galatians 1:17). (iv) He returns and preaches in Damascus for a period of three years ( Galatians 1:18). (v) He goes to Jerusalem. (vi) He escapes from Jerusalem to Caesarea. (vii) He returns to the regions of Syria and Cilicia ( Galatians 1:21). So, we see that Paul began by doing two things.  (i) He immediately bore Christ’s witness in Damascus. In Damascus there were many Jews and consequently there would be many synagogues. It was in these Damascus synagogues that Paul first lifted up his voice for Christ. That was an act of the greatest moral courage. It was to these very synagogues that Paul had received his letters as an official agent of the Jewish faith and of the Sanhedrin council to destroy. 

It would have been very much easier to begin his Christian witness somewhere where he was not known and where his past did not stand against him. Paul is saying, I am a changed man and I am determined that those who know me best should know it. Already he is proclaiming, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.” And he spoke boldly in the Name of the Lord Jesus. He wrote later to the Galatians 1:12, 15-16; For I neither received it (the Gospel) of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ; but when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. ****This three-year period is referred to in Ga 1:13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:

Ga 1:16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen (Gentiles); immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. The Lord Jesus  sovereignly revealed himself to Paul and he didn’t go and talk it over with Peter or anyone to ask what they thought about all this. Jesus took Paul apart from the nation Israel to give him the message for the church. **** It is interesting that the disciples didn’t want anything to do with him. God was calling Paul to the Gentiles. Fear had gripped the disciple’s heart. They were afraid of Paul. Ac 9:26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. Ac 9:29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus, and disputed against the Grecians: but they went about to slay him. 
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For three years Paul worked and preached in Damascus and the Jews were so determined to kill him that they even set a guard on the gates lest he should escape them. But the ancient cities were walled cities and the walls were often wide enough for a chariot to be driven round the top of them. On these walls there were houses whose windows often projected over the walls. In the dead of night Paul was taken into one of these houses, let down with ropes in a basket and he was smuggled out of Damascus and set on his way to Jerusalem. Paul is only at the gateway of the Gospel for Christ but even here he is escaping with his life. No one persecutes a man who is ineffective. To suffer persecution is to be paid the greatest of compliments because it is the certain proof that men think we really matter.

Why did Saul emphasize the Divine Sonship of Jesus? Because that was the root- cause of the Jews’ hatred of Him. His claim to being the Son of God, they termed blasphemy (John 5:18; 10:30-36). The Jews had scriptural ground for stoning Jesus if He were not God’s Son (Leviticus 24:16). Therefore, they took the same bitter stand against Saul, seeking to kill Saul. We do not understand how the Jews could maintain such bitter hatred against the Son of God, but it simply shows the outcome of refusing to walk in the light. 30 Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus. ***** Here they were telling Paul you better go back to your homeland in Tarsus and he stayed there a year or two and then v 31 occurs. Ac 9:31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. This is typical of Christ’s millennial reign. 

In the natural we know why the churches had rest because Saul was taken out of the way as the persecutor.  And the persecutor here is typical of the Christ rejecting Israel, that unregenerate heart. This speaks of the millennial rest that Israel will have at that time. The healing of Aeneas in v32 and the raising up of Tabitha in v40. Ac 9:32 And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda. 33 And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy.  34 And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. *** We now see Peter coming on the scene in his ministry to the nation Israel. Lydia means travail like a woman in travail at child birth. Also see Isa 66:8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. 

The nation of Israel will be the nation born in one day. They will accept Christ their Messiah. These verses have a local fulfillment but also a future fulfillment at the nation of Israel’s conversion. And when they are converted Peter’s message will go to them. Aeneas means to praise or uttering praise. Palsy is a paralysis of any voluntary muscles and a result of a disorder in the nervous system. So, we see Israel who was voluntarily sick because their rejection of Christ. It was a voluntary thing with them because they voluntarily rejected Christ. But Peter’s message of Christ to the faithful remnant will make them whole just like Aeneas. Look at Ro 9:27 Esaias (Isaiah) also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved: Ro 11:5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
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Ac 9:35 And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord. **** Saron means rightness which is a good place for Israel to dwell. Israel will accept Jesus Christ. Israel is set aside during the Church age; God’s dealings with Israel and with the Church overlap in the beginning of this age.  Yes, from the stoning of Stephen to the conversion of Saul of Tarsus throughout chapters 7,8, and 9, it is a transition to the Gentiles and the Church. Ac 9:36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. **** She was full of good works. Tabitha means a Gazelle which is a small animal that is very swift, graceful, and it has large eyes. That is what God saw in Israel. But here we see Dorcas. Ac 9:37 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. *** They sent for Peter to come. 

Notice this speaks of Israel being set aside during the Church age; she was washed and laid in the upper chamber. This is Israel’s condition during this age, the church age. Then Peter comes in v 39. Ac 9:39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. Notice what they first bring to Peter, her good works, coats and garments that Dorcas made. 

Peter set all of these aside, it is not by works at all in V40. It is only by the grace of God and that is the message that Peter brought. Ac 9:41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive. 42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord. 43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.**** This resurrection of Tabitha is a foreshadow of Israel’s resurrection. In Eze 37:1-7 we see the resurrection of the dry bones. Eze 37:1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones.






