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Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria. A question of our last study – Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. In Jewish history, Jerusalem was the capital city of the Kingdom of Judah. (Judah 3,450 square miles). It is considered the heartland of the Jewish people. Samaria was the neighboring territory. Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom for 160 years and was likely as large as Jerusalem during Hezekiah's time, at around 150 acres. It was the city on a hill. The city was well fortified with an outer wall that was about 20 ft tall and an inner wall that was about 5 ft thick. 
It was also the name of the administrative district surrounding the city under later Greek and Roman administrations, referring to the mountainous region between the Sea of Galilee to the north and Judea to the south. The territory of Samaria was the central region of the biblical Land of Israel, today located in the northern West Bank. The territory of Samaria was about 40 miles from north to south and 35 miles from east to west. Throughout history, Jews lived in all these areas, with Jerusalem remaining a central point throughout. Jesus wanted a witness to proclaim the Gospel in the city where He was executed (Jerusalem). 

But He also wanted the Good News to reach the land where His ministry was rejected (Judea), and he want the Gospel to go where the disciples felt out of place and looked down on the people (Samaria). Finally, He wanted the Gospel to go out to all people of the earth. The 12 tribes of Israel were divided into two kingdoms after the death of Solomon, around 975 B.C. The 12 sons of Jacob in order of their birth: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, and Benjamin. Ten of Jacob’s sons became the 12 tribes of Israel. The exception is Levi and Joseph: Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, became the final two tribes. Joseph received a double portion of land, which went to his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. 

Ge 48:3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me, 5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine.
Levi was not given land. Levi’s descendants, included Moses and Aaron. The Tribe of Levi was the tribe of the priesthood. De 18:1 The priests were the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel: they shall eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and his inheritance. 2 Therefore shall they have no inheritance among their brethren: the LORD is their inheritance, as he hath said unto them. 

The Levites were chosen to serve God as priests, so they would not need to worry about providing for themselves. The Levites lived off the offerings and portions that were brought to the Lord, and they had no inheritance of land in Israel. (Deut 18). The Levites had a violent history. And what makes this interesting is that the violent nature of the Levites both (1) lost them land in Israel, and (2) gained them the priesthood. This is demonstrated in two episodes, that of Jacob’s son Levi in Genesis 34 and that of the tribe of Levi in Exodus 32.
First, Levi (and his brother Simeon) slaughtered an entire city following the rape of his sister Dinah, which lost the Levites land in Canaan (Genesis 34:25-31). 
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Second, the Levites slaughtered idolaters at Sinai following Israel’s worship of the Golden Calf, which gained them the priesthood (Exodus 32:25-29).
After Jacob and his sons settled in the city of Shechem (Genesis 33:18), a man named Shechem, son of Hamor, raped Jacob’s daughter Dinah (Genesis 34:1-2). Jacob’s sons then deceived Shechem and Hamor by saying that they required the men of the city to be circumcised for Dinah’s hand in marriage (Genesis 34:13-24). This provided an opportunity for Simeon and Levi to slaughter all the males, while all the brothers plundered the city (Genesis 34:25-29).
Though we may sympathize with Levi and Simeon’s passion to protect their sister’s honor, Jacob was not pleased and feared backlash among their neighbors (Genesis 34:30-31). So, when Jacob gave his blessing for his sons at the end of his life, he said this about Simeon and Levi:

Ge 49:5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their self-will they digged down a wall. 7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel. Simeon and Levi are brothers; and their weapons of violence were their swords.
In his soul Jacob said, he would not  come not into their council; He said, O my glory, be not joined to their company. For in their anger, they killed men, and in their willfulness, they did this.
Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel.

The Kingdom of Judah – Two tribes
The southern kingdom, with its capital in Jerusalem, was made up of the tribe of Judah and most of the tribe of Benjamin.
The Kingdom of Israel – Ten tribes
The northern kingdom, with its capital in Samaria, was made up of the other 10 tribes and the remaining portion of the tribe of Benjamin. The northern kingdom was also known as Ephraim, the dominant tribe. The split was prophesied by the prophet Ahijah, who stated that the Lord would give ten of the tribes to Jeroboam to rule over. (1Kings 11).

Jerusalem and Judaea - Jerusalem is a city in the Judaean Mountains, while Judaea is the historical name of the region surrounding Jerusalem: Jerusalem was the capital of the kingdom of Judah. Note: Bethlehem, is a town, situated in the Judaean Hills 5 miles south of Jerusalem. After King Solomon’s death, the kingdom split into a northern kingdom, which retained the name Israel, and a southern kingdom was called Judah. (I Kings 12). This division continues to this day, and they will not be reunited until Jesus comes and establishes His Kingdom (Isaiah 11:12-1 3; Ezekiel 37:15, 28). 
Now, when the Holy Spirit came from heaven, (day of Pentecost). He came as the fulfillment of God’s promise to the whole house of Israel (Acts 2:36); but Israel was not all represented in Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit was poured out. As Jerusalem was the capital of the kingdom of Judah, they received the Holy Spirit. Israel, or the ten tribes, whose capital was in Samaria, must also nationally be visited by the Holy Spirit. And since “the keys of the kingdom” were committed to Peter (Matthew 16:19), it was officially proper that he should introduce them to Holy Spirit to the ten tribes in Samaria as well as to the two tribes in Jerusalem which happened on the day of Pentecost. 
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Ac 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: Why was the Holy Spirit not poured out upon the city of Samaria until about seven years after the Holy Spirit came upon the 120 in Jerusalem? This is an important question. The ten tribes were the first to depart from the Lord, and they will be the last of the whole of Israel to return to Him. When Jesus comes back, He will begin dealing with the two tribes first, (Judah) and they will be the first to receive Him – “A remnant shall be saved” (Ro 9:2); then later the ten tribes will receive Him: “So all Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26). The Lord’s dealings with the Jews through the apostles and with the ten tribes through Philip and the apostles at the beginning of this church age, was an example of His final treatment of them. And yet, individuals from the ten tribes were with the Jews at the beginning (See Chapter 2:22; 4:10). 

Chapter 9
Ac 9:1  And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. **** There are two accounts of Saul’s conversion in the book of Acts and this is the start of the first one. The name Saul means requested. Paul means little or small. When we yield to God, we become little. Note: Saul began moving out of the city of Jerusalem to other nearby regions.  Notice that the persecution taking place was with the authority of the law givers and administrators.  Wow, this is happening now?  Law givers and judges in America are making so many decisions that violate the Truth of the Word of God.  

What we see here in this chapter was the persecution that really is upon us from different sides.  Saul/Paul in this verse teaches us that Christians are not at odds with flesh and blood.  However, Paul reveals to us that we are at war. Eph 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. We have an enemy with-out and with-in. Satan comes at us through the flesh with-in. This is the fleshly nature that old nature which we battle every day.   
There are as well, hidden unseen spiritual forces and the evil invisible rulers of this present world that rule the kingdom of darkness. The word of truth is more important as we continue to learn how we should react to these attacks. How do we do that? Where does Satan attack us?

2Co 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
The spiritual weapons are mostly defensive. They are mighty through God. God is in them; God is with those who use them. The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, the arrows of truth which pierce the consciences of men, the weapon of all prayer, the influence of the Holy Ghost; that is divine power. Such weapons as these are by God’s power made mighty to overthrow spiritual powers that come against us. 
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First, we must “cast down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God”; we must demolish these fortresses. (more than one) Then, secondly, “bringing into captivity every thought”; I will call this prisoners seized.  Then thirdly, prisoners led away captive; “bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” The captured ones  are taken away and we have our new service to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Remember In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were tempted by a serpent to eat the forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Where did that temptation hit them first? The mind! Then Cain slew his brother Abel. Cain represents those who serve God in accordance to the imaginations of their own heart instead of in ways authorized by God. 

Little thoughts come in, but we must do battle against those negative ones: Col 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. Ps 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: Mt 9:4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? ***This is where these thoughts will lead us.
Peter in Lu 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. (converted means to turn one’s self about). Peter strengthened his brethren when he preached those sermons in Acts. But before that; Peter had to learn about how these little thoughts attack his mind. 

Joh 21:20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? 21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. Peter was already letting his mind get the best of him. It starts with us with a thought about someone or something. Maybe they aren’t paying attention to us like they should. Then our mind dwells on that and the enemy is right there to push our buttons. What about Noah’s fall? He thought that his vineyard that he grew was so wonderful instead of seeing who created that vineyard. It started in his thoughts. In these studies, the last few weeks we have learned about the battles many faced. And where is the battle? The mind. There is no way we can battle if we do not make the Gospel practical in our lives. We surely have learned in this study that we must make this Gospel practical in our lives.  We can’t just throw our hands up and do nothing. 

Heb 6:11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: Full assurance of hope means the full complement of the word of God. This is the same thing as Paul said in 1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. You have a fight on your hands and in order to lay hold on eternal life, we are going to have fight the good fight of faith. Lay hold on eternal life until it is complete. Diligence means eagerness, care, earnestness, and make haste. Does that sound like we don’t have to apply the word of God? That teaching is robbing people of becoming a full overcomer. The battles come at us and we need to know how to battle in a practical way. We must be taught. That is why the Lord allows these things to come at us. Now this does not mean we have to do works. 
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The Lord wants to sanctify us. That means He wants to set us apart for Him. Jesus prayed in, Joh 17:17 Sanctify (set them apart) them through thy truth: thy word is truth. Joh 17:19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. Jesus knew these battles of the mind would come upon us. He is praying for us that we fail not, even if Satan has asked to sift us as wheat. This is the labor? Heb 4:9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. We do not and we cannot work for our salvation. The word labour here means study; be diligent. 

It is the same word as study in 2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. We do not work to try to get something from God. The labor is in our own house of this fleshly body. Paul said in 1Co 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. (castaway means unapproved). Subjection to what? This word! That is what we use as our weapon when these thoughts and trials come at us.
This is the labor when these thoughts come into our minds and the enemy puts his magnifying glass on them and makes them bigger than what the really are. These small thoughts turn into bigger and bigger until a greater sin enters in. 

Everything that comes at us; thoughts, sickness, finances, whatever; it all comes through the hand of God. Satan cannot get at us unless God allow it. So, when these things happen, will we complain or murmur; or will we stop for a moment and turn to the Lord and say, Lord you brought this my way, whatever it is, how can I make this to glorify you and learn from it. That is not easy. But if we just swallow every bad thought or the things that so easily beset us (unbelief) swallow it hook line and sinker; every bad thought and complain about our circumstances, what are we really doing? Cain's sin was really against God. Everything and every circumstance and every person in our path in this life right now, the Lord, put it there. Why? Ro 8:29 ….. to be conformed to the image of his Son. Remember Levi: Nu 3:5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto him. 7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle. 

The Levites were to keep guard over the whole congregation, as they minister at the tabernacle. They were to guard all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, and keep guard over the people of Israel as they minister at the tabernacle. Remember, Levi and Simeon’s passion was to protect their sister’s honor. The Levites' are representative of the priests and their inheritance was God Himself. They were the ones chosen to oversee the worship of the entire nation of Israel. Now they were chosen to honor God. 1Pe 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light: Today the believer is a priest, and it means that our entire life is devoted to the worship of God. 
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The Levites were under authority. They submitted to God’s order and His authority. They were assigned their place and we are too. What’s your place, a father, mother, brother, sister etc. The Levites excelled and were skillful. Their fight was mostly defensive and so is ours. Refer to Eph 6:12-18. The Levites were not just priests, they were warrior-priests. God put the violent nature of the Levites to good use. Not only would the priests among them slaughter animals on a regular basis for sacrifice, but also all the Levites would guard the tabernacle/temple and the cities of refuge. Are we not to guard the things of God and treasure them. All of this points to Christ, the true Warrior-Priest, who not only became a sacrifice for sin, but who guards God’s temple of worship. 

1Co 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God. We too must join Jesus in guarding God’s glory and honor. We are defending the honor of God by bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. I think the greatest labor is within ourselves. I am my greatest problem in a sense. It is the battle within and without that we come in contact with every day of our lives. It is not easy to go through the sanctifying process of being conformed to the image of Christ, and be set apart, and be made holy full of the Holy Spirit. If we give ourselves wholly unto God in every detail of our lives, I know on the surety of God’s word that we will not be disappointed. 

There are seven advantages of which Paul could boast. (Phil. 3:5, 6). Php 3:5 (1)Circumcised the eighth day, of (2) the stock of Israel, of (3) the tribe of Benjamin, an (4) Hebrew of the Hebrews; as (5) touching the law, a Pharisee; (6) Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; (7)touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. Then all of these things of the flesh Paul counted loss. Php 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Then in Romans 10 Paul writes about zeal. Ro 10:1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth. Paul was a man that had everything in the natural, but he gave it all up. Why? To be set apart, and made holy full of the Holy Spirit and to give us this Gospel. If it is possible for a man that persecuted and was the chief of sinners, than this is possible for you and me.







