Ephesians 1:4-14 May 14 2026 The Riches of His Grace!
Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: The word foundation means to cast down or to throw down and it tells us of the fact that this world was thrown down. The Greek word for foundation means a casting down. This points to its root meaning to describe a cataclysmic event between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. God chose us in Christ before the world even fell in Ge 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. (this was a perfect creation) 2 And the earth was (become) without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
God does not create things void or in vain. Isaiah 45:18 states, He created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited. Therefore, the void state of Genesis 1:2 means a judgment occurred; a throwing down associated with the fall of Satan (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:12-17). Isa 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. God chose us in Christ before this casting down ever happened. Our redemption was established in the heart of God before the first rebellion in the universe even occurred. The “us” of v4 is the new creation, which is Christ in us. Redemption was not an afterthought with God. The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ was the solution before the problem was even manifest to man in Adam. Refer to 1Peter 1:19-20: This identifies Christ as the Lamb who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world. Then Revelation 13:8: Refers to the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. God did not react to Adam's sin. He initiated a plan where the end was declared from the beginning. When Adam was formed from the dust, the remedy for his failure was already sitting on the throne of Heaven. God knew Adam and Eve would fall into sin. So why did God create them? Why did God create man? For love to be genuine, it must be a choice. If God had created Adam and Eve in a way that it was impossible for them to sin, they would have been divine robots. God didn't want programmed servants; He wanted a family. He wanted fellowship. Real love requires the potential for rejection.

By giving humanity a will (and a choice), God allowed for the possibility of the sick spell and the Fall. The fact that He created us this way shows that He valued our free will more than He valued a world of forced perfection. If sin never entered the world, there are parts of God’s nature that we would never have known or experienced. Without the Fall, we would know God's power and holiness, but we never would have understood His Mercy, Grace, and His Sacrifice. Boil that down to His Divine Love! To show grace, there must be someone who does not merit favor. Ro 5:8 says, But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. The Cross is the ultimate proof of God’s character, and it only happens in a fallen world. God demonstrates His love by Christ dying for us while we were still in rebellion. Without the fall of man, we would know God is good, but we would never know the lengths He would go to rescue us. The Cross proves that His Divine love is not dependent on our performance; it is a fixed part of His nature that remains constant even when we are at our worst. The Cross is the only place where God’s perfect justice and His perfect mercy meet without contradicting each other. 

The Cross is the bridge that takes us from a human level of existence to a divine level of existence. It shows that God was willing to endure the greatest possible pain to bring His chosen people into a union with Him that is far more secure than what existed before the world was thrown down. The Cross is the ultimate evidence that God is exactly who He says He is. It reveals a level of commitment to His family that a perfect, unfallen world could never have fully illustrated. When we look at the Cross as the ultimate proof of God’s character, we see that His love is not a passive feeling but a relentless, pursuing force. This love is so vast that it actually factored the Fall into the plan just so it could demonstrate its own depth through rescue. God did not start loving us the moment we turned toward Him, nor did He start loving humanity only after Adam sinned. Because He chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world, His love was already set upon us while the earth was still perfect. The sick spell of Genesis 1:2 and the later failure of Adam did not catch Him off guard or diminish His divine love towards us. Instead, these events became the stage upon which He could show just how far His Divine love would go. God’s divine love was so great that it required a gift of equal magnitude. 

By giving His only begotten Son, God was giving of His own very essence. This proves that He loves the new creation, the Christ in you, with the exact same intensity that He loves Jesus Himself. In the Garden of Eden, love was seen in the beauty of creation. At the Cross, love was seen in the scars of the Redeemer. He didn't just want to forgive us; He loved us so much that He wanted to inhabit you. The goal of His love was to bring you into a bond where you are one spirit with Him. Because this love is tied to the new nature and not the old nature, it is completely secure. The old nature is filled with failure, but God so loved the world that He provided a way to birth a new nature inside of you that is birthed directly from His own life. This means His love is not a response to our behavior; it is a commitment to His own seed within you. He saw the chaos, the darkness of the deep, and the eventual rebellion of man, and He decided right then that we were worth the price of His only Son. Every drop of blood shed at the Cross was a word spoken in a Divine language, telling us that we are cherished, we are chosen, and we are identified forever as His holy and blameless child. That is the magnitude of a God who so loved that He gave everything to have us. 

The New Creation (Christ in us) is actually a higher state of being than Adam's original state. Adam had a human righteousness that could fail. The Believer has Christ’s righteousness which is eternal. God allowed the Fall so that He could bring us into a union with Him that is far more intimate than what Adam had in the Garden. Adam walked with God; but through the New Creation and the redemption plan, God dwells in us. In the grand timeline of eternity, the suffering of this world is described as light affliction compared to the eternal weight of glory (2 Corinthians 4:17). God viewed the final result, which is a redeemed, tested, and voluntary family of  the New Creations who chose Him through the fire. We have a choice and we chose Him through the fire. That is why He created us his way; He wanted a family. He didn't create Adam to watch him fail; He created the human race to eventually share in His own divine life. The judicial reality of  being in Christ is: When we look at 2 Corinthians 5:17, it says that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. God is a righteous Judge. If He has already judged our Old Nature at the Cross of Calvary, He cannot legally bring it up again to define who we are. 

To God, our identity is not a mixture of a sinner and a saint. He sees the finished work of His Son. If He were to view us by our Old Nature mistakes, He would be ignoring the blood of Jesus, which He refuses to do. Because God chose us before the foundation of the world, His first thought of us was, we are in a state of holiness and blamelessness. Before Adam ever sinned, God saw us in Christ. Our mistakes are a temporary byproduct of a dead nature (the flesh), but our spirit is an eternal reality. A father doesn’t define his son by the dirt he gets on his clothes while playing; he defines the son by his DNA, the life that he has in him. God defines us by His Son Jesus Christ’s seed that remains in us. 1Jo 3:9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. It is actually impossible to live a holy life if we believe God is still counting our Old Nature mistakes against our identity. If we see ourself as a sinner, we will eventually act like a sinner. But if we see ourself as the Righteousness of God in Christ, we will begin to act like the New Creation we truly are. Refer to Hebrews 10:17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.

He is talking about this new life that holy life that we have whenever we are born again. So we should be holy and without blame before him in love: Paul is describing the new creation. This is what we are in Christ. We have seen before that every believer has two natures. There is this holy nature which is the life of Christ and there is that old Adamic nature with which we were born into this world. When a Christian sins that’s what does the sinning is that Old Nature.
It is impossible for the new nature to sin. We have the choice to surrender our bodies to either the new nature or the old nature. When we surrender totally to the new nature, it is an absolute guaranty we do not sin because of this holiness of the life of Christ. Then if we surrender ourselves to the Old Nature, we can’t do anything but sin because our old man is filled with that.
Eph 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption (This should be Sonship) of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. When we are talking about predestination we are talking about the new nature in Christ. That creation was predestinated to live because it is in Christ. The old creation was predestinated to die because it was in Adam and God knew exactly even before Adam sinned; God knew that he would. 

So this is where the predestination comes in and not a matter of individuals, but a matter of collective creation; the new creation as opposed to the old creation. When Paul speaks of being predestinated, he is describing a pre-determined track or lane that a creation must follow. Just as a train is predestinated to arrive at the destination of the tracks it sits upon, humanity is predestinated based on which nature it possesses. The Old Creation in Adam was predestinated to death and judgment because it is rooted in the fall. Romans 5:12 explains that by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men. Because God knew the world would be cast down, He pre-determined that the Adamic life could never inherit eternity. It was a closed system destined for corruption. The New Creation in Christ was predestinated to life and sonship. This is not about God picking and choosing individuals to save while ignoring others; it is about God pre-determining the glorious outcome for anyone who is found in Christ. Ephesians 1:5 shows that this new creation is predestinated to be placed as a son. This was the good pleasure of His will that He would have a family that shares His own life.
Divine adoption differs from human adoption. With God, this placing is not just a legal ceremony; it is backed by a biological reality through the New Birth. The only way to enter the family of God is to be born into it. Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 that except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

Human Adoption is a legal standing, but no shared nature. Divine Sonship is a legal standing combined with a shared nature. God does not have step-children because the Holy Spirit literally births a new spirit within the believer. John 1:13 emphasizes that these children are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. This is why you are a literal child of God; the very life-source of the Father has been imparted to our spirit. We are partakers of the very nature of Christ, the divine nature. 2Pe 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. There is only one way to get into the family of God and that is by blood, the blood of Christ. Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. We are accepted in the beloved. We stand before God as a believer just like Christ as a son of God. The transition from the old creation to the new creation is a transition from the display of God’s power to the display of His heart. While the heavens declare the glory of His handiwork, the believer declares the glory of His grace.

In the first creation God showed forth His power. In the first creation, God made something out of nothing. In the new creation, God made something holy out of something that was fallen and rebellious. In the first few chapters of Genesis we find those 7 days of creation. God chose to exhibit to manifest His glorious power in creating all of these things. But in the new creation God did that to manifest His grace. The spiritual creation is where that God really reflects and enlarges upon His matchless grace. We can never try with all of our works and with all of our goodness to make ourselves worthy of God and that will never work. This what Cain try to do. He tried to bring all of his marvelous works before the Lord to be accepted. The very best that Cain could offer was not sufficient to give him entrance unto God. The only thing that will gives us entrance into God is whether or not we are in Christ. The way to be in Christ is by virtue of the new birth. So He has made us accepted in the beloved. Grace is not just a help for the weak; it is the very power of the atmosphere of the new creation. It is the unmerited, supernatural life of God flowing into a human spirit. Accepted in the beloved in Ephesians 1:6 is one of the most powerful statements in the Bible. 

It means that our standing before the Father is identical to the standing of Jesus Christ. When you are in the beloved, God does not see you as a separate entity trying to measure up. He sees you as a part of His own Son. This is the mystery of the body of Christ. 1John 4:17 says, as he is, so are we in this world. This does not say as He is, so we will be when we get to heaven. It says right now, in the midst of our daily life, our acceptance is as high and as perfect as that of Jesus at the right hand of the Father. If God were to find a flaw in our acceptance, He would have to find a flaw in Christ’s acceptance, because we are in Him. We are the object of the Father’s love to the same degree that Jesus is. It means if we can measure Christ’s acceptance before God than we can measure our own. If we are accepted in Him than God accepts us to the degree that He accepts His Son. We are accepted not on our own merit but because we are in Christ. So God has tremendous blessings for us if we are just ready and willing to take it by faith. Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; It is upon the basis of the blood of Christ at the cross of Calvary. Paul shows that this acceptance is not a vague feeling, but a bought-and-paid-for reality. We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.

Redemption means that we have been bought out of the slave market of the old nature and the old-world system. The price was not silver or gold, but the precious blood of Christ. This blood is what makes the new birth possible. Because the blood has cleared the deck of all sin and judgment, God is now free to pour the riches of His grace into our life. We stand before God today not on the merit of what we have done for Him, but on the merit of what the Beloved has done for us. Our responsibility is not to earn this acceptance, but to believe it and walk in the confidence of a son who is fully pleasing to his Father. There are two major avenues that Paul pursues concerning this redemption. #1 this redemption has given to us forgiveness of sins and the moment we believe we begin to enjoy that. Note this: every person has already been forgiven. It doesn’t make any difference how vile a sinner that there is out there on the street today, he has already been forgiven. The reason he has been forgiven is because Christ has paid the price. Jesus already paid the price for all of those sins. So what is the difference between the sinner and the saint? The saint has claimed that place; the saint enjoys that forgiveness and the sinner doesn’t. The sinner does not enjoy the forgiveness that is already his.

# 1 the forgiveness of sins, but here is the division where many Christians never come into the fullness of it and Paul enlarges on it in the nest few verses. #2 it is according to the riches of his grace; redemption has given to us the riches of His grace. The riches of His grace is far more than just the forgiveness of sins. That is just the very beginning of what God has given to u in Christ. There is a difference between the provision of forgiveness and the possession of it. On the Cross, Jesus Christ dealt with the sin of the entire world. 2 Corinthians 5:19 states that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. This means that from God’s side of the table, the debt of the human race has been canceled. The price paid by the blood was sufficient for every sin ever committed. However, a gift must be received to be enjoyed. The sinner remains in a state of spiritual death not because God is holding their sins against them, but because they have not yet received the life that is found in the New Creation. The saint is simply a person who has accepted the legal reality and believed that Christ established that for everyone. While forgiveness is the doorway, it is not the destination. Many believers stop at the door, living their lives only focusing on the fact that they are forgiven. 

Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; But Paul says that redemption is according to the riches of His grace. If forgiveness is the canceling of a debt, the riches of His grace is the depositing of an infinite fortune into our account. Ro 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. This describes this as the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness. To have the riches of His grace means you have been given: the Life of God: Not just a clean record, but the very nature of the Father. We have been given the Mind of Christ: As seen in Eph 1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; this grace abounds in wisdom and prudence. We have been given joint-heirship which many refuse: Everything that belongs to Christ now belongs to the New Creation. The riches of his grace is so extensive that V7-14 comprise only two sentences. But these two sentences and all of these thoughts are so connected; they describe to us, at least in part, of the riches of His grace. Eph 1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Wherein means His grace and Paul begins to describe for us what are the riches of His grace.

As we go down through these different things, we want to point out that these are spiritual blessings. Again there are many Christians who do not realize what spiritual blessings actually are. I will read Eph 1:7-14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; V8 The riches of His grace provide the believer with a spiritual mind. God did not just save us and leave us in ignorance; He lavished His grace upon us by opening our spiritual eyes. True wealth includes the knowledge of how to live and the wisdom to understand eternal things. 9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: The riches of His grace are seen in God’s willingness to share His secrets with us. By making known the mystery of His will, He treats us as confidants and sons rather than servants. It is a sign of great wealth and favor when a King reveals His inner purposes to us. This pertains to the riches of His grace because it shows that God’s favor has elevated our status, giving us access to the very heart and plans He desires for us.10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 

This verse shows that the riches of His grace are powerful enough to heal the entire universe. The plan to gather all things together in Christ is the ultimate display of grace’s reach. It demonstrates that God’s favor is not just for the individual, but is a wealth that will eventually repair every bit of damage caused by the fall and the sick spell of the earth. Grace is the unifying force that brings total order out of chaos. 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: Here, the riches of His grace are defined as an inheritance. We have obtained a position where we share in the very assets of Christ. This moves us from being forgiven to being legal heirs. Predestination in this context means that God’s grace has pre-calculated a fortune for the new creation that cannot be lost or diminished, because it is based on the counsel of His own will. 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. The riches of His grace are intended to make us a display of His glory. When we live as those who first trusted in Christ, we become the evidence of how wealthy God is in mercy. A person’s glory is often seen in the excellence of what they produce. 

By transforming us into holy and blameless people, God’s grace proves its own staggering value to the rest of creation. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. The riches of His grace include the gift of absolute security. Being sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise is like God placing a divine lock on His treasure. This shows that the grace which saved us is also the grace that keeps us. We are not left to protect our own salvation; the wealth of God’s grace provides the Seal of the Spirit to ensure we remain His purchased people forever. 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. The Holy Spirit is the earnest or the down payment of the total inheritance. This gives us a taste of heaven right now. The Spirit’s presence in the believer is a small portion of the infinite wealth we will experience in the ages to come. It serves as a guarantee that the same grace which renewed our spirits will eventually redeem our bodies, completing the full distribution of the riches of His grace. The word earnest in verse 14 is a beautiful link to ancient marriage customs, specifically the betrothal or engagement period. 

The riches of His grace are not just a legal inheritance, but a relational commitment from the Bridegroom to His Bride. In the culture of the Bible, when a man and woman were betrothed, the groom would give the bride a gift called an arrhabōn (the Greek word for earnest). This was a down payment or a pledge. It was more than a promise; it was a piece of the actual marriage price given in advance. By giving us His Spirit, Jesus has committed Himself to the marriage union. It serves as a spiritual engagement ring, proving that He intends to return and complete the ceremony. This pertains to the riches of His grace because God did not just send a message of love; He gave a part of Himself as a guarantee of His return. While all believers are part of the family of God, the New Testament speaks of a special group, the Full Overcomers often referred to as overcomers. The Bride is not merely a follower; she is the help meet who walks beside the Lamb. This is based on the law of the first creation where Eve was not made to follow behind Adam, but was taken from his side to walk as his equal companion. The relationship between Jesus as the Bridegroom and the full overcomers as the Bride involves a deeper partaking of grace: Just as Eve was taken out of Adam; the Bride of Christ is formed out of the life and nature of Jesus. 

To partake in this grace means to live entirely out of the New Creation nature, refusing to be defined by the old Adamic life. Revelation 19:7-8 says the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. This readiness is not based on human works, but on the fine linen which is the righteousness of saints. This righteousness is the very grace of Christ woven into the believer’s daily conduct. For the full overcomers who constitute the Bride, the earnest of the Spirit is not just a promise of survival, but a training in companionship. While the world is still in its fallen state, the Bride is learning to walk in step with the Groom. Partaking in this grace means: refusing the Old Nature: Recognizing that the Adamic life has no place beside the Lamb. It is living out the holiness and wisdom mentioned in Ephesians 1:8 right now. By walking beside Him, the Bride reflects the praise of His glory more than any other part of creation. She is the evidence that God’s grace was powerful enough to take a human being and elevate them to a position of equal standing in the Beloved. This side-by-side walk is the fulfillment of being accepted in the beloved, where the Bridegroom’s acceptance and the Bride’s acceptance are one and the same. 

The earnest of the Spirit in verse 14 is the ultimate seal of Divine love that refuses to let go. When Paul speaks of this guarantee, he is describing the lengths to which God has gone to prove His affection. This is not a cold legal contract; it is the passionate commitment of a Bridegroom who so loved His Bride that He gave her His own heart as a down payment until He can return to claim her fully. God’s love is so great He was willing to put His own life on the line. In ancient times, if a man gave an earnest and did not return to complete the marriage, he forfeited that gift. By giving us the Spirit, God has pledged His very self to our future. This pertains to the riches of His grace because it shows that His love is a risk-taking, all-consuming devotion. The riches of His grace are most visible in how this love prepares the Bride. Our Bridegroom loves His bride enough to provide everything she needs for her wedding day. That’s why, Jesus provides the new nature so that we can walk beside Him. This is the richest Riches of His Grace! Come Bridegroom, come soon!
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