Ephesians 2:8-22 June 4, 2026 Built Stone by Stone for the Hope of Glory!
Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. This means right now and it means more than just the initial salvation from the guilt of sin. It means deliverance of whatever we may need. Day after day, delivered in one way or another, not only from, but rather delivered to the marvelous majesty of God’s grace and power. It applies to initial salvation it goes far beyond that. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that (faith) is not of yourselves: the faith is the gift of God: God gives us the faith. Left to our own human nature, we wouldn’t choose God. He gives us the very faith we use to believe Him. Php 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. God gives us the desire (the will/faith) and the ability (the grace) to walk with Him. Another example is Hebrews 12:2, which calls Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. He writes the faith into our heart; we don't manufacture it. Then in Greek, the phrase “are ye saved” means a past action with ongoing present results. God doesn’t just save us from hell; He delivers us daily from anxiety, temptation, and despair and so forth. God doesn't usually reach down and magically zap these emotions out of our brains. Instead, He delivers us by giving us a new way through His Spirit. 

Anxiety is almost always rooted in a fear of the future and a desire to control outcomes we cannot control. God provides a peace that passeth all understanding (Php 4:6-7). The scripture doesn't say He changes our circumstances; it says He guards our heart and mind. When anxiety strikes, the Holy Spirit reminds us who God is. God never breaks His word. The Holy Spirit reminds our heart that God promised He would never leave us or forsake us. He is our Father, He loves us, and He is completely dependable. It’s the simple comfort of knowing that the One running the universe has our back. Through faith, we actively hand the burden over to Him. We realize that if God is weaving our life one stitch at a time, then today's scary event is just a thread He is already managing. It is the scripture in action: “Casting all your care upon him; for He careth for you.” (1 Peter 5:7). Deliverance happens when we literally drop the weight at His feet and refuse to pick it back up. Eph 2:9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. God gave us this gift. It is all of God. Our faith is because we simply believe God’s word. So that man would not boast and brag that he did it on his own. So, if God gives the faith, and the Holy Spirit provides the peace, why does my heart still pound with panic? How do I actually let the Holy Spirit do this when my human brain is short-circuiting? When anxiety strikes, our body's fight or flight response takes over. We can't just tell a chemical surge in our brain to have more faith. Paul knew this. He was deeply aware of human weakness (he wrote, the good I want to do, I don't do).

Paul’s practical remedy for this human weakness isn't to muster up fake emotional strength. Here is how Paul said we practically do this when we are too weak to lift it ourselves. Paul's remedy is in Php 4:6 Be careful (anxious) for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Look at the exact verbs Paul uses; he gives us a three-step remedy for anxiety the moment it hits. 1. Be anxious for nothing... In the original Greek, this is a command to stop an action already in progress. It translates closer to: Stop harboring anxiety. Paul isn't saying never feel the initial spark of fear. He is saying don't pull up a chair for it. The moment the chest tightens, we recognize it not as a sin, but as a signal to pivot. Step 2. The Practical Exchange: ...by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving... How do we let the Holy Spirit work? Notice the three specific words Paul uses 
for how we talk to God: Prayer: 

This Greek word specifically means coming close to God's presence. Before we even tell Him our problem, we just acknowledge Who He is. We look at the Father, not the storm. Then Supplication: This means crying out for a specific need. God doesn't want vague, polite prayers when we are panicking. He wants raw honesty. If we are terrified of losing our job or failing, say exactly that. Then next with Thanksgiving: This is the practical engine of faith. Why thanksgiving during a panic attack? Because gratitude forces our brain to remember past faithfulness. It proves to our anxious heart that the God who saved us yesterday is already in our tomorrow. Step 3 of Paul’s remedy for fear and anxiety. The Result is: ...the peace of God... shall guard your hearts! Notice the order: the peace comes after the raw output of prayer, not before. And that peace is described as a guard, which is a military term for a Roman garrison standing watch over a city. You don't manufacture the peace; the Holy Spirit stationed a guard around our mind because we hand Him the keys. Because we are weak humans, as you said, we need tangible ways to cooperate with the Holy Spirit when our emotions are overwhelming. Here is the daily, practical rhythm of Ephesians 2:8 and Philippians 2:13 in action:

Php 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. When we feel zero faith, pray the most honest prayer in scripture: Lord, I believe; help my unbelief! (Mark 9:24). Since faith is a gift from God, we can literally ask Him for the faith to trust Him in that exact second. Anxiety lives in a imaginary future (What if I fail? What if …). The Holy Spirit always anchors us in the truth of the present. Paul tells us how to manage our thoughts a few verses later in Philippians 4:8: Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right... It may be a scary scenario happening right now? No. What is true right now? God is with me closer than the air I breathe. 1 Peter 5:7 says casting all our care, which means to violently throw something onto something else (like throwing a heavy pack onto a beast of burden). When anxiety strikes, make pray with open hands and heart, saying, Holy Spirit, I cannot carry this outcome. It is yours. We don't get out of the anxious state by fighting the anxiety. We get out of it by surrendering our right to control the outcome. Philippians 2:13, it is God who works in you both to will and to do. On the days we are too weak to even pray properly, the Holy Spirit groans on our behalf. Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. We don't have to be strong; we just have to be willing to yield.

Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Because we recieve God’s grace, we now become God's workmanship. We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works and the result is good works. This is another marvelous provision that God has given us; created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. The Greek word for workmanship is poiema, from which we get our English word poem or masterpiece. We are God’s poetry in motion. Notice the order: Works do not save us, but we are saved for good works. They are the natural fruit of a supernatural root. God has already laid out a path of good works for us to walk in today; our responsibility is simply to step into them. Jeremiah 18:3-4 describes God as the Potter and us as the clay. When the vessel was marred in the potter's hand, He made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. God is constantly reshaping us, stitch by stitch, trial by trial, into the image of Christ. 
That is the good work which He has begun in us and He will complete it.e has begun in us and He will complete h
 We know that it took God 7 days to create this world. He didn’t create it all in one day. He doesn’t create everything in our lives all in one day either. Our spiritual life days consist of 7 days. God wants to produce all seven of those creative days in our spiritual experience. Day 1: The Separation of Light from Darkness. Before salvation, our lives are without form, and void (Genesis 1:2). Then, God speaks: Let there be light. This is the day of our awakening. God exposes the darkness of sin and shines the light of the gospel into your heart. 2 Cor 4:6: For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts. Day 2: Dividing the waters in the atmosphere. God separates the waters above from the waters below. In our spiritual life, this is the stage of discernment. God begins to separate the heavenly things from the earthly things in our minds. We begin to understand the difference between operating in the Holy Spirit (above) and operating in the flesh (below). Day 3: Dry Land and Fruitfulness. Earth appears and immediately brings forth grass, herbs, and fruit trees. Spiritually, this is where we take root. We are no longer tossed around like shifting seas; we stand on the dry land of God's Word, and our lives start producing the first signs of visible, spiritual fruit (love, joy, peace). 

Day 4: Appointing the Sun, Moon, and Stars. God creates the lights to rule the day and night and to mark the seasons. In our walk, this represents spiritual maturity and guidance. God establishes stable authorities and truths in our lives to guide us through our bright seasons and our dark nights of the soul. We learn to navigate by His light, not our feelings. Day 5: Life in the Seas and the Air. God creates birds to fly above and fish to move in the deep. This represents expansion and liberty. The believer begins to soar above earthly trials (like an eagle) and move deeply in the deep things of God's Spirit, rather than just living a surface-level Christian life. Day 6: The Creation of Man in His Image. The ultimate climax of creation is man made in the image of God. Spiritually, this is the ultimate goal of Ephesians 2:10. God is shaping us, stitch by stitch, until we look exactly like Jesus. It is the full maturity of the new man inside us. Colossians 3:10: ...and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. Day 7: The Sabbath Rest. God rests, not because He is tired, but because the work is perfectly complete. This is the ultimate destination of our spiritual experience on earth. It is the place where we cease from our own human striving, our own worrying, and our own legalistic efforts, and we completely rest in the finished work of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 4:10: For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. The word workmanship means a product or a fabric; something built, or woven, or knit and that is what happens in our lives. 

God builds them really a stitch at a time. He doesn’t do it all in one day. All the blessing and the trials are all by Him. These He uses one stitch at a time. He does it all in Christ Jesus. He doesn’t do anything apart from Christ. We are created in Christ Jesus and the result are good works. Only that which God is a part of can be classed as good. Think of a little toddler drawing a picture for their parents all over the wall with a crayon. To the toddler, it’s a masterpiece. But to the parents, it’s a mess because it wasn’t done the right way or with permission. The world does a lot of good things (like giving money to charity), but if they are doing it to brag, or without God, it’s not good. Good works only happen when God is the one inside us doing the work. We are created in Christ Jesus, and as we let Him develop Christ in our lives, He opens up the works for us to do. That is all we have to do is simply walk in what He has already ordained for us.

Eph 2:11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands. There was such a prejudice that the Jews had against the Gentiles which is reversed today, the Gentiles have such a prejudice against the Jew. Eph 2:12 That at that time ye (Gentiles) were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: Before Jesus died on the cross, we Gentiles were completely left out. We didn't have God’s promises, we didn't know the true God, and when we died, we had zero hope. Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. Christ Jesus is the one that makes the difference in the life of the Jew and Gentile alike. This is the door of Hope open for the Gentiles at Calvary by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Then another provision that God has made for us is, we are made nigh by the blood of Christ. God has brought us close to Himself because of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the fellowship that God has provided for us in Christ. The words made nigh mean brought really close. How did the people standing outside in the freezing rain get inside the house? Jesus opened the door. His blood paid for our entrance. 

Now, we aren't just guests; we are part of the family. Eph 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us. This another provision which is the oneness of Jew and Gentile. It is known as the Church. There is no such thing as a Gentile bride. The bride is going to come out of the Church and the Church is composed of both Jew and Gentile. Paul will most definitely be a part of the bridal company and Paul was a Jew. The middle wall of partition that separated the Jew and the Gentile was the law. The law was never given to the Gentiles but it was given to the Jew. That law became a real source of contention and division between the Jew and the Gentile. But Jesus abolished that law or the enemy of that law in His own flesh when He died on the cross. He took the law down into death with Himself. The reason He did it; for to make in himself of twain (that’s Jew and Gentile) one new man, so making peace. So God is the one that joined these two together in the Church. Eph 2:15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; In the Jewish Temple, there was a literal stone wall. The Gentiles were allowed on one side, and the Jews on the other. If a Gentile tried to cross that wall, the guards would kill them. 

It was a wall of division. Paul says Jesus broke that wall down. Eph 2:16 And that he might reconcile both (Jew and Gentile) unto God in one body (that is the Church) by the cross, having slain the enmity (the enmity of the law) thereby: Eph 2:17 And came and preached peace to you (Gentiles) which were afar off, and to them (Jew) that were nigh. Peace has been made, not only between Jew and Gentile, but between God and man. God has given the same provision to both Jew and Gentile because of Christ. It is this closeness and this oneness that we have in Christ in the Church today. Eph 2:18 For through him we both (Jew and Gentile) have access by one Spirit unto the Father. God has made us all one in Christ Jesus. We can all have these wonderful spiritual blessings. Because of Jesus, every single believer a child of the same Father. The old walls are gone, and we are all one big family with equal access to everything God has to offer. In Eph 2:19–22, the Apostle Paul uses three vivid, real-life figures (or illustrations) to show how completely God has unified Jewish and Gentile believers into one group. Eph 2:19 Now therefore ye (Gentiles) are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; Paul uses the picture of a city, state, or country. 

Before Christ, Gentiles were like illegal immigrants or traveling foreigners who had no rights, no protection, and no passport. But now, they are fully part of God's family. There are no second-class citizens with God. Jew and Gentile share the same heavenly nationality. God identifies the Gentile now as a fellow citizen. In the Old Testament, the Gentiles were referred to as the uncircumcised heathen. But now there is a change. We are now citizens of that heavenly city. Then secondly, we  Gentiles are of the household of God. We are no longer considered those who are outcasts. Eph 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; He is talking about both Jew and Gentile of being a part of this house. And notice, we are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. This is very important because we read in 1Co 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. It was the apostles and the prophets that laid that foundation. Then in 1Co 3:10 Paul says, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. Eph 2:21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: This is the third way of being a part of God. We are portrayed as a building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord. 

This is the secret of God’s way. He doesn’t come out and put up a modular building. This is something that He builds very painstakingly stone by stone (not brick by brick).God does this little by little. He presents it here framed together. Something that grows does take time and that is what God is doing. In the Bible, bricks usually represent human effort, pride, and making everyone look exactly the same (cookie cutter). Stones represent God’s creation, individuality, and His personal shaping. The very first-time bricks are mentioned in the Bible is at the Tower of Babel. The people wanted to build a giant tower to make a name for themselves and reach heaven on their own power. Genesis 11:3 And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. They used bricks instead of stones. Bricks are man-made. Every single brick comes out of the kiln looking exactly the same. It is a system where humans force everyone to fit into the same mold through human effort. God doesn't use molds. He creates individual, unique stones. God wants unique individuals woven together by His grace. Paul describes a magnificent stone temple being built piece by piece. How it shows Unity. God doesn’t use identical, pre-made modular parts. He takes rough, unique, individual stones (individual believers) and shapes them to lock perfectly into one another. 

The Apostles and Prophets laid the groundwork by writing down the scriptures. This work is finished; the foundation is set. There are no official apostles and prophets today. Because the foundation has already been laid. God is not bringing any new truth into this world. Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone. Jesus and His word must be the center of everything. In an ancient building, the cornerstone was the most important rock. It was placed first, and every other stone in the entire building had to line up with it. If a stone didn't align with the cornerstone, the building would be crooked. When Jew and Gentile align with Jesus (the Cornerstone), they are fitly framed together. They lock into place to create one giant, living temple where God's Spirit lives. Eph 2:22 In whom ye (Gentiles) also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. The Church is the habitation of God. This is what God is doing in our lives today, making us a part of that wonderful building that He ordained in Christ even before the foundation of the world. The word habitation means a place of dwelling. 

Do all saints let the Lord truly dwell in their lives? No. They do not allow God to build in their lives. Most of the building going on in the Church today is wood, hay, and stubble, which when the fire hits it will be burned up. The Lord Jesus lives inside a person, how can they stay completely unchanged, worldly, and indifferent to God’s Word? Because they do not allow God to build in their lives. God is a gentle Master Builder, not a dictator. He will not force His way into the rooms of our hearts if we lock Him out. Scripture uses very specific language to explain exactly how a person can have the Holy Spirit inside them but show absolutely zero change in their daily walk. Paul warns us in these scriptures. Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 1Th 5:19 Quench not the Spirit. To grieve means to make someone deeply sad. Because the Holy Spirit loves us, our messy, practical walk breaks His heart. To quench means to pour water on a fire. The Holy Spirit wants to burn like a fire in our lives, changing our habits, our speech, and our desires. But when a person ignores God's Word and refuses to walk the practical walk, they are throwing ice water on the Holy Spirit. The fire goes out, the power is lost, and the person stays exactly the same.

Can a person be a true Christian and refuse to change? According to Paul in 1Cor 3:15, yes: If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. They smell like smoke, their hands are completely empty, and their entire life was a waste of wood, hay, and stubble because they never let the Master Builder do His work. They trade a glorious, eternal inheritance for the cheap, temporary comfort of doing things their own way. Paul warns believers of a sloppy, sinful life; they will forfeit their inheritance. Ga 5:19-20 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; and he names them. He says, of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Because Jesus finished the work on Calvary, we don’t just coast along without effort. The Apostle Paul never separates our position in Christ from our practical daily walk in this life. The Book of Ephesians is split in half to prove this: Chapters 1–3: Our heavenly provisions (Who we are in Christ). Chapters 4–6: Our practical walk (How we must live on earth). The very moment Paul finishes talking about the provisions, he starts Chapter 4 with a urgent command: 

Eph 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. Paul says, Because we have all these spiritual riches, get up and live a life that matches our high calling! There is a difference between entering a kingdom and inheriting a kingdom. Salvation gets us into the Kingdom by grace. But our inheritance, our authority, our rewards, our crown are tied to our practical walk. 1 Cor 3:12–15 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest... because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work... If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. Wood, Hay, and Stubble are cheap, easy, and grow on the surface. This represents the lazy Christian walk. It looks like a big life on the outside, but it has no spiritual depth. When the fire of God’s holiness tests it, it turns to ash. So many today facing the trials of life collapse because they have not been taught or have not yielded to the word of God in a practical walk. They enter heaven empty-handed. Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones are deep under the earth. They take prayer, desire, responsibility, action, yielding, and daily obedience to dig out. This is the practical walk, letting God change our habits one stitch at a time. 

Fire doesn't destroy gold; it makes it pure. This builds an eternal inheritance. Many saints do not allow God to truly dwell or build in their lives. Paul explains that since the Lord lives inside us, we cannot treat our daily lives like a spiritual trash can. 1 Co 6:19–20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple [habitation] of the Holy Ghost which is in you... and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body... Then 2 Tim 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. If an earthly important person comes to live in our house, we change how we act and we clean up the rooms. How much more when the Holy Spirit moves in! A practical walk is simply us cleaning the house so the Master can comfortably live and work through us. The teaching that denies a practical walk is a shortcut of the flesh. Yes, salvation is secure in Christ. But our daily walk determines our inheritance. Every time we obey God, whether in temptation, or something that is hard, we are handing the Master Builder gold, silver, and precious stones. We are building a beautiful habitation for Him today, and securing a glorious inheritance for eternity. 

We are saved entirely by God’s grace through a faith He gave us, leaving zero room for human pride. God doesn't manufacture identical factory bricks; He is a Master Stonemason, painstakingly building His Church stone by stone and custom-fitting our unique life one stitch at a time through every blessing and trial. By smashing down every wall of division, Jesus has given us equal access to the Father as part of His family. However, having all these heavenly provisions means we must maintain a practical, daily walk. If we treat the Holy Spirit like a guest rather than the Lord of the house, we risk building a superficial life of wood, hay, and stubble that will burn away. We don't live a holy life to get saved, but because we are saved; so let the Master Builder, Jesus Christ have full control of His habitation today for eternal inheritance is here right now. It is Jesus Christ, our hope of Glory! Colossians 1:27 anchors everything back to the Cornerstone. Jesus is the beginning, the middle, and the end of the entire building process. Col 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory!
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