Ephesians 3:9- 21 June 18, 2026 The Multi-Colored Wisdom and the Open Door!
Eph 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: God wants us to participate in the fellowship of the mystery. Christianity and running for the prize is not something we can do from the sidelines. We must participate in it. The marvel of God and of the Holy Spirit was this message that Paul preached was hidden in the Old Testament all along. As spiritual as the Old Testament saints were, they were not given the eyes to see it because it wasn’t time yet. But when the fullness of time has come, God threw back the veil and it was Paul that saw this marvelous Church age and the message hidden in the Old Testament. Once we see it, we can see it throughout the Old Testament. We see the marvelous message of Christ right from the Garden of Eden. It is in type. Adam was a type of Christ and Eve was a type of the bride of the Lamb. Their experience is a type of the redemption that we have in Christ. V8 of our previous study tells us what this mystery is. Eph 3:8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; It is the unsearchable riches of Christ that Paul defines as this mystery. 

For thousands of years, there was an insurmountable wall between Israel (God's chosen people) and the Gentiles (everyone else). The mystery is that the cross completely leveled that wall to create something entirely new: The Church. It wasn't just that Gentiles would be saved; it was that they would have equal standing as fellow heirs in the exact same spiritual body, with no second-class citizens. Col 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: We can see the fellowship of the mystery as an open invitation to jump out of the bleachers and onto the track to run for the prize. When we really see this mystery, we want to participate. How can we not do anything else! We realize that Christianity isn't a spectator’s sport or a weekly ritual; it is a living, breathing union with Jesus Christ who gave us everything. As 1Cor 2:9-10 reminds us, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.... but God has uniquely revealed them to us by His Spirit.

Eph 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. To the intent; God had a purpose then and He has one now. That now, means during this Church age; now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places. It is the Church that is spoken of here because the Church is the one that is seated in the heavenlies in Christ. The Church is the heavenly body of Abraham’s seed, just as Israel is the earthly body of Abraham’s seed. Then, might be known by (a better word is through) the Church the manifold wisdom of God. That is exactly what God is doing. God is putting His wisdom on display in us who are of the Church and He is putting it on display to the principalities and powers. God is showing Satan himself even through our lives the manifold wisdom of God. Because the devil from the very beginning has been against God and has tried to destroy God’s masterpiece. He has never and will never be able to do it. And God is putting us on display as an absolute proof of His manifold wisdom. The Church is supposed to be, not just a weekly meeting or a social club; it is supposed to be God's Church, on display to a watching supernatural universe. 

It is incredibly easy to look at the fragmented state of the modern Church, with its thousands of denominations, theological infighting, and cultural scandals, and feel a deep sense of frustration and burden. It seems completely disconnected from the glorious, unified, masterpiece that Paul describes in Ephesians. If the Church is supposed to be displaying God’s brilliant, multi-colored wisdom to the universe, why does it often look so fractured and weak on earth? The answer lies in understanding the difference between the Church as God sees it, versus the Church as humans have institutionalized it. We realize that Satan’s strategy is always to attack the Church. The Bible speaks of the Church in two ways: the visible institution and the invisible reality. The visible is what we see on the street corners, denominations, buildings, church politics, and organizational structures. Because it involves humans, it is subject to human egos, cultural prejudices, and spiritual immaturity. Denominations often form because humans prioritize being right over being united in the Spirit by the truth. The second way that the Church is described in the Bible is as a Spiritual Body. Paul is talking about this in Ephesians. It is not a building or a brand; it is the living organic unity through the Holy Spirit and the word of God through every true believer across the globe, bound together by the Holy Spirit. Man looks at the outward labels (Baptist, Methodist, Pentecostal, Non-denominational), but God looks at the heart. 

In the spiritual realm, the multi-colored wisdom of God is not displayed through our perfect organizational structures; it is displayed through the fact that broken people from every tongue, tribe, and background are genuinely transformed by the grace of Jesus Christ. I used the term multi-colored wisdom why? The Apostle Paul uses manifold wisdom of God in Ephesians 3:10. This is a rare, highly descriptive word. In olden times, it was used to describe things that were multi-colored, variegated, or intricately woven together. It described a rich tapestry, an intricately embroidered royal robe, or a multi-faceted diamond that catches the light and flashes different colors from every angle. By calling God’s wisdom multi-colored, Paul is telling us that God's genius is not a flat, one-color line. It is a brilliant, multi-layered, multi-colored masterpiece. Note about the multi-colored wisdom of God and what it looks like. The Multi-Colored Colors of Grace - Think of a single beam of pure white light passing through a glass prism. As it passes through, it bursts out into a brilliant spectrum of individual colors, reds, blues, greens, and purples. God’s wisdom and grace operates exactly like that prism. The white light of His eternal purpose passes through the prism of Jesus Christ and splits into thousands of different expressions of Divine grace to meet every human need. 

To the guilt-ridden soul, God's wisdom and grace manifests as crimson mercy and forgiveness. To the brokenhearted, it manifests as the soothing green of healing and peace. To the confused, it manifests as the brilliant gold of divine guidance and truth. No matter how dark or complex our specific problem is, God has a specific shade of wisdom perfectly colored to match and overcome any obstacle we face. That is Divine Grace! Then there is The Weaver’s Tapestry and The Mystery Hidden in the Back - If we look at the back of a beautiful hand-woven tapestry, it looks like an absolute mess. It is a tangle of loose threads, knots, and mismatched colors that seem to make no sense. But when we flip it over to the front, we see a flawless, breathtaking picture. For thousands of years in the Old Testament, God was weaving the back of the tapestry. When all the principalities and powers looked down, all they saw was random, disconnected threads: They saw a bloody lamb sacrificed in Egypt. They saw a brass serpent lifted up on a pole in the wilderness. They saw a shepherd boy named David fighting a giant. They saw a prophet named Isaiah crying out about a Suffering Servant. They did not understand!

To the devil and his angels, these looked like fragmented, threads of events. They couldn't see how the threads connected. But at the Cross, God flipped the tapestry over. Every single random thread perfectly converged to form the image of Jesus Christ redeeming the world. This was God's multi-colored wisdom that took the messy threads of human history and wove them into a seamless garment of salvation. We have the Multi-Colored Fabric of the Church - The most tangible display of this multi-colored wisdom on earth is the Church itself. In the ancient times, people stayed with their own kind. Jews stayed with Jews, Greeks with Greeks, masters with masters, and slaves with slaves. Society was strictly segregated by culture, class, and race. God’s multi-colored wisdom shattered those boundaries. He took people who had absolutely nothing in common, different colors, different cultures, and different social status, and knit them together into One Body. But today it is deeply heartbreaking, isn't it? What a contradiction of our time. God designed the Church to be the one place on earth where human prejudice goes to die. Yet, when we look around today, it often feels like hate, and division have taken the steering wheel, even within religious circles. 

If God’s wisdom shattered these boundaries 2,000 years ago, why are we still hurting from them today? When Jesus died on the cross, He legally broke these terrible things. Paul wrote about this in Ephesians 2:14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us. The wall is legally down. However, human beings still possess what the Bible calls the flesh, our old human nature. Naturally, human beings have fear of the outsider, pride in our own group, and the desire to feel superior to someone else. These are settings of the fallen human heart, that old nature. True unity in the Church requires active spiritual effort. It requires dying to ourself daily, practicing humility, and letting the Holy Spirit rule our mind by the word of God. When Christians stop walking in the Spirit, they automatically default back to the flesh. They build back the very walls that Jesus bled to tear down. The ultimate expression of this multi-colored wisdom is God's ability to take the very worst things the enemy throws at us and weave them into something beautiful. When Satan engineered the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, he used his dark wisdom, if you can call it wisdom, to make up betrayal, political corruption, religious jealousy, and brutal murder. He thought he had won. 

But God’s multi-colored wisdom in Divine Grace took the ultimate act of human and demonic evil and turned it into the ultimate act of redemption. He does the exact same thing in our life today. The enemy brings a dark, painful thread into our life; a trial, a heartbreak, or a failure. But God’s multi-colored wisdom and grace takes that dark thread, knots it into His grace, and uses it to weave strength, empathy, and character into our spiritual robe. God doesn't just stop the devil; He makes the devil's attacks backfire to fulfill His own glorious purposes. That is the multi-colored wisdom of God. Satan knows he cannot stop God from saving individuals, so he does the next best thing: he weaponizes things to paralyze the church’s collective witness. Satan changes the focus: He shifts the Church's gaze away from seeking those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Instead Satan gets the church to focus onto earthly things. Satan uses what I call echo chambers: He creates an environment where people only listen to those who look, think, and vote like them, fanning the flames of fear and suspicion toward anyone outside their circle. When the world looks at a Church that is just like the rest of society, the world concludes that the Gospel has no real power. People naturally gravitate toward comfort. 

It is easier to go to a church where everyone shares your exact culture, musical taste, income level, and political outlook. It takes no spiritual effort to love people who are exactly like them. But Jesus said: Lu 6:32 For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. The multi-colored wisdom isn't seen when a room full of identical people get along. It is seen when a rich man, a poor man, a black man, a white man, and an Israelite can sit at the same table, break bread, and genuinely love each other as brothers because they share the identity in Christ which is infinitely bigger than their earthly differences. While it feels like hate has taken over the visible church, it is vital to remember that the enemy's victory is an illusion. Just as in Elijah's day, when the prophet thought he was the only one left, God whispered that He had a remnant who hadn't bowed the knee to Baal. 1Ki 19:18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. Today, outside the camp of the visible Church that is caught up in Satan’s trap, there is a quiet, movement of true believers who are living out the multi-colored fabric of the Church. The hate we see today is the dying of a defeated enemy. 

There are those who are taking our place on the race track, running for the prize, and showing the watching principalities that God’s multi-colored wisdom of the true Church cannot be defeated by human hatred. The devil has tried to destroy God’s masterpiece from the beginning. Since he cannot destroy Christ, and he cannot undo the cross, he attacks the Church’s witness. If the supernatural universe is supposed to look at the Church and see God's wisdom, Satan’s goal is to muddy the glass so they can’t see through it. He does this through: Sowing Tares: Jesus warned in Matthew 13:24-30 that the enemy would plant tares (counterfeits) among the true wheat. Much of what the world scorns as the Church today is actually the religious, institutional shell, not the true, spirit-led believers. The multi-colored wisdom of God is His grace in living color. It is an active, brilliant force designed to transform every negative thread of our human experience into something profoundly positive. The multi-colored grace custom-matches every human need. God’s grace does not offer a generic, one-size-fits-all answer to our pain. Just as white light splits into a beautiful spectrum of colors through a prism, Christ, God’s multi-colored grace adapts to meet us exactly where we are. If we are drowning in guilt, His grace meets us as the crimson color of total forgiveness. 

If we are walking through grief, it meets us as the soothing, peaceful green of divine comfort. If we are paralyzed by anxiety, it meets us as the bright, steady gold of supernatural strength. It means no matter how unique or dark our problem is, God has a specific, positive light of grace perfectly designed to match and overcome everything we face. His grace is a multi-layered, multi-colored, an unstoppable reservoir of goodness that ensures no matter what life throws at us. The final picture of our life will be a masterpiece of His glory if we let Him and yield to His working hand upon us. So, again all that in Eph 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. Eph 3:11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: The Church, and the Gentiles, and the Jews together, were not an afterthought with God. God purposed all of this in Christ before the world ever began or even before He even created Adam. It was God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus. His purpose was to visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. we were included in the purposes of God. 

Now it is neither Jew nor Gentile but all that are born again have this same opportunity to be a full over comer, just believe. Eph 3:12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him. With confidence means, we know that we have a right into the very presence of God. We do not need to come tentative before God, but we come with every confidence and boldness before Him. And once again it is by the faith of Him, that He gives us. That faith is a gift of God and we come to God with the same faith that Jesus came with when He came before His Father. First, we see how Paul pulls back the veil on the sacred mystery (God’s master plan). Then, he shows how this plan puts God’s multi-colored wisdom on display to the entire spiritual universe. Now, Paul brings it right down to our personal, daily life. Because of this master plan, we have an, open-door relationship with the Lord of the universe. Note the three positive gifts packed into this one verse: boldness is a gift, access is a gift, and confidence is a gift. Boldness meant freedom of speech or the right to say anything. It was a privilege reserved only for free citizens of a Greek city-state; a slave or a foreigner could never speak boldly or openly to a king. Paul is saying that because we are in Christ, our status has completely shifted. We are no longer a stranger, an outsider, or a spiritual slave in fear. When we pray, we don’t have to walk on eggshells. We don’t have to carefully phrase our words out of fear that God will reject us. We have the divine right to speak openly, and honestly with our Heavenly Father. 

We can bring Him our doubts, our hurts, and our messy realities with complete freedom of speech. Then the word for access means an introduction or secured entry. It was used to describe an elite official; a king's favorite prince would take a common person by the hand and personally usher them directly into the royal throne room. (access). Because of Christ, that veil was torn from top to bottom. Jesus takes us by the hand and personally ushers us into the presence of God. The door is permanently unlocked. We never have to wonder if God is in or if He is too busy for us. We have an all-access to the Father. Then the word for confidence means a deep, unshakeable trust and security. Notice where this confidence comes from. The verse says, by the faith of him (or through faith in Him). Our confidence to walk into God’s presence doesn't depend on how well we performed today. It doesn't depend on whether we had a good spiritual day or a bad one. If our confidence relied on our faithfulness, we would approach God with hesitation every time we stumbled. But our access is built entirely on His faithfulness and what He accomplished on the cross. His perfect track record is what gets us through the door.

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. When we put this verse alongside the multi-colored wisdom we just talked about, it paints a stunning picture. The dark principalities and powers are watching the universe, and what do they see? They see a human being, made of dust, once broken by sin, walking straight into the holy presence of God with their head held high, speaking freely, completely secure in the Father’s love. That is the practical reality of the mystery that Paul tells us here. We aren't watching God from the sidelines; we are invited directly into His inner chambers. Eph 3:13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. Paul was not fearful. He knew that it is why God chose him. It was to deliver this message to us. Wherefore; Because of this message that I have declared to you in these last few verses; all of these things that I have told you about the provisions and purposes of God. Because of all of this, I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. Why? Because this is the very purpose why God chose Paul. Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

15 Of whom (of Christ) the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;  17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, These prayers follow the pattern that Jesus gave when the disciples said Lord teach us to pray. Lu 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. Then Lu 11:2-4 is the pattern prayer and it is not the Lord’s Prayer as some teach. The Lord’s Prayer is found in John 17.  There are principals of prayer that can be applied to our lives. The first principal is our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. This is praising the Lord first and that is what Paul did here. Notice how He gives honor unto Christ. Eph 3:15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. That is giving authority and glory unto Christ Himself. He is the reason why this prayer is affective. We can gain much by consulting the way the Apostle Paul prayed. Look at how Paul starts: For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father... Jewish people traditionally prayed standing up with their hands lifted to heaven. Kneeling was a posture reserved for intense, deep emotion, complete surrender, and absolute reverence before a King. But notice, Paul falls to his knees in total awe, yet the person he is addressing is the Father.

This perfectly mirrors the pattern Jesus taught: Our Father, which art in heaven...Paul balances breathtaking reverence with intimate family closeness. He isn't begging a distant, cold God; he is appealing to a loving Father. Hallowing the Name of whom the whole family... is named; By stating that the whole family in heaven and earth is named after Christ, Paul is doing exactly what Jesus commanded: Hallowed be thy name. To give a name in the ancient times meant to claim ownership, responsibility, and authority over someone. The family in heaven which are the saints who have already run their race and are now with the Lord. Then the family on earth which are every true believer alive today. Paul is declaring that we all wear the family name of Jesus Christ. We belong to Him. When Paul anchors his prayer in the authority and glory of that Name, he is reminding us that the prayer is effective not because of Paul’s goodness, but because of whose family we belong to. Praying for the inner man; most of our modern prayers are for outward circumstances: Lord, fix my finances, heal my body, change my boss, smooth out my day. But notice the shift in Paul’s apostolic pattern. He doesn't pray for the Ephesians’ outer circumstances to change; he prays for the inner man. 

Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man. Paul knows a fundamental truth of the Christian running for the prize: If we are strong on the inside; it is pr new man that no storm on the outside can break. He asks God to pour supernatural power into their inner man, our spirit, mind, and will, out of God's limitless supply (the riches of his glory). Then Paul settles the Heart in verse 17, Paul prays That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. Now, this can be confusing at first glance. Weren't the Ephesians already saved? Didn't Christ already live in them? Yes! But the Greek word Paul uses for dwell here doesn't mean to visit like a guest in a hotel; it means to settle down, take up permanent residence, and make oneself completely at home. Paul is praying that Jesus wouldn’t just be a resident in a dark corner of their hearts, but that He would have free reign over every room of their thoughts, their ambitions, their secret desires, and their relationships. 

Eph 3:18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; Why does he use architectural, terms to describe the love of Jesus? Because he wants us to know that no matter where we go, we cannot outrun or exhaust the love of God. The Breadth is wide enough to reach across every human barrier. It is the multi-colored fabric of the Church we talked about. The Length extends from eternity past to eternity future. It is a love that never quits, never gives up on you, and runs through all our life's race. The Depth reaches down into the darkest pits of human failure, depression, and despair. This is the valley experience. There are so many lesson we are never going to learn outside of the valley. No matter how low, Christ’s love goes deeper to lift us out. All of the tremendous fruit and all of these wonderful blessings of fruitfulness are not all on the mountaintop. They are down into the depths of the valley. The Height lifts us up to the heavenlies, seating us with Christ and securing our eternal destiny. It is the mountaintop experience. No person is going to be able to survive just going continually through the valley. We are promised as we are there in Psalm 23; though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil. 

There are lessons that we simply cannot learn any other way. Paul presents the love of God as a giant cube; and that cube corresponds with different phases and expressions of our experience; he wants us to understand what is the breadth of the love of God; Ps 18:19 (the Lord)  He brought me forth also into a large (Breadth) place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me. It tells us of the prosperity and the blessings of the Lord. The word length means extremity when we come to the end of our rope so to speak. When we have exhausted all of our own resources. This is where we learn the lengths to which the love of God will go in order to minister unto us. So He leads us through all of these different experiences and it is to comprehend with all saints. We interact with other saints in order to fully understand and know the fullness of the love of God.  Eph 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. We cannot learn the love of Christ out of a book. We learn it by experience (to know it); the depths even by experience because it passes knowledge. 

Then we come to the place that ye might be filled with all the of fullness or completion. The way to be filled with all the fullness of God is to be filled with divine love. Eph 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. Paul closes this prayer, by glorifying the Lord. God will never cease to receive praise for His wondrous grace shown unto man?  Eph 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. Paul ends this chapter with Amen.  Chapters 1–3: are The Wealth of  provisions, and spiritual riches in Christ. We are told to sit down and receive. Chapters 4–6: is the Duty to walk in them. It is the practical, and they focus on our daily conduct, relationships, and warfare. We are told to get up and walk. We cannot flip the order. If we try to live Chapter 4 (the practical walk) without being anchored in Chapters 1–3 (the spiritual provisions), we will end up exhausted, and defeated. We cannot do what God asks us to do until we fully realize who God has made us to be!
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