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This chapter describes the next part of submission. Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Eph 6:2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) Paul means we must give it first priority. If we look at the Ten Commandments this is not the first one. But Paul says make it your first priority. Eph 6:3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. In vs. 1-3 children, vs. 4 parents, vs. 5 servants, and vs. 9 Masters. Paul uses these natural relationships to further illustrate our spiritual lives under authority. These are at different stages of maturity or rank in our lives. We must be obedient to the Lord’s leading. In Ephesians 5:18, Paul says, Be filled with the Spirit, and what follows in chapters 5 and 6 is the natural fruit of that Spirit-filled life. Submission to God-ordained authority isn't human willpower; it's the outward evidence of the Holy Spirit inside us. In V2 when Paul says honor thy parents, the first commandment with promise, he isn't saying it is the highest priority over loving God, which is the primary summary that Jesus noted in Matthew. Mt 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 

In Ex 20:12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee. This is the very first commandment that connects a specific, personal promise to its obedience (that thy days may be long upon the land). In Luke 2:41–52, twelve-year-old Jesus went to Jerusalem for Passover. Though He was fully God and possessed wisdom far beyond the religious leaders in the temple, Scripture notes in Luke 2:51: And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them. Even the Creator of the universe submitted Himself to His earthly parents, leaving a clear model of Spirit-led humility for every child. Eph 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This is still and expression of the infilling of the Spirit. Be ye filled with Spirit by being submissive in all these ways. This verse describes how parents are instructed to raise their children in this darkened world. Note it is a child not an adult son or daughter. Parenting in a fallen world is not about producing well-behaved moralists for society; it's about teaching young hearts to come to know the love Jesus Christ.

Eli in 1Samuel 2–4 was a High Priest who personally served God, but he failed to correct his sons, Hophni and Phinehas. 1Samuel 3:13 tells us of God's judgment on Eli's house. It was because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. Eli's lack of parenting led to family tragedy and destruction. His failure was active headship and divine boundary-setting for his sons. Eli was not just bad at parenting; in God's eyes, it was a form of idolatry. By tolerating his sons, Hophni and Phinehas's blatant corruption, stealing raw meat from sacrifices before it was offered to God and committing sexual immorality at the door of the Tabernacle. Eli effectively placed his sons' desires and feelings above God’s holiness. In 1Samuel 2:23–25, Eli says to them: Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear...Notice what is missing: It was the official authority that he needed to exercise: Eli wasn't just a father; he was the High Priest and a Judge in Israel. It was his sworn duty to remove ungodly priests from ministering at the altar. Then there was no restraint: He scolded them verbally, but 1Samuel 3:13 it states, he restrained them not. A gentle warning to grown men engaged in sacrilege and abuse of power was tragically inadequate. By partaking in the meals provided through his sons’ corruption, Eli became complicit in their sin. His lifestyle silently tolerated the very abuse he verbally condemned. 

In 1Samuel 2:34 And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall die both of them. 1Sa 4:11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. When the news reached Eli that the Ark was captured and both his sons were killed on that single day, 98-year-old Eli fell backward off his seat, broke his neck, and died (1Samuel 4:17–18). This is one of the most sobering displays of divine judgment in the Old Testament. What does this tell us today as believers? Eli’s house was judged first because those closest to God are held to the highest standard. Peter explicitly states this for the New Testament church: 1Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? Ga 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. This is one of the most serious principles in all of Scripture. To mock God does not mean simply making fun of Him; the Greek word literally means to turn up the nose at or to treat God’s word, authority, and holiness with contempt. 

When leaders teach falsehood, redefine sin, or twist Scripture, they are acting as if God does not see, does not care, or is powerless to enforce His Word. One of the traps of Satan is when false teachers often mistake God's patience for approval, because God is long suffering. Because divine judgment isn't always immediate, they grow bolder in error. But Peter points out that God did not spare the rebellious angels, the ancient world during the Flood, or Sodom and Gomorrah. He will certainly not spare those who corrupt His truth and lead His people astray. Just as Eli and his sons corrupted the sanctuary in Shiloh, modern church leaders risk exposing the church to God’s refining judgment when they lead believers into ungodly doctrines and moral errors. Eli’s main failure was a leadership failure. The New Testament repeatedly warns that those in leadership positions face a stricter, more exacting judgment from God. James 3:1 My brethren, be not many masters [teachers/leaders], knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. Then Paul outlined the requirements for church leaders (elders and deacons) in the New Testament, he essentially wrote a standard designed to prevent another Eli scenario:

1Timothy 3:4–5 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?). Paul directly ties a man's spiritual authority in the church to his willingness and ability to discipline and manage his own household. This was the very thing Eli failed to do. But also note: Managing one’s household is the testing ground or prerequisite for church leadership, but it is not the sole qualification. If a man manages his home well but fails to shepherd and protect God's church from moral and doctrinal poison, he is failing at the second half of what Paul tells us. In fact, he is acting worse than Eli: Eli failed in both home and sanctuary, but some pastors today enforce order at home while deliberately abandoning order in God’s house! Paul instructs us in 2Ti 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. Pastors who allow open sin in the church under the flag of grace are not preaching the Gospel; they are setting up their congregation, and themselves, for the very judgment of God that Peter warned about. Paul tells us of the danger of sharing in other men’s sins. By failing to restrain Hophni and Phinehas, Eli became complicit in their wickedness. Paul warns Timothy against this exact form in 1Timothy 5:22. The New Testament reaffirms that while God is abundant in grace, He remains a consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29). 

Leaders, parents, and believers are called to active faithfulness. We are to love people enough to set boundaries, correct error, and place the honor of God above all earthly relationships. Why is God's judgment so severe against those who teach error? Because false doctrine does not just harm the teacher, it poisons the hearers. False doctrine leads people into a false sense of security, convincing them they are in good standing with God while living in unrepentant sin. When we talk about the reverence for God and personal holiness being removed from church teaching or left out of the message, it means a preacher stops telling people that God is holy, stops warning about sin, and stops calling believers to live clean, obedient lives. Instead, they only talk about God's love and forgiveness, leaving out the parts of the Bible that command us to turn away from evil. When believers are not taught to stay away from sin, they walk right into traps, bad relationships, destructive addictions, ruined marriages, and dishonest habits. It is because nobody warned them that those things are deadly. When a pastor ignores the fear of God and personal holiness, he is taking away the spiritual armor God given to us to protect our lives. 

That is why Paul teaches us the provisions in Ephesians 1-3 and why he is teaching us how to walk in those provisions in Ephesians 4-6, so that we can use those provisions to put on the whole armor of God. When a pastor leaves out reverence and holiness, this breeds in young leaders a parrot response with the exact same messages. The entire congregation slowly begins to speak and think in the same compromised way. This is not accidental. In the Apostle Paul’s writings, we see the exact mechanism of how false doctrine, once introduced at the top, systematically replicates itself through an entire church meeting. Paul’s Gospel, explains this tragic progression: The reason young leaders and church members start sounding like a parrot is people imitate their spiritual fathers. Paul understood the power of imitation, and that is why he frequently told his young disciples (like Timothy and Titus) and his churches to imitate his life and doctrine: 1Corinthians 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 2 Timothy 1:13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me... When a senior pastor preaches a compromised gospel, the younger leaders look up to him as their primary model. They copy him because they assume he represents biblical truth without searching the scriptures for themselves. 

When the leader of a church serves poisoned bread, the younger leaders learn how to bake the exact same poisoned bread and serve it to others. Paul tells us of leaven (yeast) to explain how a corrupt idea or an unaddressed sin quietly spreads until it completely transforms the whole environment. In Galatians, Paul was telling them they were listening to a distorted gospel. He warned that if we allow even a small distortion of truth into the church, it will eventually ferment and corrupt the mind of every person sitting in the pews. Satan is the ultimate architect and master deceiver behind the entire system. Satan’s strategy against Adam and Eve had three distinct steps. They are the exact same steps false teachers use today: #1Cast doubt on God’s Word. Genesis 3:1And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? Satan subtly raised the question: Did God really say that? Today, Satan uses leaders to whisper: Did God really mean we have to live a practical holy walk? Is God really that strict about sin? #2 Deny the consequences of sin. Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die... This was the first great lie told to humanity. God had warned that disobedience leads to death (Genesis 2:17). Satan directly contradicted God by promising immunity from judgment.

Leaders are telling people, they can ignore personal holiness, and you will not surely die, your salvation is secure. They say, you will not lose your salvation, that’s true Jesus paid it all, but they are teaching people that sin consequences for our daily walk. # 3 is false discernment. Genesis 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods... Satan framed disobedience as freedom and false discernment. Today, leaders leave out the reverence or the fear of God. This is done by not teaching what Paul said in Eph 4:1 by walking worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. The vocation Paul speaks of is the high calling of God, united with Christ, and indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Paul teaches us that in Chapters 1–3: The Believer’s position is what God has done for us in Christ. That is our Vocation. Then is chapters 4–6: The Believer’s practice is how we are to live in light of that, which is our practical Walk. To walk worthy of our vocation, or in our position of what God has done for us in Christ, means to live a life of practical holiness, humility, unity, and obedience that matches the glorious position Jesus bought for us on the Cross. 

From Genesis to Revelation, Satan’s primary strategy has never changed: he destroys people not by openly opposing God at first, but by subtling corrupting what God actually said. Jesus called Satan a liar, and the father of it (John 8:44), and why Paul urged believers to put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles [schemes] of the devil (Ephesians 6:11). Note how Jesus spoke when He addressed the religious leaders of His day who substituted human traditions for God's commandments: Matthew 15:13–14 Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. How does the Judgment of error unfold? Scripture outlines how God judges those who mock Him by twisting His truth: It is by spiritual blindness and strong delusion: When men persistently teach error or lies, they are rejecting truth. God often gives them over to the very deception they promote. They end up believing their own error or lies. 2Th 2:10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 3:13–15 that every teacher’s work will be tested by fire. Teaching built on cheap, corrupt materials (wood, hay, stubble) will be burned up entirely.
As with Eli’s house, God eventually strips away the façade of corrupt leadership, exposing false motives to safeguard His true remnant. To teach error while claiming to represent God is to treat Jesus as if He were blind, deaf, or indifferent. But God is not mocked. His truth endures forever, and every teacher will stand before Him to give an account for every word preached and every soul influenced. Note the opposite which is the faithful nurture of Lois and Eunice in 2Timothy 1:5; 3:14–15. Young Timothy grew up to be a strong pastor and missionary. Paul credits Timothy's mother Eunice and grandmother Lois, who instilled the faith in him from early childhood through teaching him in the Holy Scriptures. Eph 6:5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; We do need the infilling of the Spirit in order to do this because there are some difficult masters or bosses in this world. But we are to be subject to them according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, how? As unto Christ; It is as we do it unto the Lord we attain this place as full overcomers. 

This is how attain to the rank of' the Bride of the Lamb. It is in singleness of heart unto the Lord. This continues the momentum from Ephesians 5:18 (Be filled with the Spirit). Eph 6:6 Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart; Eyeservice is performing only when an earthly supervisor or authority is watching. It is God who sees what we do. Eph 6:7 With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: This good will means a good attitude. It is an attitude of the heart. The Holy Spirit changes not just what we do, but the spirit in which we do it. We are to please the Lord with our life. Eph 6:8 Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. This is where we must realize that even though we are working for a man, we are doing it unto the Lord. Our money and sustenance and our reward come from the Lord. Refer to Colossians 3:23–24 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. Then, 1Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

Eph 6:9 And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him. Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. This is the 4th part of being filled with Spirit. The power of His might is be filled with the Spirit and there is a very special reason for that. The word “finally” is key. It is not just an ending transition; it is the summary and application of everything Paul has been building since Eph 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit. In Ephesians 6:6–10, Paul brings his teaching on Spirit-filled relationships to its ultimate height, bridging our daily conduct on earth directly into spiritual warfare. The momentum that began in Ephesians 5:18 (Be filled with the Spirit) moves through the home, into the workplace, and finally onto the spiritual battlefield. When Paul calls us to serve with good will or a right attitude in V6 and then to be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might, V 10; he is making an important connection. Spiritual strength is not a sudden emotion we come up during a crisis. It is built daily as we yield to the Holy Spirit in the ordinary routines of life. 

We serve from the heart, trusting God for our true reward, and walking under His authority. Why is being filled with the Holy Spirit the secret to His Might? Paul does not say be strong in ourself or be strong in our own will. He says, be strong in the Lord. Why? Because human strength cannot stand against spiritual forces. Spiritual strength is not a sudden panic button we push when a crisis hits; it is the natural, accumulated result of absorbing God's provisions Ephesians chapter 1-3 and exercising them daily in our practical walk Ephesians 4-6. If we skip Chapter 1–3, we have no spiritual nutrition. If we skip or do not teach Chapters 4–5, we have no spiritual muscle. And if we have no nutrition and no muscle, we cannot wear or lift the heavy armor of Chapter 6. Le 11:3 Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat. We must have a parted hoof (separated walk) and we. must chew the cud. (eat the word of God). We have to have both a separated walk and the provisions of the word of God. Before Paul tells us to do anything, he tells us what God has already done. This is the food or the provisions that nourish our spiritual identity: You are blessed with all spiritual blessings (Eph 1:3).You are adopted, redeemed, and forgiven (Eph 1:5, 7). You are sealed with the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13). You are seated with Christ in heavenly places (Eph 2:6).

Then Paul prays in Ephesians 3:16 that God would grant you: to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man. This inner strength comes from knowing, meditating on, and eating these truths until they become part of our spiritual DNA. Then eating food does no good if it isn't digested and used to build muscle. When we yield to the Holy Spirit in difficult situations and trials in this life, we are exercising our faith. We are turning the provisions of grace into practical spiritual stamina. Grace is a power. Now look at how Paul introduces the armor in Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Notice the word finally. Paul does not start his letter with Put on the armor of God! He puts it at the very end. Why? Because we cannot stand against demonic powers if we haven't been using or eating the provisions of the word of God or practicing righteousness in our daily walk. This reveals the fourfold progression of the Spirit-filled life in Paul's letter. Spirit-filled worship and thanksgiving (Ephesians 5:19–20). Spirit-filled harmony in marriage and family (Ephesians 5:21–6:4). Spirit-filled integrity and goodwill in work/labor (Ephesians 6:5–9). Spirit-filled power for spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10–18). 

We cannot jump straight to step 4 (Spirit-filled power for spiritual warfare) without steps 1, 2, and 3! The believer who learns to surrender to the Holy Spirit in the small, simple areas of life, submitting to parents, raising children gracefully, working with goodwill under a tough boss, treating subordinates with fairness is the very believer who becomes rooted in the power of His might. Victory over the enemy on the battlefield begins with Spirit-led submission in the home and workplace. If a soldier, in the natural, sits on a couch, eats zero food, builds zero muscle, and never exercises, putting heavy iron armor on him will only crush him. He will collapse under its weight! In the same way, a believer who disregards or does not use the provisions (Chapters 1–3) and refuses a practical walk of holiness (Chapters 4–5) cannot suddenly put on the armor in a day of crisis. They won't even know how to hold the Sword of the Spirit because they never practiced using it in daily life. Refer to 1 Peter 2:2: As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby. Hebrews 5:14: But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. Notice the phrase by reason of use. Muscle is built when spiritual food is combined with exercise (use). 

Paul told Timothy: 2Ti 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. A soldier's endurance is built on the training ground, long before he reaches the battlefield. Ephesians 1–3 is the FEAST: We eat the glorious truths of what Christ has provided. Ephesians 4–5 is the EXERCISE: We put those provisions into practice by walking in holiness, submission, truth, and love. Ephesians 6 is the BATTLE: Having eaten well and trained hard, we stand firm in full armor when the enemy attacks. Without Chapters 1–3, we have no strength. Without Chapters 4–5, we have no training. But with both, we are fully equipped to stand against the wiles of the devil and remain standing when the battle is done. When like in Leviticus 11, we chew the cud and have a separated walk, we are being built for the battle and we follow Paul as he followed Christ, when he said 2Ti 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. We are being built for the Battle!


1

