Exodus 1-2 June 24, 2025
Page 1
Exodus means a going out, and it is named because the nation of Israel is delivered from Egyptian bondage. Moses is the central figure here, and is typical of Christ who came into the world to deliver mankind from the bondage of sin and Satan. Like Jesus, he was born under the decree of death and was rejected at first by those whom he would later deliver. Exodus is the beginning of the nation of Israel. God began dealings with them on the basis of the blood of the Passover lamb. He led them out of Egypt through the Red Sea and He destroyed their enemies behind them. Other miracles followed, as He gave them bread to eat and water to drink. God’s dealings were upon the basis of grace; but Israel desired to be under law rather than grace. The book of Exodus is about the deliverance of Israel from Egypt; but it also deals with redemption. Redemption, is the dominant subject of Exodus. In Numbers we have the walk and warfare of the wilderness. It is a typical representation of our experiences as we pass through journey where we encounter sin and trial. We will see failures, and we also see God’s long-suffering and faithfulness. 

The opening verse of Exodus carries us back to what is recorded in the closing chapters of Genesis, where we read of Jacob and his family settling in the land of the Pharaohs in Egypt. When they came to Egypt, because of Joseph they were welcomed in Goshen, which was the best of the land of Egypt, (Gen. 47:6). But they did not dwell there in peace and comfort for very long before they began to suffer. It would seem that about thirty years after their entrance into Egypt a spirit of hate began to be manifested toward them. Maybe this hate was produced at first, from the fact that they were shepherds (Genesis 46:34); now they will be subjected to hard bondage in the days of the new king which did not know Joseph. They only enjoyed about thirty years of peace in Goshen. But they were harshly treated in Egypt for four hundred and thirty years.  What was God’s reason for allowing Israel to spend so long a time in Egypt? Why did He suffer them to be so cruelly treated? The purpose of God was that the descendants of Abraham should occupy the land of Canaan, which He had given to their father. But why should an interval of more than four hundred years elapse before this purpose was realized? It had to be this way to prepare Israel for their inheritance. 

Just as Joseph was sold into slavery, and carried down into Egypt, so in Egyptian slavery his brethren and their children suffered! This is a foreshadowing of the bitter experiences of Israel during these centuries that have passed. It was for their wicked treatment of that blessed One whom Joseph so typified, Jesus Christ! They, too, have reaped what they sowed. Israel delivered up Christ into the hands of the Gentiles, and so into their hands they also have been delivered. Christ was shamefully treated by the Romans, and the same people were employed by God to punish the Jews. Christ was cut off out of the land of the living, and from A. D. 70 Israel, too, has been cut off from the land of their fathers. The land of Egypt is a remarkable land. It is a little strip of country along a great river. The desert runs on both sides, and a little strip through which the river flows is Egypt. The Scripture name is not Egypt but Mizraim; and Mizraim means double straightness. This refers to the two strips, one on each side of the river. It shows Egypt as a continuous conflict between life and death. The river pictures the mercy of God being far off, because it rains in a far country which feeds the land. There is no rain that comes down there. Rain seldom falls in Egypt. The rain falls far off. It comes rolling down the mighty river, which waters the land. It speaks of being independent of heaven. This is just a picture, not in reality. 
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They do not look up for rain, but down. It is the very thing God points out in contrasting the land of Canaan with the land of Egypt. Canaan is Israel’s portion, drinks in the water and rain of heaven. Canaan is a land of dependence. Egypt is a land of independence. Egypt worships her river. Ex 1:7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. This was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Jacob, made as Jacob was journeying from Canaan to Egypt. And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation. And this was but a repetition of what God had declared to Abraham many years before in Genesis 12:2. How comforting this is to us today. 2Pe 1:4 Unto us are given exceeding great and precious promises, and these are the promises. We can rest then, with the confidence on the sure Word that this is forever settled in heaven by the Lord our God. Ex 1:8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. This new king did not know Joseph. Ex1:9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we: The children of Israel probably numbered about two million at this time. To be more numerous than the Egyptians seems unthinkable. Note attentively the wording of V9. And he (the new king) said to his people, not to the people. His people may have been different that Egyptian, we are not sure.

Ex 1:10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. He was worried that the Hebrews would fight against them. Ex 1:11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because of the children of Israel. How ineffective it is to fight against the purpose of God.  Pharaoh might think he is wise, but the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. (1 Cor. 3:19). God hath declared, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent (1 Cor. 1:19). This proved here, the more they afflicted the Jews, the more they grew. This also shows a principle which has been again and again in the history of Christendom. Times of the severest trial have always been seasons of blessing to the people of God. The more fiercely have burned the fires of persecution the stronger has faith waxed in our individual lives. Opposition cast us back more and more upon God. Persecution results in separating us from the world. 

Even though we do not like it, suffering refine us. We read this in the Ps119:67 Before I was afflicted, I went astray: but now have I kept Thy Word. The more we are afflicted, the more we grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord. Why is that? That is God’s ways! Ex 1:13 And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rigour: 14 And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour. That word rigour has a root meaning to break apart; fracture, i.e. severity:--cruelty, rigour.15 And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah: 16 And he said, When ye do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if it be a son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she shall live. We see and discover Satan against the Seed of the woman back in Genesis. Suppose this effort had succeeded, what then? 
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The channel through which the promised Redeemer Jesus Christ was to come would have been destroyed. If all the male children of the Hebrews were destroyed there would have been no David, and if no David, then no Jesus Christ. In this we see the children of Israel being afflicted which is an illustration of the world’s hatred for the people of God and hatred of Jesus Christ. 
We must know that if the hand of God be withdrawn for a short season, and even now, His people would be so afflicted too. Ex 1:17 But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive. It reminds me of Pr 21:30 There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the LORD. What comfort and confidence this imparts to us believers! If God be for us, who can be against us. Ex 1:18 And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said unto them, Why have ye done this thing, and have saved the men children alive? 19 And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto them. 20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 

21 And it came to pass, because the midwives feared God, that he made them houses. Here we have one more illustration of the law of sowing and reaping. These Hebrew midwives, who through fear of God had overcome the fear of Pharaoh, dealt kindly with the male children of the Israelites, and they were rewarded accordingly. God dealt well with them. God does not forget any work and labor of love which is showed toward His name or ministered to His people (Heb. 6:10). His promise is For them that honor Me, I will honor (1 Sam. 2:30). They saved the men children alive, and God made them houses, which, in the light of 2 Samuel 7:11, and 1 Kings 2:24, it  must mean that He, in turn, gave them husbands and blessed them with children. 22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive. We do not have to look very far to discover the vileness of Satan that was in this. At the beginning, God declared He would put enmity between the woman and her Seed (Gen. 3:15). Here we have a type of the woman in our dealings with Pharaoh. In type it is Israel, the one who was to bear the Messiah. Had Satan’s effort succeeded, and all the male children of the Hebrews slain, the channel through which the Savior was to come would have been destroyed. 

Ecclesiastes 8:11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. God bears with much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. Every opportunity is given to them to repent. The day of mercy is graciously prolonged for them; and if in the end they die in their sins, then their blood, unmistakably, is on their own heads. How God frustrated this last move of Pharaoh which we shall see in our next chapter. Ex 2:1 And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took to wife a daughter of Levi. 2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months. 3 And when she could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink. 4 And his sister stood afar off, to wit what would be done to him. 5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is one of the Hebrews’ children. 
Page 4
7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? All of God’s early dealings with Israel were transacted through Moses. Here we have the birth of Moses who was a prophet, priest, and king in one person. The king gave orders to the Hebrew midwives that whenever a male Israelite was born, he should be killed. But the evil designs of Pharaoh came to nothing. The mid-wives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men children alive. Finally, we are told that Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive (1:22). It was during this time and under such conditions that the future deliverer Moses of Abraham’s descendants was born. Hebrews 11:23 tells us, By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment. Faith cometh by hearing (Rom. 10:17): the parents of Moses must, have received a direct communication from God, informing them of what should happen and instructing them what to do. And they believed what God had told them and acted accordingly. 

It was faith which saw that the child was goodly (in the sight of God). It was faith which made them defy the king’s commandment by first hiding the child, later in placing him in the ark of bulrushes. It is true that in this instance it was grace and not by feelings but by faith they acted. When commanded to do so, we are to obey God against our natural affections. It was the same with Abraham when he was called to go out from the land of his birth and leave all his kindred behind; and then later, when he was called upon to offer up Isaac. So we ask where is the faith of Moses’ parents to be seen? The answer is: In overcoming the fear of the king and in trusting God’s protection for the preservation of their child. Notice their strength of faith was present by the selection of the place where the young child was put, after he could be no longer be hid in the home. The parents of Moses took him to the very last spot which carnal reasoning would have suggested. The mother laid him in the flags by the river’s brink! That was the very place where the babies were drowned! That would be the last place we would have chosen. In Hebrews 11:23 the faith of both parents is spoken of, while that of the mother’s is singled out here in Exodus 2 but his father receives particular mention by Stephen in Acts 7:20. 

It pictures husband and wife going hand in hand to the throne of grace and acting together in every good work. May Divine grace work in us like precious faith which overcomes all the fear of man. In the opening verses of our chapter we have a picture of salvation. The infant Moses was placed on the brink of the river, the place of death. It is so in salvation. Death is the wages of sin, and from this there can be no escape. Justice demands the execution of its penalty. But it is just at this point that the Gospel announces God’s gracious provision and tells us what we had never conceived for ourselves that life comes to us through death. Though Moses was brought to the place of death, he was made secure in the ark. And this speaks to us of Christ. It is important that the Hebrew word is used only here and in connection with the ark of Noah, which so clearly typified of Christ, who went down into death for us. The righteousness of God made the payment of sin’s awful wages, and so God’s spotless Son Jesus died; the just for the unjust; that He might bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:15). In Christ our Substitute, we too have been in the place of death as was the infant Moses. And note that as it was faith which placed him there, it is faith which identifies us with Christ. (Romans 6) Again; just as Moses was brought out of the place of death, so when Christ rose again, we rose with Him (Eph. 2:5,6).
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In the merciful provision which God arranged for the infant Moses (Ex. 2:4) we have the tender care of our heavenly Father for every babe in Christ. And, later, in the entrance of Moses into the household and palace of Pharaoh, we have foreshadowed the mansions on high, which are now being prepared for us! Ex2:5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by the river's side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. 6 And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and, behold, the babe wept. Ex 2:7 Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? 8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child's mother. 9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it. It was not by chance or accident that Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the river that day, for there are no accidents by the living God. Whatsoever happens in time is the outworking of His eternal decrees, Scripture says for Whom are all things, and by Whom are all things (Heb. 2:10). God is behind the scenes, ordering everything for His own glory; our smallest actions are controlled by Him. 

Jer. 10:23 O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. Big doors often swing on small hinges. God not only directs the rise and fall of empires, but also rules the fall of a sparrow. It was God who put it into the heart of this Egyptian princess to go to the river to bathe, and to that particular spot where the ark was amidst the flags. It was God who caused her to be moved with compassion when she saw the weeping child. And it was God who caused her to yield submissively to the suggestion of Miriam, and had its own mother to care for the little child. What a haven of rest this is; to know; that of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom be glory forever (Rom. 11:36). And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages. Moses’ own mother took the child, and nursed it (v. 9). This whole incident of the Divine safeguarding of the infant life of Moses shows us the blessed illustration of God’s preservation of we, His people. This is a fact that few believers are as thankful over as they should be. Even in his days as a babe, the Angel of the Lord encamped round about the infant Moses and delivered him!

Ex 2:10 And the child grew, and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew him out of the water.
Job 5:13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. Pharaoh thought he was dealing wisely with the Israelites, and yet, in the end, God makes him to give board, lodging, and education, to the very man which accomplished the very thing that Pharaoh was trying to prevent! Thus was Pharaoh’s wisdom turned to foolishness, and Satan’s devices defeated. Note Ac 7:22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. But his heart was not in these things. His believing parents had acquainted him with the promises of God to his forefathers. The time was not too distant when the Hebrews were to be delivered from the bondage and should journey to the land given to Abraham. Moses had heard, and hearing he believed. The result of his faith is described in Hebrews 11:24-26: By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. 
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 Ex 2:11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. Note the characters of Scripture are painted in the colors truth. They are described as they actually were. Moses was truly a wonderful character, with no ordinary faith; yet, the Holy Spirit has not concealed his defects. Moses was in too big a hurry. He was running before the Lord. God’s time had not yet come to deliver Israel. Another forty years must yet run their course. Moses was impatient and acted in the energy of the flesh. 
Ex 2:13 And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? 14 And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known. 15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well.

Moses’ eye was not on God but on the fear of man. He thought Pharaoh might take vengeance upon him, he fled to Midian. This is true from the human side, but we cannot ignore the overruling Wisdom of God. The Lord’s time for delivering Israel had not yet arrived; and what is more to the point, the act of Moses was not at all in accordance with God’s plan. God caused this to become known, both to his own brethren and to the king. God taught Moses a lesson and here is the lesson for us. We cannot get ahead of God. Ex 2:16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters: and they came and drew water, and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 17 And the shepherds came and drove them away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 18 And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so soon to day? 19 And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough for us, and watered the flock. 20 And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? why is it that ye have left the man? call him, that he may eat bread.
 21 And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter.

Here again, God is working behind the scenes. When Moses stood up against those shepherds, single-handedly, shows plainly that the Lord was on his side. Moses was enabled to win the respect of their father. This shows how the Wisdom of God opened to Moses a home during his long exile from Egypt. So, we see again that God makes all things work together for his good. Ex2:21 And Moses was content to dwell with the man: and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 22 And she bare him a son, and he called his name Gershom: for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange land. 23 And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. Note this thread throughout our studies in Genesis and now in Exodus with Moses; we have had death a resurrection throughout our studies which pictures our redemption in Christ. For God wants us to see how we have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. We had the death of the animals that were slain by God to cloth Adam and Eve in their nakedness. 
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Genesis 3 describes the fall of humanity, where Adam and Eve's disobedience leads to them being expelled from the Garden of Eden and the introduction of death as a consequence of sin. Death was never part of God's original design for creation. Then Genesis contains the Gospel, which is the first promise of the Savior who crushed the serpent's head (Genesis 3:15), foreshadowing the ultimate victory over sin and death through Jesus Christ’s resurrection.
Then the blood of Abel, shed by his brother Cain, also foreshadows Christ, whose blood was, in effect, also shed by his brethren. Heb 12:24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. But then we had Genesis 5:24 which describes Enoch's close relationship with God and his ascension to God without experiencing death, pointing forward to a company that will meet the Lord in the air without dying. Noah and the Ark - Because Noah prepared the Ark which endured the beatings of the Flood on its own structure, thereby protecting those within its walls, Noah’s family were delivered from the old world and emerged to a new life. Similarly, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new (II Corinthians 5:17). Like those in the Ark, we have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us. 

Heb 6:18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us. Then there was one of the most beautiful types in Genesis of Abraham and Isaac. By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac; Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. Then there was the story of Joseph, who experience suffering of death in a pit and then elevation to a position of power, which is seen as a type of Christ’s suffering and resurrection. Now we have Moses’s infancy, being placed in a basket on the Nile, as seen as a foreshadow of Jesus’s death and resurrection, with the water representing death and the basket symbolizing a form of ‘ark’ or protection. Moses’s later appearance with Elijah at the Mount of Transfiguration of Jesus further connects him to the resurrection and the divine promise of the new life. 

Mount of Transfiguration - Mt 17:1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. The Holy Spirit repeats messages in Scripture, not to be redundant, but to emphasize important truths. It help us learn, and ensures that we don't miss crucial lessons. This repetition, often through different voices, different people, or contexts, reinforces key concepts, and makes them more impactful. By meditating and studying these different verses and themes, throughout the Bible, we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts, leading to spiritual growth and transformation. The Holy Spirit uses repetition to guide us, reveal truth, and convict us of sin, helping us to align with God’s will. The Holy Spirit also reminds us of Jesus’s teachings and His words, helping us understand and apply them in our lives. 
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Why do we have this theme over and over throughout the Bible? Through these studies, we see over and over again how that our redemption has been fulfilled. This is the emphasis of Divine love to us, that He sent His Son Jesus Christ to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10). It was love that He would restore men after the Fall; There was no more necessity of setting up man again after breaking with God, than a new repair of the world after the destructive Flood of Noah’s day. But it was God’s love to the highest pitch, He would not only restore man, but rather than let us lie in our deserved misery, would punish His own Son to redeem us. It was purely God’s grace, which is His Divine love upon. Us who deserved hell. This was the cause that His Son Jesus Christ tasted death for every all of us. Heb 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
