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The eighth plague is recorded in Exodus 10:1-20. Ex 10:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart, and the heart of his servants, that I might shew these my signs before him: 2 And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's son, what things I have wrought in Egypt, and my signs which I have done among them; that ye may know how that I am the LORD. God’s work was not only for the sake of the generation of Moses and Pharaoh; it was also for your son and your son’s son. God does mighty works among us so that we can encourage generations to come. 3 And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve me. God is getting to the heart of the matter, God warned Pharaoh to humble himself or the worst plague of locusts ever seen would come upon Egypt. Pride was at the heart of Pharaoh’s problem; he simply didn’t want to give in to God. It’s an important question that God would ask to anyone: How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? 

4 Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, tomorrow will I bring the locusts into thy coast: 5 And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for you out of the field: 6 And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers have seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto this day. And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh. Locusts are one of the terrors of the East. They prey upon the crops, and consume all vegetation. This plague, came on the top of the destruction of the cattle, seriously threatened the food-supplies of Egypt. Refer to Ps 105:34 He spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number, 35 And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground. They came as God called them, and they left when God said. It is like the previous one, it definitely manifested the wrath of God. This plague, shows God's power and sovereignty over nature. 

Egypt has already been ravaged by seven plagues. The seventh plague has wiped out much of the vegetation and crops of Egypt. If locusts come upon them what is left. Egypt faces a situation of unparalleled difficulty with no way to feed the multitude of the Egyptians. History says that there were around 2.5 million people that lived in Egypt, with approximately one million in the Nile delta. The purpose of announcing this warning is to produce repentance and to show God’s glory. God wanted to pour out His grace and mercy. He was waiting for those to repent so He would pour out His blessing upon them. God does not want to destroy anyone, but many will refuse what He has provided for them in His Son Jesus Christ. The book of Revelation shows locusts which come from the Bottomless Pit, and the Anti-Christ is said to be their king. It would seem then that this plague of Pharaoh and the Egyptians with the locusts points to the yet future punishing of the lost Christ rejectors. The Lord said, in Mt 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: Ex 10:7 And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed? 
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Pharaoh's servants survived hail, they are now about to face locusts, they go bananas. And they said, Pharaoh, have you lost your mind? You are destroying the land before our eyes. The plagues are having an effect on them. But their hearts are hard. You remember God had said in verse 1, I have hardened Pharaoh,s heart, and the heart of his servants. Ex10:8 And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them, Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that shall go? 9 And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must hold a feast unto the LORD. 10 And he said unto them, Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and your little ones: look to it; for evil is before you. 11 Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that ye did desire. And they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence. Pharaoh wants Moses to leave the women and the children behind, because that gives some motivation for the men of Israel to come back to the land. But here God’s sovereignty is displayed even before Pharaoh’s servants. Moses will not compromise. God will not share His glory and His people with no one. Compromise with the world is not an option. 

This was surely a cunning wile of Satan professing willingness to let the men go if they would leave their little ones behind in Egypt. He would have a powerful hold upon them through their natural affections. For how could they have been done with Egypt as long as their children were there. And how can we be satisfied as long as our children and loved ones today are attached to the world. That breaks our hearts. And how many Christians there are who become entangled in this snare of the world. If the parents were to go into the wilderness, and leave their children in Egypt, that would only have been a half deliverance. That would be useless to Israel, and dishonoring to God. This could not be. If the children remained in Egypt, the parents could not possibly leave Egypt. Their children were part of themselves. The most that could be said in such a case was, that in part they were serving God, and in part Pharaoh. But God would have no part with Pharaoh. He should either have all or nothing. This is also a principle for Christian parents. It is our privilege to count on God for our children and to bring them up in the nurture of the Lord! And so this particular plan does not work out to leave our children to the world’s ways. 

Satan will always try to get us to leave something under his dominion. Everything must be consecrated and given over to the hand of the Lord. The Word of God is plain. Pr 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. For this the parents need to be daily seeking God, for wisdom and strength from Him. The training cannot start too early. Just as a wise gardener begins, while the trees are young and tender to train the branches, so should we begin with our children in their most tender years. God has declared, Them that honor Me, I will honor (1 Sam. 2:20). The first lines the Christian’s children should be taught are not nursery rhymes and fairy tales, but short and appropriate verses of Scripture. The first truths which need to be pressed upon the little ones is that God should be reverenced, loved, and obeyed. The child needs to know that he/she needs a Savior. That cannot be taught to them too early. Some may object and say they are too young to understand such things. But the answer is, Salvation does not come to any through understanding, but through faith. And faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. And to give the children God’s Word is the responsibility of every parent. We cannot transfer this duty to someone else. Not the Sunday-School teacher but the parent is the one whom God holds responsible to teach the children.
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Every part of our being and our substance must be dedicated to God. Ex 10:12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left. 13 And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day, and all that night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14 And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be such. 15 For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left: and there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in the herbs of the field, through all the land of Egypt. What’s going to happen when the locusts come into the land? There will be no greenery. It will be gone, and the food is going to be gone. There’s going to be nothing left to eat. Mass starvation and famine is going to occur. What does that remind us of? Remember when Jacob sent his sons to Egypt and Joseph was in charge of the food. 

This was Israel’s experience in Egypt when God provided food for them of Egypt’s food. It was the time of famine and food was provided through an Israelite. Now in God’s judgment, He is going to remove food from Egypt, and she will starve. What’s happening is that God is now removing the provision and blessing from Egypt. In the judgment of God, all the blessings of creation are reversed. Ex 10:16 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. Only God can read the heart. But we see the fruit that comes out of lying lips. Pharaoh did the same thing in Exodus 9:27-28. He said the words of repentance but he did not follow through with the actions. His heart was only hardened more after God showed mercy. Once again comes the easy confession of sin, and the shallow repentance that springs only from a desire to avoid the consequences. True repentance is a change of heart, leading to a turning away from sin and a turning towards God, with a genuine desire to live a life that honors Him. Pharaoh, at best, had a half-hearted repentance, also known as half-repentance. He wasn’t willing to fully turn away from his sin or change his behavior toward God. 

17 Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and intreat the LORD your God, that he may take away from me this death only. Remember that Pharaoh had driven Moses and Aaron from him (v. 11), telling them (it is likely) he would have no more to do with them. But now he calls for them again in all haste. Note that Pharoah said, I have sinned against the LORD your God. Was he really saying if affect, The LORD shall not be my God. Pharaoh really begs pardon, not of God but of Moses. At this point it is like going to the catholic priest and asking him to forgive your sin. It is counterfeit repentance. 18 And he went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the LORD. 19 And the LORD turned a mighty strong west wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the Red sea; there remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt. 20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go. Here once again God shows Pharaoh his mercy. It reminds me of Ro 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But here Pharaoh is given up to the lust of his own heart which prove too strong for him. 
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Now the ninth judgment which is darkness comes which always precedes death. Ex 10:21  And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. In the tribulation, men will feel the power and the pressure of the wickedness which will prevail, but Israel will be preserved in some measure. 22 And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: 23 They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. What a time of darkness there will be in the tribulation as far as the wickedness. In Ps 105:28 He sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled not against his word. The Psalmist in Ps 105 places this judgement of darkness first and then he describes the other 9 judgments why? The plague of darkness brought upon Egypt, was the most dreadful plague. It was put first of the ten in Ps. 105:28, though it was one of the last. Then in Re 16:10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain. Great pain is spoken of as the effect of that darkness.

Note: It was total darkness. I think even the lights of heaven were clouded for the Egyptians. V23, They saw not one another. Job 18:5 Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine. 6 The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him. The cloud of locusts, which had darkened the land (v. 15), was nothing compared to this. Spiritual darkness is spiritual bondage; while Satan blinds men’s eyes that they see not, he binds their hands and feet, so they cannot move towards heaven. They sit in darkness. Refer to 1Sa 2:9 He will keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength shall no man prevail. Pharaoh and his people had rebelled against the light of God’s word, which Moses spoke to them. Therefore, they are justly punished with darkness, for they loved it and chose it rather than the light of God’s word. The blindness of their minds brings upon them this darkness. Never was the mind so blinded as Pharaoh's, never was air so darkened as Egypt’s. The Egyptians and this world by its cruelty would have extinguished the Lamp of Israel, (Christ) and quenched our Light for the Lord. Justly, God put out their lights. Let us dread the consequences of sin; if three days’ darkness was so dreadful, what will everlasting darkness be? 

Remember what Paul said of spiritual darkness in Romans 1:28 Because they do not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gives them over to a reprobate mind. Their foolish heart is darkened. They grow continually more blind and more ignorant, more incapable of seeing and understanding the things of the Spirit, since these are spiritually discerned. Their senses not being exercised by reason of use to discern both good and evil. They lose the power of discernment, and put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter. There is no light that is within them. The conscience becomes darkness, how great is that darkness! They grope as the blind in darkness (Deuteronomy 28:29). They have no clue to the real nature of the universe of which they are a part, or of the world in which they live. They are mentally sightless. The devil has blinded them. Pray for our loved ones that do not know the Lord! Note: The children of Israel, at the same time, had light in their dwellings in the land of Goshen. This is the power of God above the ordinary power of nature. We share in these mercies and we owe all our thanks to God for them. He could have distinguished it, and withheld that from us. He makes His sun to shine on the just and unjust; and He could change that in a moment. 
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Therefore, we are  indebted to Him for His mercy. The Lord’s favor is upon us. We walk in the light when others wander endlessly in thick darkness. We are the children of His Light. We believers are the ones for whom light is sown, and whom the day-spring from on high visits. When God made this difference between the Israelites and the Egyptians, who would not have preferred the poorest cottage of an Israelite to the finest palace of an Egyptian? There is still a real difference, between the house of the wicked, which is under a curse, and the habitation of the just, which is blessed. It reminds me of Pr 3:3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart. Ex 10:24 And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. Moses knew that if they did not take their cattle or everything with them that Israel would want to come back. Therefore we must commit everything unto the Lord so that there will not be any desire to return. Jesus said where your treasure is so there shall your heart be also. We must not leave anything in the clutches of the Devil. Note how Satan first tried to keep them in the land, then to keep them near the land, next, to keep part of themselves in the land, and finally, when he could not succeed in any of these three, he tried to send them without any ability to sacrifice and serve the Lord. 

Pharaoh said, let your flocks and your herds stay here. If he could not keep the Israelites, he would try to keep their ability to worship the Lord with nothing for the sacrifice. If Satan could not convince them to sacrifice in the land, he would send them out of the land without sacrifices! 24 And Pharaoh called unto Moses and said, Go ye, serve the Lord, only let your flocks and your herds be stayed. This was Pharaoh’s last compromise. Mark the word only again! This is the distraction of a divided heart. It is the effort to try and get them to serve two masters. Demas was caught in this trap in 2Ti 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Then, so were Ananias and Sapphira. The danger is very real. Where our treasure is, there will our hearts be also (Matthew 6:21). If our possessions remain in Egypt (world), so will our affections. The flocks and herds of Israel were the principal part of what they owned here in Egypt. They speak of our earthly possessions. The issue raised is whether or not God has a title to all that we have. In the light of the Word, nothing that we have is really ours. It is committed to us as stewards. 

The Devil’s plea is give yourselves to God if you must; but do not consecrate your possessions to His service. Look at the wealth of many who bear the name of Christ. How it has piled up and surely it is in Egypt! How much of it is held as a sacred trust for Christ? Is not the greater part of it used to gratify self! Ex 10:25 And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the LORD our God. 26 Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we know not with what we must serve the LORD, until we come thither. Observe two things; Not an hoof must be left behind. Not an hoof means, that all that I have and who I am is held at the disposal of the Lord. Note also, that Israel would not know the full Divine claims upon their responsibility until they reached the wilderness. The mind of God could not be discerned so long as they remained in Egypt! We too must seek the grace daily to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we have been called. I do not think Israel knew the full concept of what the Lord had in mind until they left Egypt. What numbers and kinds of sacrifices would be required they did not yet know, and therefore they must take all they had. Note, 
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With ourselves, and our children, we must devote all our worldly possessions to the service of God, because we do not know what God will use or make of what we have, nor in what way we may be called upon to honor God with it. Ex 10:27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go. 28 And Pharaoh said unto him, Get thee from me, take heed to thyself, see my face no more; for in that day thou seest my face thou shalt die. 29 And Moses said, Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more. Moses was forbidden to meet Pharaoh any more, as he had been used to do, by the river’s side: In that day thou seest my face, thou shalt die. This is madness! Had he not found that Moses could send a plague to him without seeing his face? Or had he forgotten how often he had sent for Moses to heal him and to take away these plagues? To threaten Moses with death who was armed with the power of God was madness. Note how the hardness of heart and contempt of God’s word will bring men to. Moses takes him at his word Moses did not come anymore, till he was sent for. What do we learn from this chapter. 

Life, strength, health, intellect, the power to act, the capacity to enjoy, the ability to think, speak, write, are God’s gifts, given abundantly on the human race. And, for the most part, they are held continuously. At any moment any one of them could be withdrawn; but, as it pleases God to make them constant, they are scarcely viewed as gifts at all. Creation, preservation, daily sustenance, even health, are taken as matters of course, which come to us naturally. They are not considered to be, as they are, precious gifts given upon us by God. Then God pours out His Spiritual benefits to us. Atonement, redemption, reconciliation, accomplished for us once for all by our Lord Jesus Christ’s death upon the Cross. Because of the cross, we have pardon, assisting grace, spiritual strength, given to us continually. But they are ignored and forgotten. How few say, with David, Ps 103:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. Let us be men and women who say, come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath done for my soul! But with many, soon all this fades away and grows dim. The vivid remembrance passes from thought. But let us never neglect to speak of what God has done for me. Let use tell it in the ears of my sons, and of his son's son, what things God did for me. He works his works of mercy and of power for the very purpose that men may tell of them and have them in remembrance. May we teach them to our sons and daughters and their sons and daughters.  May they and us keep them as tokens upon their hands, and as frontlets between their eyes. May we tell them to the following generations. Ex 13:16 And it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt. (the world). Again; De 11:18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. The fruits for God’s people of His judgements upon His enemies. 
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The plagues of Egypt were to be an example to all the generations of Israel (Exodus 10:2), even to this day. The plagues drew the people nearer to God. They were his: and He gave Egypt for them. The trials deepened our trust and reverential fear toward God. These were the prophecies of how God will sanctify his people in the latter days. God sanctifies his people now. How? Ro 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. Israel’s long waiting and suffering is stored up power of God for the future. The night of trial makes the day of deliverance brighter and more fruitful.
