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This is the tenth Judgment is death. Ex 11:1 And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. Ex 11:2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbor, and every woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. 2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbor, and every woman of her neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. That word borrow is really not an adequate word. The Hebrew means demand, desire, earnestly enquire. When God, was going to take His people out of Egypt He made the Egyptians feel the resulting loss. In like manner when the saints are all raptured out of this world with Christ into the air, the world will probably feel that all true blessing and enlightenment has departed from it. 
The Israelites, before departing, were to ask their Egyptian neighbors for jewels of gold and silver that they possessed, and they were to receive them. 3 And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 

Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people. This was the fulfillment of the promise made by the Lord to Moses at the burning bush. He said, And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty (3:21). And it was also the fulfillment of one of the promises which God made to Abraham four hundred years earlier. It was said, And also that nation, whom they shall serve will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance (Gen. 15:14). This is very blessed. We may forget every promise we have ever made as men and women, but God never forgets His promises. You can stand on that word. When you see a promise that God has made, He will fulfill it. The question is which side of the promise will people be on? No word of God can fail. Here in our chapter, for many long years the Hebrews had been a nation of slaves, and as they toiled in the brick-kilns there were no outward signs that they were likely to leave Egypt, let alone with great substance. But we, the people of God, are not to walk by sight, but by faith. How this fulfillment of God’s ancient promise to Abraham should show the certainty of Him making good on all His promises to us! 

The Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Here God manifested His absolute sovereignty. From the natural standpoint there was every reason why the Egyptians should hate the Israelites more than ever. Not only were they, sheep herding people, which was an abomination unto the Egyptians (Gen. 46:34), but it was the God of the Hebrews who had so severely plagued them and their own land. It was due to God’s all-mighty power, moving upon the hearts of the Egyptians which caused them to now regard His people with favor. Similar examples were with Joseph and Potiphar (Gen. 39:3), Joseph and the prison-keeper (Gen. 39:21) Daniel and his master (Dan. 1:9). Let us learn from these passages that when we receive kindness from the hands of the unregenerate, unsaved people, it is because God has given us favor in their sight. Abundant opportunity had been given to Pharaoh to repent of his wicked defiance. Warning after warning and plague after plague had been sent. But he still hardened his heart. One more judgment was appointed, the heaviest of them all, and then not only would Pharaoh let the people go, but he would drive them out. It was time to fully demonstrate the uselessness of resisting God. In proverbs there is a scripture that describes Pharaoh. Pr 19:21 There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 
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Isa 14:27 For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back? No matter if it be the king of the most powerful empire upon earth, Da 4:37 ……those that walk in pride he is able to abase. Abase means humble, put down, subdue. Pharaoh might ask in proud defiance, Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? He might blatantly declare, I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go  (5:2). But now the time had almost arrived when he would be glad to get rid of that people whose God had so sorely troubled him and his land. It would be better for a worm to shake his fist at an elephant if he had one, as for man to successfully defy God. God can grind to powder the hardest heart, and bring down to the dust the haughtiest spirit. V1 says, one plague more. This would be the severest of them all. It was directed against the chief of their strength. Ps 78:51 And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham: Why would the psalmist say Ham? This was referring to Egypt, as Ham was a son of Noah and is traditionally associated with the lineage of the Egyptians. The phrase tabernacles refers to their dwellings, emphasizing that the plague affected all levels of society in Egypt. 

God was going to visit the land of Egypt that night. God was going to lay His hand upon the firstborn of the Egyptians and Pharaoh. And with all their wisdom and learning Pharaoh and his people would be helpless. The magicians would be no help in such an emergency. There was no withstanding the Angel of Death! Neither wealth nor science could provide deliverance. Those in the palace were not one speck more secure than the occupants of the humblest cottage. A longsuffering God had surely shown Himself, but now His holy anger was going to burst forth with irresistible might, and the lamentations and cries would be widespread. Ex 11:4 And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt: 5 And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. 6 And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more. How this reminds us of that solemn word in Romans 11:22, Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness! 

In freeing His own people from this judgment we see the goodness of the Lord. And in slaying all the firstborn of the Egyptians we see His severity. But why, should the firstborn be destroyed? Romans 9:22 teaches us that the vessels of wrath are made by God which shows His power. The death of the first born speaks of the judgment of God coming upon all that is of the natural man. But why slay the firstborn of all the Egyptians, when Pharaoh was the one who was rebellious and defiant? It is clear from Ex 14:17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honor upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. This tells us that the Egyptians were far from being guiltless. Ex 11:7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. This was the absolute sovereignty of Divine grace. Note that the Israelites, equally with the Egyptians, were guilty and deserved the wrath of God. It was not because of any virtue or excellence in them that the Hebrews were spared. They, too, had sinned and come short of the glory of God. It was simply according to His own good pleasure that God made this difference. 
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Note what Paul said in Rom. 9:15 For He saith to Moses I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. And this was no isolated instance. It was characteristic of the ways of God in every age. It is the same today. Some are in Christ; many are out of Christ: sovereign grace alone has made the difference. There can be only one answer to the Apostle Paul’s question; who maketh thee to differ from another? (1 Cor. 4:7)? It is God. It is not because our hearts (by nature) are more tender, more responsive to the Holy Spirit, than the hearts of the unbelievers; it is not that our wills are more pliable and less stubborn. Nor is it because of any superior mental wisdom which enabled us to see our need of a Savior. No it was because of Divine grace; It is grace, sovereign grace, is the reason. Then let us see to it that we give God all the glory for it! Ex 11:7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel. Notice it is God that makes divisions. It is not a matter of us dividing ourselves. This will be shown out in the end time when God makes a division between Israel and the nations.

 The nations will acknowledge that the children of Israel are the people of God. It was nighttime when the Angel of death executed this death sentence. Thick darkness shrouded the land at midnight. On every side was the weeping and howling of the Egyptians, as they discovered that their firstborn had been killed. There was also the movement of the Israelites, as by hundreds of thousands they left the land of bondage. There was every reason why the dogs should bark and howl. But not a single dog moved his tongue against Israel! An invisible Hand locked their jaws. Just as Babylon’s lions became harmless by God, when Daniel was cast into the lion’s den. So, Egypt’s dogs were stricken dumb when God’s people set out for the promised land. What comfort and assurance there was here for the believer today. Not so much as a fly can settle upon you without God’s command, any more than the demons could enter the herd of swine until Christ gave them permission. So, what about the spiritual condition of the Israelites? They were favored of God. Very little is told to us in the earlier chapters of Exodus concerning the relations which the Israelites had toward God.  But we have one or two details of information supplied in the later scriptures.

What was the moral state of the Children of Israel at the time that the Lord delivered them from the Egypt’s Bondage. In Le 17:7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute forever unto them throughout their generations. Mark the words no more.  This is plain that before coming out of Egypt, Israel had practiced idolatry. Then in Jos 24:14 Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. Here we learn that the Israelites served false gods before God called them, and that their descendants did the same thing in Egypt. Then refer to: Eze 20:6 In the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land that I had espied for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all lands: 7 Then said I unto them, Cast ye away every man the abominations of his eyes, and defile not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 8 But they rebelled against me, and would not hearken unto me: they did not every man cast away the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forsake the idols of Egypt: then I said, I will pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger against them in the midst of the land of Egypt.
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9 But I wrought for my name's sake, that it should not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they were, in whose sight I made myself known unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt. These passages tell us that Israel worshiped the idols of Egypt. Second, it shows how God disagreed with them. Third, it informs us that Israel did not heed to God’s word, but instead, blatantly defied Him. Fourth, it shows how that the earlier plagues were also visitations of judgment upon the Hebrews, as well as the Egyptians. Fifth, it shows that the Lord delivered Israel, not because of any worthiness or fitness He found in them, but simply for His name’s sake. In the book of Exodus, we find how accurately the physical condition of the Israelites symbolized their spiritual state. First, they are seen in bondage, at the mercy of a cruel king. This is the condition of the natural man, captive of the Devil. Compare with  2Ti 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. Remember in Ex 2:23 And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 

Note: there is nothing said about them crying unto God! They were conscious of their hard lot, but they did not know the Lord as their Source, from which their deliverance would come. How like the natural man, when he is first awakened by the Holy Spirit! His spiritual wretchedness, his lost condition, makes him sigh and groan, but he is unacquainted with the Deliverer. But what beauty follows in 2:23: And their cry came up unto God by reason of the bondage. Yes, God heard their cry, even though it was not addressed to Him. And God remembered His covenant. He remembers His promises.  That was the grounds for His action; His covenant promises. It was not their faith, for they had none. God respected them for His covenant’s sake. It was God’s promises! And it was precisely the same with us Christians. God made a covenant with Christ before the foundation of the world and it was this, which made Him have respect unto us! It was because of His promise to us! Ex 2:24 And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. Exodus 3 records the appearing of God to Moses at the burning bush, and the appointing of him to be the deliverer of God’s people. But at that time Israel did not know anything about that. 

They were in total ignorance of the wondrous grace which God had in store for them. How truly accurate the picture! When we were first made conscious of our miserable condition, when our consciences groaned beneath the intolerable load of guilt, at that time we knew nothing of God’s appointed Deliverer. Ex 11:8 And all these thy servants shall come down unto me, and bow down themselves unto me, saying, Get thee out, and all the people that follow thee: and after that I will go out. And he went out from Pharaoh in a great anger. 9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you; that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt. 10 And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh: and the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel go out of his land. Ex 12:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: (A new beginning.) It shall be the first month of the year to you. They are given a new calendar and the first month of the year is called Abib which corresponds to the month of April. Abib means green year. It tells us of the resurrection and in our month of April when the trees begin to leaf out. There is a resurrection comes forth out of which has been dead all winter. 
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Israel here has a new beginning corresponding with the new creation and here is where our real beginning is as a new creation in Christ. The difference which God put between the Egyptians and Israel was the outflow of His grace. But there are some questions to be answered in Chapter 12. How can justice and mercy be reconciled? How can justice exact its full due without excluding mercy? How can mercy be manifested except at the expense of justice? This is really the problem that is raised here. The solution of it is found in Exodus 12. All the firstborn in the land of Egypt did die, and yet the firstborn of Israel were delivered from the Angel of Death! This is a wonderful illustration and type of the contents of the Gospel. Exodus 12 records the last of the ten plagues. The death of the firstborn, speaks of the wages of sin. We find that both the Egyptians and the Israelites were both sinners before God. They were this way, both in nature and in practice they were sinners. There is no difference: for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:22, 23). It is true that God promised to redeem Israel out of Egypt, but He would do so only on a righteous basis. Holiness can never ignore sin, no matter where it is found. When the angels sinned, God spared them not (2 Pet. 2:4). 

Then in Eph 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. Then God made no exception of His own blessed Son, Jesus Christ in 2Co 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. Ro 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Justice must be satisfied; sin must be paid its wages. But man’s extremity is God’s opportunity, and He did find a solution. Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound (Rom. 5:20), and yet grace was not shown at the expense of righteousness. Every demand of justice was satisfied, every claim of holiness was fully met. But how? By means of a substitute; Jesus Christ! The sentence of death was executed, but it fell upon an innocent victim. That which was without blemish died instead of those who had no soundness. Isa 1:6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it… The difference between the Egyptians and the Israelites was not a moral one, but was made solely by the blood of the Lamb of God! 

It was in the blood of the Lamb that mercy and truth met together and righteousness and peace kissed each other (Ps. 85:10). Christ is our Passover who was sacrificed for us. Exodus 12 is a description of the Cross of our blessed Savior Jesus Christ. What is the difference? One believed and the other didn’t. Ex 12:3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: 4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: The new beginning starts with sacrifices in V 5. This Lamb takes the place of all the first born in families and homes of the children of Israel. All of the first born in the land of Egypt died. The Lamb died in the place of the first born of Israel. It is the Lamb without blemish which is none other than Christ. Those that believed followed these instructions. He was a male of the first year. This tells us that He was of the prime age. He was a male. Christ was the one sacrifice who was sufficient for all time. 
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It was a domestic animal, the domestic new creation. Not an old or wild animal of our Old Man, old nature but very submissive as was Christ. It was a docile lamb Ex 12:6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. Keeping it up was to inspect it, to make sure it didn’t have any blemishes. Jesus was also inspected in His time here on earth and the law could not find any fault in Him. Satan tried his best to get Him to fail, but he couldn’t do it. God could find no fault with Jesus. Man could not find any fault with Him. Then it says; until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. The next thing that we recognize is that it was because of my sin that Christ died. We killed Him in the evening. I had just as much to do with Christ being on that cross as the Jews or the Roman soldiers that nailed Him there. So as we find here, we all killed the sacrifice in the evening. 
Note also, with all the Israelites there were many thousands of lambs were slain on that night in Egypt, yet the Lord here purposely used the singular number when giving these instructions to Moses. He said; Israel shall kill it, not “them.” It is remarkable that never once is the plural “lambs” used throughout Exodus 12. 

There was only one Lamb in God’s mind: The Lamb of Calvary. Ex 12:7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Its flesh was to be eaten. This was God’s provision for those inside the house. The blood secured protection from the judgment outside. A journey lay before Israel, and food was needed to strengthen them first. Eating signifies two things in Scripture: appropriation and fellowship. The lamb spoke of the person of Christ, and He is God’s food for His people. Jesus is The Bread of Life. Christ is to be the object before our hearts. As we feed upon Him our souls are sustained and He is honored. It is death here which God ordains as the food of life. This is God’s wisdom! The laying down of life becomes the sustenance of life. Joh 12:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Remember Samson’s riddle when he said, out of the eater comes forth meat, and out of the strong sweetness! Death was in the Cross but the sweet and wonderful display of Divine love and power in our behalf accomplished the mystery of human weakness. Really when we think of it, death has become the food of life eternal. For a believer never dies, we just change our address.

V8 in the eating of the lamb, we recognize Christ as our sacrifice, and we understand Christ’s suffering. This is believing faith! And faith comes by hearing and hearing of the word of God. Eating in the scriptures means believing it. We partake of it. We must believe what there is in the redemption concerning Christ. Ex 12:8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Here we recognize there was no evil practice or doctrine in Christ. Leaven always represents evil practice or doctrine. Jesus said this in so many different scriptures: Mt 16:6; Mt 16:11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? 12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
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Mr 8:15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. Leaven is yeast which puffs up bread. That is what the old creation does, it blows up and you can flatten it out in a hurry, just like the old creation, but not so with Christ, He had no evil practice or doctrine of error in Him at all.  Ex 12:9  Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water means; Believing a lie that Jesus came into the world to die. The lie is that He was just as a good man. He really didn’t experience the judgment of God. He was just sent here as a martyr. He showed us how to live and how to walk, but as far as feeling the judgment of God for my sin, He really didn’t do that. That is a lie. This is eating of Him raw and not roast with the fire. Boiled in water speaks of taking away part of that judgment. In other words, saying that Jesus didn’t really bear all of the judgment. This speaks of the possibility that there is something left for me to do to make amends for my own sin which is wrong. It because Jesus bore the whole penalty. He was roast with fire. Jesus is the water of the word.

This is the Passover in Egypt. The lamb was to be killed. Death was inflicted either upon the guilty transgressor (Egyptians) or upon an innocent substitute. Then its blood was to be taken and sprinkled upon the door-posts and lintel of the house where the Israelites sheltered that night. Heb. 9:22 says; Without shedding of blood is no remission, and without sprinkling of blood is no salvation. It is not until the converted sinner applies the blood that it benefits him. An Israelite might have selected a proper lamb, he might have slain it, but unless he had applied its blood to the outside of the door, the Angel of Death would have entered his house and slain his firstborn. He had to apply the blood; application, applying the blood speaks of the practical side of the Gospel. Apply the word to our hearts! The same today, it is not enough for me to know that the precious blood of the Lamb of God was shed for the remission of my sins. Just to know that a Savior provided this is not sufficient: We must receive it. There must be faith in His blood, and faith is a personal thing. I must exercise faith. I must by faith take the blood and shelter beneath it. I must apply this to my life. The blood of Christ is placed between my sins and a Holy God. I must rely upon it as the sole ground of my acceptance with Jesus Christ. I must believe it! 

The term roast with fire means that we believe that Jesus received and endured the full force of God’s judgment upon sin; He experienced all of the judgment of God that was poured out upon Him because of my sin. He is roast with fire. He felt the judgment of God for all the sin of humanity. How will the people of God know that today. It is only by applying the word of God to their hearts and lives. V. 9 His head with his legs, and with the purtenance (inward parts). The head, expresses the thoughts and counsels with which the walk (the legs) keep perfect company. The inwards are those affections of His heart which were the motive and the power compelling Christ upon the path He trod. In all, the fire brought forth nothing but sweet savor; for men, it prepared the food of our true life; everything is perfect in Christ; and all is ours to appropriate and to apply. Occupying with the person of Christ is impressed upon us; we need this. Not just the knowledge of salvation alone but it is the One who saves whom we need. Christ for our hearts alone keeps and sanctifies us. Ex 12:10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. This tells us not to cast off any part of redemption. Then he says if you are unable to eat all of it, you are to burn it with fire. This means even though we cannot comprehend or appreciate all the results of redemption, and there is no way that we can, especially when we first start out. 
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But though we can’t, we must burn it with fire. In other words, judge it as being so any way. The sacrifice was to be completed within a single night. The rising sun was not to see a trace of the slain lamb. The same is true of the atoning work of Christ. It is not progressive, but a completed thing. It is not in process of being accomplished; it has been accomplished definitely and eternally. Calvary’s costly sacrifice abides with God and the redeemed forever; but the sacrifice itself is past and completed. For God’s suffering Lamb, the dark night of judgment is no more, and He lives on high in the eternal sunshine of Divine favor and love at the right hand of His Father. Ex 12:11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S Passover. With your loins girded with the truth and ready for our Christian walk shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace and your staff in your hand and that staff is the word of God so lean heavily upon it. And ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord’s Passover. This also tells us what should accompany feeding upon Christ; four things are mentioned. First, their dress; “loins girded.” Having your loins girt about with truth, says the apostle. The garments are spiritual. 

They are the moral appearance in which we appear before men. The long robes of the East, required the girdle in order to march through the wilderness. If they were allowed to flow loose, they would get entangled with the feet. Then the dust of the road would defile them. The truth of God’s word is our girdle, keeping us from the loose defilement in a world which the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is found. Nothing must entangle our feet and deter out walk. Garments of the world are ungirded which remind us of weights. Paul says to us Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us. If you had a pack of wolves following you, you would understand very quickly, why carrying a weight would easily beset us. The weight kind of describes the flowing garment that can hinder the racers. How are we to run if we are not girded with the truth. Therefore girt your loins with the word of God. Your shoes on your feet. This, again, was in view of the journey which was before them. It tells of preparation for their walk. At the close of his life, Moses said, De 29:5 And I have led you forty years in the wilderness: your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 

De 8:4 Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty years. How remarkable was this. For forty years Israel had wandered up and down the wilderness, yet their shoes were neither torn to pieces nor did their feet suffer. How this tells of the sufficiency of that provision which God has graciously provided for the walk of His saints! When the prodigal son came to His Father, there was not only the best robe for his body, and the ring for his hand, but there were also shoes for his feet (Luke 15:22)! The significance of these shoes is explained for us in Ephesians 6:15 Your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace. Your staff in your hand. The staff is the sign of pilgrimage. As they journeyed to the Promised Land, Israel were to pass through a wilderness in which they would be strangers and pilgrims. So it is with Christians as we pass through this world. Our home is not here: Our citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20). Therefore does God say, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims (1 Pet. 2:11). Staff in hand signifies that as Israel journeyed, they were to lean on something outside of themselves. This is the written Word, given to us for our staff and support. Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me (Psalm 23:4).
