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Ex 14:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea. Pihahiroth means the mouth of wrath kindlings: the mouth of caves. The location Pihahiroth is there are reeds growing. The Hebrew-based meaning of it was the mouth of the gorges or entrance to the canals. It reflects a geographical feature like a narrow passage or valley near the Red Sea. These meanings describe a bottleneck, where the Israelites were trapped between the sea and high ground during their Exodus journey. This was the place where they would be delivered. The meaning of Migdol is a Hebrew word for tower, and can also refer to a fortified location, such as a castle or a military watchtower. The term often designates a border fortress on the frontier of ancient Egypt. It was a location of symbolic importance for divine deliverance and God’s vindication. Baalzephon means Lord of the North. It is a strategic point on the route of the Israelites’ departure from Egypt, where they camped before the Parting of the Red Sea. This location was a sanctuary for the Canaanite storm-god Baal, who was worshiped in the ancient East. This was a landmark where God demonstrated His supremacy by enabling the Israelites’ to miraculously escape. 

Note: God used their own little god against them. There are many scriptures that we could mention regarding the “North”. North winds are cold. In Eze 1:4 And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire. The prophet Ezekiel’s vision of God's glory is first seen as a windstorm coming out of the north. It was an enormous cloud with flashing lightning. This vision emphasizes the power of God’s presence, with the north wind acting as the vehicle for Ezekiel’s  revelation. It signifies cold and violent judgement. The book of Job also associates the north wind with harsh, cold weather, symbolizing the formidable aspects of God’s control over the elements (Job 37:9). This underscores the idea that God’s power is absolute and can bring both trials and blessings. This is the judgment that is going to fall on the Egyptians and it will fall upon an ungodly world in the days to come. At this point God’s word commanded Israel to turn off from the route they were following, and encamp before the Red Sea. Ex14:3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in. 

Israel was shut in by the wilderness, and the Red Sea stretched before them. Israel was placed where there was no human way of escape. In the mountains they might have a chance; but surrounded by the wilderness, it was useless to flee before the cavalry and chariots of Egypt. What a fool Pharaoh was. Pharaoh thought they would be easy victims. Had God not already shown Himself strong on their behalf? God already showed Egypt that those who persecuted His covenant people, those who touched the apple of His eye (Zech. 2:8)! What a fool Pharaoh was. He disregarded every warning. How determined he is to destroy himself. So it was here with Pharaoh and his army. He already had the ten plagues which had swept through his land, he now marches out against God’s redeemed people to consume them in the wilderness. What about our wilderness experience? The Bible describes our wilderness experiences as divinely orchestrated seasons of testing, purification, and preparation. It is not abandonment. God leads us into these difficult periods sometimes to humble us, or expose our hearts, and deepens our dependence on Him. 
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The wilderness experience removes spiritual impurities and habits to foster a closer relationship with Him and prepare us for future blessings. These seasons are a refining of the believer, like silver or gold, to remove sin and spiritual impurities, much like God separated the Israelites from their former life of bondage. The wilderness strips away self-reliance. It shows us our need for God. It teaches us dependence on God alone for sustenance and guidance. During this time God is present and involved, leading and drawing us closer to Himself. Through these trials in the wilderness, we are transformed, refined, and strengthened, just as the Israelites were prepared for the Promised Land. We must be prepared for the heavenlies as well. That is our promised land. In the spiritual sense, it’s a deeply personal time of difficulty, testing our faith. It leads us to profound growth and renewal. It develops a trust in God, promoting spiritual growth through faith, obedience, and learning patience. Ex 14:4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so. Here was God’s reason for commanding Israel to encamp by the sea. Terrible as Egypt’s punishments had been, something more was still needed for the proud king and his arrogant subjects. God had to remove Israel from all further fear of harassment. There was one more part of Egypt’s strength, which had escaped so far. 

Their army had not been touched. Ex 14:5 And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us? 6 And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him: Pharaoh was thinking who is going to do all this work? 7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one of them. 8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand. Note: as the plagues continued, God gave Pharaoh increasingly severe warnings of the final judgment to come. Pharaoh chose to bring further judgment on himself and his nation by hardening his own heart against God’s commands. Paul wrote in Ro 9:17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. The hardening of  Pharaoh’s heart was because that’s exactly the path that Pharaoh had already chosen for himself. If any man decides to go contrary to the ways of God, the result is the hardening of the heart.

Ex 14:9 But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon. They had the Egyptians behind and a mountain on each side of them and the Red Sea in front of them. They were hemmed in on every side. Ex 14:10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. God does this so many times to teach us dependence upon Him. He allows us to be hemmed in on every side. Why? Because we are just the type of people that will try and deliver ourselves any way that we possibly can. We try to lean on our own understanding and if there is any way we can grease the way out, we will do it. But the Lord brings us to a place like the children of Israel and all we can do is cry unto the Lord. Adversity causes us to cry out and adversity brings us to a place of dependence upon the Lord. 
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This was a great trial of faith, and sadly Israel failed in the hour of testing. Sorry to say but this seems to be so often the case with us. After all that God had done on their behalf in Egypt, they surely had good reason to trust in Him now. After such wondrous displays of Divine power, and after their own gracious deliverance from the Angel of Death, their present fear and despair was inexcusable. But how like ourselves! Our memories are so short. No matter how many times the Lord has delivered us in the past, no matter how completely His power has been exerted on our behalf, when some new trial comes upon us, we forget God’s previous interventions, and are swallowed up by the greatness of our present emergency. Their eyes were upon the Egyptians, and they were afraid. The only cure for fear is for our eyes to remain steadfastly fixed on the Lord. To be occupied with our circumstances and surroundings is fatal to our peace. It was so in the case of Peter as he started to walk on the waters to Christ. While he kept his eyes upon the Lord, he was safe; but as soon as he became occupied with the winds and the waves, he began to sink. The children of Israel were afraid and they cried out unto the Lord. 

If they had prayed unto God in this distress for help and assistance, protection and preservation, with a holy confidence in Him; and if their crying had been right; but it is clear from the next two verses that theirs was the cry of complaint and despair, rather than of faith and hope. It closely resembles the attitude and action of the disciples in the storm-tossed ship as they awoke Jesus and said, Mr 4:38 And he (Jesus) was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? How serious it is to see that such unbelief, such despair, such murmuring, can proceed from the people of God! We must realize that we have the same hearts within us and this should humble us before God. Mr 9:24 …. Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. Ex 14:11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? They begin to accuse Moses and this is the same thing that happens in our experience. We must not blame others when we get into difficulties. We must learn to take these things from the Lord. He is allowing these things for our good rather than blaming someone else. This was unbelief on the part of Israel! 

Note also: In both the wilderness experience of the Israelites and our own spiritual wilderness, Satan exploits the weaknesses of our flesh by targeting the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. These temptations cause us to doubt God’s character and provision, making us focus on our circumstances rather than on His promises. We can also refer to Romans 7 where Paul describes the wilderness experience. There we see the battle between the old and new nature that Paul also experienced. If death at the hands of the Egyptians was to happen, why did God deliver them from the land of bondage? The fact that He had led them out of Egypt was evidence enough that He was not going to allow them to fall before their enemies and He doesn’t want us to fall before our enemies either, but they needed to trust the Lord. The Lord had promised they should worship Him in Mount Horeb (Ex. 3:12). How, then, could they now perish in the wilderness? But where faith is not exercised, the promises of God brings no comfort to the heart. Israel was brought into their present predicament by God Himself. It was the Pillar of the Cloud which had led them to where they were now encamped. This is an important truth for us to lay hold of. We must not expect the path of faith to be an easy and smooth one. Faith must be tested, and it is tested severely. But, why? That we may learn the sufficiency of our God! 
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That we may prove from experience that He is able to supply our every need (Phil. 4:19), and make a way of escape from every temptation (1 Cor. 10:13), and do for us exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think. Ex 14:12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness. Behind the rage of Pharaoh and his hosts who were pursuing the Israelites, we see Satan against those whom Divine grace has delivered from bondage. It is not until a sinner is saved that the meanness of the Devil is directed against the saved person who before being saved was his captive. It is now that the Devil goes forth as a roaring lion seeking to devour Christ’s lambs in the new believer. What beauty we see here of the utter failure of the enemy’s efforts. Now that the Divine righteousness had been satisfied by the blood of the Lamb, it is now a question between God and the Enemy. Israel did not have to do any fighting. God fought for them, and the enemy was utterly defeated. This is one of the wonderful lessons of Exodus 14. If God be for us who can be against us? Ro 8:31.It is so important for us believers to lay a firm hold great truth. 

As soon as a sinner has fled to Christ for refuge, Satan at once lets his fiery darts fly. The young believer is tempted now as he never was in his unsaved days; his mind is filled with evil thoughts and doubts, and he is terrified by the roaring of the lion, until he wonders who is really going to gain possession of his soul God or Satan. This was the issue raised here at the Red Sea. It Looked as though God had deserted His people. It seemed as though they must fall victims to their powerful enemies. But how deceptive are appearances. How quickly and how easily the Lord Almighty God reversed the situation. We will see all Israel safe on the other side of the Red Sea, and all the Egyptians drowned at the bottom of the Red Sea! But how was this brought about? Ex 14:13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more forever. Moses has some good council for them as well as for us. God brings us to the same identical place where we have to learn to stand still. There are times that we would want to run over the mountain and we don’t see sometimes why the Lord doesn’t remove the mountain. 

We may say we have enough faith to remove this mountain into the sea, yet this mountain doesn’t go anywhere and we don’t understand why. It is because God has something greater for us. So don’t become discouraged because the mountains are not removed every time we pray. First of all we have to learn, fear ye not which means that we learn to put our trust in the Lord and He is not the author of confusion or fear but rather of faith and peace. We are just like Israel and imagine so many ways that Lord can deliver us, but we must stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. How does the Lord want to do it? What does He want to do about the situation? We must learn to leave our own logic and reason in the background. The first word was, Fear not. Fear not is one of the great words recurring all through the Scriptures. Fear not was what God said to Abraham (Gen. 15:1). Fear not, neither be thou dismayed was His message to Joshua (8:1). Fear not was His command to Gideon (Judg. 16:23). Fear not was David’s counsel to Solomon (1 Chron. 28:20). This will be the word of the Jewish remnant in a day to come: Be strong, fear not, behold, your God will come (Isa. 35:4). Fear not was the angel’s counsel to Daniel (10:12). Fear not little flock is the Lord’s message to us (Luke 12:32). I  will fear no evil said the Psalmist (23:4), for Thou art with me. But how is this to be reached? 
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How is the heart to be established in peace? Isaiah 26:3 sums it all up; Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. How do we have our mind stayed on Christ. Stay in the word of God. 2Ti 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Stand still was the next word of Moses to Israel. All attempts at self-help and all activities of the flesh must end. Stand still is the right attitude of faith in the presence of a trial. We know the restlessness of the human heart under trials and difficulties, so we can see what is involved in standing still. Our Old Nature must be doing something. It rushes hither and thither and it would want to have some hand in everything but it only shows the fruits of unbelief, which always shut out God. Unbelief creates or magnifies difficulties, and raises the dust around us which prevents our seeing God’s salvation. The battle of the two natures comes to the forefront. Paul explains in the book of Galatians (5:16-17) that the conflict between the flesh (the sinful nature) and the Spirit (the new nature through Christ) is overcome by walking in the Spirit, which means by keeping your mind on the things of God, obeying His Word, and by yielding your body to the will of the Holy Spirit through prayer and actions. 

This involves putting to death the desires of the flesh through the power of the Holy Spirit. Faith, on the contrary, raises the soul above the difficulty, straight to God Himself, and enables us to stand still. We gain nothing by our restless and anxious efforts. We cannot make one hair white or black, nor add one cubit to our stature, What could Israel do at the Red Sea! Could they dry it up? Could they level the mountains? Could they annihilate the hosts of Egypt? Impossible! There they were, enclosed within an impenetrable wall of difficulties. But this was just the time for God to act. When unbelief is driven from the scene, then God can enter. And in order to get a proper view of God’s actions, we must stand still. Then, see the salvation of the Lord. It is surprising how many have, missed the point here. Hebrews 11:29 tells us that it was by faith they passed through the Red Sea, and faith is the opposite of sight. Many make the mistake from jumping to the conclusion that “see the salvation of the Lord” refers to physical sight. It was spiritual sight that Moses referred to, the exercising of the eyes of the heart. Faith is a looking not at the things which are seen, but a looking at the things which are not seen (2 Cor. 4:18). This is a strange paradox to the natural man! 

In Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. And of Moses we read, Heb 11:27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. That is, Moses saw Him with the eyes of faith. So, to see the salvation of the Lord we must first stand still. All fleshly activity must cease. We have to be still if we would know that God is God. Ps 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. Ex 14:14 The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. This is the lesson that God wanted to teach them. They were hemmed in on every side so that they would learn that the Lord shall fight for you and you shall hold your peace. This is one of the hardest lessons for us to learn, to stand still and just let the Lord fight the battle. 15 And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward: There were six hundred thousand men, besides women and children, that were to stand still in faith in the Lord of hosts! Go forward does not contradict, but complements the stand still. 
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This is the spiritual order. We are not ready to go forward until we have first stood still in faith and seen the salvation of the Lord. Stand still does not mean just motionless. It means Stand on His word and His promises. That is action. Believe that God will intervene and provide the needed strength and guidance. Seek Him Through Prayer Meditation on Scripture. The reaction of God was the promise. See the salvation of the Lord which He will show you today. Faith must be based on the Divine promise, and obedience to the command must spring from the faith produced. Before we are ready to go forward, faith must see that which is invisible, namely, the salvation of the Lord. Ex 14:16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.
18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 

19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them: And the reason he did that was to make a division between the children of Israel and the Egyptians. Ex 14:20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came not near the other all the night. You will find the same thing in the world today that those who are born of the Spirit and are filled with the Spirit, the word of God is light unto them. They see it and they understand it and it cast light upon their path to walk. However to the ones  that are in darkness and unbelief, it becomes even darker for them. People say that they can’t understand the Bible, it contradicts itself. This is because they do not have the illumination of the Holy Ghost to reveal the message unto them. And so it becomes darkness unto them. Ex 14:21  And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 

22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. There are wonderful provisions and truth here concerning Calvary. This tells us that we came through death, through the Red Sea, the red identifying with the blood or death. We came through death on dry ground. We did not even get our feet wet. We were not even tainted with judgment or with death. I felt no part of the death of Christ and I felt no part of the judgment, it was all poured out upon Jesus Christ. Heb 11:29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. From this verse in Hebrews, it is very clear that the waters of the Red Sea did not begin to divide until the feet of the Israelites came to their very edge, otherwise they would have crossed by sight, and not by faith. Equally clear, the sea was not divided throughout at once. It does not require faith to begin a journey when I can see all the way through. But to begin when I can just see the first step, this is faith. The sea opened as Israel moved forward, so that every fresh step they needed was to be cast upon God. Such was the path along which the redeemed of the Lord moved, under His own directing hand. So it was then; so is the true path of faith now. 
In spiritual sense, we believers lift our rod and stretche out our hand to divide the turbulent sea of trials by acting on God’s word and authority through faith, prayer, and obedience to God’s will. 
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This represents a willing heart to accomplish God’s work in our heart through divine power and the Holy Spirit, demonstrating faith to overcome obstacles and bring about breakthroughs in seemingly impossible situations. It is beautiful to observe another word in Hebrews 11:29 The children of Israel walked or (passed)  upon dry land in the midst of the sea. They did not rush through at top speed. There was no confusion. They walked with absolute confidence in the Lord. They crossed in an orderly procession. Ex 14:23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians, 25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the LORD fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 26 And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. 27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

Ex 14:28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them. 29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. This tells us that Judgment is a reality for those who do not accept Christ. They are still under the sentence of death. Men do not die or go to hell because of their sins. They go to hell because they reject Jesus Christ. They rejected Jesus’ judgment for their sin. Men go to hell because they do not take the way of escape. Joh 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Judgment and death is still a reality to Christ rejecters. Notice the result of waiting until God did it His way. Sometimes we want God to move the mountains right now, but we must wait on God’s timing. Sometimes we get our eyes just on one thing that God is doing in a trial, but we fail to recognize that God may be doing a multitude of things. 

The Egyptians show those who attempt to do things without faith, and Israel is what believers succeed to do by faith. Egyptians are those who seek to obtain by their own efforts, but believers obtain it by faith. By faith, the believer obtains peace with God; but all of the unbeliever’s efforts to obtain peace by good works, are doomed to disappointment. Believers are sanctified by the truth (John 17:19); those who aim to arrive at holiness without believing in the Lord Jesus Christ are following a vapor that has no substance. Ex 14:30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 31 And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses. Notice all the things that the Lord accomplished by this one victory. This should encourage our hearts, when God doesn’t deliver us at the time, we think He should or in the way He should. Perhaps He is working something far greater that we don’t even know about. We must continually take it from the Lord that He knows what He is doing. Note what will happen to Satan in Re 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four  as the sand of the sea. 
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9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. Moses is plainly a type of Christ, the rod a symbol of His power and authority. The Red Sea completely destroyed the power of Pharaoh (Satan) over God’s people. Hebrews 2:14 gives us the antitype. That through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the Devil. The effect of Moses lifting up his rod and stretching forth his hand is such a blessing.  Not only had that which symbolized death had no power over Israel, but it was now a defense to them! This very sea, which at first, they feared, became the means of their deliverance from the Egyptians. The picture here is if death overtakes the believer before the Lord’s return it only serves to bring him into the presence of Christ. 1Co 3:22 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; Then the other side of the picture: 

By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do, were drowned, for the natural unsaved man to meet death is certain destruction.
The crossing of the Red Sea tells of the completeness of our salvation. It is the result to the Passover-night, and both are needed to give us a full view of what Christ has produced for us. 
The passage through the Red Sea sets forth the believer’s union with Christ in His death and resurrection. It is our identity in Christ. Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. This refers to our judicial identification with Christ as our Substitute. 

Israel passed through the Red Sea, and arose safely on the far side, which tells us of the resurrection. So we read in Ro 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: And again, Eph 2:5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: Practically the deliverance of Israel from the Red Sea illustrates the absolute sufficiency of our God. The believer today may be hemmed in on every side. A Red Sea of trial and trouble may confront us. But let us remember that Israel’s God is our God. God will make way through for us. We can take comfort from His promise: Isa 43:2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. God can protect His people in the greatest difficulties and dangers and make a way of deliverance for us out of the most desperate situations.


