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Ex 17:1 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in Rephidim: and there was no water for the people to drink. This chapter opens with the word “And,” connecting it with the preceding chapter. Then, chapter 16 begans with “And,” linking it to the closing verses of chapter15. “And” is a little word, but it has much importance and value. There is nothing insignificant in God’s Word. At the close of Exodus 15 (v. 23) Israel came to Marah, and they could not drink of the waters there because they were bitter. We find the people murmuring against Moses, saying. What shall we drink? (v. 24). How sad this was, after all that the Lord had done for them. Moses cried unto God, and in long-suffering grace He at once came to the relief of the people. The Lord showed him a tree, which when cast into the bitter waters, at once sweetened them. After this experience they reached Elim, where were twelve wells of water. There Exodus 15 closes. Exodus 16 opens with the word “And.” It connects with what has just happened in Chapter 15. But what is the purpose? To show us the conduct of Israel. It also magnifies the marvelous patience and infinite mercy of God who bore so graciously with them. 

Israel had now entered the Wilderness of Sin, and there was no food for them. How, do they meet this test of faith? After their experience at Marah, we would suppose they quickly and confidently turned unto God and looked to Him for their daily bread. But instead of doing this we read, once more, The whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron (16:3), and not only so, they spoke against God. In Ps. 78:19 they had said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? Yet, in their unbelief, the Lord again came to their relief and rained down bread from Heaven. Now we start chapter 17 with another connecting word “and.”
Israel is once again face to face with a trial of faith. Their dependency upon God is tested. This time it is not a lack of food, but absence of water. How this illustrates the fact that the path of faith is a path of trial. We who are led by God must expect to face things which are displeasing to the flesh. They are a constant and real testing of faith itself. God’s design is to wean us from everything down here in the world, and to bring us to the place where we have no reliance upon material and human resources. We must cast everything we are completely upon God Himself. How painfully slow is this lesson! 

How long-suffering the Lord is with us. Here in Exodus 17 is a repetition of what this word ”and” signifies at the beginning of chapter 16. Ex 17:2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the LORD? How do we tempt the Lord? Through unbelief. This what Heb 3:16 and following says: For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. 17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. Ex17:3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?  In the previous chapter he was accused of starving them to death and now again he is accused of making them die of thirst. Ex 17:4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. This is how bad it got. They were ready to stone Moses. 
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Think of this; it was no harder for God to provide water than it was for Him to supply them with food. He was their Shepherd. What could they want? The Lord Himself led Israel to Rephidim? (Supports: shrinking of hands. It also means rests or resting places) God knew there was no water there, and yet He directed them to this very place! The same for us. When we reach some particularly hard place, and the streams of comfort are dried up, we blame ourselves, and maybe others. But the first thing to realize in every circumstance and situation where faith is tested, is, that the Lord Himself has brought us there! If we can just remember that the Lord is in control and He has ordered this, we are on our way to trusting Him to sustain us while we remain there.
Note: it is beautiful to see how Moses responded. Like it is said of our Blessed Lord Jesus, when He was reviled. He reviled not again; when He suffered. He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously (1 Pet. 2:23). This is what we see Moses doing here. Instead of being angry and bitter to those who falsely accused him, he requested of the Lord. 

What a blessed example for us. Moses’ refuge in times of trouble was the Lord. The fact that we are told Moses cried unto the Lord indicates the earnestness and intensity of his prayer. What shall I do he asks God? Moses stated a consciousness of his own inability to handle this situation. It also showed his confidence that the Lord would come to his and their relief. How often we would be spared such pain and sorrow, if, instead of lashing out on those that are hurtful to us, that we first seek the Lord and ask, “Lord, what shall I do?” Ex 17:5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. Note: for a new born Christian, this world is very dry. But the Lord gives water through the same way that he did for Israel. The water is in Christ. It speaks of the provisional truth that God has given to us. The rock is Christ Himself and He was smitten with the rod of God or the judgment of God there at the cross of Calvary. And as the result of that we have all of the blessings or the provisions, the refreshing waters of God for us today. 

Jesus was smitten at the cross in order that we might be blessed. Ex 17:7 And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among us, or not? Massah means testing, and trial. Meribah means quarreling or strife. The rod in the hand of Moses had been the symbol of judgment. Remember when he cast it on to the ground it became a serpent (4:3). It is a reminder of the curse. With his rod the waters of the Nile were smitten and turned into blood (7:17). Only the elders of Israel witnessed the smiting of the rock. This emphasizes the governmental character of what was here foreshadowed. God Himself stood upon the rock while it was smitten. Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb (v. 6). Note how our Substitute Jesus Christ was smitten by the rod of Divine justice, held in the hand of the Governor of the Universe. In Isaiah 53:4, 5 it says Smitten of God . . . by His stripes we are healed. How interesting to see that it was the people’s sin which led to the smiting of the rock! Isa 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
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6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. Out from the smitten rock flowed the water. This is a beautiful type of the Holy Spirit which was the gift of the crucified, now glorified, Savior, Jesus Christ. When the stream of living water gushed from the smitten rock, it was not when Israel bowed in worship before the Lord. It was not when they were praising Him for all His abundant mercies toward them. The very reverse is what is described. Israel was murmuring; they were almost ready to stone Moses (v. 4); they were filled with unbelief, saying, Is the Lord among us, or not? (v. 7). The giving of the water, was God acting according to His marvelous grace. Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound. It was grace acting on a righteous basis. Not till the rock was smitten did the waters flow forth. And not till the Savior had been bruised by God was the Gospel of His grace sent forth to every creature. I want refer to Numbers 20, where we again find Moses smiting the rock. Nu 20:7 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. 

What is recorded in Numbers 20 occurred forty years later than this smiting of the rock in Exodus 17. The rock in Exodus 17 foreshadowed Christ on the cross; the rock in Numbers 20 pictured Jesus on high after the resurrection. The Hebrew word for rock is not the same. The word used here in Numbers 20 means an elevated rock, pointing plainly to the Jesus Christ in His exaltation. Moses was not told to strike the rock, but simply to speak to it. In Exodus 17 the rock was smitten before the elders of Israel. And while God told him take a rod, it was not the rod used in Exodus 17. In Exodus 17 Moses was to use his own rod; Thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river. That was the rod of judgment. But here he was to take “The rod” (Num. 20:8), namely, the rod of Aaron. Nu 17:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony (it was kept in the Ark in the Holy of Holies), to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not. This was the priestly rod. Note also how this truth was emphasized when the Lord told Moses, here in Numbers, to take Aaron along with him. But Aaron is not referred to in our chapter in Exodus 17 at the first smiting of the rock! 

The meaning of Numbers 20:8 is clear. The rock must not be smitten a second time. Refer to Ro 6:9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.
Heb 9:26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. Streams of spiritual refreshing water flow to us on the grounds of the accomplished redemption and this in connection with Christ’s priestly ministry. In Numbers 20, Moses failed. Jesus was the meekest man upon earth but He became angry at the repeated murmurings of Israel. He addressed the people of God as rebels. He asked them. Must we fetch you water out of the rock? Moses smote the rock twice indicating the heat of his temper. And because of this God did not let him lead Israel into Canaan, Joshua will do that. 
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Nu 20:10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. Though Moses smote the rock instead of speaking to it, the refreshing waters gushed forth from it. Moses’ methods were wrong, but God still gave the blessing! But how this shows us, once more, the wondrous grace of God. In spite of (not because of) Israel’s murmuring, and in spite of Moses’ failure, water was given to them, their every need was supplied. Truly, our God is the God of all grace. The book of Exodus is the wonderful variety and comprehensive teachings of grace. We have even the smallest details which are profound and significant. Moses is a type of Christ, Pharaoh of Satan, Egypt of the world. Israel groaning in bondage pictures the sinner in his misery. Israel delivered from their cruel task-masters speaks of our redemption. Their journey across the wilderness points to the path of faith and trial which we are called on to walk. And now we will see that the history of Israel also outlines the conflict between the two natures in the believer.

Ex 17:8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. Amalek is a son of Esau and he is always typical of the flesh. It is probably evident that the spread of the news that a river of water was now gushing from the rock in Rephidim, caused the Amalekites to attempt to gain possession. To do this meant they must first defeat Israel. That is why they attacked. Note the identity of Israel’s enemy. It was Amalek. Amalek signifies Warlike. It is those that whose lusts ever war against the soul (1 Pet. 2:11). Amalek was the grandson of Esau (Gen. 36:12): Who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright, and when he would have inherited the blessing was rejected. He is a representative of the old man or the old nature or he flesh. Amalek was the first of the nations that warred against Israel. The character of Amalek comes out plainly in the words of Moses in Deut. 25:17,18 He feared not God; and such is the flesh. The Holy Spirit has called to our attention the time when this occurred. It was when Moses smote the rock and the waters were given. For the first time, Israel was called upon to do some fighting. They did not  have to fight in the house of bondage, nor had the Lord called upon them to fight the Egyptians at the Red Sea.

It is not until the Christian has been made partaker of the Divine new nature that the inward conflict begins. Previous to the new birth, we were dead in trespass and sins. It is not until the Holy Spirit begins to shed His light upon our hearts, that we realize the depths and power of the evil within us. The unsaved man is entirely under the dominion of the flesh, he serves its lusts, he does its will. The flesh does not fight its subjects; it rules over them. But as soon as we receive the new nature the conflict begins. Ex 17:9 And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. Ex 17:12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. This tells us as we exalt Christ that the flesh is defeated. In other words, to hold up the arms, to exalt Jesus, to cling to the Word represented of the rod. Then we have the victory over the flesh.
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Note, it was not Israel who attacked Amalek, but Amalek that attacked Israel. The new nature in the believer delights to feed upon the Word, to commune with God, and be engaged with spiritual things. But the flesh will not let him live in peace. The Devil delights to rob the believer of his joy, and works on the flesh to fight. Galatians 5:17 says that the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and not vice versa. Ex 17:13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. This shows the actions of Moses and Joshua and it points out the provisions which God has made for us to combat the flesh. Israel’s success against Amalek was determined by the uplifted hand of Moses: And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand Amalek prevailed (v. 11). The meaning of Moses’ attitude is clearly defined in several scriptures. The uplifted hand was symbolic of prayer We can refer to Ps 28:2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle. Also refer to 1Ti 2:8 I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. Moses’ hands grew heavy. 

How soon we grow weary of praying to God! Luke 18:1 Men ought always to pray and not to faint, said our Lord. But how sadly we fail. How quickly our hearts get heavy! And as soon as we lose the dependency upon God the flesh prevails. Note that Moses was not left to himself. Aaron and Hur were with him, and stayed up his hands, the one on one side and the other on the other side. Aaron was the head of Israel’s priesthood, which is a type of our great High Priest Jesus Christ. Hur means light, the symbol of Divine holiness, and it points to the Holy Spirit of God. This is a picture of God’s grace which has fully been provided for us. Moses was supported on either side, both the earthly and the heavenly. Rom. 8:26 likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities. For we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. This is on the earthly side. Re 8:3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. This is on the heavenly side. It is Christ receiving our prayers and offering them to God, as the sweet fragrance of His own perfections. 

Ex 17:13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. The sword points to the Holy Scriptures See Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. It is not by prayer alone that we can fight the flesh. The Word of God is needed. Ps. 119:11 Thy Word have I hid in mine heart that I might not sin against Thee. There is a fight to be fought. Refer to: 1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. Paul also said in 2Ti 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Our fight is primarily a spiritual one, not against people, but against Satan and his demonic forces, described in Ephesians 6:12 as principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness, and spiritual wickedness. This spiritual warfare also involves battling sin, temptation, and one’s own sinful human nature (the flesh). The weapons for this battle are spiritual, such as the Armor of God; The truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and the Word of God. Then we must be in constant prayer, rather than physical force. Ex 17:14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.
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15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovah Nissi: (means the Lord is my banner). Ps 60:4 Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth. Song 2:4 He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. This banner symbolizes God’s protective, and powerful love for His people, the church. The image of a banqueting house represents spiritual abundance and joy, while the banner signifies belonging, a public declaration of God’s affection, and a pledge of protection and security.

 Ex 17:16 For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation. Here is where we find that God has declared perpetual war upon the flesh. Another thing which is important to note here is the fact that Amalek was not destroyed at this time. We only read that Joshua discomfited Amalek. Why, it may be asked, does God permit the evil nature to remain in us? It is that we may obtain a deeper and personal realization of the awful havoc which sin has caused in man. Then we appreciate even more the marvelous grace which has saved us. Jesus bought us with the price of His blood. So, that we may be humbled before God and made more dependent upon Him. That we may take to ourselves His all-sufficient grace and learn that His strength is made perfect in our weakness, That we may appreciate His keeping-power, through whatever we face.  

The flesh cannot strike us while we are walking in close communion with God! It was when Israel was faint and weary that Amalek came down upon them. This too is a warning word. What is the remedy against faintness? Isaiah tells us: Isa. 40:30, 31He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fail; But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint. 

Very blessed are the closing words of Exodus 17: Ex 17:14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. 15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it Jehovahnissi: 16 For he said, Because the LORD hath sworn that the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation. God here promised that in the end He would utterly annihilate Amalek. In the confident assurance of faith Moses anticipated God’s final victory by erecting an altar and calling it The Lord, our Banner; Jehovahnissi:  How blessed to know that at the end our Savior Jesus Christ shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself (Phil. 3:21).

