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Exodus 18 is a parenthesis, interrupting the chronological order of the book. In Exodus 17 Israel is seen at Rephidim; in chapter 19 they are viewed at Sinai. In Exodus 18 this occurred just as Israel was about to leave Sinai and enter the wilderness of Paran. It was in the third month after leaving Egypt that Israel reached the Mount of the Law; it was eleven months later that Jethro came to Moses bringing his wife and children. Ex 18:1 When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people, and that the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt; 2 Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her back, (not sure why Moses sent his wife back to her father, but he did, and God uses that to bring Jethro down here to Moses.) Ex 18:3 And her two sons; of which the name of the one was Gershom; for he said, I have been an alien in a strange land: 4 And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the God of my father, said he, was mine help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh: 5 And Jethro, Moses' father in law, came with his sons and his wife unto Moses into the wilderness, where he encamped at the mount of God: 6 And he said unto Moses, I thy father in law Jethro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her.

The scene is a foreshadow of the millennial. This is evidence once more of the hand of God, not only in their assembly, but also in arranging their order. In Exodus 16 the manna speaks of the incarnate Son, come down from heaven to earth. In the first part of Exodus 17, the smiting of the rock views the Lord Jesus stricken of God. In the issuing forth of the water, we get the symbol of the Holy Spirit ministering to the people of God. In the second half of Exodus 17, we find Amalek attacking Israel, and through the prayers of Moses and the upheld hands by Aaron and Hur Israel prevailed. In this we have the believer’s conflict with the flesh, and we are sustained in that conflict by the Joint intercession of Christ and the Holy Spirit. This goes on to the close of the Church age. Here in Exodus 18 we are carried forward to the next dispensation or age. This is a blessed foreshadow of millennial conditions. Zipporah restored to Moses is a perfect type of Israel brought back to the Lord. When Moses started for Egypt to bring God’s people out of the house of bondage his wife accompanied him. The Lord met him and sought to kill him. The reason for this was his failure in not having circumcised his son. It seems that this failure on his wife. 

At once Zipporah herself performed the operation on her son, and then, in hot anger, reproached Moses in the words: “A bloody husband thou art” (4:25). The disobedience of Zipporah in the matter of circumcising her son points to the failure of Israel under the Law. The separation of Zipporah from Moses, because he was a bloody husband, or literally, a husband of bloods, tells of Israel’s alienation from God through the offense of the Cross. Paul said in 1Cor. 1:2 We preach Christ crucified; unto the Jews a stumbling-block. It was blood-shedding which was the stumbling-block to Zipporah! Zipporah bore Moses two sons (18:3). The firstborn was Gershom, which means a stranger there. The reason for Moses giving him this name was: he said in  Ex 2:22 I have been a stranger in a strange land. This also speaks of Israel away from their land. The second son was named Eliezer, which means, God is my helper. Though scattered throughout the world, Israel has been helped of God. He has preserved them all through the centuries, preventing them from being either annihilated by the Gentiles. It is most significant that the name of this second son of Zipporah is not given until Exodus 18. 
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Ex 18 is where we have the Millennium in view. Gershom is referred to in Exodus 2, not so Eliezer; not until Israel has been restored to God will they recognize how marvelously He has helped them! Also notice the time when Zipporah and her sons were restored to Moses. It was when Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel His people that the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt; Then Jethro took Zipporah and her two sons and came unto Moses. It was not while Moses was presenting God’s demands before Pharaoh, nor in the morning following the Passover-night. It was when Moses had become Israel’s leader and law-giver! Also, Israel will not be restored to God until their rejected Messiah is manifested on earth as their King and Lord. This will start in the millennium. The place where Moses was when the reunion with his wife took place in V5 when he encamped at the mount of God: The “mount” speaks of the kingdom, of governmental authority. Refer to Ps 2:6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. And Refer to Isa 2:3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

It was from the summit of this same Mount that God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses. It was while seated upon a Mount that the Lord Jesus gave the laws of His Kingdom as well in (Mathew 5.). It was on the Mount that He was transfigured, which was a type of His Kingdom-glory. It is to the Mount that He shall return. Zec 14:4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south. The Mount of God (v. 5) speaks, of the governmental glory of God. And it is when the governmental glory of God shall be displayed in the person of His Son on earth that Israel shall be restored to Him! Notice that Zipporah and her sons were brought to Moses by a Gentile, for Jethro was a Midianite. Jethro, the Midianite, represents the Gentiles in the Millennium, who will then learn fully, how wonderful the Lord had preserved Israel not only through the changes of the centuries, but also through the birth-pangs of the Tribulation. 

Ex 18:7 And Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, and did obeisance, and kissed him; and they asked each other of their welfare; and they came into the tent. 8 And Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by the way, and how the LORD delivered them. 9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the LORD had done to Israel, whom he had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. In the millennium the jealousy and hatred of the Gentiles against the Jews will be removed. Ex 18:10 And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, who hath delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them. This will be the confession of the Gentiles when they learn of what the Lord has done for His people Israel.
Ex 18:12 And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before God. 
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This is a plain foreshadowing of what we read of in Isa 2:2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. The remainder of the verses in Exodus 18:13-27 record the failure of Moses and are written for our admonition. Ex 18:13And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and the people stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. 14 And when Moses' father-in-law Jethro saw all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people? why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even? 15 And Moses said unto his father-in-law, Because the people come unto me to enquire of God: 16 When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one and another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws. 

17 And Moses' father-in-law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not good. 18 Thou wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. 19 Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto God: 20 And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. 21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: 22 And let them judge the people at all seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden with thee. V21, 22 This is wise council on the part of Jethro. This also shows us that men must qualify for the ministry. First they must be able men and then they must fear God, they must be men of truth, they must hate covetousness. The Apostle Paul gives some instructions to Timothy concerning this very thing as well. 

Ex18:23 If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace. 24 So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father-in-law, and did all that he had said. 25 And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 26 And they judged the people at all seasons: the hard causes they brought unto Moses, but every small matter they judged themselves. 27 And Moses let his father-in-law depart; and he went his way into his own land. Moses had been appointed by the Lord as the leader and head of His people. As Jethro his father-in-law witnessed the demanding duties of his son-in-law, Moses was advising the people from morning to evening, he felt that Moses was undertaking too much. Jethro feared for his health, and suggested that his son-in-law appoint some assistants. Jethro did have some wise council. And from a natural standpoint Jethro’s counsel was kind and well-meaning. Though Moses cannot just be guided by natural principles; Moses must also get the spiritual counsel from Lord as well. We must weigh things by God’s word and will for our lives. Relatives mean well but sometimes it may not be the direction that Lord is taking us. Jethro did mean well and he did have wise counsel for Moses.
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For example: when the Lord Jesus announced to His disciples for the first time that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes to be killed, we are told that Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him. Mt 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. This is the human kindness of the flesh. But it ignored the will and glory of God. The answer of our Lord on this occasion is very solemn: Mt 16:23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.  That was the severest thing that Christ ever said to one of His own. What a solemn warning against being influenced by the natural affections of our friends!
Jethro said to Moses, hearken now unto my counsel (v. 19). So shall it be easier for thyself (v. 22). But God’s grace is sufficient! It is sad to see the effect which this specious suggestion had upon Moses. 

In Nu 11:14 (Moses said) I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me. Moses complained to the Lord. The servant of God must remember that he is not called upon to bear any people alone. God said, Isa 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Ps 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. Sometimes the servant of Christ fails and the failure wears the appearance of humility. It seems like distrust of one’s self, and to shrink under the heavy responsibility. But all we need to ask is, Has God imposed that responsibility? If so, He will assuredly be with me in supporting it. Having Him with me, I can endure anything. With Him, the weight of a mountain is nothing; without Him, the weight of a feather is overwhelming. It is a totally different thing if a man, in the vanity of his mind, take a burden upon his shoulder which God never intended him to bear. We would expect to see him fail beneath the weight, but if God lays it upon him, He will qualify and strengthen him to carry it. 

The deepest humility will express itself by remaining where God has placed us in simple dependence upon God. If we are occupied about self, we will shrink with inability to complete the service. God does not call us unto service on the ground of our ability, but on His own ability. All power belongs to God, and it does not matter whether that power acts through one agent or through seventy. The power is still the same.  Moses complained to God of the burden, and the Lord reduced it. Nu 11:16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee. 17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone. There was no fresh power introduced. It was a distribution of the “Spirit” which had rested on one “Moses” now it was being placed on seventy! Ex 19:1 In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 For they were departed from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount.
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3 And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; 4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. Here again is the two-fold redemption of out of and into. I took you from the land of the Egyptians and I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself.  V5 is speaking of the law that He is going to give these people. If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people. This tells us that the law was good. The Apostle Paul said that the law is Holy and Just and good. If Israel could have kept the law, they would have been a peculiar treasure unto the Lord above all people. The law would have produced that in Israel if they could have kept it but they could not. Ex 19:6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. Israel has yet to be a kingdom of priests and an holy nation. Notice here that the Gentile has been in God’s plan all along because if Israel was going to be a kingdom of priests, who were they going to minister to? The Gentiles. 

They will yet fulfill this in the end time because Israel will be God’s worldwide evangelist and they are the only ones committed with this ministry. Ex 19:7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words which the LORD commanded him. Ex 19:8 And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD. This is where Israel put themselves under the law. God did not put them under the law, He gave them a choice. He tells them first of all that they saw what He did to the Egyptians and how that He bore them on Eagles wings, unto myself. Then they make their own decision whether there are going to be under the law or not. They said all that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD. Ex 19:9 And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee forever. And Moses told the words of the people unto the LORD. The first thing we find about the law after the people said all that the LORD hath spoken we will do, they put themselves under the law right here. Immediately the Lord says, I come unto thee in a thick cloud. 

This tells us something about the law, that it always veils God or it always separates God from humanity. They were coming to a throne of justice. You and I don’t need justice, we need grace. Ex 19:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes, 11 And be ready against the third day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the sight of all the people upon mount Sinai. Here we have emphasized what was noted upon the opening verse of the chapter. It was in the third month when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt that they arrived at Sinai; and it was on the third day of this month (twice repeated) that the Lord declared He would come down in the sight of His people. The people were to sanctify themselves, even to the point of washing their clothes. How plainly this indicated that God would draw nigh only to a people who were clean. It shows us that it is sin which separates the God from humanity. Ex 19:12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: The results of the law is that the law puts people in bondage. 
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The law always sets bounds, but in the New Testament it says, the truth has made us free. Take heed to yourself; means that the law always places people’s eyes upon themselves. It puts the responsibility of their own walk on themselves to walk right or else. Ex 19:13 There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount. Here are the consequences for disobeying the law. There is always the voice of condemnation that issues from the law. Ex 19:14 And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. 15 And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives. 16 And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. The revelation at Mount Sinai was a revelation of the Divine holiness of God. So, there. was the necessity for the preparations and precautions of this text. The design of the law giving was to bring to light, and impress on people’s minds, that holiness and justice are essential parts of God’s character. 

This is what underlies all his dealings with them, even when it is veiled by tenderness and grace. Ex 19:17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 19 And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. 20 And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and the LORD called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through unto the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish. 22 And let the priests also, which come near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break forth upon them. 23 And Moses said unto the LORD, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst us, saying, Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it. 24 And the LORD said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people break through to come up unto the LORD, lest he break forth upon them. 

25 So Moses went down unto the people, and spake unto them. Note the scene here. A thick cloud upon the mount; thunders and lightnings; the voice of a trumpet exceeding loud; a fire burning unto the midst of heaven (Deuteronomy 4:11); smoke as of a furnace,  the result of the action of the fire; the mountain quaking. What we have here is not God the Judge, charging before him trembling and convicted sinners, to pronounce on them a sentence of doom; but a God of grace, summoning to His presence a people whom He loves, and has redeemed, and has just declared to be to Him a peculiar treasure, above all people. The design of this manifestation is to give to Israel a law which shall be the bond of a covenant between Him and them, and by which it is intended that they shall order their lives. The fire is the symbol of holiness. The thick cloud suggests mystery. It tells also of how God must veil his glory from man, so that man is not be consumed by it. The smoke speaks of wrath (Deuteronomy 29:20). Why all this awfulness and terror? The answers are: The Law is the revelation of God's holiness. It is the expression of the demand of holiness. Then secondly; That the full requirements of God's holiness should be made known. Sooner or later the requirements must be brought to light. Then thirdly; That men might have the knowledge of sin. 
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The law must be made known that men may understand the number and extent of their transgressions. The law giving at Sinai, therefore, marks a distinct stage in the progress of God’s revelation. The design was to give Israel a just impression of what the law really was. This law which they were binding themselves to keep force upon them the conviction of its great awfulness and sanctity. Then fourthly; Most of those to whom the law was given, while outwardly were the people of God; were about to take on them the obligations of a solemn covenant, and they were really unregenerate people. The law shows by its form that it was not made for a righteous man (1 Timothy 1:9). 1Ti 1:9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers. Fifthly: For the sin which the law brought to light, showed no proper punishment was as yet provided. Typical atonements in the animal sacrifices were offered; but not till the great propitiator Jesus Christ came could the guilt be actually removed. God’s forgiveness, under this first covenant, were not the remission proper. 

Romans tells us of that. Ro 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; Christ came for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament (Hebrews 9:15), tells us of that. Heb 9:15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. This fact, that the law had claims against the sinner, yet there was no proper means that existed yet to satisfy sin in the manner in which the law was declared. Sixth: The law, in the peculiar way in which it entered into the covenant, was not a saving and blessing power. It could only condemn. The law, as it entered into the covenant with Israel, could neither justify nor sanctify. It concluded all under sin, and left them there. It could not in itself even to the lower task of restraining our outward corruptions. The law was ineffectual to keep sin in check. It could give commandments written on stone, but had no power to write them on the fleshly tables of the heart (2 Corinthians 3:1-18.).

When God reveals Himself, it is in a manner suitable to the occasion. No revelation that He has made of Himself has ever been so terrible as that at Mount Sinai. Here was a people with a gross  heart; who delighted in flesh-pots of Egypt, corrupted by slavery, careless of freedom, immoral, and given over to idolatry. They were the people of God that had to be elevated into God’s living witness among the nations. They are to be the depository of God’s truth, the teacher of the rest of mankind for the ages. This nation had received a Divine revelation, that very dreadful consequences would follow the neglect of it. At other times and in other places God has pursued different methods. To Elijah, He revealed Himself in the still small voice; to Isaiah and the Apostle John in visions; to the Apostles generally in the solemn teaching of His Son Jesus Christ. Then to the Apostle Paul, wherein he heard unspeakable words. The contrast between the day of the giving of the law on Mount Sinai and the day of Pentecost was different. The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the coming of Jesus were, both of them, gentle and peaceful. They were suited to the time when God, was about to seek to win men to Himself by the preaching of good tidings, by the gospel of love. The clouds and terrors of Sinai would here have been out of place. In complete harmony there were two occasions: Bethlehem, with the humble stable. 
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And as God reveals himself to His Church in manifold ways, each fitting the occasion, so does he reveal Himself to individuals. But at Mount Sinai He comes clothed in His terrors. He visits with that awful dread which from time to time comes over the soul, that it is lost, hopelessly lost, alienated from God forever. But to us at this time He shows Himself as gentle. He whispers hope, He instils faith, He awakens love. In every case He studies the needs of the individual, and adapts His revelation of Himself to us. Now He warns by the still small voice of conscience. He desires to wake men out of sleep. He desires to keep us out of a self-complacency which is worse than sleep. He is allowing this by withdrawing Himself at times and allowing us to fall. But as He says in Ps 37:24 Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand. It is for man to choose and to take advantage of every Divine manifestation, to listen when God speaks, to obey when He calls, to make the use of each occasion which He has intended us to have. It is that we may receive God’s revelations of Himself in His own way.
The Law served to reveal sin, demonstrate humanity's inability to obey God perfectly, and point towards the need for a Savior, which was fulfilled by Jesus. This all points to Christ.
