Exodus 24 October 21, 2025
Ex 24:1 And he said unto Moses, Come up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship ye afar off. This shows us the veil because of the law. With Abraham they could get close to God, but now we read words like worship afar off, stay back and so forth. This tells us that man cannot approach God on the ground of his own works. Mark that this was said by the Lord before the legal covenant had been confirmed, and before a single failure had been recorded against Israel. Even if there been no failure, or disobedience, the keeping of God’s commandments cannot assure access into the Divine presence as the words “afar off” plainly show. For any man to come unto the Father, the work of Christ was required. Ex 24:2 And Moses alone shall come near the LORD: but they shall not come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him. Moses was the intercessor but we will see a little later even Moses was shut out because of the law. An exception was made in the case of Moses, not because he possessed any superior claim upon God, nor because he was personally entitled to such a privilege, but only because he was the appointed mediator between God and His people. Moses here is the type of the Lord Jesus Christ as mediator. 

Christ our mediator had to suffer for sins, “The Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18). Ex 24:3 And Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the LORD hath said will we do. When the people heard the law of God they responded with complete agreement (all the people answered with one voice). Israel had tremendous over-confidence. The way they seemed to easily say to God, “We will keep Your law” seemed to lack appreciation for how complete and deeply comprehensive God’s law is. Israel as a nation had been terrified by God’s presence at Sinai and they were in no state of mind to do anything but agree with God. The picture here seems to show them up on the mountain with God. This to me seems to be the Old Testament Mount of Transfiguration, for here God showed His glory as never before. Here we witness Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel in the very presence of God, and not only are we told that “He laid not His hand on them, (V11), but they were thoroughly at ease in His presence, for they did “eat and drink” before Him!  Some background information: In Exodus 19 we saw God proposing to enter into a covenant with Israel, making their national blessing contingent upon their obedience to His commandments. 

To the terms of this covenant Israel unanimously agreed. Following their purification, of themselves, three days later God came down to the summit of Mount Sinai and spoke to Moses, charging him to go and again warn the people assembled at its base. After that God spoke all that is recorded in Exodus 20 to 23 concerning the Commandments. Ex 24:4 And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD. Moses knew that the people could not keep the law and so he pointed them to Calvary in a figure with the blood sacrifice, so that the people would be spared and not be completely judged by the law. This was in obedience to what the Lord had said unto Moses as recorded in Ex 20:24. Note: the young men were probably the “first born” who had been sanctified unto the Lord in Ex 13:2. These performed this priestly work because the Levites had not yet been set apart to that office. 


Ex 24:6 And Moses took half of the blood, and put it in basons; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be obedient. This is a good example of our own experience, first the blood of Christ that was shed for all humanity in order that we might come into the presence of God. Next, he took the book of the covenant which tells us of the will of God for us and how that God has brought us in and shown us His word.
This sprinkling of the blood meant a solemn agreement of the covenant into which Israel entered with God at Mount Sinai. Note also that the covenant God made with Noah was also by a sacrifice offered to Him: Genesis 8:20 to 9; then was also in connection with the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 15:9, 10, 17). Ex 24:8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words. 9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: 10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

I want to tell you about sapphire! There were two Ananias’ in the Bible. One was with the Apostle Paul when he regained his sight. Do you know what was the first thing Paul saw when he regained his sight? It was Ananias which means grace of Yah. Yah in the Bible, is a shortened form of the divine name Yahweh, or the personal name of God revealed to Moses. Grace is the thing that opens our eyes. The first thing that Paul saw was the grace of God. Notice Paul was not with anybody else. The other Ananias in the Bible, was one who died. He dropped dead. 
His name also means grace of God. How come He dropped dead? Ac 5:1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. This Ananias or Sapphira were not believers. If they were believers, we have a problem; they dropped dead without a chance given. We know that Christ has taken our sins and there is no condemnation for us, but they dropped dead. There is something very interesting in the book of Acts. When Paul was to regain his sight; it was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; but with Ananias and Sapphira, it was said he was a certain man. 

Do you know that every time in Acts that it mentions a believer, it says a certain disciple? In most cases, not all, when it talks about unbelievers, it says a certain man or woman. If it has a certain man or woman and it is a believer, it tells us they are believers. Acts 9:36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which if you read on, she is a believer.  Acts 16:1 then Paul came to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek: Timothy was a believer. Acts 9:10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias that was with Paul. In Acts 8:9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: This man wanted to buy God’s miracles. He was a certain man; he was not saved. Then in Acts 10:1, there was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius. God sent Peter to his house. He was a certain man why? He wasn’t saved yet. Cornelius gave his heart to the Lord. Notice when Ananias appeared to Paul or God’s grace appeared to Paul, He was alone. It was just Paul and Ananias. But in the case of Ananias and Sapphira death occurred. He is not here by himself. He is here with Sapphira or Sapphire. 

What does that mean grace and sapphire? In the Jewish Talmud, it is written that God wrote the Ten Commandments on sapphire stone and it is a special kind of sapphire called lapis-lazuli, sapphire. What is the difference between the Jewish Torah and the Talmud? The Torah contains the first five books of the Bible, while the Talmud is a massive collection of rabbinic debates, interpretations, and elaborations on the Torah’s laws, stories, and teachings. In essence, the Torah is the divine instruction, and the Talmud provides the human reasoning and detailed application of those instructions for everyday life.  If you look up sapphire you will find lapis-lazuli next to the word sapphire. Its color is blue. Ex 24:9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel: 10 And they saw the God of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. “Paved work;” Refers to the finished work of the Savior Jesus Christ which forms the basis of His Millennial reign. Christ came here to finish the Father’s work (John 5:17, 17:4), piecing it all together, that it might be a pavement of glory as the place of His feet. The body of heaven in his clearness speaks of the Divine counsels. If we look up to heaven on a clear day all is blue. It is the intensity of the depths of space, and it is infinite, just like God’s counsels. 

But in Christ, God has brought His counsels so near that we may expect them as the body of heaven in its clearness. Also Jesus is the only One that fulfilled the Law for us. It is also said that sapphire stone is formed under intense heat and pressure. Jesus suffered intense heat as He faced the journey to the cross in the Garden of Gethsemane. There He sweat great drops of blood and even much more on the cross as the judgement of God was poured out upon Him. If you will recall the top part of Mount Sinai was burned but it was burned deep blue. And God wrote the Ten Commandments on Sapphire stones. Now with Ananias and Sapphira, we have the grace of God married to the law. What is this? Mixture! It is the ministry of death. The Old Testament law is referred to as the “ministry of death” because it exposed sin and human inability to follow God’s commands, which leads to condemnation and death. This phrase, found in 2 Corinthians 3, means the law’s purpose was to show humanity’s need for a savior by revealing their sinfulness and inability to achieve righteousness on their own. 2Co 3:7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away: 

8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. When Ananias went to Paul, it was pure grace. But the moment you try to bring grace and law, (Ananias and Sapphira) it becomes mixture and mixture is deadly. Mixture is the ministry of death. Grace is the ingredient that counteracts sin. If we allow the grace of God to take full control of our lives, it will build us up. Ge 45:15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him. When they talked with Joseph, all the walls, partitions and separation is gone. Talk to Jesus and kiss Him and pour out your trials upon Him. He will break down all the walls and partitions and our separation will be gone. When I see a child on the airplane and I talk to them, they are nervous, but when a child comes to talk to me, I know that they are comfortable in my presence. Now every fear has been vanished. All cares have been removed. All regrets are taken away from our hearts as we talk with Jesus and that is what the Lord wants from us. 


Now because of the blood and the Book of the covenant, we find Ex 24:11 And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw God, and did eat and drink. Here is the fellowship and the same thing happens in our lives, as we take the blood of Christ which cleanses us from all evil and gives us access into the presence of God. We take the book corresponding to the wonderful truth that God has given to us and as a result we are able to eat and drink with God and have fellowship on the basis of Calvary. In Revelation 7:14,15, we read, And He said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. The elders of Exodus 24 were representatives of the Nation. Here then was a blood-sprinkled people, who had not yet broken the covenant, in communion with God. The eating and drinking tells of the fullness of their welcome and of the peace which ruled their hearts in the Presence of the Lord. There is something else to note: It is the repeated mention of Nadab and Abihu in V1, 9. They were both sons of Aaron, and with their father were selected for this privilege. We must understand that neither light nor privilege can ensure salvation. Both Nadab and Abihu later on  meet with a terrible end. 

They offered strange fire before the Lord, which He commanded them not to do. And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them; and they died before the Lord (Lev. 10:1, 2). In our chapter here, they were consecrated to the priesthood and it was while in the performance of their duty in this office, that because of their failure in it, they fell under the judgment of God. This is warning that sinks deep into our hearts. Just because a person has an office and special privileges that is powerless to save. Joh 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. They did not do this. We worship in Spirit and truth. Israel’s history continued for almost fifteen hundred years after this memorable occasion, but never again did their elders see God, and never again did they eat and drink in His presence. Sin came in; their very next act was to break the holy Law by making and worshipping a golden calf, and the next time we see them drinking, it is of the waters of judgment (Ex 32:20). How blessed to remember that what Israel (through their official heads) enjoyed for a brief season, is now ours forever! A way has been opened for us into the very presence of God, and there, within the veil, we may commune with Him.

Ex 24:12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them. In the remainder of our chapter Moses is once again separated from Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and the seventy elders, as the mediator. He received from God the two tables of stone which God had written. For this purpose Moses is called up to meet the Lord on Mount Sinai at the summit. He remained there for forty days and nights alone with God. Ex 24:13 And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God. Joshua is already in training and you will find this so often in scripture that God has His men in training many years before they are ever used. God may call you many years before He uses you. There is difference between being called and being sent. Ex 24:14 And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 15 And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16 And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.

17 And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 18 And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights. Here Moses is waiting for instruction. 40 is always the number of testing in the scripture. During this time the glory of the Lord was displayed before the eyes of Israel for seven days. It was a glory like devouring fire (V15 to 18). This was the glory of His holiness, as is seen by the symbol of devouring fire. This is the glory of the Lord in His relationship with Israel on the basis of the law. It was a glory therefore that no sinner could dare approach, for holiness and sin cannot be brought together; but now, through the grace of God, on the ground of accomplished atonement, we believers can not only draw near, and be at home in the glory. 2Co 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. We approach boldly, and with delight to gaze upon the glory, because every ray we behold in the face of Christ glorified is a proof of the fact that our sins are put away, and that redemption is accomplished.

V 16, 18 And the glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days; and the seventh day He called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. And Moses went into the midst of the cloud. How beautiful and how perfect the type! After six days, which speaks of work and toil, on the seventh day, which tells of rest. Moses, the mediator, is called by God to enter the glory. So of Jesus of whom Moses was the type it is written, Heb 4:10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from His. And what is the character of the “rest” into which He has entered? The answer is in: Joh 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. Yes, He has entered into the Glory. Moses going up the Mount and entering the cloud to commune with God is a type of the Ascension of Christ, following the triumphant completion of the work on the cross which had been given Him to do. The subject of communion between the Lord and Moses during the forty days in the Mount are told in the next six chapters of Exodus. They tell us about the marvelous and mysterious Tabernacle, the pattern of which Moses was shown while there on Mount Sinai. 

As we shall yet see, the Tabernacle and all its parts prefigure the manifold perfections of the Lord Jesus Christ. They make known the full provisions of God’s grace stored up in His beloved Son Jesus. They are the provisions which meet every need of His people. It is not until after it has been fully described that we Moses descends from the Mount. The Holy Spirit supplied us with an important key to open the spiritual treasures of this portion of the Word of God, by intimating that the Tabernacle speaks of what God’s grace has furnished for us during this time of the Mediator Jesus Christ’s absence from the earth. The next thing recorded in this book in the next chapters are pictures of the Redeemer. Moses did not end His days there upon Sinai, but returned unto his people. So also the Lord Jesus who has gone on High is not to remain absent from the earth forever. The words of the angels to His disciples at His ascension make this forever clear. “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven (Acts 1:11). Jesus shall return to this same earth from which He went to heaven, return in person just as literally and truly as He left it.

The Scriptures divide the second coming of Christ into two distinct stages; the first, when Jesus descends from heaven for us, to receive us unto Himself. 1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. The second stage is found in: Col 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. We will appear with Him in glory. Then there follows the time of  Jacob’s trouble spoken of in Jer 30:7 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. This is also known as the Great Tribulation. After this period of time, the Lord Jesus descends in blessing. For Israel Isa 66:8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children. Then in full manifested glory Jesus Christ will dwell in their midst. This will be during the Millennium. Moses came down twice from Mount Sinai after he had entered the glory! 

Note first how Israel was conducting themselves during the time of his absence in the Mount: Ex 32:1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. This is the very condition of the Jews today during the Messiah’s absence. They do not know what to think. But that is not all. During Moses’ absence they made a calf of gold and worshipped it. Today we are witnessing the very same thing over again. If there is one thing which characterizes the Jew today above everything else, it is not the love of pleasure, as with the Gentiles, but the lust for gold. The modern-day Israel is not about the literal worship of a golden calf but represents the modern sin of idolatry, where the pursuit of wealth and material success can overshadow spiritual and ethical values. While Israel has a vibrant economy and a high standard of living, there is the desire for potential material gain which distracts from spiritual purpose. Israel has a high rate of income inequality compared to other developed countries. The concentration of wealth among a small elite raises concerns. There is the potential for the wealthy to prioritize their own stability over social justice. 

With one of the highest costs of living, Israeli society is highly consumer-oriented. This can create pressure to pursue material gain, similar to the motivations behind the ancient Israelites’ desire for wealth. Just as Moses when he descended from Mount Sinai and found Israel worshipping the golden calf, the Jews will be occupied with wanting riches. One reason to believe the false prophet antichrist; the lie to believe a better life. Ex 32:19 And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 20 And he took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and strawed it upon the water, and made the children of Israel drink of it. He made them drink a bitter cup of their own providing. In the tribulation, Israel shall be made to drink of the vials of God’s wrath. But though painful will be their despairs, the Jews will not be completely destroyed. Moses like Christ, returned unto the Lord and interceded on Israel’s behalf (Ex 32:30, 32). So also will the Lord Jesus yet intercede before God on behalf of the Jews.
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