Exodus 25:31-40 The Lampstand November 25, 2025
Ex 25:31 And thou shalt make a candlestick (Lampstand)of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same. This is our third piece of furniture which tells of Christ as the light of the world. Lampstand is the correct meaning. There are no wax candles in the Holy place. Note the wicks of the Lampstand had to be trimmed. Each day a priest trimmed the wick and replenished the oil that kept the seven lamps burning (Exodus 30:7, 8). Our wicks have to be trimmed so that we will shine brighter and brighter. Our English Bibles terms this as the “Candlestick,” but a better rendition of the Hebrew word is Lampstand. There are no candles burned on the Lampstand. There are seven lamps (Ex. 25:25, 37) which are fed with oil (Lev. 24:2, 4). The Lampstand was in the Holy Place. This was the chamber entered only by the priestly family. This was the place that they ministered to God. It was the place of communion. The three items here speak of fellowship. They are the Table, with its twelve loaves, pointed to Christ as the Substance of our fellowship, the One on whom we feed. The Lampstand foreshadowed Christ as the power for fellowship, as supplying the light necessary to it. The Incense-altar, figures Christ as maintaining our fellowship, by His intercession before the Father.

It is here in the Holy Place, in God’s presence, the Light dwelt. For us today we have access to Him, because the veil has been rent. The Holy Place and the Holy of Holies are no longer two separate compartments, but one where we can enter now. All the sacred vessels of the Holy of Holies and the Holy Place are now available the believer who, by grace, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:5). Refer to Mt 27:50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. But for the unbeliever, it states in Proverbs 4:19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. Black shadows rest upon the world which has cast out the Light of Life.  In this day in our age, it is now night-time because the Dayspring from on High, Jesus Christ is absent. The Lampstand tells of the gracious provision which God has made for His own beloved people during this time of darkness or what we experience in this evil world. 

The Lampstand is for the night season! The illuminating Lampstand speaks of Christ right now because we have access into the true sanctuary and we walk in the light as He is in the light. 1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. V31 And thou shalt make a Lampstand of pure gold: of beaten work shall the lampstand be made. Unlike the ark and the table of shewbread, there was no wood in the composition of the Lampstand. It was solid gold. The Lampstand, though made of pure gold, was of beaten work. It was not melted and put in a mold. The talent of gold is often estimated to be around 75 to 110 pounds. You can imagine the size of the Lampstand. It was wrought or beaten upon by the hammers of skilled workmen until it was shaped into a beautiful and symmetrical form. Only by Divinely given wisdom could this solid talent of gold be made with the base, shaft and branches. Ex 31:2 See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: Uri means my light and Bezaleel means white, which speaks especially of the Holy Spirit working in the Church today. 

It is the light of God. Notice the parallel in v6. Ex 31:6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded thee;   Aholiab is helping Bezaleel. This seems to indicate that Aholiab is like the Apostle Paul as the Master builder. Paul did not do things on his own, but he was the Apostle for this age, so he is a type of Aholiab. So, we have Aholiab, a type of the Apostle Paul helping Bezaleel, the type of the Holy Spirit. Note: The Lampstand was the only vessel or portion of the Tabernacle which was made of beaten work. Remember the “golden calf” which Aaron made, was from cast in a mold (Ex. 32:4). Idolatry is according to man’s mind, which is quickly and easily molded into shape. But what has glorified God and secured our redemption was wrought or beaten at a great cost. The “beaten gold” here speaks of a suffering Christ glorified. Jesus Christ was glorified by His perfect but painful Work. The pure gold speaks of the Divine side of Christ. The beaten gold plainly foreshadowed the glorification of Jesus Christ who was beaten with many stripes on our behalf. Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

The Lampstand stood higher than the Table or the Altar of Incense. Its light enabled the priests to minister within the Holy Place. The pattern of the Lampstand is described in Exodus 25:31-36. 31 And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, shall be of the same. 32 And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of the other side: 33 Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the candlestick. 34 And in the candlesticks shall be four bowls made like unto almonds, with their knops and their flowers. 35 And there shall be a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, and a knop under two branches of the same, according to the six branches that proceed out of the candlestick. 36 Their knops and their branches shall be of the same: all it shall be one beaten work of pure gold. It consisted of one central stem, with three lateral branches springing from either side.

Each branch was adorned with knops, flowers and bowls. The knops were buds, almonds; the bowls were for holding the oil which fed the lights. Then at each end of each branch was the bowl or lamp. All was of one piece, beaten out by the workmen gifted with Divine skill. The seven lamps were a very interesting part of the Lampstand itself. The sevenfold radiance of the Lampstand speaks of Christ as the brightness of God’s glory. Heb 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high: Note: When the white light is broken into its varied parts there are seven colors, as seen in the rainbow. Also, the seven lamps symbolize the Holy Spirit in His power and perfections. Rev. 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne; The type appears to have a double application. It shows the marvelous accuracy of His ministry toward believers. The Spirit works as the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9; 1 Peter 1:11).


The fact that the seven lamps were supported by the Lampstand foreshadowed the fact that the Holy Spirit was given to us, and has come because of our glorified Redeemer Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus said to His apostles, When the Comforter is come, whom I will send from the Father (John 15:26). Then on the day of Pentecost, when explaining the outpouring of the Holy Spirit’s gifts, Peter attributed them to the ascended Christ: Acts 2:36 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. Ex 25:32 And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of the other side: 33 Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a knop and a flower in one branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop and a flower: so in the six branches that come out of the candlestick. The knop had the rounded unopened bud. So, there were three stages of the almond, the bud, the flower, and the ripened fruit. We also saw this in Aaron’s rod in Numbers 17:8 Behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and blossomed blossoms and yielded almonds. 

This represents the three stages of life which were seen on the branches of the Lampstand: the bud, flower, fruit. The almond is the symbol of resurrection. It is the glory of the Risen One, Christ the almonds of gold! The almond is the first trees in Palestine to bud, displaying the new life of spring as early as January. The Hebrew word for almond means vigilant or watchful. Jeremiah 1:11 Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree.12 Then said the Lord unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it. We believers too have the three stages of life, the bud, flower, and fruit. Some Christians never develop fruit because they refuse to take in the word of God which matures us. Refer to Mt 13:4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: We want to be like those in Mt 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

The Lampstand’s location: Exodus 40:24 And He put the lampstand in the tent of the congregation over against the table, on the side of the Tabernacle southward. Note the direction southward. We see that west known in scripture as the direction of prosperity and blessing: Exodus 10:19; Deuteronomy 33:23; Joshua 8:12; Isaiah 59:19. The east tells of sharp distress and Divine judgment: Genesis 3:24, 13:11, 41:6; Exodus 10:13, 14:21.Isaiah 46:11. The north is the Hebrew word which means cold, obscure, dark. It is the direction from which evil comes; Jeremiah 1:14, 4:6. The sunny south, the opposite from the north, tells of warmth light, and blessing: see Job 37:17; Psalm 126:4; Ps 78:26;  Luke 12:55; Deuteronomy 33:3; Acts 27:13. Thee Lampstand was placed on the south side of the Tabernacle. The Hebrew word for south means bright, radiant! The Light of Christ warms the soul. The fact that the Lampstand was made of beaten gold and was ornamented with almonds shows that it is the suffering Christ now risen and glorified which is here foreshadowed. Second, its being set in the Holy Place shows us that it is Christ hidden from the world, enjoyed only by the priestly family which we are a part of that today. Third, its seven lamps of oil tell of the sufficiency of the Holy Spirit as Christ’s gift to His people. 

Fourth, the time when the Lampstand was used in the Holy Place was during the night: Ex. 27:21 Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before the Lord. They had to maintain the Lampstand by cutting the wicks back so that the light shines brighter. The most prominent thing with the Lampstand was its seven branches, supporting the lighted lamps. This foreshadowed the person and ministry of the Holy Spirit. This also represents the Holy Spirit shining in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). It is the Holy Spirit within the Sanctuary, glorifying Christ, taking of the things of Christ and showing them to us believers. It is the operations of the Holy Spirit directed by the glorified Son of God. The purposes which were served by the seven lighted lamps portray the leading aspects of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to Christ’s people. First, the lighted lamps revealed the beautiful workmanship of the Lampstand itself: Verse 37And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against the face of it. This tells us of the principal design of the Holy Spirit’s ministry toward and in the saints. As the Savior promised in John 16:14 He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you. 

The Holy Spirit does this by revealing Christ to us by making Him real to us, by appealing Him to our hearts. It is only by the Holy Spirit that we are enabled to behold and enjoy the excellencies of Christ. Ps. 36:9 It is in His light alone that we see light. The Lampstand was also placed opposite the Table, so that it would cast its light upon its contents: The shewbread remained on the Table seven days, when it became the food of Aaron and his sons, who ate it in the Holy Place (Lev. 24:8, 9). There they refreshed themselves with that which had delighted the eye of God. Imagine them sitting down and enjoying such a feast in darkness. No! It was in Light that was their necessity. Without the Light of Christ, it all would have been confusion and disorder. That is the same for us. This teaches us that it is only by the ministry and power of the Holy Spirit that Christians can perceive Christ as the Bread of God to sustain His people. It is only by the Holy Spirit we are enabled to feed on Christ and draw from His fullness, that the new man may be nourished and strengthened and to grow in fullness. Also, the Lampstand is mentioned in connection with the burning of incense on the Golden-altar: 

And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense on it. And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it (Ex. 30:7, 8). Apart from the light furnished by the Lampstand the priests could not have seen the golden altar and would have been unable to minister there. This altar speaks both of worship and supplication. Here too the Holy Spirit tells us that apart from Him we can do nothing. Then the Lampstand is said to shed its light before the Lord (Ex. 40:25). The Holy Spirit in the book of Revelation shows us seven lamps which are the seven Spirits of God. They are expressly said to be burning before the Throne (Rev. 4:5), while in Revelation 5:6 they are seen in connection with the Lamb as He rises to administer judgment. The Lampstand shining before the Lord will find its accomplishment when Christ overthrows the enemy of God and reigns till He hath put all enemies under His feet. This will be during the Millennium when Christ, in the fullness of the Holy Spirit’s power, shall be manifested as the Sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2). Isa 11:1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

This is a very remarkable description and fulfillment of the sevenfold radiance of the Lampstand. Here we also have a sevenfold reference of the relationship of the Holy Spirit to Christ during His Millennial reign. There are three sections in verse 2. The order corresponds exactly with the construction of the seven branched Lampstand. We have “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him in V2:” This is separated from the other six by the absence of a connecting word “and” to what follows. This reminds us of the one central stem. The next six references are arranged in three pairs (as the “ands” show). These are like the three pairs of branches growing out of the central stem! Then we have its covering. Nu 4:9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it: 10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers’ skins, and shall put it upon a bar. The cloth of blue, emphasizes the Divine glory of Christ. In this we are reminded that only saints in priestly communion can recognize and enjoy the Light of life as the Holy One. The blue is concealed in the badgers’ skins that covered it. 

This is a solemn picture of the fact that the ungodly are without any knowledge of the true Light: The way of the wicked is as darkness (Prov. 4:19). Then Paul describes the lack among believers in 2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 2Ti 4:4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 2Co 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? Belial means worthlessness or wickedness. It is used as another word for Satan. After this time only twice is the Lampstand referred to. First, in 1 Samuel 3:3, but we will start here first. 1Sa 1:1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephrathite: 2 And he (Elkanah) had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 

3 And this man (Elkanah) went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the LORD, were there. 1Sa 1:5 But unto Hannah he (Elkanah) gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the LORD had shut up her womb. Hannah was barren. 1Sa 1:6 And her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because the LORD had shut up her womb. 1Sa 1:7 And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the LORD, so she provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat. 8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons? 9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD. 10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore. 11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O LORD of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli marked her mouth. 

13 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken. 14 And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 15 And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the LORD. 16 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto. 1Sa 1:20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD. 1Sa 1:26 And she said, (to Eli) Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my petition which I asked of him: 28 Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the LORD. And he worshipped the LORD there. And the child (Samuel) did minister unto the LORD before Eli the priest. 12 Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial; they knew not the LORD. These sons of Eli were wicked men. 

First, we are told that Eli’s sons took a three-pronged fork and ate whatever meat they brought out of the pot when sacrificing an animal. This was in contradiction with the law for priests, who were commanded to eat the breast and upper thigh of the animals (Leviticus 7:30–34). Second, Eli’s sons were sleeping with the women who were dedicated to the service of the tabernacle (1 Samuel 2:22). This was against God’s law forbidding adultery (Exodus 20:14). 1Sa 3:2 And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 4 That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. 5 And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 6 And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. 

And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child. 9 Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth. 11 And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. 12 In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end. This “thing” was the sore judgment which fell upon the degenerate sons of Eli. The prophetic and dispensational application is before the long Night of Israel’s unbelief is ended, God will bring upon them the Great Tribulation and judge them for their sins. The second reference of the Lampstand is in Daniel 5. Here again is a night scene. Belshazzar, was with his wicked courtiers and concubines, in the midst of a drunken party. He gave orders that the golden vessels which had been taken from the Temple when his grandfather captured Jerusalem, should be brought in and drunk out of.  God’s response was prompt: In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand and wrote over against the Lampstand upon the plaster of the wall (Dan 5:5). 

This time it was a message of misery pronounced upon the Babylonians, pointing forward to the end of the times of the Gentiles, when the vials of God’s wrath shall be poured out upon this Christ-rejecting world. The relevance of these two messages of judgment being linked with the Lampstand is so clear. Refer to 1Jo 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. God is light means, He is unspeakably holy, and therefore must punish sin: it brings before us the other side of the truth. Light exposes and burns as well as warm and illuminates! For believers the Light is the Light of life; but for unbelievers stuck in unbelief, it will yet blind and overwhelm them. How thankful should every Christian be that we are “children of light.” Pr 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 

Christ is the Light to His people; 2 Corinthians 4:6; says the Light in His people. 2Co 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Then the Light shines through His people Mt 5:14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Eph 5:13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.
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