Exodus 25:19-22 Continued November 11, 2025
Last week we looked at the golden pot, which contained the manna. The amount stored was one omer which, is from Exodus 16:16. It was the quantity for each man. In Exodus the amount preserved was the measure of a man. But the Golden Pot in the book of Hebrews tells us that it contained the Man Christ Jesus who is now glorified. This is the same thought found in the crown of gold which was around the top of the ark. We can compare Exodus 25:18 with Hebrews 9:5 where the cherubim of gold is called the Cherubim of Glory. It is in the Man Christ Jesus, who is now crowned with glory and honor. This is God’s food for His people and where it is to be found. Just as in another type, when the famine-stricken people came to Pharaoh for corn, that he referred them to the once humbled, but then exalted Joseph. The second article within the ark was Aaron’s rod that budded. This takes us back to Numbers 17 where we have the historical account of it. In Numbers 16, we read of a revolt against Moses and Aaron headed up by Korah. This revolt was by jealousy of the authority that God had delegated to His two servants, Moses and Aaron. Because of this revolt God’s judgment was poured out on Korah. The Lord told Moses to take twelve rods, one for each tribe, writing Aaron’s name on the rod for Levi. 

These rods were laid up before the ark and the one that should be made to blossom would indicate the one chosen of God to be the priestly tribe. Next morning it was found that Aaron’s rod had brought forth buds, and then it had blossomed blossoms, and then it also yielded almonds. Afterwards, the Lord ordered Moses to bring Aaron’s rod before the testimony to be kept for a token against Korah’s rebellion. The issue that Korah and his company had was that of the priestly ministry. They questioned, who had the right to exercise it. In deciding this issue the tribal rods (symbols of authority) were laid up before the Lord. This showed that the matter was taken entirely out of the hands of man and was to be decided by God alone. So, the question of the priesthood was determined solely by God. Note how God did this. The rods were all lifeless sticks of wood. But when they were laid up before the testimony, unseen by the eye of man, the mighty power of the living God intervened. The dead rod was quickened, and resurrection-life and fruit appeared. Numbers 16 indicated Israel’s rebellion against God, whom Moses and Aaron prefigured. Moses, the prophet proclaimed the truth of God; Aaron the priest, expressed His grace; both were hated without a cause. 

This pictures Christ who was full of grace and truth was despised and rejected of men; not only this but He was put to a shameful death. And what was God’s response? He fully vindicated His beloved Son by raising Him from the dead. Moses entered the Tabernacle on the morrow in Num. 17:8 and there he saw the evidences of God’s resurrection power. This  reminds us of the disciples entering the empty sepulcher and beholding the signs that Christ had risen from the dead. Moses bringing out the rods and showing them to the people, is the type of the resurrection of Christ which was established before many witnesses (1 Cor. 15:6). In the rod laid up before the Lord, we have a picture of Christ, now hidden, at the right hand of God. But it is with the rod in the ark that we now see with the eyes of faith. All that was in the ark speaks of the wondrous provision which God has made for His people in Christ. God showed them who He chose by using the rods of each of the children of Israel and Aarons rod budded. They laid them up on a shelf in the Tabernacle of the congregation. The one that blossoms is the one that I have chosen.  Nu 17:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon his rod. 

Nu 17:8 And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. The fact that it brought forth life tells us of resurrection. God proved the place that he gave to Aaron by bringing forth the resurrection, by causing this rod to bud. This rod is significant of ourselves because we were just old dry dead sticks. We were dead in trespasses and sins and yet what did God do for us? He brought forth this rod with buds and bloomed blossoms and this is what God has done in our lives. God has taken something terrible and something lifeless and actually brought forth blossoms and yielded almonds. He has produced fruit in our lives as a result of the resurrection of Christ. Now what is before us in Numbers 17, is not God dealing in judgment, but in grace: Nu 17:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not. This priestly ministry of Aaron was to preserve God’s people before Him while they were passing through the wilderness. What a plain type for us of our great High Priest in heaven, who secures our salvation to the uttermost by His constant intercessions for us (Heb. 7:25). 

Here, then, is God’s provision for us in Christ: food to strengthen, priestly grace to sustain us.
In Numbers 17:8, we are told that it brought forth buds and blossomed blessings, and yielded almonds. Numbers 17:8 refers to resurrection-life in three stages, which points to Christ. The budding of the rod is found in the fulfillment of the resurrection of Christ Himself. When we are born again, we are now raised up in newness with Christ. Then it blossomed blossoms is the realization in the resurrection or the next step in a plants maturity. Some believers begin to blossom. Then there are those believers that produce real fruit and mature in Christ. They yield almonds. The third thing in the ark was the two tables of stone on which were written the ten commandments. We recall that the Lord gave to Moses on two separate occasions tables of stone engraved by His own finger. The first ones Moses dashed to the ground when he beheld the idolatry of the people in (Ex. 32). It indicates that fallen man is unable to keep the law. But God’s counsels cannot be frustrated, neither will He stop the requirements of His righteousness: De 10:1 At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. 2 And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark. 

3 And I made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, having the two tables in mine hand. Note how this is said; And I made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone. Nothing is said of the wood being overlaid with gold, nor of the cherubim of glory on its cover. It is simply said that the two tables of stone were to be placed in an ark of shittim wood. The law which fallen man had broken was to be preserved intact by the perfect Man Christ Jesus. It was the Last Adam, Christ that magnified the law and made it honorable. He is covered in Gold! Now it is Christ our Ark that the shittim wood is covered in Glory (Gold) Isa 42:21 The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. How perfect is every jot and tittle of Scripture, even in its omissions! The fulfillment of this is in Ps 40:7 Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, 8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. 


6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Christ has answered every requirement of God’s law for His people. He has fully satisfied all our responsibilities. In Christ, alone is found all the obedience which meets every demand of God’s throne. Therefore we believers can joyfully cry out, “In the Lord have I righteousness” (Isa. 45:24). Jesus Christ is our covenant Head and He is The Lord our Righteousness (Jer. 23:6). Also we are overlaid with gold, because Christ is in me and God sees Christ as Paul said in Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Ex 25:21 And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. God put the law in the Ark beneath the mercy seat. The ark is representative of us because the law is placed within our hearts. David said in Ps 40:8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. So the law of God; the will of God; the word of God is hid within us. 

Ex 25:22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel. The mercy seat or the grace seat, represents the closest place of communion that we have with God. These Cherumbim of gold represent the full overcomer; they are always associated with the glory of God. These are the full overcomers that will be in the closest place to God’s glory. Note how the Ark was wrapped in the covering veil when it was carried from place to place. It was the most valuable of all the curtains. The veil, as we learn from Hebrews 10:20, typified the perfect humanity of Christ, rent for His people by the hand of God. This tells us that when God the Son was here in this wilderness world His Divine glory was hidden from the eyes of men by His flesh. As Paul said in Philippians, He who was in the form of God having taken upon Himself, the form of a servant. Second, over the covering veil was placed the covering of badgers’ skins. Unlike the skins of other animals, the lion, or tiger, or leopard, the badger was unattractive. In Ezekiel 16:10 we read of badgers’ skins for making sandals. This speaks of lowliness. 

Eze 16:10 I clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. The badgers’ skins tell us of our Lord’s humiliation. Refer to Isa 53:2 For he (Jesus) shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. But it is through sovereign grace that we have communion with Him. It is because of His ever-adoring love for us. Third, the external covering of the Ark was a cloth wholly of blue. This alone was seen by men as the Ark was carried through the wilderness from place to place. It was this which distinguished the Ark, once more, from the other vessels. All of other vessels had the badgers’ skins for their outer covering. Why, was the cloth of blue the external garment of the Ark? Blue is the color of heaven and it is for the setting forth of celestial things. All heavenly things are not suitable for a testimony to the world, but Christ as the God-man is the witness before all! Jesus wants all men to come to Him. 1Ti 2:3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Note the names of the Ark. There are seven that I found. First, the ark was termed the ark of the Testimony (Ex. 25:22). 

The Ark testified to the holiness and grace, the majesty and greatness of God. Also because Christ, to whom the Ark pointed, is the Center of all God’s counsels. Second, the Ark was called the ark of the covenant (Num. 10:33). Christ is termed the Surety of a better testament or covenant (Heb. 7:23); He is also the Mediator (Heb. 9:6). This covenant is one into which He entered before the foundation of the world (Heb. 13:20), a covenant ordered in all things and sure (2 Sam. 23:5). Third, the Ark was named the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth (Josh. 3:15). This title was used just after Israel had crossed the Jordan, when the unconquered land of Canaan was before them. Canaan was, at that time, filled with enemies. God had given them His word of assurance. The Ark which went before them was the Ark of the Lord of all the earth. This is also a fulfillment of the future. When Christ returns, He will find the inheritance of the Land which He promised to Israel occupied with usurpers. But a short work will He make of them: the enemy will be ejected and His own throne securely established. (Zechariah 14:9).
Fourth, the Ark was named the Ark of God (1 Sam. 3:3). This is very interesting. God identified Himself with the Ark. 

He did it with the Ark in a special way. The Ark symbolized the person of Christ. This title of the Ark pointed to the absolute Deity of Him who was made in the likeness of men. Fifth, the Ark was entitled the Ark of the Lord God (1 Kings 2:26). In Hebrew, it is Adonai Jehovah. Adonai always has reference to headship, and to God’s purpose of blessing. Jehovah is God in covenant relationship. Sixth, the Ark was designated the holy Ark (2 Chron. 35:3). It was so spoken of by king Josiah, in whose days there was a blessed revival of true godliness. Before his reign there had been a long period of an awful decline and apostasy, and the Ark was no longer kept in the Temple. Therefore one of the first acts of Josiah was to give orders for the placing of the holy Ark in the House which Solomon had built. This shows us that the holiness and majesty of Christ’s person is only appreciated when God is working in power among His people! Seventh, the Ark was spoken of as the Ark of Thy strength (Ps. 132:8). How it reminds us of the word of God: Ps 89:19 Then thou spakest in vision to thy holy one, and saidst, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have exalted one chosen out of the people. 20 I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him: 

21 With whom my hand shall be established: mine arm also shall strengthen him. It shows us that Christ is the power of God, and the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24). Blessed be His name, there is no feebleness in our Redeemer; all power in heaven and earth is His. He is none other than the mighty God (Isa. 9:6). O that His dear people may draw more and more from His fullness, proving that His strength is made perfect in their weakness. As Paul state in 2Co 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. The journeying and the history of the Ark and the Provision which was made for the Ark to be carried while the Tabernacle was being carried from one camping place to another speaks volumes to us. Ex. 25:12-15 And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it. And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou shalt put these staves into the rings by the sides of the Ark, that the Ark may be borne with them. The staves shall be in the rings of the Ark: they shall not be taken from it. This shows that God’s people were pilgrims in the wilderness. 

They were journeying, just like we are, on to the place which God had prepared for them. But the time would come when the inheritance should be possessed, and when the temple, which was suited for the magnificence to the glory of the king of Israel should be built. The staves, which in the desert were not to be taken from the rings of the Ark, will then be withdrawn when in the temple (2 Chron. 5:9). It will be when the pilgrimage is past, and the Ark would, with the people, have entered into its rest (Ps. 132:8). The staves in the rings, speak of Christ with all of us in our wilderness circumstances. It is Christ in this world; Christ in all His own perfectness as man; Christ, through His word; Christ as the revealer of God the Father; for in truth, Christ was the perfect presentation of God to man. Before the Ark journeyed, it was anointed. This is recorded in Exodus 30:26, And thou shalt anoint the Tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the Ark of the Testimony. Compare this with Ac 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. Notice the anointing of the Savior occurred before He went about doing good, just as the anointing of the Ark preceded its travels. 

The anointing of our Redeemer with the Holy Spirit took place at His baptism when, at the solemn inauguration of His public ministry, the Spirit came upon Him in the form of a dove (Matthew 3). In Num. 10:33 And they departed from the mount of the Lord three days’ journey and the Ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them in the three days’ Journey, to search out a resting place for them. This is the lovely type of the Good Shepherd going before His sheep (John 10:4), leading them into the green pastures and beside the still waters. In Numbers 9:18-20, it is God’s grace, and faithfulness which provided Israel with the cloud to guide them. This showed them when they were to move and when to stop. The Ark was now to go before Israel as their guide which is the type of Christ as the Leader of His pilgrim people. The three days’ Journey speak of being on resurrection-ground that the Lord directs His people. The Mercy-seat was a solid sheet or slab of pure gold. Though a separate and distinct article in itself, it formed the lid of the Ark, being placed above upon the Ark. It had a crown of gold round about forming the top of its sides. The Mercy-seat differed from the Ark in that no wood entered into its composition. 

There was only one other piece of furniture in the Tabernacle made solely of gold, namely the candlestick, which was smaller in size and weight. Therefore the Mercy-seat, according to its deep-rooted worth, was the most valuable of all the holy vessels. How this tells us of the valuableness in the sight of God of that which the Mercy-seat foreshadowed. The truth by grace.
The Mercy-seat, or also known as the Propitiatory, derived its name from the blood of propitiation which was sprinkled upon it. It was the same length and breadth as the Ark, being two and a half by one cubit and a half. At either end of it was a cherub. They were not fastened, but beaten out of the same one piece of gold of which the Mercy-seat was formed. These symbolic cherubim’s had their wings outstretched, overshadowing the Mercy-seat. They had their faces looking down upon it. We can refer to Ro 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.  The Greek word for propitiation is the identical one translated Mercy-seat in Hebrews 9:5. Romans 3, then, declares that in the gospel God presents Christ before us as the Mercy-seat. 

Christ is the Mercy-seat, but He is so by virtue of the propitiation which He offered to God. The great propitiation which Christ made, was witnessed by the ritual of Israel’s annual Day of Atonement. This is described for us in Le 16:14 And he shall take of the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times. The blood obtained through the death of the animal is the type of propitiation. This tells us of judgment upon the innocent substitute. The blood sprinkled on the Propitiatory announced that God had accepted the victim offered to Him. The blood sprinkled before the propitiatory secured a standing-ground in God’s presence for one year only. But with Christ, once was sufficient for the eye of God. But seven times grace suffered it to be sprinkled before the propitiatory, to assure us (who are so slow of heart to believe) of the perfectness of the standing-ground which Christ has procured for His people!

In the Tabernacle there was a table, but no chair for Aaron or any of the priests to sit on, because their work was never finished. It needed constant repetition. This was due to the fact that the one great Sacrifice, which would provide rest and satisfaction, was yet to come. But there was one seat, the Mercy-seat, reserved for God Himself, who sat there between the cherubim. This Mercy-seat, resting upon the Ark, foreshadowed the truth that God would find His rest in that perfect work which His incarnate Son Jesus Christ would perform. The Mercy-seat, then, was God’s throne here on earth. Ex 25:21 And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. 22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel. The question is, how was it possible for the holy God to dwell in the midst of a sinful people? The answer is, it was on the ground of the accepted sacrifice Jesus Christ who was crucified before the foundation of the world. Refer to Re 13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

The truth is that God has entirely acted for Himself in saving us. God’s glory, and our salvation are eternally linked together. Accordingly we ought not only to enjoy the assurance of our eternal security, but also enter into a deeper communion with God’s revealed thoughts concerning the power of Christ’s blood in relation to His Throne In Heaven! It is this which the Mercy-seat or Propitiatory so blessedly typifies. The Mercy-seat, formed God’s throne in Israel, but it directs our thoughts to the governmental aspect of Christ’s Atonement for us.

Not only is it true that Christ died for sinners, but it is equally true that He died for God: He died in the stead of His sinful people, He died on behalf of the Holy Father. Christ lived and died to make it possible for God to take hell-deserving sinners into fellowship with Himself. That is consistent with His holiness and justice. He died to vindicate the character of God before all the intellects of the universe. He died that God’s throne might be established: Justice and judgment are the basis of Thy throne. Ps 89:14 Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face. God’s throne is settled in Christ, because all the claims of God’s righteousness have been settled by Christ. 
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