Exodus 26:36-37 January 6, 2026 The Tabernacle Door
Ex 26:36 And thou shalt make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework. This is the outer vail. Notice that the Cherubim are missing in this one. The Cherubim is always associated with the glory of God. This hanging is going out into the outer court. Ex 26:37 And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them. God is a God of order, yet His order is often different from ours. In the Scriptures the Holy Spirit frequently ignores the sequence of events and places side by side things which did not immediately follow each other in time. The books of the Bible are not always placed in their historical order: Job takes us back to a period long before the Israelites settled in Canaan. The Psalms and the Proverbs were written centuries before the events described in Nehemiah and Esther. The arrangement followed by the Holy Spirit varied according to His designs. Sometimes the chronological order is different for a dispensational reason: sometimes details are arranged so as to present a highpoint: sometimes the order is a moral one: at others, things are placed in comparison to show the relation between different things.

So here we have the Entrance into the Tabernacle, and it is called the “Door.”  It is mentioned immediately after the description of the Veil. There are probably more than one reason for this; It might be that one points to a contrast from the other. Note the details connected with each one. The Veil had cherubim embroidered upon it. The Door had none: the Veil was suspended from four pillars, the hanging for the Door from five pillars: the Door had no chapiters, but the Veil had them; the sockets that the Veil were in were made of silver, the Door’s sockets were of brass. But the outstanding difference between them was this: the Veil was to shut out, whereas the Door was to give admittance: the Veil barred the way into the Holiest, and only the priests entered into the Holy Place. Note the location of the Door. The Door into God’s dwelling-place was no narrow one. It stretched right across the whole length, and was ten cubits (fifteen feet) in height. The Door into the Tabernacle spanned the whole eastern side. The east is where the sun rises. It is in the east that we find the ending of night and the dawning of another day. In Genesis 3:24 we read that the Lord God drove out the man, and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

There, through his sin, man was in the darkness, and was banished from that place where God had communed with him; and at the east was stationed a flaming barrier. But here in the Tabernacle, where sin had been typically put away, the priestly family walking in the light, had a door on the eastern side of the Tabernacle which admitted them into God’s dwelling-place!
Then note the material of the door. V36 And thou shall make an hanging for the door of the tent, of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought with needlework. The fabric of this hanging for the Door was of the same fine twined linen and of the same fine quality of that of the Curtains and the Veil. Fine twined linen formed its basis. It was only as the Son of God became incarnate that the true dwelling-place for Deity on earth was provided. But, as seen in our last study, the Incarnation of Christ, brought God down to men, but it did not in and of itself give man access to God. The Veil or Christ’s body must be rent, death must come in. Here, also, in the entrance to the Tabernacle, we are shown that it is only through the Man Christ Jesus that God could be approached. There is some added words here in connection with the fine twined linen. It was wrought with needlework. 

This was not said in connection with the Curtains or Veil, and is only mentioned elsewhere in the description of the Gate in the outer Court (v. 27:16) and the Girdle of the high priest (v. 28:39). The Hebrew word here for needlework is, in Exodus 35:35. It means the work of the embroiderer in 1 Chronicles 29:2 and then in Ezekiel 17:3, it says divers colors, and in Psalm 139:15 it says curiously wrought. If we combine these slightly varied meanings, the term would denote carefully multicolored. It appears, that the Holy Spirit suggests that attention should be fixed upon the different colors which were twisted and formed and wrought into and interwoven within the fine linen. The blue points to Christ as the Heavenly One, the Son of God; the scarlet refers to Him as the Son of man and His suffering in the past, glorified on earth and He will be returning in Glory. The purple speaks, of the kingship of Christ, but also points to the wonderful union between His Deity and His humanity. The mention of the colors blue, purple, and scarlet, are repeated no less than twenty-four times in connection with the Tabernacle’s accessories and priesthood, yet never once is the order varied. This is an important truth and lesson for us. Why would the Holy Spirit arrange theses colors this way had there not been some significant reason for it and why are they mentioned so many times in this order.

We are taught that the Lord Jesus is God and Man. We can trace this in the Gospels with all the fullness of the Godhead, as well as the dignity and sympathy of the perfect Man. But besides this, in His thoughts, feelings, ways, words, and actions, there is an invariable blending of the two. He is very God and His humanity. Remember Christ’s first part of His name, as given in Isaiah 9:6 is Wonderful. In Jesus are combined the deep thoughts and counsels of God, with the feelings and affections of man. There are three instances recorded in the Gospels of the dead being raised to life by Christ. In these we see the colors of Blue Purple and Scarlet. Jairus’s daughter, the widow of Nain’s son, and Lazarus of Bethany. Together they show us a complete display of His mighty power. In the first case, the death of Jairus’s daughter had just happened; in the second, the sorrowing mother, the widow of Nain’s son was on her way to bury the body of her only son in the grave. Then the third Lazarus, his corpse had already been deposited in the tomb and was decomposing. In each of these scenes the three colors can be traced. We have the blue in the manifestation of the love of God, when Jesus at the plea of the sorrowful father, went to the house to heal the dying child. On the way, the message came, “Thy daughter is dead, why troublest thou the Master any further?” Little did they know who they spoke these words to. 

They did not understand who the Master was: or the depths of love which He was overwhelmed with in order that the dead might live. Think about it, we were dead in trespasses and sins, but it was the love of Jesus that overwhelmed Him to die for me! Then think of the love of the Father to allow His Son to go through what He did for us! They did not know that God was present with them, manifest in the flesh: but He at once stilled the fear of the damsel’s father. He did what no one but God could do. Jesus commanded peace into his heart in the very presence of death! Again, the voice of the Mighty God sounds forth to hush the boisterous grief of those who have no hope, saying, ‘Weep not: the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth’. But they did not know who it was that spoke. To them death was a familiar sight. But they laughed Christ to scorn; Lu 8:53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. It was the power and the grace of the One from Heaven that was now known, when He spoke those words; I say unto thee, arise’! Lu 8:54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 55 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her meat.

56 And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they should tell no man what was done. It is the color blue that shows such love of Jesus Christ. Then the scarlet in this is also a beautiful picture. Who but the Son of man would have pursued the path of kindness and sympathy, in the midst of the rude scoffs with which His ready love was met with? Who but One Jesus that knew what hunger and exhaustion were, would have added to this mighty miracle the command, give her something to eat! This also shows to us the purple. With sympathy and love for the child, deeper than the mother’s love, and yet He was Lord in it and above it. He calls the dead to life and at the same moment He tells of the minutest want of the little maid when he says give her something to eat. The human beings who were present, even the very parents, must have been so over-powered with what they had witnessed. What joy they had of receiving the dead one back to life. Their human sympathies failed. None but God could have abolished death; and none but He who was God and Man, could have so combined power, majesty, grace, sympathy and the tenderest care! What would it have been to be there. Can you feel the gratitude and love welling up within us just hearing about this tonight. 

Jesus was even so concerned about the smallest detail. He raised this child from the dead and says, give her something to eat. Has He not raised us up together with Him in newness of life and doesn’t He want to feed us! Give them the word of God to eat is His cry tonight! Note the same lovely colors when Jesus the Son of God went to the city where He knew the stroke of death had fallen, and had inflicted another wound upon another heart already stricken with grief. He timed His visit to meet at the gate. He saw the mournful procession, bearing to the grave the only son of a widowed mother. If any hope of God’s intervention had at one time cheered this mother as she watched her child die, all such hope has surely fled. But now they were in the presence of One who had a right to stop them on their way, and they stood still. They did not do what they did in our previous example where they laugh Him to scorn. They had the blessing of witnessing His mighty act. He commanded the young man to arise from his bed. He that was dead sat up, and began to speak. Lu 7:11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people. 12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. 

13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, that God hath visited his people. Here also, the heavenly color blue was evident, so that even they that looked on said, God hath visited His people. The heart of Christ was occupied with the mother as well as the child. As the voice of the risen youth reached His ear, He knew how the widow felt, as she heard it. Jesus was not focusing on His life-giving power. He was fully occupied in sympathy and grace with the longing of the mother to embrace her son, and to assure herself of the reality, which even the evidence of her eyes and ears could probably barely believe. Jesus completed this by delivering him to his mother. Jesus has also delivered us to our mother Grace. Pr 1:8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: 


9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. God has given us and has presented us to mother grace! 2Co 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: Here was the perfection of human feeling, such as no man could have shown in such circumstances, unless that man were also God. Here we see the colors so vivid with our Lord Jesus. It was at the Cross, where all the riches of His grace was concentrated. Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace; Then next in Joh 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. Joh 11:3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was. 7 Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 

Joh 11:17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. It seemed to the sisters as if the Lord had disregarded their urgent message. Jesus still stayed at a distance, and allowed not only death to overcome them of their brother, but Lazarus was in the  grave already. Note Jesus’ reply to their announcement when they had sent word to the Lord, he whom thou lovest, is sick. Jesus’ answer was this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. And yet He tarried for four days. The reality was that it was for the glory of God. What feelings occupied the heart of Christ, when, seeing the grief of Mary, and of those around? He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled! He grieved over their unbelief; and yet He wept in sympathy with them, and sorrowed for the very sorrow which His presence might have prevented. Who could have shed tears in such circumstances but Christ? Had a mere man been gifted by God with the power to raise the dead, he would be so eager to exhibit that mighty power, and remove the mourners’ grief, that he would be unable to weep while on the way to the grave. Jesus was more than just a man. 

The tears of Jesus are precious, because they are those of true human feeling: This is truly Divine love! But they are most precious because they flow from the heart of Him who is the Mighty God. And, when those tears fell from His eyes, all questions as to His love were ended. Even the Jews exclaimed, Behold, how He loved him! Joh 11:38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. Martha believed Christ as Lord, and had heard from His lips the words, I am the Resurrection and the Life. 

Yet she still did not believe there could be a remedy for one who had already died. It was then that Jesus reminded her of the message He had returned when they sent to inform Him of Lazarus’s sickness. He told her that it should not be unto death, by answering, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldst believe, thou shalt see the glory of God? God’s glory was always Jesus’ object. Shouldn’t that be our objective.The sepulcher was now laid open; and Jesus lifted up His eyes from that receptacle of death to the Heaven above, resting His spirit in the bosom of His Father, and audibly expressing His dependence on Him, before He cried with a voice of almighty power, Lazarus, come forth. What a wonderful blending of subjection and authority, of obedience and command, of the open ear, and of the great I am! The dead, hearing the voice of the Son of God, and came forth. The corrupt corpse stepped out in life. What a moment of astonishment and delight must that have been to the sisters, as well as to their brother! But here again the Lord alone entered into the minutest details of this astonishing act of power. He saw, or rather He loved Lazarus. His friend was still full of the remnants of the grave; he still had the clothes that bound and troubled the risen one. Jesus gave another command, Loose him, and let him go. 

Jesus did the same for us. He has loosed us from our grave cloths. Eph 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. We no longer have grave clothes on, but we have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. This is what we have. Isa 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
Re 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. Again we see all the colors here, blue, purple, and scarlet. Blue signifies His heavenly, divine nature and origin from above; 

Purple represents His royalty as King of kings, often seen as a mix of divine (blue) and earthly (red) (the God-Man); and Scarlet points to His sacrificial blood and suffering, representing atonement for sin, as He became the “worm” (sacrifice) to redeem humanity. Together with fine linen clean and white (which is the purity of His righteousness glistening in the SON light), they reveal Christ as the divine King who shed His blood for our salvation. So we return to Exodus and the meaning of the door. The hanging for the door shut off the court of the Tabernacle from the holy place, yet it also formed the entrance to it. It was that which gave the priests access to accomplish their service within. It spoke, then, of the Christian’s worship and works being acceptable to God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Apart from the Mediator even the saints cannot offer anything which the holy God will receive. We give thanks unto the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Eph. 5:20). It is by Him we are to continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise (Heb. 13:15). Our spiritual sacrifices are acceptable to God only by Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:12). In our ministry, God is to be glorified in all things and above all things, through Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 4:11). It is striking to note that the cherubim are absent from the Door-hanging.


The Door-hanging as Jesus is presented in grace to those that were without, as the Way into the privileges of priests. Ex 26:37 And thou shalt make for the hanging five pillars of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall be of gold: and thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them. The number of the pillars confirms the significant omission of the cherubim from the hanging. Five is the number of grace. These pillars served to support the hanging and also to display its beautiful colors. Their materials show that it is the God-man, in wondrous grace through whom entrance is given into the place of priestly privileges. And where is it, in Scripture, that we have these distinctively set forth? Not in the Prophets, nor in the Gospels, but in the New Testament Epistles. Note also that the Epistle-writers were just five in number. They were Paul and Peter, James, John and Jude. Just as the Veil was stretched between four pillars, corresponding to the four Gospels. So the Door of Entrance-curtain went into the place of worship. It hung between five pillars, anticipating the ministry of Paul and Peter, James, John and Jude. 

Note how this very term pillars is applied to them in Ga 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. Note the chapiters in Ex 36:38 And the five pillars of it with their hooks: and he overlaid their chapiters and their fillets with gold: but their five sockets were of brass. This was in striking contrast from the pillars which supported the Veil. The Door did not have any chapiters. Chapiters, also known as capitals, are the decorative tops of columns, particularly those found in Veil hanging. This Door foreshadowed Christ as the One cut off in the midst of His days. 

But here, this Door who is Jesus gives us access to the type of the priestly family and into the place of worship and service. Christ is pointed to as the One who is crowned with glory and honor! And this is the very viewpoint taken in all the Epistles. The writers proceed on the basis of Christ being at the right hand of God! And thou shalt cast five sockets of brass for them (v. 37). These formed the foundation for the pillars and speak of redemption. Brass always prefigured the capability of the Savior to endure the cross. Therefore we are reminded once more, that Christ is the Door by reason of His sufferings in death. May the Spirit of God ever keep before us the tremendous price which was paid to enable the redeemed which are all of us; to come before God with sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving.
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